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FOREWORD 


The  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania  is 
one  of  a  n\imber  or  guides  to  historical  ma'^rlals  prepared 
throughout  the  United  States  by  workers  on  historical  survey 
projects  of  the  Work  Projects  Administration,  The  publica- 
tion herewith  presented,  an  Inventory  of  the  archives  of 
Adams  County,  is  n\imber  1  of  the  Pennsylvania  series. 

The  Historical  Records  Survey  program  was  undertaken  in 
.  <;^  January  195^  for  the  purpose  of  providing  useful  employment 
V^  to  needy  lonemployed  historians,  lawyers,  teachers,  and  re- 

^    search  and  clerical  workers.   In  carrying  out  this  objective, 
{v^  the  project  was  organized  to  compile  inventories  of  histori- 
■^    cal  materials,  particularly  the  unpublished  government  docu- 
^  y  ments  and  records  which  are  basic  in  the  administration  of 

local  government,  and  which  provide  Invaluable  data  for  stu- 
V  dents  of  political,  economic,  and  social  history.  The  ar- 
■^  chival  guide  herewith  presented  is  intended  to  meet  the  re- 
,^  quirements  of  day-to-day  administration  by  the  officials  of 
^^  the  coxinty,  and  also  the  needs  of  lawyers,  businessmen,  and 
^  other  citizens  who  require  facts  from  the  public  records  for 
^  the  proper  conduct  of  their  affairs.  The  volxime  is  so  de- 
^  signed  tliat  it  can  be  used  by  the  historian  in  his  research 
in  Tjnprlnted  sources  in  the  same  way  he  uses  the  library 
card  catalog  for  printed  sources. 


i 


The  Inventories  produced  by  Pennsylvania  Historical 
Survey  projects  attempt  to  do  more  than  give  merely  a  list 
■^-of  records — they  attempt  further  to  sketch  in  the  historical 
-*-^  background  of  the  covinty  or  other  unit  of  government,  and  to 
'-describe  precisely  and  in  detail  the  organization  and  func- 
tions of  the  government  agencies  whose  records  they  list, 
!The  county,  town,  and  other  local  inventories  for  the  entire 
jcountjry  will,  when  completed,  constitute  an  encyclopedia  of 
^government  as  well  as  a  bibliography  of  local  archives. 

The  successful  conclusion  of  the  work  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Historical  Survey,  even  in  a  single  county,  would  not 
be  possible  without  the  support  of  public  officials,  histor- 
ical and  legal  specialists,  and  many  other  groups  in  the 
community.  Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

The  Survey  program  was  organized  by  Luther  H.  Evans, 
who  served  ad  Director  until  March  1,  I9I1.O  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Sargent  B,  Child,  who  had  been  National  Field 
Supervisor  since  toe  inauguration  of  the  Survey,  The  pro- 
gram operates  as  a  Nation-wide  series  of  locally  sponsored 
projects  in  the  Division  of  Community  Service  Projects  pro- 
grams, of  which  Mrs,  Florence  Kerr,  Assistant  Commissioner,  . 
is  in  charge. 


Howard  0,  H\mter 

Commissioner 


TAYLOR  C.  ARTHUR  BRAMC  J.  DONALD  SWOPE 

EOOAR  C.  MCDANNELL 

OFFICE  OF 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 

OF 

ADAMS  COUNTY,  PA. 
GETTYSBURG,  PA. 


A  PERSONAL  MESSAGE  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OP  ADAIJS  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA: 

V/e  are  happy  to  be  able  to  present  a  book,  which, 
we  believe,  will  supply  a  long  neglected  educational 
need.  A  con?>lete  inventory  of  public  records  is  vitally 
necessary  and  their  effective  use  is  particularly  impor- 
tant.  The  Inventory  of  the  Archives  of  Adams  County  is 
intended  to  supply  a  concise  guide  for  all  persons  seeking 
research  information  upon  the  contribution  of  this  county 
to  various  phases  of  our  early  American  civilization.  We 
earnestly  hope  these  pages  will  prove  indispensable  to 
our  citizens  in  their  search  for  definite  knowledge  of  Adams 
County's  recorded  events. 

The  Inventory  will  serve  another  and  equally  im- 
portant purpose.   It  will  serve  as  a  reference  book  for 
the  study  of  our  Coimty's  history,  its  people,  its  govern- 
ment, its  cultural  process,  and  the  important  part  that 
our  County  has  played  in  the  remaking  of  a  united  nation, 
Inasmuchas  one  of  the  most  terrific  and  decisive  battles 
of  the  world  was  fought  in  Adams  County. 

The  present  volume  is  unsurpassed  by  any  book 
now  in  print  and  teachers  will  find  the  infojrmation  con- 
tained therein  easily  adaptable  for  use  in  their  schools. 
For  the  first  time,  students  will  be  able  to  consult  com- 
prehensive and  accurate  essays  dealing  with  Adams  County 
Government  and  the  evolution,  powers  and  duties  of  every 
Co\inty  office. 

It  has  been  with  inestimable  pleasure  that  we  have 
cooperated  with  the  Historical  Record's  Survey  in  contrib- 
uting to  the  cultural  advancements  that  mark  America's  path 
in  a  greatly  troubled  world  and,  therefore,  vre  are  glad 
in  this  way  to  contribute  to  the  cultural  and  academic  ad- 
vancement of  our  county,  state  and  nation. 


County 

Co\inty. 


PREFACE 


A  program  for  a  Nation-wide  survey  of  governmental  rec- 
ords was  first  outlined  In  a  letter  written  on  Janviary  11, 
1951*.  by  Dr,  Francis  S.  Phllbrick,  Professor  of  Law  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  late  Dr.  Robert  C«  Bink- 
ley.   This  s\aggestlon  was  amplified  and  put  into  operation 
in  January  1956  when  Dr.  Luther  H,  Evans  inaugurated  the 
Historical  Records  Survey  program  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing bibliographical  controls  for  source  materials  hitherto 
inaccessible  to  most  researchers*  When  the  Survey  ceased  to 
operate  as  a  Federal  project  on  Avigust  5I,  1939*  the  Histor- 
ical Records  Survey  in  Pennsylvania  became  a  State-wide  proj- 
ect sponsored  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission. 
Together  with  other  projects  sponsored  by  the  Historical 
Commission  it  was  Incorporated  into  the  Pennsylvania  Histor- 
ical Survey  in  January  191^1  • 

The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Sxirvey  has  \mdertaken  as 
one  of  its  major  tasks  the  compilation  of  data  on  several 
types  of  research  materials,  foremost  among  irtiich  are  public 
records,  church  records,  manuscript  collections,  early 
American  imprints,  and  newspapers.  The  principal  aim  of  the 
stirvey  of  county  archives  has  been  to  furnish  the  officials 
of  local.  State,  and  Federal  governments,  and  historians, 
social  scientists,  lawyers,  journalists,  and  the  large  body 
of  interested  citizens  with  a  convenient  and  accurate  guide 
to  these  records.   It  is  hoped  that  by  stimxilating  the  tise 
of  such  records  the  Survey  may  encourage  the  Improvement  of 
archival  practice  in  the  courthouses  of  Pexuisylvania.  A 
more  Immediate  objective  is  that  of  making  accessible  the 
basic  research  materials  so  necessary  for  an  understanding 
of  local  history  and  local  government. 

The  survey  of  the  Adams  Coxmty  records  presented  hex*eln 
constitutes  a  unit  in  the  series  of  publications  known  as 
the  Inventory  of  the  County  Archives  of  Pennsylvania.  When 
completed,  tnls  series  will  lnclude~'67~'volumes,  one  for  each 
of  the  counties  in  the  Commonwealth,  numbered  according  to 
their  alphabetical  sequence.   The  Adams  County  Inventory  is 
divided  into  two  parts.  The  first  includes  essays  on  the 
history  and  general  governmental  organization  of  the  county, 
and  the  second  contains  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  develop- 
ment and  operation  of  each  of  the  county  offices,  followed 
by  an  annotated  listing  of  its  records.   The  Inventory  is 
arranged  so  that  the  records  of  the  executive  branch  of  coun- 
ty government  come  first,  followed  by  the  judicial,  law  en- 
forcing, fiscal,  and  miscellaneous  agencies.  Each  entz*y  in 
the  Inventory  list  describes  a  series  of  records  and  indi- 
cates its  title,  title  variations,  date  span,  quantity,  the 
nature  of  the  contents,  arrangement.  Indexing,  and  location. 
Whenever  feasible,  all  records  of  the  same  type  within  an 
office  have  been  grouped  \inder  a  subject  heading. 


ADAMS  COUNTY 


The  survey  of  the  archives  of  Adams  County  was  begun  in 
1957  and  completed  early  in  1939 •  A  recheclr  of  the  Informa- 
tion compiled  by  our  research  field  workers  was  performt^  by 
representatives  of  the  State  editorial  office  of  the  Survey 
in  August  1959,  but  some  information  on  relocation  of  rec- 
ords smd  on  several  new  series  of  records  was  obtained  dur- 
ing I9I4.O,  which  is  the  closing  date  for  the  records  listed 
in  the  present  volume.  The  volume  was  edited  by  Mr.  Bernard 
S,  Levin,  State  Editor,  with  the  able  assistance  of  Miss 
Elizabeth  Smedley,  Miss  Ethel  Silverberg,  Mr,  •  .ven  Sheppard, 
and  many  others,  without  whose  efforts  the  preparation  of 
the  book  would  have  been  impossible.   Colonel  Philip  Mathews, 
State  Administrator,  has  ade  our  undertaking  easier  by  his 
full  cooperation  and  support.   The  staff  has  profited  at  all 
times  by  the  constructive  criticism  and  advice  of  the  Wash- 
ington Office  of  the  Survey,  Pull  responsibility  for  the 
completeness  and  accu}-^cy  of  the  Inventory,  however,  rests 
with  the  Pennsylvania  staff. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance 
rendered  by  Mr.  George  ?,  Taylor,  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Boyd,  and 
Mr,  Edgar  C.  McDannell,  the  county  commissioners  of  Adams 
Coiinty.  We  are  likewise  indebted  to  many  other  Adams  County 
officers  for  their  wholehearted  cooperation  in  oxxr   \andertak- 
Ing  and  their  courteous  treatment  of  our  representatives. 
The  Work  Projects  Administration,  and  especially  the  Divi- 
sion of  Commtmity  Service  Programs  of  District  5»  has  ren- 
dered the  Survey  a  genuine  service  in  its  efficient  adminis- 
tration of  the  project  in  Adams  Covmty. 

The  several  units  of  the  Inventory  of  the  County  Ar- 
chives of  Pennsylvania  are  published  for  distribution  to  im- 
portantTlbraries  in  Pennsylvania  and  to  a  limited  number  of 
libraries  and  government  depositories  outside  the  State. 
Requests  for  information  regarding  any  of  the  activities  of 
the  Survey  should  be  addressed  to  the  State  Supervisor,  i|.6 
North  Cameron  Street,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 


J,  Knox  Milligan 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  Acting  State  Supervisor 

May  191a 
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PAST  A.      ADAKS  COUBTT  AND  ITS  RECORDS  SYSTEM 
I.      HISTORICAL  SKETCH 


Topography*     Adams  County,   the   southern  boxindary  of 
which  runs  with  the  Mason-Dlxon  line  for  25  miles,!    lies  in 
the  southeastern  Piedmont  section  of  Pennsylvania^    fourth  in 
the  line  of  counties  west  of  the  State  of  Delaware.     On  the 
east  Adams  is  bounded  by  its  parent,  York  Coiinty,   from  which 
it  was  formed  in  1800;2    in  the  west  it  meets  Franklin  County; 
and  on  the  noirth  Cumberland.     Its   southern  neighbors  are  the 
Maryland  counties  of  Carroll  and  Frederlck.3 

A  mountain  and  a  plain  constitute   the  two  general  topo- 
graphical features  of  Adams  County.     The  former  of  these   is 
South  Mountain,    "the  local  representative  of  the  Blue 
Ridge,"*  which  lies  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county, 
separating  it  from  Franklin  Coimty,   and  consists  of  parallel 
ridges  ruzinlng  northeastward.     The  most  prominent  of  these 
in  the  south  is  Green  Ridge,   which  extends  10  miles   in 
length  and  reaches  a  height  of  1,960  feet.^ 

The  second  significant  topographical  feature  of  Adams 
County  is   the  Gettysburg  plain,   which  stretches  eastward 
from  South  Motintain  to   Pigeon  Hills   in  an  adjacent  county .6 
The   soil  of  the  valley,   while  not  of  finest  quality,    is 
nevertheless   suited  to  agriculture,   and  the   inhabitants  of 
Adams  find  in  farming  their  chief  occupation.7      The  vicini- 
ties of  Fairfield  and  McSherrystown  in  particular  possess 
limestone  soils  of  great  fertility,   which  "yield  an  ample 
reward  to  labor. "^ 

The  drainage  of  Adams  County  is  divided  between  the 
Susquehanna  and  Potomac  Rivers;   for  Adams  forms  part  of  a 
watershed  between  the  two  streams,    sending  half  its  water- 
course  into  the  former  and  half  to  meet  the  latter.9      None 
of  the  streams  is,   however,   navigable,   a  factor  of  consider- 


1.  George  W.  Stosa,  Geology  and  Mineral  Heaources  of  Aiguns  County, 
PannBylvania,  p.  12. 

2.  See  infra,  p.  8. 

S.     Stosa,  0£.  Pit.,  p.  12. 

4.  Ibid.,  p.  IS. 

5.  Ibid.,  pp.  15,  14j  HLatory  of  Cmnbarland  and  idans  Covintiae, 
PannaylTanla,  part  III,  p.  45,  hereinafter  oited  aa  History  of  Adaaa. 

Si  Slate  hills  are  enootintarad  at  the  southeastern  corner  of  the 
county. 

7.  PannsylTania  Departnsnt  of  Internal  Affairs,  Ninth  Industrial 
Directory  of  the  Coaaonwealth  of  PannsylTania,  pp.  17,  18,  hereinafter 
cited  as  Ba.  I5opt.  Int.  Aff.,  Wnth  Ind.  Dir. 

8.  Thomas  F.  Gordon,  conp.,  A  Gaseteer  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, part  II,  p.  5.     See  also  StoiBC,  o£^.  ci^,  p.  TJI 

9.  Stose,  op.  cit.,  p.  15. 
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6  ADAMS  COUNTY 

able   significance  for  the  question  of  tranaportatlon.-l-O      The 
principal  streams  are   the  Conewago,    flowing   Into  the  Susque- 
hanna;  and  the  Conococheague,    the  east  branch  of  Little 
Antletam  Creek,    and   the   tributaries   of   the   Monocacy,   drain- 
ing ultimately   Into   the   Potomac. ^ 

Early  History.      The  first  permanent  white   settlements 
In  what  is  now  Adams  County  were  nurtured  by  both   the   Penns 
and  the  Calverts   in  the  hope  of  consolidating  a  claim  to 
Ijands  which  the   royal  grants  seemingly  had  bestowed  upon 
each. 12      Thus,    a  vanguard  of  settlers   from  both  eastern 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  appeared  west  of  the  Susquehanna 
in  the  first  years  of  the  eighteenth  century, 13    and  settle- 
ments  in  present-day  Adams  Covinty  were  made   in  the   1750's  by 
Germans,   Dutch,    and  Scotch-Irish  from  overseas,    and  by  Eng- 
lish Catholics   from  Maryland.!*      The   Scotch-Irish  settled 
chiefly  along  Marsh  Creek  in  the  western  section  of  the 
county;    the  Germans  in  the   eastern  (York)   part. 15      Members 
of   the  Society  of  Friends  belonging   to  a  group  settled  along 
Opossum  Creek  also  appeared  early  in  the  eighteenth  centu,- 
ry.16 

In  1727  John  Dlgges  secured  from  the  proorietor  of 
Maryland  a  grant  of  10,000  unimproved  acres .1'      He   selected 
lands  which  lay  north  of  the   temporary  Pennsylvania-Maryland 
boundary  line  of  I752.I®      A  few  years  later  Martin  Kltzmiller 
purchased  a  tract  near  Dlgges'    acres  and  proceeded  to  settle 
there,   paying   taxes  and  duties  as  an  Inhabitant  of  Pennsyl- 
vania^    The  legal  validity  of  "Dlgges*   Choice"  as   the  land 
held  by  Dlgges  was  called,   was  denied  by  Pennsylvania 
settlers  and  others  who  had  begvin  to  colonize  these  lands. 
Controversies  arose  over  the  question  of  landowner ship,    and 


10.     Gordon,  ©£•  eit>,  p.  S. 

11*     Stose,  op.  eit.,  pp.  15,  16;  History  of  Adams,  peirt  III,  pp. 
62,  55. 

12.     Hewspaper  Premiim  Book.     Adaas  County.     Indian  History,  Battle 
ffl.story,  Leoal  HiTtery,  /oh.  4/,  p.  Z,  hereinafter  cited  as  Newspaper 
Prenlnm  Book;  History  of  Adans,  part  III,  pp.  12,  13. 

15*     John  T.  Reii^,  ooaq).,  Conewago.     A  Oolleotion  of  Catholio  Looal 
History,  p.  23;  Hewspaper  Preadum  Book,' /cE.  4/,  p.  2. 

innr    HLstory^bf  Adans,  part  III,  pp.  l2,  23;  I.  Daniel  Rupp,  ooop.. 
History  and  Topograply  of  Dauphin,  Cumberland,  Franklin,  Bedford,  Adams, 
and  Perry  Cotmties,  pp.T4o,  541,  hereinafter  cited  as  Rupp,  History  and 
Topograpnar*     According  to  Reily,  op.  oit.,  p.  33,   several  English  fam- 
ilies from  the  provlnee  of  Lord  Baltimore  settled  in  the  Conewago  valley 
between  1700  and  1725. 

15.     History  of  Adams,  part  III,  p.  12;   Joseph  S.  Gitt,  "Historical 
Collection  of  Adams  County,"  No.  15.     Gettysburg  Star  and  Sentinel. 
Newspaper  Clippings,  The  HLstorioal  Society  of  Pennsylvania 


16.     Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey,   Inventory  of  Church . Archives  of 
sylvan ia.  Society  of  Friends  (in  press),  entriesTJS 
Vn     MTt,   op.  oit..  No.  13;  Relly,  op.  oit.,  p.  22, 


Pennsylvania,  Society  of  Friends  (in  press),  entriesT-ES,  345" 
It;     «Tt,   o£.  oit..  No.  13;  Rei 
18.     Reily,   op.   oit.,  pp.  22,   23 
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In  one  of  these     a  member  of  the  Dlggea  family  was  kllled.l^ 

In  addition  to   innximerable  bovindary  disputes  whlcb 
arose  between  settlers  whose    right   to  own   the   same   land  had 
been  conferred  by   the   Penns  and  the  Calve rts,    friction  de- 
veloped also   between   the   Pennsylvania   proprietaries  and   the 
Scotch-Irish.      In  175^   the   Penns  had   purchased    fror;  the   In- 
dians the   region  west  of  the  Susquehanna,   and   in  1739»   when 
the  Dutch  begai*  to  make    their  settlements,    the   Penns  were 
prompted   to  lay  out  an  estate   6  miles  by   12,    the   "Manor  of 
Masks,"   in  the   area  near  present-day  Gettysburg.      In  order 
to  do   this   a   survey  was   undertaken.      The   Scotch-Irish  had 
neglected  to  pxxrchase   the  land  from  the   Penns,   claiming  that 
the  latter  had  solicited  colonists.     The  newcomers  had  also 
settled  upon  Indian  lands  without  first  pvirchasing   them,    a 
practice  which  resvilted  in  several  massacres.     When  the 
Penns  ordered  the   colonists  ejected,    strife   resulted.     The 
settlers  ultimately  submitted,   however,   accepting  leases  and 
purchasing  their  lands .^^ 

The  protracted  dispute  over  the  exact  determination  of 
the   Pennsylvania-Maryland  boxindary   line  was  utilized  by   in- 
dividuals   settled   in   the    region  to   elude   the   payment  of 
taxes.     Residence   in  Pennsylvania  was   claimed  when  the  Mary- 
land tax  collector  attempted  to  lay  an  assessment,   and  in 
Maryland  when   the   Pennsylvania  agent  sought   to  obtain  rev- 
enue.^^     The  boundary   controversy  was  used  also   as   a  means 
for  disregarding  the   laws  of  both  provinces.     In  the  border 
ai*ea  entertainments   took  place  on   the  Sabbath;    criminals 
flourished  unhampered;   public  houses  operated  without  li- 
cense; and  debts  remained  imcollected  because   litigants 
could  move  from  the  law  courts  of  one  province   to  those  of 
another.     A   remedy  was   sotaght   in  1757,    finally,    when  a   peti- 
tion for  relief  was  presented  to  the   Pennsylvania  AsseiBbly.22 

The  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  had  en- 
deavored in  the  meantime   to  correct  a  situation  that  was 
tolerable    to  neither.      In  1732  articles   of  agreement  had 
been  signed  for  the   establishment  of  a  new  provincial  bound- 
ary,  but   these  provisions  were  not  fulfilled. 23      in  the  year 
1765,    however,    the  proprietaries   of   Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land employed  Charles  Mason  and   Jeremiah  Dixon,    two  English 
mathematicians,    to   survey  a  boundary  between   the   provinces^* 


19.  Rupp,  History  and  Topography,  pp.  558,  539.  For  further  de- 
tails of  the  innumerable  boundary  disputes,  see  Rupp,  History  of  Lan- 
caster County,   pp.  549-563,   and  Reily,   0£.  eit.,   pp.  23,   24. 

20.  PennsylTania  Arehives.  third  series.   III,   259-267,   History  of 
Adams,  part  III,   p.   18. 

21.  Reily,   op.  olt.,   pp.  18,   19;  History  of  Adams,   part  III,   p.   14? 
1755,  V  St.  at  L,   20r7eo8.   9,   10. 

22»     Rupp,  History  and  Topography,   p.  540. 

23.  rbid. ,  p.  538 J  Robert  Proud,   The  History  of  Pennsylvania  in 
Horth  AsJiri'iBL.   II,   208-211. 

24.  Edward  Ch«uming,   The  United  States   of  Amsrioa,    1765-1865,   p.  4; 
History  of  Adams,    part   ill,   p.  13. 
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Work  In  the  field  was   completed  In  1767,    anu   the   lines  fi- 
nally marked  with  stone  posts  in  1768.^0 

Adams  County  was  on  the  whole  free   of  the   savage   Indian 
incursions   that  marked  the  advance  of  the  western  frontiers. 
One  antiquarian  who  has  taken  the   trouble   to  investigate  the 
authentic  accounts  of  Indian  raids   into  Adams  County  states 
that  the  meagerness  of  the  early  records   is   "very  disap- 
pointing.'*^^      South  Mo\uitain  acted  as  a  barrier  against  such 
depredations,   thovigh  in  the  period  of  the  French  and  Indian 
War  this  was  not  entirely   the  case ,27 

French  and  Indian  War.     In  Braddock's  expedition  of 
1755-56  and  that  of  Forbes   in  I756  against  Fort  Duquesne, 
the  Adams  area  furnished  200  men  \inder  the   command  of  Cap- 
tain Hance  Hamilton.28      Large   supplies  of  food  and  scores  of 
horses  and  wagons  also  were   supplied  and  sold  "for  the  Ser- 
vice of  his  Majesty's  Forces."*^ 

The  Revolution.     Adams  County,  which  was   still  a  part 
of  theTTounty  of  York  when  the  Revolution  broke  out,   began 
to  manifest  an  antagonism  toward  England  as  early  as  1760.^^ 
The  fervor  of  this   sentiment  was  demonstrated  by  an  expres- 
sion of  sympathy  sent  the  people  of  Boston  on  April  I5,    1775» 
and  by  donations  sought  for  the  relief  of  the  Bostonlans.8^ 
In  the  year  following,   a  regiment  of  soldiers  from  York 
(Adams)   and  C\uiberland  Counties  was  formed,   and  a  rifle  com- 
pany of  York   (Adams)    men  was   led  to  Philadelphia  by  Captain 
William  McPherson.     Throughout  the  Revolution  York  (Adams) 
CoTinty  contributed  men  and  materials   to   the   successful 
struggle   for  the  maintenance  of  American  independence. 32 

Formation  of  Adams  County.     The  original  counties   of 
Pennsylvania,    PEIladelphia,   Chester,   and  Bucks,   were  organ- 
ized in  1682.     The  Coxinty  of  Lancaster,    the  fourth  to  be   set 
up,   was  separated  from  Chester  and  organized  xmder  an  act  of 
May  10,   1729."     York  County   the   fifth  in  point  of  time,   was 
established  August  I7,   17i4-9*   by  separation  from  Lancaster .34 
Prom  the  western  part  of  York,  Adams  County  was   formed   in 
1800. 


25.  Rupp,   History  and  Topography,   p.  538;  History  of  Adama,   part 
III,  p.  13.     The  last  36  miles  of  the  bovmdary  were  not  conploted  until 
the  years  1782-64,  History  of  Adams,  part  III,  p.  13. 

26.  Mewa paper  Prendum  Book,  /oh.  ^,  p.  1. 

27.  Colonial  Reoords  of  Pennsylvania,  VII  (1851),   77;  Newspaper 


Prenimn  Book,  /oh.  l/« 
History  ozhA 
PennaylvBnia  Arehives,  First  Serisa,   II,  294,  295, 


28.     History  ofA.dams,  part  III,  p*  lli 


SO*     Hietoiy  of  Adama,  part  III,  p.  32. 

31.  Ibld»     About  246  poimda  were  raiaed. 

32.  Ibid.,   pp.  33-36. 

33.  History  of  Adana,  page  preceding  title  page  of  part  Ij  Pa. 
Dept.  Int.  Aff.,  ILith  Ind.  Dir.,  p.  306. 

34.  History  of  Adams,  page  preceding  title  page  of  part  I;  Pa. 
Dept.  Int.  Aff.,  Hinth  Ind.  Dir.,  p.  654. 
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The  Germans,    who  settled   the   eastern  part  of  York  Coun- 
ty,   and   the   Scotch-Irish,   who   resided   in  the  western   section, 
were   of  different  stock  and   possessed  differing  cultural  and 
linguist J.C  backgrounds.      During    the    second  half  of   the 
eighteenth  century  various   acts   of  hostility  had  marked   the 
relations   of  the   two  groups. 35      The    idea  of   separation  from 
the  Germans   of   the   east  arose   among   the   numerically   less 
n\amerous   Scotch-Irish,    who  hoped  by    the   formation  of   a  new 
county   to   obtain  a  market   that  woxild  be  more   favorably   lo- 
cated  than   Philadelphia. 36      Such  a  market  was   "now  made   pos- 
sible by   the   opening   of   north  and   south  roads   connecting   the 
Cumberland  Valley  through  the   Marsh  Creek  settlement  with 
Baltimore.     With  an   independent   county   organization,   /J.^.  was 
hoped/   •    .    .    to   increase   facilities    for   trading   southward, 
thus   getting   clear  of   the  barrier  of   the   unbridged  Susque- 
hanna. "37 

The   subject   of  a  division  of  York  Covinty   into   its   east- 
ern and  western  parts    was    first  broached   in  1789»   when 
1,556   Inhabitants   petitioned  the  Assembly  for  separation. 38 
Though  the  motion  was  reported  favorably  by   the  Assembly, 
the   project   lagged,    for  one   reason  and  another,    for  a  dec- 
ade,   and   it  was  not  until   Jan\iary  22,    IbOO   that  an  act  of 
the   legislature   created  the   new  comity. 39      The  name  Adams 
was   chosen  in  honor  of  John  Adams,    then  President  of  the 
United  States   and  leader  of   the  Federalist  Party,   which 
claimed  the  allegiance   of  the   inhabitants   of  the  new  county 
in  1800  and  for  many  years   thereafter. 40 

When  the   subject  of  county  division  was   first  mooted, 
commissioners  were   appointed  to   select  a  new  coxonty  seat.*^ 
Jam.es  Gettys,   whose  family  were  original   settlers,   having 
come   to   the  area    in  17i|0,42    "scenting    the   certainty   of  a  new 
coiinty  and   the   possibility  of   securing  an  eligible   site   for 
the  covinty   seat,   bought  a  tract  of  land  and   laid  out  a  vil- 


35.  Eupp,   History  of  Lancaster  County,   pp.  681-685;  History  of 
Adams,   part  III,   p.  37;  Edward  McPherson,  Story  of  the  Creation  of  Adams 
County,   Pennsylvania,   p.  5. 

36.  IfoPherson,   0£.  cit»,   p.  5. 

37.  Ibid.     Edward  McPherson,  the  first  president  of  the  Adame  Coxai- 
ty  Historioal  Society,  delivered  an  address  before  that  society  in  1889, 
in  which  he  presented  an  acooimt  of  the  fomation  of  Adams  Coimtj'^  based 
upon  papers   left  by  his  grandfather,  who  was   one  of  the  leading  movers 
in  the  agitation.      (See;  Ibid.,   p.   3). 

38.  Ibid.,   pp.  6,    6. 

39.  1800,  XVI  St.  at  L,  392.     Adams  was  the  twenly-fifth  county 
created  in  Pennsylvania,  Gitt,  "Historioal  Collection  of  Adams  Co.,"  No. 
20. 

40.  Philip  S .  Klein,   Pennsylvania  Politics,   1617-1832,  A  Game  With- 
out Rules,   pp.   38,   49;  A.  H.  Espenshade,  Pennsylvania  Place  Names,   p. 
74;  Pa.  Dept.   Int.  Aff.,  Ninth  Ind.  Dir.,  p.  17. 

41.  History  of  Adaais,  paHTlTl,   p.  41. 

42.  McPherson,   0£.  cit.,   p,  48. 
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lage,  which  he  called  Gettys-town."*'   jn  1799  Gettys  deeded 
to  the  commissioners  empowered  to  select  a  county  seat  200 
lots  for  the  use  of  a  new  coxmty.  in  addition  to  a  lot  for  a 
"gaol"  and  one  for  a  courthouse,^   Subsequently,  the  legis- 
lat\ire  confirmed  the  selection,  calling  the  town  Gettys*' 
"burg  ,45 

The  first  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  County  of 
Adams  was  held  at  Gettysburg  on  the  second  Monday  of  June 
ItiOO,*^   The  first  courthouse  erected  in  Ib0l4.,  was  con- 
structed of  brick  and  stood  in  the  center  of  the  public 
square.  With  the  later  growth  of  the  county,  however,  the 
small  structure  proved  inadequate,  and  a  contract  for  a 
larger  edifice  was  let  in  lb5tt.  Completed  in  1659  at  a  cost 
of  less  than  |20,000,  the  building  still  stands  and  con- 
tinues to  serve  as  the  courthouse  of  Adams  County.*"^ 

Civil  War  Period,   No  sketch  of  Adams  County  would  be 
complete  witEout  some  description,  however  brief,  of  the 
momentous  part  played  by  the  town  of  Gettysburg  during  the 
Civil  War,  Here,  from  July  1  to  5,  lb65,  one  of  the  bloodi- 
est battles  of  that  struggle  was  fought;  and  here,  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  1865,  Lincoln  uttered  immortal  words  for  the  preser- 
vation of  American  democracy.   To  Gettysburg  since  I865  have 
come  yearly  large  numbers  of  visitors  from  many  parts  of 
America,  and  the  name  of  the  town  has  been  added  to  the  num- 
ber of  America's  shrines  which  have  bled  in  the  cause  of 
libeirCy,   In  1895  Congress  set  aside  the  battlefield  to  be 
preserved  as  a  national  park,*8 

Agriculture.  Adams  County  is  today  the  chief  fmiit 
growing  section  of  Pennsylvania,*®   Such  was  not  always  the 
case,  however,  for  it  has  been  only  within  the  present  cen- 
tury that  this  development  has  occurred.  Formerly,  wheat, 
rye,  com,  and  potatoes  were  the  principal  crops,  and  Adams 
to  this  day  continues  to  be  a  general  farming  area,60   But 
the  growing  of  fruit,  and  in  particular  apples,  now  predomi- 
nates. The  farmers'  apple  oj?charda  near  Biglersville  have 
contributed  toward  making  Adams  County  the  most  important 
apple-raising  area  in  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  leading 
apple  centers  in  America, 61 


45,  Espenshade,  0£,  oit,,  p,  75. 

44,  Hietory  of  a5mib,  part  III,  p,  41, 

Espenshade,  op,  olt,,  p,  75. 

Gitt,   "HiBtorioaTTolleotion  of  Adams  Co.,"  Ho  20, 


45 
46 

47,     History  of  Adams,    part  III,    pp,  42,   43. 


48,  Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey,   Guide  to  Depositories   of  Ifanu- 
Boript  Colleotiona   in  Pennsylvania,   pp,  19,   20, 

49,  U,  S ,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United 
States,  1930,  Agrieulture,  II,  part  I,  "Pennsylvania,"  table  Ij  Pa, 
Dept,  In^rTffTTHlnth  Ind.  Dir.,   p,  18, 

50,  Stose,  op.  Pit.,  p.  19, 

51,  U,  S,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Fifteenth  Census  of  the  United 
States,  1930,  Agrieulture,  II,  part  I,  "Pennsylvania,"  table  VIII;  Vol, 
IV,  "Summary  for  all  Crops,"  table  9. 
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In  1957  there  were  5,5bl  farms  cultivating  175,1^70 
acres.   The  value  of  livestock  was  set  at  $5,129,560,  and 
the  value  of  livestock  products  (Including  dairy  and  poultry 
products  and  wool),  at  |2, 144.1,144-0.52 

Industry.   The  Industrial  Revolution  affected  Adams  in 
some  slight  degree.  The  man\ifacture  of  Iron  was  accelerated 
when  In  I826  the  Messrs.  Stevens  and  Paxon  erected  "Maria 
Furnace."   In  the  year  of  lb50  a  furnace  was  constjructed  at 
Caledonia  In  Franklin  County  In  order  to  utilize  the  pig 
iron  produced  at  Maria  Furnace.  But  Lee's  army  destroyed 
the  Caledonia  works  in  the  course  of  its  march  across  tiie 
mountains, 53  and  iron  mining  in  general  was  abandoned  in 
Adams  Coimty  during  the  l870's.64 

In  the  fourth  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  Gettys- 
burg attained  fame  as  a  center  for  the  maniifacture  of  fine 
coaches.   In  1655,  ^^^  ^^^   were  employed  in  this  industry, 
and  the  products  were  sold  principally  in  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia.66 

Today  the  important  classes  of  Industry  are  food  and 
food  products;  lumber;  and  leather  and  rubber  goods .66   The 
covinty  is,  however,  primarily  an  agricultural  region. 

Transportation.  The  first  road  to  be  formally  opened 
in  Adams  County  was  that  between  Marsh  Creek  and  York  and 
Lancaster  (171^2)  .67   one  of  the  decisive  causes  leading  to 
the  erection  of  Adams  County  was  the  need  to  find  an  urban 
market  that  would  be  more  readily  accessible  than  Philadel- 
phia.68   Baltimore  was  such  a  market. 69   Since  the  covmty 
possessed  no  navigable  streams,  all  transport  was  of  neces- 
sity by  overland  routes.   Products  destined  for  Baltimore 
were  hauled  overland  by  the  Conestoga  wagons,  or  were  float- 
ed down  the  Susquehanna.   Two  turnpike  ixjads  were  laid  to 
facilitate  this  movement:  Dne,  from  Gettysburg  by  way  of 
Petersburg,  York  Coxuity  ( charts jred  April  lb07),  and  another, 
rxmning  across  Adams  Coxinty  from  Carlisle  to  Hanover  in  an 
adjoining  county,  and  then  into  Maryland.60   There  were,  in 
addition,  twp  other  turnpike  roads  connecting  the  covin ty 
with  adjacent  areas.61 


52.  Pa.  Dept.  Int.  Aff.,  Ninth  Ind.  Dir.,  p.  18. 

53.  Edward  B.  Wiestling,  "Old  Iron  WorEs  of  the  Cumberland  Valley," 
Kittoohtlnny  Historical  Soolety  Papers,  X,  No.  1,  pp.  9,  lOj  Gordon,  op. 
oit.,  part  II,  p.  4. 

54.  Pa.  Dept.  Int.  Aff.,  Ninth  Ind.  Dlr.,  p.  17. 

55.  Rupp,  History  and  Topography,  p.  527. 

56.  Pa.  Dept,  Int.  Aff.,  Ninth  Ind.  Dlr.,  p.  18. 

57.  History  of  Adams,  part  III,  p,  55. 

58.  MoPherson,  op.  olt.,  p.  5. 

59.  Gordon,  op.  olt.,  part  II,  p.  4. 

60.  Ibid. 

61.  "TCIer. 
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One  of  the  earliest  railroad  projects  was   the  Gettys- 
burg Railroad    (chartered   Jtme  9,    itijb).    In   the   creation  of 
which  personal  and  political  motives   alone   operated,S2      The 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  cuts  across   the  southeastern  section 
of  the  county,   and  the   Reading  system  now  extends  a  line 
from  Gettysburg  to  Harrisburg.63      There   is  also  a  branch 
which  conveys   sightseers  from  Gettysburg  to  RoTond  Top,    the 
battleground  of  lb65. 

Education,     The  first  school   in  the  Adams   vicinity   of 
which  there   is   3?ecord  was  set  up  at  Kreutz  Kirche  about  17^^-7 
by  Michael  Schlatter,    a  Gennan  Reformed  minister ,64      The 
first  English  school  opened  was   that  at  East  Berlin,   which 
did  not,  however,    long  survive   its   founding,   for  the  commu- 
nity was   then  predominantly  German,65      Gettysburg  Academy 
was   Incorporated  in  IBOl,   but  was   sold   for  debt  29  years 
later. 66 

The  Gettysburg  Theological  Seminary  for  the    training   of 
Lutheran  ministers  was   opened   in  1826.6'       j^  order  to  pro- 
vide  secondary   training  for  future   ministers,    since  a   school 
offering  such  training  did  not  exist   in  the   vicinity,    the 
directors   of   the   Seminary   in  1827  opened   the   Gettysburg  Gym- 
nasitmi.      In  l8$2   the   name   of   the  Gymnasium  was   changed   to 
Pennsylvania  College,    and   in  1921,    to  Gettysburg  College. 68 

Adams  County  today  possesses  I38  school  buildings,  of 
which  9  are  high  schools.  To  these  go  dally  7,565  pupils, 
tinder   the  guidance  of  266  teachers  and  supervisors. 69 

Population  and  Statistics.     At   the    time   of  the   forma- 
tion of  the   county,    the  population  totaled  15,172.'^°      In 
1830   the  number  had   risen  to  21,579*    of  whom  l\.^  were 
slaves. 71      The   rise   since   I85O  has  been  fairly   continuous. 
In  1950  the  total  population  numbered  37,128,   of  whom  5,S8it. 
were   classified  as  urban;    ll4.,982  as   rural-farm;    and  l6,5o2 
as   rural  nonfarm.72      Gettysburg   comprises    the   sole  urban 
area   in  the   county. 73 


62.  Wayland  F.  Dxmaway,  A  History  of  PennsylTOnia,  p.  452. 

63.  Poor*  8  Memual  of  the'TUiilroadB  of  the  United  States   for  1888, 
pp.   166,   167,   262;  Stose,   0£.   oit.,   p.   19. 

64.  History  of  Adams,   part  III,   p.  122. 

65.  Dunaway,    op.   oit.,   pp.  362,   363. 

66.  History  oTAdams,   part  III,   p.   123. 

67.  Ibid.,   p.   125;  Pa.  Dept.   Int.  Aff.,  Ninth  Ind.  Dir.,   p.   17. 

68.  Pari)ept.   Int.  Aff.,   Ninth  Ind.  Dir.,    p.   17. 

69.  Ibid. 

70.  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the  Census,   Tenth  Census  of  the  United  States, 
I,   "Aggregate  Population  by  Counties,"  table  II. 

71.  Ibid. 

72.  ITTT,  Bxu-eau  of  the  Census,   Fifteenth  Census   of  the  United 
States,    III,   part  II,   "Pennsylvania,"  table  XI. 

73.  Pa.  Dept.  Int.  Aff.,  Ninth  Ind.  Dir.,   p.  17;  U.  S.  Bureau  of 
the  Census,  Fifteenth  Census   of  the  TTnlted  States,    III,   part  II,   "Penn- 
sylvania," table  XIV. 


II.      GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND   RECORDS   SYSTEy 


Legal  Status   of  the  County.     Although  Its   exact   posi- 
tion  In  the   framework  of  government  has  never  been  clearly 
defined,    the   Pennsylvania  county   is   generally   recognized   as 
a  quasi-corporation.      It  possesses   no   power  and   can   inciir  no 
obligations  xinless    it  receives   statutory   authorization,    and 
has   no   inherent  right  of  self  government. ^      In   its    relation- 
ship  to   the   Commonwealth,    the   county   frequently   functions   as 
an  agent   for  such  administrative  matters  as   are   defined  by 
law.     Within  the   county   there   are   several   subdivisions; 
namely,    cities,   boroughs,    towns,    and   townships.      These   vinits, 
organized   primarily  for   the   performance   of  municipal   func- 
tions,  have   always   served  as   convenient  areas   for  the   con- 
duct of  the   coiaity's  business.      The   school  district,    organ- 
ized on  municipal  lines,    forms  an  additional  governmental 
arm  operating  within  the   coxmty.2 

The  co\inty  is  given  the  power  to  preserve  order  and  to 
administer  laws    relating   to   taxation  for  which  purposes   it 
utilizes   the   municipalities.      It  must  supervise    the   conduct 
of   elections;    construct   public  works;    supervise   institution- 
al  relief;    and  keep  records   of  many  matters   relating   to   the 
administration  of  covin ty  government. 

The   county  and   Its   subdivisions  have  always   formed  an 
integral  part  of  the  State   judicial^  system.     Originally  the 
county  performed   only  one  administrative   function  for  the 
State,   that  of  collecting  State   taxes  levied  within  the 
county.      In   recent  years,   however,    the    role   of   the   county   as 
an  agent  of   the   State  has  been  extended   to   the   fields  of  ed- 
ucation,   public   assistance,    health,    and   the   compilation  of 
vital   statistics.      In  all   these   Instances    the   functions  be- 
long  to   the   State,    the   coxinty  being  utilized  primarily  as   a 
convenient  geographic   area.      In  a   similar  manner   the  Federal 
Government  uses   the   cotinty  as  a  unit   In  carrying   out   the 
child  welfare   provisions  of  the   Social  Security  Act  and   in 
administering   agricultural  extension  services •' 

The  General  Assembly  may  not  establish  a  new  county   if 
such  an  act  would   reduce   the   area   of  any  existing  one   to 
less    than  I4.OO   square  miles   and  fewer   than  20,000  citizens;* 


1.  Van  Kirk  ▼.  Clark  and  Graham,   16  Sergeant  and  Rawle  286   (1827); 
Kit  tanning  Aoadeny  ▼•  Brown7"il  Pa.  269   (1862);  LaTwenoe  Comity  v. 
Leonard,   83  Pa.   206   (1876);  MoKean  County  v.  W.  A.  Young,   Commissioner 
of  the  County  of  McKean,  Appellant,    11  Super.   48T  (1899);   1854  P.L.  537 
sees.  3,  4. 

2.  Pennsylvania  Local  Goveimment  Commission,   First  Report  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  1937,  p.  11. 

3.  1935,   49  U.  S.  Stat.  620  ch.   531. 

4.  Const.,   art.  XIII. 

IS 


U  ADAMS  COUNTY 


nor  may  It  pass  special  legislation  for  individxial  coxin- 
ties.S   Prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  18714. 
many  local  laws  were  enacted  for  Adams  Coirnty.   Many  of  these 
older  laws  are  still  in  effect  because  the  constitutional 
prohibition  did  not  operate  to  repeal  the  then  existing  lo- 
cal laws.  For  many  years  this  constitutional  prohibition 
complicated  legislative  problems  since  different  laws  are 
needed  for  a  co\inty  like  Adams  with  a  popxilation  of  27,128 
and  a  county  like  Philadelphia  with  a  population  of  almost  2 
million.  The  General  Assembly  attempted  to  remedy  this  de- 
fect by  classifying  the  coxonties  according  to  poptilation  and 
enacting  legislation  for  all  co;anties  in  a  given  class.   In 
1919  all  the  67  counties  were  divided  into  eight  classes,^ 
and  in  19ii5  a  constitutional  amendment  was  passed  confirming 
this  classification.'^   Today,  irtienever  a  law  relating  to 
counties  is  passed,  it  applies  either  to  all  co\inties  or  to 
a  group  of  counties  within  a  certain  class.   Adams  falls  in- 
to the  seventh  class  which  includes  co;anties  having  a  popu- 
lation ranging  from  20,000  to  50,000.^  A  county  moves  from 
one  class  to  another  automatically  as  its  population  grows 
or  falls,  as  determined  by  the  last  preceding  decennial  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States.^ 

The  Constitution  of  I87I1.  further  provides  that  taxes  be 
uniform  upon  the  same  class  of  subjects  within  the  territo- 
rial limits  of  the  authority  levying  the  tax.  The  General 
Assembly  may  exempt  from  taxation,  however,  public  places 
used  for  public  purposes,  places  of  burial  not  held  for  pri- 
vate or  corporate  profit,  charitable  institutions,  churches, 
and  property  owned  by  military  organizations .10   Neither  mu- 
nicipalities nor  coTinties  may  incur  debts  in  excess  of  7 
percent  of  the  assessed  val\iatlon  of  the  taxable  property 
the  re  in. 11 

Structural  Development  of  County  Government.  Adams 
County  was  formed  from  York  In  accordance  with  the  act  of 
January  22,  1800.^2   At  this  early  date  the  governmental 
structure  was  based  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  1790  and  acts  of  the  General  Assembly  which  were  then  in 
force,  A  gradvial  development  can  be  traced  from  compara- 
tively simple  to  a  more  elaborate  structure  \mder  the  pres- 
ent constitution  which  was  adopted  in  18714..   This  in  turn 
has  been  modified  by  amendments  and  subsequent  legislation* 


5.  Const.,  art.  Ill,  seo.  7;  Jacob  Tanger  and  Harold  F.  Alderfer, 
PemiBylvania  Government,  State  and'  Local  pp.  189,  190. 

6l     1919  P.L.  887  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in 
seo.  51. 

7.  Const.,  art.  Ill,  seo.  34  as  am.  1923. 

8.  Pennsylvania  Manual,  1937,  p.  1145. 

9.  1919  P.L.  887  sec.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in 
seo.  32. 

10.  Const.,  art.  IX,  seo.  1  as  am.  1923. 

11.  Const.,  -art.  IX,  sec.  8  as  am.  1920. 

12.  1800,  3  Sm.L.  404  see.  1. 
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In  1800   the   administrative   officers   of  Adams  County 
were   three  coiinty  commissioners,  15    a  sheriff,!*    and  a   coro- 
ner.!^     The   sheriff  and  coroner  were  nominated  by   the   free- 
men and  appointed  by   the  Governor  whereas   the   covinty   commis- 
sioners were  elected  directly  by   the   people.      In  addition, 
the   Governor  was   empowered   to  appoint  such  clerical   officers 
as   the   prothonotary,    clerk  of  the   court   of   quarter  sessions 
and   oyer  and   terminer,    register  of  wills,    and   recorder  of 
deeds.      In  I8OO   these  offices  were   filled  by  one  man.      The 
Governor  also  appointed  a  president   judge   of  the   second   ju- 
dicial district,    of  which  Adams   Coxinty  formed  a  part,    to 
serve   during  good  behavior.l^      The    judge   In  turn  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  six  road  viewersl^    and   three   auditors, 18 
while   the   coxmty   commissioners  designated  a   treasurer's    and 
a   chief   clerk. 20      The   sheriff  selected   the  grand   j\iry. 

Under  the   provisions   of  the  Constitution  of  IbjB  the 
Governor  was   empowered  to  appoint  all    judges   of  the   court   of 
common  pleas.      A  president   judge,    for  each   judicial  district 
so  appointed  was   to   serve   for  10  years  and   the   associate 
judges  for  a   term  of  5  years .21      Appointment  as  a  method  of 
selection  of  the    judiciary  gave  way   to  direct  choice  by   the 
electorate  when  the   Constitution  of   IbjS  was   amended   in 
1850.     This  amendment  was   further   implemented  by   legislation 
in   1851  when  the  General  Assembly  declared  that   the   quali- 
fied electors   of  each  county   should  elect  one   person  to 
serve   as   president  judge  of   the   judicial  district   in  which 
the  county  was   located,    and   two   associate    judges   of   the 
courts   of  that  county. *2      ^n  associate   judge  was  first  ap- 
pointed for  Adams  County   in  I85I.      In  I8u6  Adams  County  had 
been  removed  from  the   second   judicial  district  and  made  a 
part  of   the  ninth  Judicial  district,    in  which  It  remained 
until  1835  when  it  was  removed  to   the  nineteenth  judicial 
district.      In  lUfk  it  was  made  part  of  the   forty-second   ju- 
dicial district  and  remained  so  until  I895  when  it  was   in- 
corporated into  the  fifty-first   judicial  district. 23 


13.  1710,   II  St.   at  L.   369f  1712,    III  St.  at  L.   3;   1715,    III  St.  at 
L.  83;   1717,   III  St.  at  L.   176;  1722,    III  St.  at  L.  396  rep.  but  reen. 
in  1724,    IV  St.   at  L.   10. 

14.  Const,    1790,   art,  VI,  seo,   1. 
16.     Ibid. 

16.  Const.   1790,  art.  V  sec.  2;   1791,   3  Dall.  92  seo.  3. 

17.  1700,    1  Dall.   16  seo.   2. 

18.  1791,    3  Sm.L.   16  seo.   1. 

19.  1710,    II  St.  at  L,  369  seo.   3;   1717,    III  St.  at  L.   175   seo.   11; 
1756,  V  St.   at  L.   337  seo.   13;   1799,   3  Sm.L.  3  92  seo.   13;   1834  P.L,   537 
seo.  27. 

20.  1785,  XI  St.  at  L.  454  seo.  36. 

21.  Const.  1838,   art.  V,   seo.  2. 

22.  1851  P.l.  648  seo.  1.  Under  the  provisions  of  seo.  3  of  this 
act  and  of  the  Const,  of  1838  the  president  judge  had  to  be  learned  in 
the  law, 

23.  Frank  M.  Eastman,  Cotirts  and  Lawyers  of  Pennaylvania,  A  History, 
1623-1923,    III,   591,   650,   699,   7527T6?r^ ^ 
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There  were  several  significant  changes  and  additions  to 
the  3.1st  of  coxinty  officers  during  this  period  before  187^4-. 
The  first  of  these  was  the  separating  of  the  clerical  of- 
fices which  had  been  held  bv  one  individual.   One  man  was 
chosen  by  the  Governor  In  l821  to  fill  the  office  of  pro- 
thonotary  and  another  to  fill  the  offices  of  register  of 
wills  and  recorder  of  deeds,  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter 
session  and  oyer  and  terminer,  and  clerk  of  the  orphans' 
court.  All  of  these  offices  were  recombined  for  1  year  in 
1825  and  divided  again  in  lb2k»      In  I852  the  division  was 
made  between  three  men,  one  acting  as  prothonotary,  another 
as  register  and  recorder,  and  the  third  as  clerk  of  the 
courts.  A  special  act  for  Adams  County  recognized  this  di- 
vision and  it  has  remained  \jnchanged  ever  since. 2*   The  sec- 
ond 'change  was  an  increase  in  the  power  of  the  electorate  in 
lb39,25  when  the  people  chose,  for  a  fixed  term  of.  5  years, 
the  clerical  officers  just  mentioned,  the  sheriff,  and  the 
coroner, 26   The  sheriff  and  the  county  conmlssioners  now 
drew  the  names  of  those  persons  who  were  to  serve  on  the 
grand  jury.   Power  to  elect  a  county  treasurer, 27  three 
county  auditors ,28  and  three  directors  of  the  poor29  was  add- 
ed to  the  other  elective  powers.  The  co\anty  commissioners 
were  directed  to  appoint  a  mercantile  appraiser^O  and  to 
serve  ex  officio  with  the  associate  Judges  of  the  court  of 
conmon  pleas,  as  a  county  board  of  revision. ^^   The  next  in- 
novation was  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  district  at- 
torney to  replace  the  former  deputy  attorneys  general  in 
each  county ;^2  another  was  the  creation  of  the  office  of  the 
county  surveyor  whose  duties  included  the  functions  of  the 
former  deputy  surveyor;53  still  another,  was  the  selection 
of  a  county  superintendent  of  schools  by  local  boards  of 
school  directors  for  a  term  of  5  years. 34   in  I867  two  jtiry 
commissioners  were  added  to  the  expanding  group  of  county 
functionaries, '5   After  this  time  the  personnel  of  the  grand 
jury  was  selected  by  them. 


24.  1839  P,L,  559  seo,  1. 

25.  Ibid, 

26.  Coast,  1838,  art.  VI,  seo.  1, 

27.  1841  P.L.  400  seo.  1, 

28.  1809,  5  SnuL,  19  rop.  1929  P.L,  1278  seo,  1051;  1810  P,L,  207, 
5  SsuL,  161;  1814  P,L,  44,  6  Sm,L.  103;  1834  P.L,  537  seo.  44  rep,  1929 
P.L.  1278  seo.  1051. 

29.  1817  P.L.  196. 

30.  1846  P.L.  486  seo.  12. 

31.  1842  P.L.  441  seos.  10,  11  am.  1844  P.L.  501  rep.  1933  P.L. 
853  seo.  601  but  reen.  in  seo.  501,  502.  The  amendment  of  1844  removed 
the  judges  from  the  board. 

32.  1850  P.L.  654  seo.  1. 

33.  1850  P.L.  434  seos.  5,  10,  11  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but 
reen.  in  seo.  160. 

34.  1854  P.L.  617  seos.  57,  39. 

35.  1876  P.L..62  seo.  1;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  293  am.  1931  P.L.  401 
seo.  1. 
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The  Constitution  of  liiji\.   listed  as  coxmty  officers,  the 
prothonotary,  clerk  of  the  courts,  sheriff,  coroner,  regis- 
ter of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  three  commissioners,  treas- 
urer, surveyor,  three  auditors,  and  district  attorney ,36 
Adams  County  government  had  already  attained  a  form  greatly 
different  from  the  original  structure  as  can  be  seen  by  com- 
parison of  the  chart  of  county  government  of  180O  with  that 
of  iByij..  The  office  of  associate  judge  of  the  coiirt  of  com- 
mon pleas  not  learned  In  the  law  was  abolished  In  counties 
forming  separate  judicial  dlstrlcts,37   Adams  county  was  at 
this  time  part  of  the  forty- second  judicial  district,  and 
only  one  judge  served  the  court  of  that  dlstrlct.28   There 
were  no  associate  Judges  for  the  judicial  district  of  which 
Adams  was  a  part  from  lb75  ^o  l^^J*  ^^  which  time  two  asso- 
ciate judges  were  appointed.   Judges  of  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  learned  In  the  law  were  declared  by  the  Constitution 
of  liijU.   to  be  judges  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace,  oyer  and  terminer,  and  general  Jail  delivery,  and  of 
the  orphans'  court,  and  within  their  respective  districts, 
as  justices  of  the  peace  in  criminal  matters.'® 

By  I9I4.O  many  changes  had  been  made  In  the  structural 
organization  of  county  government.  The  cottrt  of  common 
pleas  of  Adams  CoTinty  now  consists  of  a  president  judge .^^ 
An  Inspector  of  weights  and  measures*!  and  a  county  sollcl- 
tor*2  were  appointed  by  the  covinty  commissioners.  In  ad- 
dition, one  probation  officer  and  assistant  have  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  Judges  of  the  court  of  Adams  Covmty  since 
1925,43  who  were  also  to  appoint  a  board  of  viewers  composed 
of  three  members ,44   a  still  further  change  was  the  exten-^ 
sion  of  the  terms  of  all  elected  county  officers  to  k   years 
with  the  exception  of  the  judges  who  retained  their  tenure 
of  10  years. 46 

The  development  of  ex  officio  boards  such  as  the  sink- 
ing fvind  commlsslon46  shows  a  tendency  to  \inite  the  efforts 
of  the  separately  elected  county  officers  In  specific  fxinc- 
tlons  relating  to  county  government.  The  county  commlsslon- 


36.     Const.,   art,  XIV,   see,  1. 

57.  Ibid.,  art.  V,  see,  5. 

58,  Smull's  Legislative  Handbook,   1873,  pp.   308,  309. 

39.  Const,,  art,  V,  sec,  9. 

40.  Ibid.,  860.  5. 

41.  I5lT  P.L.  276  seo,  1  as  am.  1913  P.L.  960  am.  1917  P.L.  1105 
seo.  1. 

42.  1895  P.L.  101  seo.  1  am.  1903  P.L.  11  No.  11  rep,  1929  P,L. 
1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo.  151. 

43.  1903  P,L,  274  seo,  3  am,  1933  P.L.  1433  seo.  17;  1909  P.L.  495 
seo.  3. 

44.  1859  P.L.  508. 

45.  Const.,  art.  V,  seo.  15;  art.  XIV,  seo.  2  as  am.  1909. 

46.  1911  P.L.  895  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L,  1278  seo,  1051  btrt  reen.  in 
seo,  395,     This  boai*d  is  oaiiq)Osed  of  the  oommlss loners,  the  auditors, 
euid  the  treasurer. 
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ers  alone  were  required  to  serve  ex  officio  as  the  county 
board  of  elections,**^  the  registration  coinmlssion,*^  and  the 
coiinty  Institution  district  board. *^   A  tuberculosis  hospi- 
tal advisory  board,  consisting  of  five  citizens  appointed  by 
the  court  and  serving  for  a  5-year  term,  was  provided  for  by 
statute. 50   Adams  County,  however,  does  not  have  one. 

The  mercantile  appraiser,  formerly  appointed  by  the 
county  commissioners,  was  now  named  ann\ially  by  the  State 
Auditor  General. 51   Recently  a  county  board  of  assistance 
composed  of  seven  members  appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the 
approval  of  the  State  Senate,  and  serving  for  a  J-year  term, 
has  been  created. 52   The  agricultural  extension  service  of 
Pennsylvania  State  College  appointed  a  county  agricultural 
agent  for  Adams  Coxmty  in  1919* 

General  Administration.  Administration  of  coxinty  af- 
fairs  in  Pennsylvania  rests  on  the  d\ial  axes  of  the  county 
commissioners  and  the  court  of  quarter  sessions.  Although 
created  exclusively  to  supervise  the  fiscal  aspects  of  coun- 
ty government,  the  county  commissioners  at  the  end  of  the 
eighteenth  century  gradually  assvmied  control  over  the  proc- 
esses of  elections  which  they,  acting  ex  officio  as  the 
coxinty  board  of  elections  and  the  registration  commission, 
share  today  with  the  court  of  q\iarter  sessions.   In  addi- 
tion, the  court  was  given  supervision  over  mxiniclpalities  in 
the  construction  of  public  works  such  as  roads  and  bridges, 
a  power  lodged  in  it  at  the  present  time,  as  well  as  super- 
vision over  the  clerical  officers  in  the  compilation  of  pub- 
lic records. 

Urbanization  created  new  problems  in  the  nineteenth 
century  which  demanded  the  increasing  attention  of  the  coun- 
ty; namely,  the  administration  of  public  welfare  in  the  form 
of  institutional  relief;  prevention  of  and  piinishment  for 
crime;  and  supervision  over  educational  methods.   Thus,  the 
poor  directors  were  empowered  to  provide  for  Indigents  in 
county  Institutions,  while  the  county  commissioners  were 
made  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  dependent  and  delin- 
quent children  and  indigents.   This  dual  responsibility  con- 
tinued until  the  formation  of  the  covuity  institution  dis- 
trict in  1938  which  is  given  complete  control  over  all 
classes  of  indigents  in  need  of  institutional  care. 

The  possibility  of  the  rapid  movement  of  criminals  over 
improved  roads  and  the  possibility  that  they  might  hide  in 
large  towns  led  to  greater  activity  on  the  part  of  the  coun- 


47.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  301(b). 

48.  1935  P.L.  478  No.  195  am.  1937  P.L.  849  seo.  4;  1937  P.L.  487 
seo.  3. 

49.  1937  P.L.  2017. 

50.  1925  P.L.  65  seo.  3;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  624. 

51.  1899  P.L.  184  am.  1919  P.L.  936  seo.  1. 

52.  1937  P.L.  2051  seo.  5. 
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ty  In  apprehending  these  persons.   Thus,  the  machinery  of 
the  law  was  strengthened  in  the  coiinty  and  the  functions  of 
the  district  attorney,  sheriff,  and  coroner  were  more  close- 
ly integrated.  The  sheriff's  responsibility  over  the  county 
jail  continues  to  date,  a  prison  board  never  having  been  es- 
tablished in  Adams  County,   It  is  the  sheriff,  also,  who 
acts  as  jail  warden. 

In  the  field  of  education  the  county  has  never  played  a 
central  role  since  educational  activity  is  a  State  function. 
The  county  enters  the  picture  only  through  the  county  super- 
intendent of  schools,  and  through  the  county  board  of  school 
directors  who  supervise  educational  methods  in  certain  dis- 
tricts and  provide  for  transportation  of  students  in  rural 
areas. 

The  broad  functional  lines  in  administration  are  much 
the  same  today  as  they  were  when  Adams  County  was  created. 
The  general  trend  is  toward  State  control  over  county  activ- 
ities which  lie  in  the  realm  of  State  administrative  con- 
trol, particularly  in  these  cases  where  need  is  felt  for 
uniformity  in  practice  among  the  cotmties  throughout  the 
State. 

Registration  of  Title  to  Property.   Under  the  proprie- 
tary government  of  Pennsylvania,  prospective  purchasers  of 
land  were  required  to  make  written  application  to  the  State 
Land  Office,   This  application  was  entered  in  a  book,  and  a 
warrant,  or  order,  was  thereupon  Issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Land  Office  directing  the  Surveyor  General  to  make  a 
survey  for  the  warrantee.  A  report  of  the  survey  was  re- 
turned to  the  Land  Office.   Upon  its  acceptance  the  warran- 
tee was  entitled  to  receive  a  patent  on  the  land,  upon  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  price, 53   This  procedure  was  continued 
■under  the  government  of  the  Comm.onwealth  according  to  the 
former  customs  and  usages  of  the  proprietary  Land  Office. 

Although  modifications  have  been  Introduced  in  the  mat- 
ter of  filing  original  titles,  the  essential  outlines  of 
procedure  have  been  preserved, 54   in  1792  the  deputy  survey- 
or was  directed  to  keep  books  in  which  to  enter  applications 
for  warrants  and  descriptions  of  the  land,  and  after  having 
perfected  his  survey,  to  record  the  boundaries  in  a  survey 
book, 55  p^   significant  change  occurred  in  I85O  when  the  task 
of  executing  surveys  in  the  counties  was  given  to  an  elected 
county  surveyor  who  replaced  the  appointed  deputy  surveyor .56 

Legislation  designed  to  establish  a  system  for  record- 
ing instruments  relating  to  the  conveyance  of  land  was  passed 
in  1715 •   In  that  year  the  cornerstone  of  the  present 


53.  Robert  G.  Bushong,  Pennsylvania  Land  Law,  I,  332-338, 

54.  Ibid.,  p.  350;  1781,  1  Sm.L,  529;  1784,  2  Sm.L.  102. 

55.  1792,  3  Sm.L.  70  seo.  5. 

56.  1850  P.L.  434  seos,  5,  10. 
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method  was  laid  when  the  office  of  recorder  of  deeds  was  es- 
tahllshed  for  the  piirpose  of  recording  every  deed  and  mort- 
gage brought  to  his  of flee. 57   subsequent  legislation  im- 
posed upon  him  the  duty  of  keeping  appropriate  indexes. 68 
It  was  not  until  l8i+6,  however,  that  the  recorder  of  deeds 
was  required  to  record  original  patents  granted  by  the  Com- 
monwealth, as  well  as  deeds  of  sheriffs,  coroners,  and 
treasurers. 59   jn  l8lB  he  was  directed  to  record  deeds  of 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 60  and  in  1855, 
deeds  of  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  filed  by 
nonresidents.ol   The  existing  system  of  recording  satisfac- 
tions of  mortgages  was  instituted  in  I715  when  the  mortgagee 
or  his  attorney,  at  the  request  of  the  mortgagor,  was  re- 
quired to  enter  satisfaction  on  the  margin  of  the  record  in 
the.  recorder's  of  flee. 62   m  l8l].9  the  recorder  was  required 
to  keep  a  record  of  assignments  of  mortgages. 63 

In  all  transactions  involving  land,  the  tract  must  be 
Identified,  The  identification  on  the  record  need  not  be  a 
formal  description,  but  may  be  by  name ,64  number ,65  or  by  a 
description  of  any  house  erected  on  it. 66   The  method  used 
is  to  locate  the  tract  and  to  fix  either  natiaral  or  artifi- 
cial points  on  the  ground,  designating  the  owners  of  the  ad- 
joining land,  the  directions  of  the  boundary  lines  ascer- 
tained by  means  of  a  surveying  instrument,  the  length  of  the 
boundary  lines  from  point  to  point,  and  the  area  of  the 
tract. 67 

Liens  affecting  the  title  to  property  other  than  mort- 
gages must  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of 
the  court  of  common  pleas.  Of  these  the  most  important  are 
judgments,  mechanics'  liens,  municipal  liens,  liens  of  in- 


57.  1715,  1  Sm.L,  94  seo.  1.  For  oommBnt  on  earlier  attempts  to 
©stabliah  a  reoording  system,  see  Bushong,  0£.  cit.,  II,  740,  741. 

58.  1827  P.L.  154  seo.  5;  1875  P.L.  32  seos.  1-4. 

59.  1846  P.L.  124  No.  100  seo.  1. 

60.  1818  P.L,  285  seo.   5;   1901  P.L.   404  seoa,   9,    10. 

61.  1855  P.L.  415  seo.   Ij   1857  P.L.  298   seo.   2. 

62.  1715,    1  Sm.L.   94  seos.   9,   lOj    1849  P.L.   524  seo.   14j    1915  P.L. 
198  No.  108. 

63.  1849  P.L.  524  seo.  14.     Before  1849  there  was  a  oonflict  of 
opinion  on  the  reoording  of  assignments   of  nwrtgagea  under  1775,   1  Sm.L, 
422,   on  whioh  see  Bvishong,   op.  oit.,   I,    188. 

64.  Glass  T.  Gilbert ,   58  Pa.   266  (1868);  MoClement's  Appeal,   2  Su- 
per. 443   U896). 

65.  Greeley  and  Bemis  ▼.  Thomas,   56  Pa.  35   (1867);  W.  _I.  Baohop  v. 
Stephen  Critohlow7T42  Pa.   518   (1891);  Fuller  v.  Cole,   ZJ  Super.  563 
(1907). 

66.  Bennett  ▼.  Blttle,  4  Rawle  339  (1834);  Rogers  ▼.  Smith,  4  Pa. 
93  (l846)7"S^?airFg  v.  Swartz,  4  Pa.  353  (1846);  Wright  v.  Chestnut  Hill 
Iron  Ore  Company,  45  Pa.  475  (1863).  See  also  1868  P.L.  97  sec.  1  and 
T5TT  FTC,   447  seo.  34(a). 

67.  Bushong,   op.  oit.,   I,   310, 
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heritance  taxes,  liquid  fuel  taxes.  Federal  taxes,  surplus 
money  bonds,  and  attachments. 

The  prothonotairy  is  likewise  the  custodian  of  important 
records  relating  to  property.   He  must  keep  a  partition 
docket  in  which  he  enters  all  the  proceedings  in  partition 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  common  pleas. 68   Par- 
tition proceedings  of  estates  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
orphans'  court  must  be  recorded  in  a  docket  by  the  clerk  of 
the  o  rphan  s '  c  our t .69 

Judiciary.   The  composition  of  the  first  courts  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  Adams  County  was  determined  vinder  the  authority 
of  the  Constitution  of  1790,  as  defined  by  subsequent  legis- 
lation, whereby  the  General  Assembly  was  directed  to  divide 
the  State  into  judicial  circuits.   The  Governor  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  president  judge  for  each  circuit,  and  not 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  four  additional  associate 
judges  in  each  county.  They  served  during  good  behavior. 70 
At  the  time  the  first  court  was  held  in  Adams  Co\jnty  in 
l800,  this  covmty  formed  a  part  of  the  second  judicial  dis- 
trict.  In  l8o6  Adams  County  together  with  Cumberland  was 
severed  from  the  second  judicial  district  and  transferred  to 
the  ninth  judicial  district.   In  IB35  York  and  Adams  were 
constituted  the  nineteenth  jtidicial  district,  but  in  187I4. 
Adams  was  transferred  to  the  forty-second  judicial  district 
together  with  Fulton  County. 71   Important  changes  relative 
to  the  appointment  of  judges  were  prescribed  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  1858.   The  Governor's  appointments  became  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  State  Senate,  and  the  terms  of  the 
associate  and  president  judges  were  fixed  at  5  and  10  years 
respectively.   This  constitution  was  amended  in  I85O  and  tb« 
judges  became  elective  officials. 72   The  Constitution  of 
I87I4  required  the  people  to  elect  one  judge  learned  in  the 
law  and  such  additional  judges  as  the  General  Assembly  might 
provide.   It  also  abolished  the  office  of  associate  judge 
not  learned  in  the  law  in  coimties  constituting  a  separate 
judicial  district. 73  Adams  Coimty,  however,  did  not  consti- 
tute a  separate  judicial  district  at  any  time.   In  I895 
Adams  and  Fulton  were  constituted  the  fifty-first  judicial 
district.  Today  they  have  only  a  president  Jxidge. 

Justices  of  the  peace,  magistrates,  and  aldermen  com- 
prise the  lowest  courts  of  the  judicial  hierarchy.  These 
officers  are  elected  in  the  various  townships,  boroughs,  and 


68.  1850  P.L,  569  seo*  27. 

69.  1889  P.L,  23  No.  21;  1917  P.L.  337  see.  42. 

70,  Const.  1790,  art,  V,  see,  4, 

71,  1895  P.L,  190;  Eastman,  0£.  cit..  Ill,  591,  650,  699,  752, 
769,  770  . 

72.  Const.  1838,  art.  V,  seo.  2  as  am,  1850,  See  also  1851  P,L, 
648, 

73,  Const,,  art.  V,  seo,  5, 
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cities  for  terms  of  6  years ,74   Theirs  are  not  courts  of 
record,  and  they  have  Jurisdiction  over  lesser  crimes  and 
disputes.  However,  they  may  also  hold  over  cases  brought 
before  them  for  grand  ju]?y  action  and  subsequent  trial  In 
the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and 
terminer. 

The  primary  court  of  the  judicial  district  consists  of 
three  branches:  The  court  of  common  pleas,  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  and  the  court  of  oyer  and  tenniner.   From 
time  to  time  the  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  has  been  re- 
stated."^^   Briefly  It  may  be  said  that  the  court  of  common 
pleas  has  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  matters;  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  exercises  jurisdiction  over  roads  and 
bridges  and  the  lesser  crimes  and  misdemeanors;  and  the 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  handles  crimes  of  a  more  serious 
nature.  The  court  of  quarter  sessions  was  given  additional 
powers  under  the  acts  of  lti67  and  ltl95  when  this  court  was 
empowered  to  adjudicate  questions  of  nonsupport  and  deser- 
tion.76   By  the  act  of  I905  as  amended  in  1955,  it  was  given 
jurisdiction  over  dependent,  neglected,  and  delinquent 
children  under  16  years  of  age,  except  in  cases  involving 
homicide."^  The  court  of  quarter  sessions  sitting  in  juvenile 
cases  is  sometimes  referred  to  as  the  "juvenile  court." 

For  many  years  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
have  presided  over  the  orphans'  court  and  have  been  .empowered 
to  supervise  tne  "estate,  usage  and  employment"  of  or- 
phans.'^^  A  separate  orphans'  court  has  never  been  estab- 
lished in  Adama  County  and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common 
pleas  still  preside  over  tne  orpnans'  court.  Their  juris- 
diction in  this  respect  has  been  defined  by  the  Orphans' 
Court  Act  of  1917  and  Includes  the  probate  of  wills,  settle- 
ment of  the  estates  of  minors  and  decedents,  and  adoption 
proceedings."^^ 

It  should  be  added  here  that  Pennsylvania,  unlike  many 
of  her  sister  states,  has  no  separate  court  of  chancery. 
Instead,  the  powers  of  the  latter  are  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court  of  common  pleas. ^0   The  president  judge  of 


74.  Const.,   art.  V,    see.   11. 

75.  For  a  disoussion  of  the  provincial  and  post-Revolutionary  de- 
velopment of  these  ooiirts,    see  Eastman,   op.  oit.,   I,   91,    151,   220,   311, 
See  also  1836  P.L.   784  seo.~I?;   1860  P.L.  427~s'eos.   31,   32;    1901  P.L. 
606  sec.   1. 

76.  1867  P.L.  78   sec.  Ij   1895  P.L.  316   seos.   1,   2. 

77.  1903  P.L,  274  seo,   1;    1933  P.L.   1433  seo.   1. 

78.  Lawrence  Lewis,   Jr.,   "The  Coijrts  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Seven- 
teenth Century,"   The  Pennsylvania  Magazina   of  History  and  Biography,  V 
(1881),    155 J   1700,    II  St.  at  L.  81  oh.  63;  T712,    III  St.  at  L,   14 

seo,   1, 

79.  1917  P.L.  363. 

80.  Const.,   art.   V,    seo.   20;   1700,    II  St.  at  L.   134   seo.    1;   1836 
P.L,   784  seo,  13, 


GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND  RECORDS  SYSTEM        23 


the  judicial  district,  sitting  In  equity  Is  known  as  the 
chancellor. 

The  Superior  Court  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania are  the  two  appellate  courts  of  the  Commonwealth  and 
operate  for  the  State  as  a  whole.   The  Superior  Court,  es- 
tablished hy  statute  in  lti95*  ^^^   final  jurisdiction  In  ap- 
peals of  all  criminal  cases,  except  those  involving  feloni- 
ous homicide,  and  cases  concerning  the  right  to  a  public 
office.   In  civil  controversies  its  jurisdiction  is  appel- 
late in  all  cases  Involving  less  than  $id,5'JO,81 

The  Supreme  Court,  established  in  1722,  Is  the  highest 
court  of  the  State. 82   it  has  original  jurisdiction  in  cases 
of  Injxonction  where  a  corporation  is  a  party  defendant,  of 
habeas  corpus,  of  mandamus  to  courts  of  inferior  jurisdic- 
tion, and  of  quo  warranto  as  to  all  officers  of  the  Conmon- 
wealth.   It  has  appellate  jurisdiction  by  appeal,  certio- 
rari, or  writ  of  error  in  all  cases.   On  appeal  from  the 
district  courts,  the  Supreme  Court  hears  cases  involving 
sxims  over  $2,500  and  criminals  accused  of  felonious  homi- 
cide .^^   Since  the  Supreme  Court  Is  the  highest  court  in  the 
judicial  hierarchy  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  Is  the  ultimate 
authority  In  the  interpretation  of  the  constitution  and  the 
laws  of  the  State. 

Law  Enforcement.  From  the  earliest  times  the  sheriff 
has  been  the  chief  conservator  of  the  peace  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  county.   His  power  to  summon  a  posse  comltatiis 
(band  of  citizens)  In  apprehending  criminals  and  quelling 
riots  and  disturbances  signifies  the  Importance  of  the  sher- 
iff In  the  preservation  of  the  peace.  The  power  to  suppress 
disorder  may  also  be  exercised  by  the  coroner,  the  local 
justices  of  the  peace,  or  the  constables  of  municipali- 
ties.84   The  power  of  the  State  to  preserve  the  peace  Is 
manifested  in  the  present  activities  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Motor  Police  who  are  also  active  In  enforcing  the  law  in  the 
counties.  Although  not  superseding  the  authority  of  the 
sheriff,  the  Motor  Police  supplement  his  activities  particu- 
larly where  cooperation  among  the  counties  is  necessairy. 

It  has  always  been  the  duty  of  the  coroner  to  investi- 
gate deaths  of  a  suspicious  or  violent  nature,  and  to  hold 
Inquests.   The  coroner  as  a  judicial  officer  may  empanel  a 
Jury  of  not  more  than  six, 85  and  may  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses  to  assist  him  in  determining  the  cause  of 
deaths  and  in  fixing  the  responsibility.   If  the  Jury  deter- 
mines responsibility  for  a  death,  it  is  the  coroner's  duty 


81.  1895  P.L.  212  seos.  1,  7;  1899  P.L.  248  seo.  3  anu  1923  P.L. 
3  No.  2  seo.  1. 

82.  1722,  1  Dall.  171  seo.  11. 

83.  Const.,  art.  V,  seo.  3;  1836  P.L.  784  seo.  1, 

84.  Sylvester  B.  Sadler,  Criminal  Prooediire  in  Pennsylvania,  I,  106, 

85.  1857  P.L,  536  No,  592. 
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to  apprehend  the  person  so  charged,  for  #iich  purpose  he  may 
direct  his  warrant  to  the  sheriff.   The  coroner  is  also  a 
committing  magistrate  and  if  the  jury  should  find  a  person 
guiltj  of  homicide  it  is  his  duty  to  commit  that  person  to 
prison,  without  hail,  to  await  trial. ^^   In  the  event  that 
there  is  no  coroner  by  reason  of  vacancy,  or  if  he  is  absent 
from-  the  county,  or  should  his  office  be  more  than  10  miles 
distant  from  the  place  where  the  death  occurred,  a  local 
justice  of  the  peace  may  hold  the  inquest  in  his  stead. 
Where  an  inquest  is  necessary,  the  coroner  is  empowered  to 
order  a  post-mortem  examination,  and  he  can  bind  the  coionty 
for  the  services  of  a  physician.Q*^ 

Indictments  are  formal  accusations  directed  against  a 
person  suspected  of  crime.   The  use  of  information  is  limit- 
ed by  the  Pennsylvania  Constitution  to  cases  arising  in  mil- 
itary service  or  by  permission  of  the  court,  in  cases  in- 
volving oppression  or  misdemeanor  in  office .88   Bills  of  in- 
dictment and  information,  both  of  which  are  written  state- 
ments accusing  the  defendant  of  an  offense  punishable  by 
law,  are  prepared  by  the  district  attorney  on  behalf  of  the 
Com.monwealth,   Prior  to  I85U  this  was  the  duty  of  the  Attor- 
ney General.   In  that  year,  however,  the  duties  of  the  depu- 
ty were  vested  in  an  elected  district  attorney.89 

Arrests  are  usually  made  upon  information  given  under 
oath  before  a  justice  of  the  peace.   If  a  prira-facie  case 
is  made  out,,  the  justice  of  the  peace  may  bind  over  the  ac- 
cused for  trial  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  term.iner.  After  the  bill  of  Indictment  has  been  pre- 
pared it  must  be  laid  before  the  grand  jury,  12  of  whom  must 
concur  in  order  to  find  a  "true  bill,"  thus  placing  the  pris- 
oner on  trial, ^^    The  coroner  may  also  make  returns  to  the 
courts  after  an  inquisition,  and  similarly,  local  constables 
are  required  to  m.ake  returns  of  all  offenses  punishable  by 
law,  whereupon  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  district  attorney 
to  frame  the  indictment. 91   Bills  of  indictment  may  also  be 
based  on  presentments  or  reports  of  the  grand  jury  m:ade 
after  investigation  of  public  evils  by  direction  of  the 
court  or  from  the  knowledge  of  the  jurors  themselves. 92   At 
times  the  district  attorney  may  present  an  indictment  before 
a  grand  jury  without  previous  binding  over  or  commitment  of 
the  accused.   This  procedure  is  employed  only  when  there  is 
urgent  need  in  applying  the  law  enforcement  machinery. 93 


86.  Sadler,   o£.   oit.,    I,   38,   39. 

87.  Ibid.,    II,   875. 

88.  Const. ,   art.   I,    sec.   10. 

89.  Comm.  ex  rel.  Minerd  et  al..  Appellants  v.  Margiotti,  325  Pa. 
17  (l936)TTF50~T.rr"654  sec.  T7  T929  P.L.  1278  sec.  246  am.  1931  P.L. 
401  sec.  1  am.   1937  P.L.   2619  sec.    1;  Const,,   art.  XIV,    sec.   1, 

90.  Sadler,  op.  cit.,  I,  39. 

91.  Ibid.,  p.  2437"  For  returns  of  constables,  aldermen,  and  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  see  1875  P.L,  28  No,  31  seo,  3. 

92.  Sadler,  op.  cit,,  I,  251-255, 

93.  Ibid,,  pp.  255,  256. 
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The  usual  rr.ethod  of  instituting  proceedings  in  the  ap- 
prehension of  criminals  is  by  means  of  a  warrant  of  arrest 
issued  by  local  justices  of  the  peace,  the  sheriff,  or  the 
district  attorney  to  an  authorized  ministerial  officer  such 
as  a  constable,  deputy  sheriff,  or  county  detective  direct- 
ing the  apprehension  of  the  alleged  offender.^   The  Judges 
of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  may 
also  issue  writs,  warrants,  and  other  processes  to  the  sher- 
iff or  to  the  coroner  when  circumstances  demand  this  pro- 
cedure ,95   In  cases  of  arrest  by  warrant,  the  constable  or 
other  officer  must  take  the  person  named  thereon  into  custo- 
dy.  In  order  to  do  this  he  is  further  empowered  to  call 
citizens  to  his  assistance. 96   Arrests  may  also  be  m.ade 
without  a  formal  warrant  for  an  offense  which  an  officer 
sees  committed.   In  cases  of  this  nature,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  officer  making  the  arrest  to  take  the  accused  without 
delay  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  formal  accusation 
and  hearing  before  he  is  incarcerated. 97   in  I909,  however, 
the  sheriff,  constables,  and  members  of  the  State  Police, 
now  the  Pennsylvania  Motor  Police,  were  empowered  to  detain 
suspects  for  L\.Q   hours  in  lockups  or  prisons  until  their 
cases  could  be  disposed  of  according  to  law. 98   since  IB89 
the  county  commissioners  have  had  the  power  to  offer  a  re- 
ward for  the  apprehension  or  detection  of  criminals .99   Af- 
ter formal  arrest  is  made  the  prisoner  may  be  released  on 
bail  or  may  be  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  or 
local  constable  and  placed  in  Jail.  While  in  jail  the  ac- 
cused is  in  custody  of  the  warden;  in  Adams  County  the  sher- 
iff acts  as  warden. 

The  prosecution  of  persons  accused  of  crimes  begins  af- 
ter the  bill  of  indictment  has  been  brought  into  court  as  a 
"true  bill"  by  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jujry.  At  all  such 
times  the  district  attorney  or  his  assistant  is  the  legal 
adviser  of  the  grand  Jury.   It  is  his  duty  as  prosecuting 
attorney  to  bring  proper  witnesses  before  the  Jury  as  well 
as  to  superintend  the  examination  of  the  witnesses  and  to 
give  instructions  on  all  questions  of  law, 100   The  district 
attorney,  as  the  successor  of  the  deputy  attorney  general, 
represents  the  Comm.onwealth  in  criminal  prosecutions.   He 
must  endorse  the  bills  of  indictm.ent  and  conduct  all  crimi- 
nal and  other  prosecutions  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth, 
He  may  not  discharge  a  prisoner  from  custody  nor  enter  a 
nolle  prosequi  without  first  obtaining  the  approbation  of 
the  court  in  writing,101 


94.  Sadler,    op.   cit.,    I,    78. 

95.  1860  P.L,  42TTec,   1. 

96.  Sadler,    oa.  cit.,    I,   87. 

97.  Ibid.,    pp'.   91-98, 

98.  1909  P.L.   141  No.   92  sec.   1, 

99.  1889  P.L.   132  No.    147  am,   1919  P.L.  41  No.   31  but  reo.   1929 
P.L,   1278  sec,   1051  and  reen.    in  sec.  491. 

100.  Sadler,    0£.   cit.,    I,   266,    267,   274. 

101.  1850  P.L.  654  see.   1. 


26  ADAMS  COUNTY- 


After  a  verdict  of  guilty  has  been  rendered  by  the  jury 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  rr.ay  sen- 
tence the  prisoner  to  a  State  penitentiary  or  to  the  county 
jail. -^^2   In  sonie  cases  prisoners  are  coirmitted  to  a  work- 
house as  in  Allegheny  County. 103   The  length  of  the  prison 
term  is  prescribed  by  law.   Women  over  l6  years  of  age  are 
comiritted  to  the  State  Industrial  Home  at  Wuncy,  since  they 
may  not  be  im.prisoned  in  a  State  penitentiary  .104   l.'ale 
criminals  between  the  ages  of  15  and  25  not  known  to  have 
been  previously  sentenced  to  any  State  prison,  may  be  sent 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Industrial  School  at  Huntingdon, 105 
Male  or  fem.ale  incorrigible  children  under  the  af-e  of  21 
years,  may  be  admitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  Training  School 
at  M organza.  106 

Dependent,  neglected,  and  delinquent  children  under  Iti 
may  be  committed,  after  a  hearing  by  juvenile  court,  to  any 
society  organized  for  the  protection  of  children;  to  ap- 
proved families;  or  to  an  Industrial  or  training  school, 107 
When  a  jury  acquits  a  defendant  on  grounds  of  insanity  he 
must  be  examined  and  if  found  to  be  insane  he  is  comm.itted 
to  a  hospital  for  mental  diseases  under  the  J.'ental  Health 
Act  of  1925.   The  county  bears  the  expense, 108   in  all  cases 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  or  his  deputy  to  deliver  pris- 
oners and  insane  persons  to  the  proper  places  of  confine- 
ments 109 

Finance ,   Since  there  is  no  elected  controller  in  Adars 
County"J  ttie  county  commissioners  rr.eet  annually  in  order  to 
calculate  the  probable  expenses  of  the  county  for  the  fol- 
lowing year, 110   Under  the  provisions  of  the  General  County 
Law  of  1929  as  am.ended  in  1955*  when  the  returns  of  the  lo- 
cally elected  assessors  have  been  m.ade,  the  commissioners 
m.ay  fix  the  rate  of  taxation  upon  the  adjusted  valuation  of 
the  property  of  the  count;/-  necessary  to  meet  the  budgeted 
expenses, 111   Final  action  m.ay  not  be  taken  on  the  proposed 
budget  until  after  at  least  lU  days  public  notice,  and  the 
budget  m.ust  be  published  at  least  20  days  prior  to  the  date 
set  for  Its  adoption.   Within  I5  days  after  adoption,  a  copy 


102.  Sadler,  op,  cit.,  I,  732,  733. 

103.  1866  P.L.  8;  1871  P.L,  184, 

104.  1935  P.L.  1165, 

105.  1887  P.L.  63  No.  30  sec.  4. 

106.  1850  P.L.  538  sec.  15  saved  from  repeal  by  1933  P.L.  1433  seo, 
29  and  1933  P.L.  1449  art.  V  sees.  502,  503. 

107.  1933  P.L.  1433  sec.  8  am.  1939  P.L.  394  sec.  1. 

108.  1923  P.L.  998  art.  Ill  sees.  303,  304,  307,  308.  See  also 
1845  P.L.  440  seo.  10  and  1860  P.L.  427  title  VI  sec.  66  am."T529  P.L. 
532  sec.  2. 

109.  1887  P.L.  63  sec.  9;  1917  P.L.  237  No.  129;  1923  P.L.  1044 
seo.  3  am.  1929  P.L.  640  seo.  3;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  186. 

110.  1717-18,  III  St,  at  L.  175  sec,  2;  1724-25,  IV  St.  at  L.  10 
sec.  3;  1799,  4  Dall.  508  sec.  7. 

111.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  361  am.  1935  P.L.  1184  sec.  2. 
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of  the  budget  must  be  filed  with  the  Department  of  Internal 
Affairs.   The  commissioners  rray  not  increase  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  county  to  an  amount  beyond  the  taxes  assessed. 
They  may  authorize  the  transfer  within  the  fund  of  any  unen- 
cumbered balance  from  one  spending  agency  to  another,  only 
during  the  last  9  months  of  the  year.H2 

The  expenditures  of  the  following  county  officers  and 
institutions  are  subject  to  budgetary  control:  County  com- 
missioners, solicitor,  prothonotary,  clerk  of  courts,  re- 
corder of  deeds,  register  of  wills,  sheriff,  coroner,  dis- 
trict attorney,  probation  and  parole  officers,  jury  commis- 
sioners, treasurer,  auditors,  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  surveyor,  and  inspector  of  weights  and  measures. 
Budgets  for  school  districts  in  Adams  County  are  prepared  by 
the  board  of  school  directors  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
county  budgets ,113 

Two  classes  of  property,  real  and  personal,  are  taxable 
for  county  purposes,  in  Pennsylvania.   Real  property  in- 
cludes lands,  houses,  lots,  mills,  factories,  buildings,  and 
structures  of  all  kinds.   Personal  property  includes  furni- 
ture, horses,  cattle,  and  machinery.   Intangibles,  such  as 
mortgages,  notes,  loans,  stocks,  and  bonds,  are  taxed  exclu- 
sively for  county  purposes  at  the  rate  of  4  Dillls.^*   This 
tax  was  first  levied  in  I^IJ.^^S   Trades  and  occupations  are 
likewise  subject  to  a  county  levy.  All  real  estate  taxable 
for  county  purposes  is  subject  to  school  taxes  by  school  dl- 
rectors^lo  who,  in  addition,  m.ay  levy  a  per  capita  tax.  117 
Prior  to  I95B  taxes  for  purposes  of  poor  relief  were  levied 
as  part  of  the  general  county  tax  on  real  estate  and  occupa- 
tions by  the  county  commissioners;  since  that  time  they  have 
been  levied  by  the  county  institution  district  which  is  com- 
posed of  the  county  commissioners  ex  officio.   This  tax  may 
not  exceed  lU  mills. H^   Specific  exem.pt ions  from  property 
taxes  for  county,  road,  poor,  and  school  purposes  Include: 
Property  of  churches;  all  burial  grounds  and  m.ausoleums  not 
in  use  for  private  gain;  property  of  educational  and  chari- 
table institutions;  of  municipalities;  all  school  houses. 


112,  PennsylTania  Economio  Counoil,  Budget  Programs  and  Require- 
ments for  Looal  Governments  in  Pennsylvania,  p.  3,  hereinafter  oited  as 
Pa.  Econ.  Council,  Budget  Programs, 

113,  Pa.  Econ.  Council,  Budget  Programs,  p.  7. 

114,  Tanger  and  Alderfer,  op,  cit,,  pp.  215,  216. 

115,  1913  P,L,  507  No,  335  sec.  1. 

116,  1911  P,L,  309  sec.  537  am,  1921  P,i.,  508  sec,  1. 

117,  1911  P,L.  309  seo.  542  am,  1919  P,L,  997  seo,  1  further  am. 
1921  P,L.  508  sec.  4, 

118,  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Welfare,  Poor  Relief  Administratioi 
in  Pennsylvania,  chart  No.  1,  hereinafter  cited  as  Pa.  Dept,  Welfare, 
Poor  Relief  Administration;  Pennsylvania  Economy  League,  The  County  In- 
stitution District  -  Its  "Organization,  Powers,  Duties  and  Responsibili- 
ties, p,  4,  hereinafter  oited  els  Pa,  Eoon,  League,  County  Institution 
TJiitrict, 
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public  libraries,  and  museums;  and  playgroionds,  public  parks, 
courthouses,  jails,  and  poorhouses.119 

The  county  commissioners  of  Adams  County  have  always 
been  the  chief  assessing  authorities.   Today  they  share  this 
responsibility  with  the  locally  elected  assessors. 120   The 
county  commissioners  issue  their  precepts  to  the  assessors 
to  make  triennial  assessments  of  property  subject  to  county 
taxes.   Returns  must  be  made  by  the  assessors  at  times  stat- 
ed by  law,  whereupon  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  commission- 
ers to  publish  a  list  of  the  total  assessments  made  by  each 
assessor,  and  to  indicate  a  date  for  a  hearing  by  the  board 
of  revision  for  equalization  and  review.  After  revisions 
are  made,  the  county  commissioners  prepare  the  tax  rolls 
which  they  must  subm.lt  to  local  tax  collectors.^^l   rp^e  lat- 
ter officials  were  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners  un- 
til lb95,  at  which  time  they  became  elected  officials  in  the 
municipalities. 122   Amounts  collected  for  coionty  purposes 
must  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer,  who  must  give  receipts 
for  taxes  paid.123 

In  the  school  districts  of  Adams  Co\inty,  as  in  all 
counties,  school  taxes  are  levied  and  assessed  by  the  board 
oi  school  directors ,124   The  county  com.miss loners  are  re- 
quired by  law  to  give  each  school  district  of  the  third 
class,  except  those  coextensive  with  cities  of  the  fourth 
class  and  fourth-class  districts,  a  certified  duplicate  of 
the  last  adjusted  valuation  of  all  realty,  personalty,  and 
occupations.   The  name  of  each  taxable  must  be  stated  with  a 
description  of  the  property  or  occupation  assessed,  and  a 
list  of  Inhabitants  assessed. 125   jn  addition  the  school 
board  may  levy  a  per  capita  tax  of  not  less  than  $1  nor  more 
than  ^5  on  each  person  over  21  years  of  age  3?esiding  In  the 
district. 126   Tax  duplicates  must  be  furnished  to  local  dis- 
tricts by  the  board  of  school  directors .127   Taxes  for 
school  purposes  may  not  exceed  25  mills  on  the  dollar. 128 


119.  1933  P.L.  853  art.  II  sec.  204. 

120.  1889  P.L.  7  No.  8  sec.  1  rep.  as  to  boros.  1927  P.L.  619  art, 
XXXIII  sec.  3301;  as  to  twps.  1917  P.L.  84  sec.  1500}  1889  P.L.  7  No.  8 
sec.  2  am.  1889  P.L.  143  No.  148  sac.  1  rep.  as  to  boros.  1927  P.L,  519 
art.  XXXIII  sec.  3301. 

121.  Harold  F,  Alderfer,  "The  County,"  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Local  GoverniiBnt  Survey,  pp.  53-57;  1842  P.L.  441  sec,  11. 

122.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  392  ch.  MMLXXIV  sec.  10;  1835  P.L.  45  sec.  1; 
1893  P.L.  333  No.  273, 

123.  1717-18,  III  St.  at  L.  175  sec.  6;  1891  P.L.  212  No,  185, 

124.  1911  P.L.  309  art.  V.  seo.  601. 

125.  1911  P.L.  309  art.  V.  seo.  541  am.  1921  P.L.  508  seo.  3  am. 
1935  P.L.  363  sec.  1. 

126.  1911  P.L.  309  art.  V.  seo,  542  am,  1919  .P,L,  997  sec,  1  further 
am,  1921  P.L.  508  seo.  4. 

127.  1911  P,L.  309  art  V.  sec.  546. 

128.  Ibid.,  sec.  537;  1921  P.L.  508  sec.  1, 
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In  lb09  the  coionty  treasurer  was  authorized  to  sell  un- 
seated lands  for  delin<nient  taxes,  a  power  fonrerly  exer- 
cised by  the  sheriff .^29   This  power  was  extended  In  181^4-  to 
include  the  sale  of  seated  lands  for  unpaid  taxes. 130   Since 
that  time  much  legislation  has  been  passed  making  provisions 
for  the  sale  of  lands  for  nonpayment  of  taxes.   A  claim  for 
taxes  constitutes  a  lien  against  the  land  in  any  sale  in  ex- 
ecution proceedings  and  has  priority  over  other  liens.   In 
some  cases  the  land  has  been  returned  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners for  failure  to  pay  taxes.   All  seated  and  imseated 
lands  sold  to  the  county  commissioners  may  be  redeem.ed  with- 
in a  fixed  period  of  time  by  the  owner,  and  the  county 
treasurer  must  issue  receipts  for  such  sales  and  record  the 
same. 131   The  right  of  redemption  of  seated  lands  sold  for 
taxes  to  the  county  com.mls  si  oners,  who  may  purchase  the  same 
in  case  there  are  no  bidders  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  taxes 
due  and  the  costs,  extends  for  Z   years .132   Unseated  lands 
m.ay  also  be  purchased  by  the  commissioners  under  these  con- 
ditions, in  which  case  the  right  of  redemption  extends  for 
5  years. 133   Payments  in  both  cases  are  made  by  the  owner  to 
the  county  treasurer.   Unredeemed  seatedl34  and  unseatedl35 
lands  may  be  sold  by  the  commissioners  at  a  public  sale. 

The  Issuance  of  licenses  and  the  collections  of  license 
taxes  are  performed  by  various  county  authorities  on  behalf 
of  the  Commonwealth.   The  county  treasurer  ftmctions  as  an 
agent  of  the  State  in  issuing  licenses  to  hunters, 136  fish- 
ermen,137  operators  of  kennels  and  owners  of  dogs, 138  and 
miercantile  establishm.ents;139  he  collects  taxes  for  the 
same.   From  1955  until  1957  the  treasurer  was  authorized  to 
issue  malt  beverage  retail  dispenser  licenses,  but  in  the 
latter  year  this  responsibility  was  shifted  to  the  State 
Liquor  Control  Board. 140   The  clerk  of  orphans'  court  is  the 
Commonwealth's  agent  for  issuing  m.arriage  licenses  and  col- 


129.  1809  P.L.  192  sec.  1. 

130.  1844  P.L.  486  sec.  41;  1929  P.L.  1684;  1931  P.L.  280. 

131.  For  miscellaneous  provisions  on  different  types  of  tax  sales 
and  the  right  of  redemption,  see  acts  of  1815  P.L,  177  sec.  4  am,  1935 
P.L,  663  sec.  1;  1840  P.L.  349  sec.  7;  1849  P.L.  279  sees.  1,  2  extended 
1850  P.L,  569  sec.  33;  1879  P.L.  56  No.  52  sec,  Ij  1923  P,L,  207. 

132.  1885  P.L.  268  sec.  3  am,  1889  P.L,  141  sec.  1, 

133.  1815  P.L,  177  sec.  6. 

134.  1885  P,L.  268  sec.  4, 

135.  1815  P.L.  177  sec.  7. 

136.  1913  P.L.  85  sec.  7;  1917  P.L.  155  sec.  2;  1923  P.L.  359  art, 
III  sec.  308  am.  1929  P.L.  444  sec.  6;  1935  P.L.  151  sec.  308. 

137.  1919  P.L.  778  sec.  6;  1925  P.L.  448  sec.  223  am.  1929  P.L.  451 
sec.  4. 

138.  1917  P.L,  818  sees.  4,  11  rep.  1921  P.L.  522  sec.  43  but  reen, 
in  sees,  3,  11  am,  1925  P,L.  115  sec.  1  and  1925  P.L.  641  further  am. 
1927  P.L.  833  sees.  2,  6  further  am.  1929  P.L.  456  sec.  3, 

139.  1899  P.L.   184  sec,  5, 

140.  1933  P.L.   252   sec.   6  am.   1933-34   (Sp.  Sess.)   P.L.   75  No,   14 
sec.  1  and  1935  P.L.   1247  further  am.   1937  P.L.   1827  sec.   1. 
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lectlng  licenses  fees,^*^  whereas  the  sheriff  issues  licens- 
es and  collects  taxes  for  firearms. ^*2  ^^il   license  taxes 
collected  by  these  officers  must  be  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury  where  these  funds  constitute  part  of  the  State's 
revenue.^ 


143 


Since  19ci9»  co\inties  have  received  c  ontrlbutions  from 
the  State  Liquid  Fuels  Tax  Fund.   Prior  to  1951,  i  cent  per 
gallon  of  all  taxes  collected  for  this  fund  were  credited  to 
the  counties  for  highway  construction.   Distributions  were 
made  in  direct  ratio  to  the  amount  of  gasoline  tax  collec- 
tion In  the  county  during  the  preceding  y9ar,144   Each  coun- 
ty now  receives  amounts  in  the  ratio  that  the  average  return 
to  the  county  from  the  f\ind  of  the  last  5  preceding  years 
bears  to  the  average  amount  returned  to  all  co\anties  during 
the  last  5  preceding  years. ^*5   Fines,  forfeited  recognizan- 
ces, and  other  forfeitures  imposed  in  any  court  are  in  most 
cases  to  be  paid  into  the  State  Treasury  according  to  exist- 
ing laws.  Those  forfeitures  which  are  not  covered  by  these 
laws,  and  those  collected  for  the  violation  of  any  ordi- 
nance, must  he  certified  and  sent  by  the  clerk  of  the  proper 
court  to  the  office  of  the  coxinty  commissioners  together 
with  the  judgment  and  orders  of  the  court  on  all  forfeited 
recognizances  sued  upon  in  chat  court.  All  money  thus  col- 
lected must  be  paid  into  the  co\anty  treasury. ^^   Under  the 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Social  Security  Act,  Federal 
grants-in-aid  are  made  available  to  the  State  for  the  care 
of  neglected  children  in  rural  areas j^**^  for  the  aged;  14:8 
for  the  blind;^*®  for  maternal  and  child  welfare;loO  for 
crippled  children; 1^1  for  vocational  rehabilitation;152  and 
for  public  health  work  .155 

The  State  Council  of  Education  is  required  to  "promptly 
invest  ...  all  receipts  derived  from  or  on  the  account  of 
the  State  Forest  reservations;  all  proceeds  from  the  sales 
of  real  estate  received  by  the  State  Treasurer;  together 
with  all  appropriations,  devises,  gifts,  and  other  receipts 
for  this  purpose,  as  a  permanent  State  school  fund,  whose 


141.  1885  P.L,  146  sec.  1. 

142.  1931  P.L.  497  sec.  7. 

143.  1790,  XIII  St.  at  L.  486;  1893  P.L.  125  sec.  1. 

144.  1929  P.L.  1037  sec.  10  rep.  1931  P.L.  149  sec.  25. 

145.  1931  P.L.  149  sec.  10  am.  1935  P.L.  412  sec.  1. 

146.  192  9  P.L.  1278  sec.  384. 

147.  1935,  49  U.  S.  Stat.  620  ch.  531  title  V  sec.  52l(a,  b), 

148.  Ibid.,  title  I  sec.  3(a). 

149.  Ibid.,  title  X  sec.  1001. 

150.  Ibid.,  title  V  sec.  501. 

151.  Ibid.,  sec.  511. 

152.  Ibid.,  see.  531. 

153.  Ibid.,  title  VI  sec.  601, 
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Income   only  may  be  expended, "1^4      This   fund   Is, intended   to 
aid   financially  distressed   school  districts.      Federal  funds 
for   the   promotion  of  vocational  education  are   made  available 
by    the   Smith -Hughe 3  Law  of  I917  and   the  George-Reed  Act   of 

Since    there   is  no   controller   in  Adams  County,    claims 
against   the   county  are    submitted   to  the   county   treasurer, 
and   payments   are  made   on  warrants   drawn  by    the   county   com- 
missioners.    The    treasurer  must  keep  accotints   of  all  money 
received  or  disbursed  and   furnish  the   commissioners  with  a 
statement  of  all  money   received  and  disbursed   since   the  date 
of  his   last   statement.     Once  a  year  he  must  state  his   ac- 
coionts   and  produce  his  vouchers  which  must  be   examined  by 
the   county   commissioners  and   then  laid  before    the   county  au- 
ditors for   settlement, ^^^      The  auditors   examine   the  accounts 
of  county  officers  and   report  annually   to   the   court  of   com- 
mon pie  as  ••'■^'^      These  reports  must  be   published.^^^ 

Until   1791  accounts   of   county   officers  were   audited  by 
justices  of   the   county   courts  and  by   the  grand   jury.^®® 
Thereafter  and  \intil  1809    they  were  audited  by   three   free- 
holders  appointed  by   the   court  of  common  pleas ,160       gy  an 
act  passed   in  I809  elected  auditors  were   to  exercise   this 
duty, 161       In   school  districts   of   the   second  and   third  class- 
es,   school  accounts  are   audited  by   the   controller   or  auditor 
of   the   municipality   in  which  such  district   is   located,    and 
by  auditors   in   townships   and  boroughs.      Fourth-class   school 
district  accounts   are   audited  by   the   auditors   of  boroughs 
and   townships    in  which  such  school  district   is   located, 1^2 
Although   the   county   commissioners   and   the    treasurer  keep  ac- 
counts   of   the   county   institution  district,    it   is    the   three 
county  auditors  who  must  audit   these   accounts    just  as   they 
do   those   of  all   other  county   funds ,1^3 

The   county  commissioners  may   issue  bonds   for   the   several 


154.  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Publio  Instruction,  Biennial  Report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruoti  on,    1958,   p,  28,   hereinafter 
cited  as  Pa,  Dept,  Pub.    Instr.,   Biennial  Report;   1911  P.  L,   309  seo, 
2701  am,   1915  P,L,   325   seo.   1  am.   1923  P,L,   143  seo.   1. 

155.  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Public   Instruction,   One  Hundred 
Years   of  Free  Publ ic  Schools   in  Pennsylvania,    p.  25,   hereinafter  cited 
as  Pa.Tept.  Pub.   Instr.,   Schools   in  Pennsylvania. 

156.  1799,  XVI  St.  at  L.   375   seo.   14;   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   362, 

157.  1929  P.L.   1278   sec,   363;    1931  P.L.   401  sec,   1. 

158.  1929  P.L.    1278   sqc.  364;   1935  P.L.   1184  seo.   2. 

159.  1732,   1  Dall.  282. 

160.  1791,   3  Sm.L.   15  sec.   1. 

161.  1809,    5  Sm.L.   19  rep.      1929  P.L.   1278  sec.    1051;    1810  P.L.  207; 
1814  P.L.  44;   1834  P.L.   537   sec.  44  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  seo.   1051. 

162.  1911  P.L.  309  seo.  2603  am.  1923  P.L.  949  No,  378  seo.  1  fur- 
ther am.  1925  P.L.  382  sec.  1  further  am,  1933  P.L.  1152  seo.  13;  1911 
P.L.   309  sec.   2604  am.   1933  P.L.   1152   seo.   14. 

163.  1937  P.L.  2017  seo.   310, 
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pxirposes  delnfed  by  law.   Methods  by  which  the  funded  debt 
of  the  coTinty  might  be  paid  were  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1911  when  a  sinking  fund  commission,  composed  of  the  coxonty 
commissioners,  auditors,  and  treasurer  was  given  the  author- 
ity to  administer  county  funds  applied  toward  the  ultimate 
reduction  of  the  bonded  Indebtedness  of  the  county. 16* 

Elections.  The  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania  establish- 
es the  following  qualifications  for  suffrage:  The  elector 
must  be  at  least  21  years  of  age,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  for  at  least  a  month,  and  a  resident  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  at  least  1  year  next  preceding  the  date  of 
election  and  of  the  election  district,  where  he  proposes  to 
vote,  for  at  least  2  months.   If  a  once  qualified  elector  or 
native-born  citizen  has  moved  away  from  the  State  and  later 
ret\arns,  he  is  required  to  have  been  in  residence  in  the 
State  for  6  months  next  preceding  the  election. ^^^   The 
qualifications  of  electors  at  primaries  are  the  same  as 
qualifications  of  electors  entitled  to  vote  at  elections. 
As  early  as  I766,  Pennsylvania  adopted  a  tax  payment  quali- 
fication for  suffrage,  which  requirement,  however,  no  longer 
exists. 167 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Permanent  Personal  Regis- 
tration Act  of  1957  the  process  of  registering  voters  in 
Pennsylvania  had  already  begun.  Registration  progressed 
throvigh  three  stages:  First,  the  preparation  of  registry 
lists  by  local  assessors  in  the  m\inlcipalitles,  a  system  at 
once  permanent  and  nonpersonal;  second,  the  annual  personal 
registration  of  voters  instituted  in  second-class  cities  in 
1906  and  in  third-class  cities  in  I9II;  and  third,  permanent 
personal  registration  as  established  in  third-class  cities 
in  1955  ^^^   extended  to  boroughs  and  townships  in  1957 •  The 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1955*  however,  do  not  apply  to 
Adams  County,  since  this  county  has  no  third-class  cities. 
In  the  earlier  days  an  elector  was  not  required  to  have  his 
name  on  an  election  list  as  a  condition  to  voting.  Because 
of  the  prevalence  of  fraudulent  voting,  an  act  was  passed  in 
1869,  requiring  local  assessors  to  compile  registry  lists 
which,  when  completed  and  revised,  were  sent  to  the  covmty 
commissioners.   The  commissioners  placed  these  li^ts  in  al- 
phabetical order,  and  furnished  two  copies  of  each  to  the 
election  officers.168   After  l87i4-  special  registry  assessors 


164.  1911  P.L,  895  eeo.  1  rep,  1929  P.L,  1278  see.  1051  but  reen.  in 
seo.  395. 

165.  Const.,  art,  VIII,  seo.  1  aa  am,  1901  and  1903;  1937  P.L.  1333 
seo.  701, 

166.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  702. 

167.  Tanger  and  Alderfer,  op,  cit,,  p,  4;  1839  P,L,  519  seo,  65  rep, 
1937  P,L,  1333  seo.  1901. 

168.  1869  P.L.  48  seos.  1-3;  1874  P.L.  31  seo.  1  am,  1891  P.L.  134 
sec.  1  am,  1933-34  (Sp,  Sess,)  P,L,  236  seo,  1  rep,  1937  P,L,  487  seo. 
46(2.  4,  7,  14). 


GOVERNMENTAL  ORGANIZATION  AND  RECORDS  SYSTEM       33 

were  elected  to  perform  these  duties .ISS 

Under  the  present  registration  laws  an  elector  who 
changes  his  residence  must  notify  the  registration  commis- 
sion of  his  removal,  within  $0  days  of  the  primary  or  elec- 
tion, and  transfer  of  the  elector's  registration  card  must 
be  made  by  the  commissi  on.  1*^0   jn  case  an  elector  wishes  to 
change  his  political  affiliation  in  order  to  vote  at  the 
primaries,  notice  must  be  sent  to  the  commission  or  to  a  lo- 
cal registrar  and  changes  made  in  the  registers .^"^^   The 
registration  commission  is  further  empowered  to  verify  the 
registration  in  any  election  district«172 

The  qualifications  of  candidates  seeking  office  are 
prescribed  by  the  constitution.  Thus  no  person  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  office  within  the  county  who  has  not  been  a 
citizen  or  an  inhabitant  therein  for  at  least  a  year  before 
his  appoinl3tient.l73  j^   candidate  must  also  have  been  nomi- 
nated in  the  direct  primary  according  to  party  rules  and 
regulations. l'^*   Nomination  petitions  of  candidates  for 
county  and  local  offices  were  filed  with  the  county  commis- 
sioners until  1957,  and  thereafter  with  the  county  board  of 
elections  which  is  composed  of  the  county  commissioners  ex 
officio. 1*^5   With  the  adoption  of  the  Uniform  Primaries  Act 
of  1906,  the  local  election  boards  were  granted  authority  to 
conduct  the  primaries  and  the  county  was  made  responsible 
for  necessary  expenses.^''^^ 

All  primaries  and  elections  are  conducted  by  ballot  ex- 
cept in  districts  in  which  voting  machines  have  been  author- 
ized.  Prior  to  1957  all  ballots  were  provided  for  and  or- 
dered printed  by  the  county  commissioners, 1^7  and  thereafter 
by  the  county  board  of  elections. 178   rphe  Election  Code  of 
1937  requires  that  separate  official  ballots  be  prepared  for 
the  primaries,  the  names  of  candidates  being  arranged  under 
the  title  of  the  office  which  they  seek.  The  order  is  de- 
termined by  the  casting  of  lots.1'9   In  general,  miiniclpal, 
and  special  elections  the  names  of  the  candidates  must  be 
arranged  londer  the  title  of  the  office  for  which  they  are 


169.  1874  P.L.  31  see.  15  am.  1933-34  (Sp,  Sess.)  P.L.  236  sec,  5 
rep.  1937  P.L.  487  seo.  46(h).  The  amendment  of  1933-34  provided  that 
in  boroughs  and  townships  containing  but  one  district,  the  tax  aseesor 
should  act  as  registry  assessor. 

170.  1937  P.L.  487  sees.  26(a),  27i  1937  P.L,  849  seo.  28. 

171.  1937  P.L.  487  seo.  28;  1937  P.L.  849  seo.  29. 

172.  1937  P.L.  487  sec.  30;  1937  P.L,  849  seo.  31. 

173.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  3. 

174.  Tanger  and  Alderfer,  op.  cit.,  pp.  21-23. 

175.  Ibid.,  p.  28;  1937  P.I7  15^  seo.  913. 

176.  1906  P.L.  46  sees.  1,  7,  8  rep.  1913  P.L.  719  sec.  25  but  reen. 
in  sees.  11,  12. 

177.  1799,  4  Dall.  332  sec.  6. 

178.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  1001. 

179.  Ibid.,  seo.  1002 (a,  b). 
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candidates,  and  be  printed  thereunder  in  the  order  of  the 
votes  obtained  by  the  Presidential  electors  of  the  parties 
at  the  last  Presidential  election,  beginning  with  the  party 
obtaining  the  highest  number  of  votes.lSO   if  voting  ma- 
chines are  used,  the  names  of  the  candidates  must  appear  In 
corresponding  order .^^l 

All  regular  elections  are  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  of  November,   General  elections,  at  which  na- 
tional and  State-wide  officers  are  voted  upon,  are  held  In 
even-numbered  years;  while  municipal  elections,  at  which 
m-unlclpal  and  co\inty  officers.  Including  district  Judges, 
are  elected,  are  held  In  odd-numbered  years.   Judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  Superior  Courts  may  be  elected  at  either  elec- 
tlon,182   By  a  two-thirds  vote  the  General  Assembly  may 
change  the  days  of  election  but  not  the  year, 183 

There  are  two  regiilar  direct  primaries.  The  first  Is 
the  spring  primary  held  In  even-numbered  years  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  May,  except  In  years  of  the  nominations  for  Pres- 
ident, when  it  is  held  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  April, ^8* 
The  second  is  the  fall  primary  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September  of  odd -numbered  years.   It  is  then  that  coiuity, 
municipal,  and  other  local  officers  are  nomlnated.185 

When  vacancies  exist  in  the  United  States  Senate  and  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  for  Senator  and  Represent- 
ative in  the  General  Assembly,  special  elections  must  be 
held  at  the  order  of  the  Governor  so  that  the  vacancy  may  be 
filled  for  the  unexpired  term. 186 

Each  township  and  borough  not  divided  into  wards,  and 
each  ward  of  every  city,  borough,  and  township,  constitutes 
a  separate  election  district.  The  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, however,  is  empowered  to  subdivide  any  borough,  town- 
ship, or  city  ward  into  two  or  more  election  districts  upon 
receiving  a  petition  from  20  registered  electors  or  the 
county  board  of  electlons,187 

A  cleavage  exists  in  Pennsylvania  between  the  county 
board  of  elections  and  the  precinct  election  officers.   In 
1799  the  latter  were  made  elective  officials  and  in  I859 
provision  was  made  for  their  election  on  a  bipartisan  basis. 
The  present  constitution  recognizes  these  offices  and  their 


180.  1987  P.L,  1533  seo.  1003(b,  f )  . 

181,  Ibid.,  seo.  1110, 

162,  Ccxnst,,  art,  VIII,  seo,  2  as  am,  1909,  seo,  3  as  am,  1913;  1937 
P,L,  1333  seos.  601,  602, 

183.  Tanger  and  Alderfer,  op,  oit,,  p»  39, 

184.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  603. 

185.  Ibid.,  seo.  604. 

186.  Ibid.,  seos,  626-628. 

187.  ConBt.,  art.  VIII,  seo.  11  as  em.  1928;  1937  P.L.  1333  seos. 
501-504. 
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present  duties  are  defined  by  the  Election  Code  of  1957,188 
All  primaries  and  elections  are  conducted  in  each  election 
district  by  the  local  board  which  consists  of  a  judge  of 
elections,  a  majority  Inspector  of  elections,  and  a  minority 
inspector,  assisted  by  clerks,  and,  where  voting  machines 
are  used,  by  machine  inspectors.   Judges  and  inspectors  are 
elected  biennially  by  the  voters  in  the  election  district ^9 
The  board  appoints  the  machine  inspectors  and  the  majority 
and  minority  inspectors  appoint  the  clerks ,1®^   In  I068  pro- 
vision was  made  for  the  appointment  by  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  two  overseers  belonging  to  opposite  political  par- 
ties, upon  petition  of  at  least  five  citizens  of  the  elec- 
tion district.   This  method  la  still  followed  today, 191   A 
system  of  supervision  of  local  elections  by  watchers  was  es- 
tablished as  early  as  1891.^^^   Under  the  present  system 
each  candidate  for  nomination  or  election  is  entitled  to  two 
watchers  in  each  election  district, 1^3 

The  duty  of  furnishing  election  districts  with  necessa- 
ry polling  places  devolved  upon  the  county  commissioners  un- 
til 1957  when  this  was  made  the  responsibility  of  the  county 
board  of  elections, 1^4   Polling  places  must  consist  of  a 
single  room  and  be  furnished  with  a  guard  rail.  The  board 
is  authorized  to  fix  the  compensation  for  rent,  heat,  light, 
and  janitorial  services, 1®^   It  has  always  been  the  duty  of 
the  local  law  enforcement  officers,  such  as  constables, 
police  officers,  and  the  sheriff  or  his  deputy,  to  maintain 
order  at  polling  places, 1^^  -1  "f  ^2*^^2 

As  early  as  I839  a  statute  was  enacted  permitting  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvsinia  serving  in  the  army  to  vote.  197   Since 
this  section  of  the  law  was  subsequently  declared  unconsti- 
tutional, an  amendment  was  made  in  186U  to  the  Constitution 
of  1858,  and  later  embodied  In  the  present  constitution, 
permitting  citizens  In  military  service,  under  requisition 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  by  the  authority  of 
the  Commonwealth,  to  vote  while  absent  from  their  election 
districts.  The  act  of  I925,  permitting  others  to  vote  while 
away  from  their  voting  district  was  declared  unconstitution- 
al ,i98   In  1957,  however,  provision  was  again  made  permitting 


188,  Edward  B,  Logan,  Supervision  of  the  Conduct  of  Eleotions  and 
Returns  with  Special  Reference  to  Pennsylvania,  p,  4;  1937  P,L,  1333. 
18^  1937  P,L,  1333  sec,  40T7 

190,  Ihid,.    sec,   404. 

191,  T86§"  P   .L.   30  sec,   9;   1937  P.L,  1333  sec,  416. 

192,  1891  P.L.  349  sec.  24. 

193,  1937  P.L,   1333  sec.   417(a), 

194,  Ibid,,   sec,   302(b), 

196,     Ibid,,    sees,  530(a),   531, 

196,  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  111  rep,   1937  P,L,   1333  sec,  1901  btrt  reen, 
in  sec.   1821, 

197,  1839  P.L.   519  sees.  43-50  rep.   1937  P,L.   1333  sec,   1901, 

198,  "Review  of  Absentee  Voters  Legislation  in  Pennsylvania,"  Uni- 
versi-ty  of  Pennsylvania  Law  Review,   LXXIII   (1925),  176-181;   see  also 
Const,,   art,  VIII,   sec.  6;   1923  P,L,  309  sees,   1-13, 
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absentee  voters  In  military  service  the  right  of  s\if- 
f rage. 199 

Prior  to  1937  the  retvirns  of  municipal  and  general 
elections  were  forwarded  by  precinct  election  officers,  af- 
ter they  had  counted  the  votes  cast,  to  the  prothonotary  who 
presented  them  to  the  coxirt  of  common  pleas.  The  judges 
computed  the  retxims  and  gave  certificates  of  election,  lan- 
der seal  of  the  co\irt  of  common  pleas,  to  the  proper  per- 
sons,200   Upon  the  adoption  of  the  laniform  primaries  laws  of 
1906  and  1915,  returns  of  primaries  were  directed  to  be  sent 
to  the  county  commissioners  who  computed  the  vote.201   The 
authority  of  the  co\irt  of  common  pleas  and  covinty  commis- 
sioners in  this  respect  was  wholly  ministerial,  since  they 
merely  tabulated  the  returns  as  indicated  on  the  face  of  the 
precinct  return  sheets.  Since  the  passage  of  the  Election 
Code  of  1937,  all  returns  in  the  municipal,  general,  and 
primary  elections  are  required  to  be  sent  to  the  county 
board  of  elections.  At  the  close  of  the  polls  the  number  of 
votes  must  be  counted,  certified,  and  signed  by  the  judge 
and  inspectors.  The  county  board  of  elections  also  computes 
and  canvasses  the  returns.   Its  duties  in  this  regard  are 
elaborately  outlined  by  statute,  and  designed  to  be  an  ef- 
fective check  on  the  returns  as  computed  by  the  local  elec- 
tion officers  .202 

Education.  At  the  time  Adams  County  was  established, 
formal  education  of  the  children  in  this  territory  had  not 
yet  progressed  to  any  considerable  extent.  During  the  early 
part  of  the  nineteenth  century  the  only  schools  which  exist- 
ed in  the  counties  were  either  church  or  subscription 
schools  supported  by  private  contributions.  In  I809  the 
General  Assembly  had  directed  each  county  to  provide  free 
education  in  these  schools  at  the  coxinty's  expense  for  pau- 
per children  between  5  and  12  years  of  age.  A  system  of 
free  public  schools  was  established  shortly  thereafter  by. 
the  Free  School  Act  of  I85U  as  amended  the  following  year. 
This  law  declared  every  township,  borough,  and  city  a  sepa- 
rate school  district  and  provided  for  a  local  board  of 
school  directors  for  each  district .203 

Althovigh  the  public  school  system  has  always  been  an 
integral  part  of  State  government,  supervision  between  iSjij. 
and  I85I4.  was  primarily  local,  at  which  time  district  inspec- 
tors of  schools,  appointed  by  the  school  boards,  carried  out 
the  mandate  of  the  local  bodies. 204   in  185I1.  a  coxonty  system 
of  supervision  was  Introduced  when  the  office  of  county  su- 
perintendent of  schools  was  established  to  supersede  the 


199.  1937  P.L.  1333  seos.  1301-1330. 

200.  Logan,   op.  oit.,   p.  60. 

201.  1906  P.I7  36j    1913  P.L.   719  sec.   14. 

202.  1937  P.L.  1333  seoe.  1310,   1401-1418. 

203.  Pa.  Dept.  Pub.   Instr.,  Sohools  in  PennsylvBinia,   pp.   15-18, 

204.  Ibid.,  pp.  32,  60. 
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local  Inspectors.   It  became  the  duty  of  the  county  superin- 
tendent, as  an  executive  officer,  to  visit  all  the  schools 
In  his  county,  to  examine  and  certify  teachers,  and  to  see 
that  the  curriculum  prescribed  by  law  and  local  boards  was 
followed ,205   Restrictions  were  Imposed  upon  the  authority 
of  the  county  superintendent  in  I867  when  district  superin- 
tendents were  provided  in  those  commvmities  having  a  popula- 
tion of  5,000  or  over;  such  communities  were  removed  from 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  superintendent.   In  I9II  the 
office  of  supervising  principal  was  authorized  for  districts 
of  the  third  and  fourth  classes  having  no  district  superin- 
tendent, but  this  office  continued  to  be  \ander  the  direct 
supervision  of  the  county  superintendent ,206   ijhe  School 
Code  of  1911  set  up  the  present  classification  of  school 
districts.   City,  borough,  and  township  districts  are  now 
divided  into  four  classes  based  on  population. 207   of  Adams 
County's  55  districts  1  is  a  third-class  district  and  52  are 
districts  of  the  fourth  class.  None  of  these  districts  is 
under  the  supervision  of  a  district  superintendent;  they  are 
under  the  direction  of  the  county  superintendent.   Covinty 
superintendents  were  elected  for  a  ^-jeeiV   term  at  a  meeting 
attended  by  school  directors  of  all  districts  vmder  their 
supervision  until  I9II,  when  their  tenure  was  increase^  to 
l^  years  .208 

At  the  head  of  the  state  educational  system  is  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  whose  office  was 
created  in  I857.   Prior  to  that  time  public  schools  were  ad- 
ministered by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  who  had  the 
additional  title  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 209 

The  public  high  school  was  established  in  I887  in 
cities  and  boroughs  which  had  been  divided  into  wards .210 
The  Law  of  l895»  which  was  later  repealed,  permitted  the  es- 
tablishment of  high  schools  in  borovighs  not  divided  into 
wards  for  school  purposes  and  having  a  population  of  at 
least  5,000.211   In  I895  provision  was  made  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  high  schools  in  every  district  of  the  State.212 
The  High  School  Act  of  I905  required  districts  not  maintain- 
ing a  high  school  to  pay  the  tuition  of  their  pupils  in 
another  district. 213   The  School  Code  of  1911  which  repealed 
all  of  these  acts,  made  provision  for  a  complete  system  of 


205.  Pa.  Dept.  Pub.  Instr.  Sohools  in  PennflylTBula,  p.  60j  1864  P.L. 
617  860.  37. 

206.  Pa.  Dept.  Pub.  Instr.,  Sohoola  In  Peamay Iv&nla ,  p.  61|  1911 
P.L.  309  seo.  1214. 

207.  1911  P.L.  309  sees.  101-106. 

208.  Ibid.,  seo.  1104. 

209.  Const,,  art.  IV,  seo.  20;  Pa.  Dept.  Pub,  Instr.,  Schools  in 
Pennsyl-TBnia,  p.  76. 

2lO^  1887  P.L.  104  seo.  1. 

211.  1893  P.L.  146  rep.  1911  P.L,  309. 

212.  1895  P.L.  413  seo.  1  rep.  1911  P.L.  309, 

213.  1905  P.L.  40  No.  23  am.  1907  P.L.  202  rep,  1911  P.L,  309. 
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secoijdary  education  and  encompassed  all  of  the  above  provi- 
slonb  In  slightly  altered  form,214 

Vocational  education  or  training  in  agriculture,  home 
economics,  and  industrial  education  was  provided  for  by  the 
Showalter  Act  of  191?  which  accepted  provisions  of  the  Fed- 
eral Smith-Hughes  Act  granting  Federal  aid.  Continuation 
schools  were  authorized  by  the  Coxe  Child  Labor  Act  of  1915* 
The  Federal  George-Reed  Act  of  I929  provided  for  additional 
funds  for  agricultvire  and  home  economics  education.  Agri- 
culture as  a  vocation  is  taught  in  rural  high  schools  and  is 
\inder  the  supervision  of  a  county  vocational  education  ad- 
viser. Similarly,  vocational  home  economics  is  taught  in 
r\iral  communities  through  the  services  of  the  county  home 
economics  education  adviser.  Both  advisers  are  State  em- 
ployees.  In  1911  the  General  Assembly  provided  for  exten- 
sion education  for  boys  and  girls  who  were  employed,  and  for 
adults  whose  earlier  education  had  been  restricted;  and  in 
1957  it  provided  for  courses  in  parent  education,  the  most 
Important  phase  of  which  is  the  training  of  foreign-born 
mothers  in  American  customs  and  civilization.215 

After  the  passage  of  the  Free  School  Act  of  183U*  sin- 
gle-roomed schools  were  constructed  in  isolated  areas  owing 
to  the  scattered  population.  Because  of  the  expense  en- 
tailed in  operating  these  schools  and  the  transportation 
difficulties  involved,  a  movement  to  consolidate  rural 
schools  culminated  in  the  passage  of  the  act  of  I9OI.  This 
law  provided  for  the  consolidation  of  township  schools,  the 
establishment  of  township  high  schools,  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  pupils  to  these  central  schools  at  the  expense  of 
the  district.  This  authority  was  reaffirmed  by  the  act  of 
1911  and  encouraged  by  the  act  of  I919  which  required  school 
directors  to  discontinue  one-teacher  schools  having  an 
average  term  attendance  of  10  or  less,  unless  the  State 
Council  of  Education  permitted  their  continuance.  A  further 
stimulus  was  provided  in  I925  when  the  State  agreed  to  pay 
as  high  as  75  percent  of  the  transportation  costs  of  these 
pupils.  The  State  Council  of  Education  has  established 
standards  for  motor  vehicles  transporting  children,  and  for 
stations  in  rural  areas.   In  connection  with  the  establish- 
ment of  consolidated  schools,  selecting  sites,  determining 


214.  1911  P.L.  309  see.  1701  am.  1921  P.L.  1036  seo.  1  further  am. 

1925  P.L.  166  sec.  1;  1911  P.L.  309  seo.  1702  rep.  1925  P.L.  166  seo.  3; 
1911  P.L.  309  8608.  1704,  1705  am.  1921  P.L.  1036  seos.  2,  3;  1911  P.L. 
309  seo.  1707  am.  1915  P.L.  672  further  am.  1925  P.L.  166  seo.  2  further 
am.  1927  P.L.  687  further  am.  1927  P.L.  289  No.  439;  1911  P.L.  309 

seo.  1708  am.  1923  P.L.  455  No.  247  further  am.  1925  P.L.  435  seo.  3; 
1911  P,L.  309  seo.  1711  am.  1921  P.L.  1036  seo.  4;  1911  P.L.  309  seo. 
1711(a)  added  1931  P.L.  243  seo.  38  am.  1957  P.L.  564;  1911  P.L.  309 
seos.  1703,  1706,  1709,  1710,  1712-15;  1911  P.L.  309  seo.  1716  added 

1926  P.L.  435  seo.  2. 

216.  1911  P.L.  309  seo.  1901  am.  1925  P.L.  159  further  am.  1937  P.L. 
599;  1925  P.L.  492  seo.  2  am.  1937  P.L.  599. 
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routes,  and  making  contracts  for  transportation  of  children 
are  fiinctlons  shared  by  the  local  district  authorities  with 
the  county  board  of  school  directors,  an  agency  established 
In  1957.2-^6 

In  addition  to  elementary,  secondary,  and  vocational 
schools  operated  by  the  school  districts,  there  are  numerous 
State-owned  and  State-aided  schools  for  the  teaching  of  the 
mentally  and  physically  handicapped.   The  Pennsylvania  In*- 
stltutlon  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  at  Philadelphia, 
a  private  but  State-aided  institution,  is  maintained  princi- 
pally for  the  training  of  blind  children,  as  is  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Blind  at  Pittsburgh.   The  Penn- 
sylvania State  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Scranton  and  the 
Home  for  Training  in  Speech  of  Deaf  Children  at  Philadelphia, 
both  State-owned,  are  engaged  in  the  Instruction  of  deaf 
children.   Other  State-aided  institutions  are  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  School  for  the  Deaf  at  Pittsburgh,  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania School  for  the  Deaf  at  Philadelphia. 217 

The  State  is  authorized  not  only  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
blind  and  deaf  children  in  elementary  and  secondary  schools 
from  a  f\ind  appropriated  for  this  purpose,  but  also  to  pay 
for  their  expenses  in  Institutions  of  higher  leamlng«2I8 

Among  the  specialized  institutions  operated  by  the 
State  are  the  Thaddeus  Stevens  Industrial  School  at  Lancas- 
ter for  indigent  orphan  boys  between  l6  and  l8;  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf;  the  Pennsylvania  Sol- 
diers' Orphan  School  Home;  and  the  Pennsylvania  State  Nauti- 
cal School  operating  the  schoolship  Annapolis  for  the  educa- 
tion of  qualified  Pennsylvania  students  in  the  science  of 
seamanship,  marine  engineering,  and  navlgatlon.219 

When  the  Free  School  Act  of  I85U  was  passed,  the  major- 
ity of  teachers  had  completed  only  the  upper  grades  of  com- 
mon schools.  At  that  time  Inspectors  of  school  districts 
were  empowered  to  adopt  requirements  for  the  certification 
of  teachers.   In  I857  the  Normal  School  Bill  was  passed  di- 
viding the  State  into  12  districts,  subsequently  Increased 
to  ll^.,  in  which  private  normal  schools  might  be  established. 
In  1911  The  State  was  authorized  to  purchase  these  institu- 
tions which.  In  1926,  were  reorganized  as  State  teachers 
colleges.   The  present  standard  for  certification  was  adopt- 
ed In  1957-   Temporary  certificates  are  granted  to  elemen- 
tary teachers  after  5  years  of  training,  and  provisional 


216.  1901  P.L.  105  No.  77;  1911  P.L,  63;  1919  P.L.  498  sees.  1-4  am. 
1923  P.L.  463  further  am.  1925  P.L.  634;  1937  P.L.  605  sec.  5. 

217.  Pa.  Dept.  Pub.  Instr.,  Schools  in  Pennsylvania,  pp.  42,  43; 
Pennsylvania  Department  of  '.Yelfare,  Handbook  of  State  Institutions,  op. 
17-19. 

218.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1439;  1911  P.L.  309  seo.  1440  added  1917 
P.L.  206  sec.  2  am.  1925  P.L.  74  seo.  1. 

219.  Pa.  Dept.  Pub.  Instr.,  Biennial  Report,  op.  247-252. 
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college  certificates  after  I4.  years  of  preparation.   Teachers 
in  the  secondary  schools  must  he  graduates  of  an  accredited 
ll-year  institution,  and  possess  provisional  college  certifi- 
cates. The  certification  of  teachers  under  the  present 
school  law  is  effected  through  the  State  Office  of  Teacher 
Education  and  Certification  and  in  case  of  emergency  by  the 
county  or  district  superintendents. 220   The  Placement  Ser- 
vice of  the  State  Office  of  Teacher  Education  and  Certifica- 
tion assists  local  school  districts  in  securing  qualified 
teachers.   Many  districts,  however,  rely  on  commercial  agen- 
cies for  the  list  of  teachers. 221 

In  all  school  districts  of  the  third  and  fourth  classes 
taxes  are  levied  and  assessed  on  property  taxable  for  co\inty 
purposes  by  the  district  school  board .222   jn  addition, 
there  is  a  per  capita  tax  ranging  from  |l  to  $5,  as  the  di- 
rectors may  determine,  on  every  resident  in  the  district 
over  21  years  of  age .223   Financially  distressed  districts 
may  receive  aid  from  the  school  fund.  The  State  has  always 
paid  the  minimum  salary  of  the  covinty  superintendent  and  a 
specified  percentage  of  the  cost  of  transportation  of  chil- 
dren.  It  has  provided  subsidies,  stimulated  by  Federal 
grants,  for  training  of  a  specialized  nature  as  has  already 
been  lndicated.224 

Public  Health,  Planning,  and  Recreation.   The  county 
commissioners  have  the  implied  power  to  appoint  a  county 
health  board,225   tut  to  date  no  such  board  exists  In  Adams 
CoTUity.   There  are  no  provisions  for  tuberculosis  prevention 
in  Adams  County  as  yet,  even  though  the  county  commissioners 
were  authorized  to  construct  a  tuberculosis  sanatoriiom  In 
1925.226 

The  maintenance  and  care  of  indigent  Insane  including 
epileptics,  inebriates,  and  mental  defectives  are  the  prima- 
ry responsibility  of  the  Commonwealth,  although  provision  is 
also  made  for  their  support  by  their  families  and  the  co\an- 
ty,227   An  act  of  1957  provides  for  payment  by  the  co\anty 
institution  district  for  mental  defectives  and  other  public 
charges  placed  in  institutions .228   By  virtue  of  legislative 
authority  the  State  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  and 


220.  Pa,  Dopt.  Pub,  Instr,,  Biennial  Report,  p.  17j  Pa.  Dept.  Pub. 
Instr.,  Schools  of  Pennsylvania,  pp.  S2-3ST 

221.  Pa,  Dept.  Pub.  Instr.,  Biennial  Report,  p.  133. 

222.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  540  am.  1923  P.L.  102  sec.  1. 

223.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  542  am.  1919  P.L.  997  sec.  1  further  am. 
1921  P.L.  508  sec.  4. 

224.  Pa.  Dept,  Pub.  Instr.,  Schools  in  Pennsylvania,  po.  72-75. 

225.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  447. 

226.  1925  P.L.  65. 

227.  1923  P.L.  998  sees,  311,  312,  315,  316  am.  1937  P.L.  973  fur- 
ther am.  1938  (Sp.  Sees.)  P.L.  63  sec.  Ij  1923  P.L.  998  sees.  313,  314. 

228.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  401(e). 
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care   of  crippled  children.      Between  I925   and   I958   this   re- 
sponsibility was   shared  by   the   State   and   county,    the  former 
paying  for  their  support,    the   latter  paying  for  their  cloth- 
ing.^^ 

In  addition  to   the  above   services,    city,   borough,    and 
first-class   township    health    officers   or  boards  \mder  the 
general   supervision  of   the   State  Department  of  Health,    es- 
tablished   in  1905*    a^^   active   in   the  prevention  of  conta- 
gious diseases   and   in  enforcing  local  health  mandates.      The 
county  medical   inspector,    appointed  and  paid  by    the   State 
Department  of  Health,    corrects   oversights   of  local  health 
authorities   in   the   control   of   contagious   diseases,    and   is 
active   in  conducting  medical   inspection   in   rural   schools .230 
In  1959   the  duties   of   the   county  medical   inspector  were   ex- 
tended when  he   was    required   to   Investigate   and   provide   for 
the   care   of   children   reported  born  with   inflammation  of  the 
eyes,    and   to  make   reports   containing  details   of   such  cases 
to   the   State  Department  of  Health.^^       In  all   school  dis- 
tricts   containing  a  population  of  5>000  or  more,    annual  med- 
ical  inspection   is   conducted  according   to  standards   pre- 
scribed by   the   Commissioner  of  Health.2S2 

The   county   commissioners  may  also  construct  hospitals 
for  contagious   diseases233    and  hospitals   for  women  suffering 
from  nervous  diseases ;2S4    tut   to  date   such  institutions  do 
not  exist   in  Adams  County.     The   county   commissioners   may  ap- 
propriate money    to  promote   health  activities ;235     to  control 
animal  and  plant  diseases   in  cooperation  with  the   State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture; 236    and  to  support   any  hospitals 
within  the   county's   limits   and   those   outside   of  the   county 
giving  aid   to  persons   In  the   county .237       They  are   likewise 
authorized  to  appoint  a   county  planning   comm.lssion  which  may 
make    recommendations   for  the   location  of  public  buildings, 
streets,    railways,    playgrounds,    and   for  the  use   of  land   in 
the   future .238       as  yet  a  planning  board  has   not  been  appoint- 
ed  in  Adams   County.      The   coram.issloners  are   further  author- 
ized  to  appropriate  money  for  the  upkeep  of   recreation  cen- 
ters. 239 


229.  1923  P.L.   677  No.   276  sec.   1;   192S  P.L.   998  sees.   311,    312, 
315,   316     am.   1937  P.L.   973  furttier  am.   1938   (Sp.  Sess.)   P.L.   63  sec.   1; 
1923  P.L.   998   sees.   313,   314. 

230.  Neva  R,  Deardorff ,  Child  Welfare  Conditions  and  Resouroes   in 
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^r,      1913   P.L.  443  sees.   2-4,    6  am.    1939  P.L.   363. 

232.  1911  P.L.  409  sec.   1501  am,   1919  P.L.   572  sec.   1  and  1919  P.L, 
997  sec,  2   further  am.   1921  P.L.   939  No.   329  sec,   1, 
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236.  Ibid.,    sec.  446;   1935  P.L.   226  sec.   1. 

237.  1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   441  am,   1931  P.L.   401  sec.  1, 

238.  1929  P.L.   1278  sees.   501,   506  am.   1937  P.L,   2124  sec.   1. 

239.  1919  P.L.   784  No,   322   sees,   1,   2  am,   1921  P.L.   484   sees.   1,   2 
further  am,   1927  P.L.   56  sees,   1,   2;   1929  P.L.   1278   sees.   650,   651. 
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Vital  Statistics,   From  I852  until  I855  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  register  of  wills  to  keep  separate  books  and  indexes 
for  recording  marriages,  births,  and  deaths  occurring  within 
the  county.   In  I885  this  responsibility  was  transferred  to 
the  State  Board  of  Health  which  was  authorized  to  receive 
comm\inicatlons  of  vital  statistics  from  local  health  offi- 
cers,240   In  1905  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  Vital  Sta- 
tistics was  required  to  have  charge  of  the  registration  of 
births  and  deaths  only .241   in  the  same  act  a  Central  Bureau 
of  Vital  Statistics  was  to  be  set  up  under  the  direction  of 
the  State  Registrar  of  Vital  Statistics  who  was  appointed  by 
the  board, 242   The  State  was  to  be  divided  into  districts, 
each  city,  borough,  and  township  being  a  primary  district; 
and  the  board  was  to  appoint  a  local  registrar  for  each  dis- 
trict.243 

However,  another  act  passed  in  the  same  year  provided 
that  the  State  Board  of  Health  should  be  replaced  by  a  De- 
partment of  Health  consisting  of  an  advisory  board  and  a 
Commissioner  of  Health244  who  was  to  have  general  supervi- 
sion over  the  registration  of  births,  deaths,  marriages, 
diseases,  practitioners  of  medicine  and  surgery,  midwives, 
nurses,  undertakers,  and  veterinarians .245   The  commissioner 
was  to  see  that  these  were  registered  with  the  Eui^au  of 
Vital  Statistics. 246   He  was  empowered  to  divide  the  State 
into  10  districts  and  appoint  a  health  officer  for  each 
one  .247 

The  passage  of  the  act  of  I915  and  the  more  recent 
changes  made  in  State  adm.inistration  have  greatly  affected 
the  technique  of  compilation  of  vital  statistics  throughout 
the  State,   The  Commissioner  of  Health  has  been  replaced  by 
a  Secretary  of  Health,  and  the  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics 
has  been  legally  abolished, 248   To  effect  proper  control 
over  the  registration  of  births,  deaths,  marriages,  and  cas- 
es of  communicable  diseases,  the  acts  of  I915  and  192I  de- 
clared that  each  city,  borough,  and  township  shall  consti- 
tute a  primary  registration  district,  but  two  or  more  prima- 
ry registration  districts  may  be  united  into  one  registra- 
tion dlstrict,249 

The  local  registrar  is  required  to  issue  burial  permits 
to  undertakers  after  a  certificate  of  death  has  been  filed 


240. 

1852  P,L,  2  sec,  1  rep.  1855  P.L.  4;  1885  P.L.  56  sees.  1,  8. 

241. 

1905  P.L,  330  sec,  1. 

242, 

Ibid.,  seo.  2. 

243, 

ibid.,  sees.  3,  4. 

244. 

1905  P.L,  312  sec,  1. 

245, 

Ibid.,  sec.  10. 
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Ibid. 

247, 

Ibid.,  sec.  11. 
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iyib  P.L.  900;  1923  P.L,  498  see,  2;  1927  P,L,  207  sec.  2. 
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with  him;  to  register  births,  stillbirths,  and  deaths  as 
certified  by  attending  physicians;  to  notify  local  health 
officers  of  deaths  occurring  without  medical  attendance  as 
reported  by  undertakers;  to  refer  the  case  to  the  coroner 
for  his  Investigation  and  certification  where  there  are  sus- 
picious circumstances;  and  to  keep  a  register  of  physicians, 
mldwlves,  and  undertakers ,250   He  is  further  required  to 
submit  a  weekly  report  to  the  county  registration  commission 
of  the  deaths  of  residents  in  his  district .251   All  blanks 
and  forms  are  supplied  by  the  State  Registi^r  of  Vital  Sta- 
tistics; the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census  supplies  en- 
velopes bearing  the  franking  privilege  ,252 

The  local  registrar  is  required  to  make  a  duplicate  of 
each  birth  and  death  certificate  registered  by  him  which 
must  be  preserved  in  his  office  as  a  local  record.   Once  a 
month  he  must  send  all  original  certificates  registered  by 
him  during  the  preceding  month  to  the  State  Registrar  of 
Vital  Statistics. 253   Each  local  registrar  is  entitled  to 
receive  a  fee  of  50  cents  for  every  certificate  registered 
with  him,  and  this  is  paid  by  the  coionty  treasurer  after 
proper  certification  is  made  by  the  State  Registrar.254 
Certified  copies  of  birth,  death,  and  marriage  certificates 
dating  from  January  1,  I906  are  available  at  the  Bureau  of 
Vital  Statistics  in  Harrisburg.  A  fee  of  50  cents  is 
charged  for  each  search,  and  a  fee  of  $1  for  each  iss\aance 
of  a  certified  copy.  These  fees  are  remitted  to  the  State 
Department  of  Revenue  and  in  turn  to  the  State  Treasui*y .255 

Public  Y/elfare.  Until  I809  ordinary  poor  relief  was 
administered  in  townships  and  boroughs  by  local  overseers 
appointed  by  the  justices  of  the  peace;  after  that  date  the 
overseers  were  elected.256   Under  the  provisions  of  numerous 
acts,  no  longer  in  effect,  two  methods  of  poor  relief  were 
provided  for  the  care  of  all  classes  of  indigents.   In  the 
first  place,  outdoor  relief  could  have  been  authorized  by 
township  overseers  in  the  form  of  orders  for  food,  rent, 
clothing,  and  fuel;  in  the  second  place,  indigents,  includ- 
ing children,  could  have  been  indentured  by  contract, 257 
This  procedure  prevailed  until  I817  when  institutional  care 
of  Indoor  relief  was  provided  for  as  a  supplement  to  the 
outdoor  and  contract  methods.  At  this  time  relief  admlnis- 


250.  1915  P.L.  900  sees,  5-9,  12,  16. 

251.  1935  P.L.  478  No.  195  sec.  26;  1937  P.L.  487  seo.  29(a);  1937 
P.L.  849  sec.  30(a). 

252.  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Health,  Pennsylvania  Department  of 
Health;  Organization  and  Functions,  p.  22,  hereinafter  oited  as  Pa. 
Dept,  Health,  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Health, 
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254.  Ibid.,  seo,  20  am.  1921  P.L.  181  sec.  3  further  am.  1927  P.L. 
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256.  1809,  5  Sm.L.  18. 

257.  1705,  II  St.  at  L.  251  sees,  1,  2,  6, 
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tratlon  in  Adams  Coxonty  was  based  on  the  county-district 
system.   Control  was  vested  in  an  elective  "board  composed  of 
three  poor  directors  who  as  a  corporate  body  of  a  poor  dis- 
trict, with  boundaries  coterminous  with  the  county,  were 
made  the  sole  administrative  authority  of  the  poor  district 
almshouse  which  is  located  in  Cumberland  Township. 258   Coun- 
ty autonomy  over  poor  relief  was  established  by  the  act  of 
1957  at  which  tirre  general  control  over  this  function  was 
lodged  in  the  newly  created  county  institution  district 
board  composed  of  the  covmty  commissioners  ex  officio,  who 
replaced  the  former  poor  authorities. 259 

A  second  line  of  development  occurred  in  I915  when  cate- 
gorical relief  was  provided  for  special  groups,  providing 
co\inties  agreed  to  participate  in  State  programs.   This  was 
first  granted  in  the  form  of  mothers'  assistance,  in  which 
program  the  commissioners  of  Adams  County  agreed  to  partici- 
pate in  19ll^-,  whereupon  the  Governor  appointed  a  mothers' 
assistance  board  to  administer  the  funds. 260   in  195^  the 
scope  of  categorical  relief  was  extended  to  include  old 
age261  and  blind  assistance ,262   when  the  State  enacted  ap- 
propriate legislation  in  order  to  benefit  by  the  grant-in- 
aid  provisions  of  the  Federal  Social  Security  Act.   In  I937 
the  mothers'  assistance  board  was  replaced  by  a  new  agency, 
the  county  board  of  public  assistance,  designated  by  the 
Governor  and  functioning  as  a  subsidiary  organ  of  the  State 
Department  of  Public  Assistance.   In  this  board  today  is 
centralized  the  administration  of  old  age,  blind,  and  moth- 
ers' assistance  fund  work,  previously  performed  by  the  moth- 
ers' assistance  board;  and  unemployment  and  outdoor  relief, 
formerly  exercised  by  the  board  of  poor  directors .263 

A  service  made  possible  through  the  welfare  provisions 
of  the  Social  Security  Act  is  the  extension  unit  for  child 
welfare  service  in  areas  predominantly  rural.   This  service 
is  usually  operated  as  a  unit  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  De- 
partment of  Welfare  which  is  active  in  developing  a  program 
of  social  service  for  children  needing  institutional  care  or 
boarding  in  private  homes,  but  Adams  Coiinty  does  not  yet 
have  such  a  unit. 

Another  form  of  public  relief  is  veterans'  relief  which, 
in  Pennsylvania,  is  handled  by  the  State  Veterans'  Commis- 
sion in  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs.   This  Commission 


258.  1817  P.L.  196. 

259.  19S7  P.L.  2017. 

260.  1913  P.L.  118  am.  1915  P.L.  1038  rep.  1919  P.L.  893  sec.  19  but 
reen.  in  sees.  1-18;  1919  P.L,  907;  Minute  Book  of  Commissioners,  1920, 
p.  150,  see  entry  1. 

261.  1933-34  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  282  rep.  1936  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  28  sec. 
25  but  reen.  in  sec.  1. 

262.  1933-34  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  246  rep.  1935  P.L.  621  sec.  16  but 
reen.  in  sec.  1. 

263.  1937  P.L.  2051. 
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originated  in  192^64  and  operates  through  local  veterans' 
organizations  in  disbursing  State  funds.   Special  State  pen- 
sion funds  for  disabled  Revolutionary  War  veterans  and  their 
widows  were  provided  for  as  early  as  I8I5,  and  payments  made 
by  the  county  treasurer  from  State  funds  in  his  hands  were 
authorized  in  18314-.   These  provisions  were  extended  to  in- 
clude Civil  War  veterans  in  1865.2^^ 

The  administration  of  State  institutional  relief  is  han- 
dled by  the  Pennsylvania  State  Department  of  V/elfare.  Fur- 
thermore, State  administrative  control  over  county  institu- 
tions is  centered  in  this  Department.   It  supervises  the 
Adams  County  almshouse.   The  transportation  and  maintenance 
of  insane  persons,  indigents,  and  juveniles  of  the  dependent 
and  delinquent  classes  committed  by  the  court  are  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  county  institution  district.266   On  the 
other  hand,  children  between  the  ages  of  6  and  21,  sent  to 
State  schools  for  the  deaf  and  blind,  are  the  joint  respon- 
sibility of  the  school  district  of  which  the  child  is  a  res- 
ident, and  of  the  Commonwealth.   The  school  district  must 
pay  25  percent  of  the  cost  of  tuition  and  maintenance  while 
the  State  must  contribute  75  percent. 267 

Public  Works.   Since  I77I  the  construction  of  public 
roads  and  bridges  has  been  primarily  a  township  function, 268 
and  although  in  recent  years  local  authority  has  been  sup- 
plemented by  county  and  State  aid,  municipal  authorities  may 
levy  an  annual  road  tax  and  may  divide  the  township  into  ap- 
propriate road  districts.   County  aid,  however,  has  been  au- 
thorized for  the  construction  and  improvement  of  State, 
State-aided,  and  other  highways;  for  land  damages  to  owners 
of  private  property  confiscated  in  the  construction,  widen- 
ing, and  changing  of  grades  for  State  and  State-aided  high- 
ways; for  the  construction,  repair,  and  maintenance  of 
bridges  and  causeways  and  embankments  for  bridges;  and  for 
sidewalk  construction. 269 

Legislation  authorizing  county  aid  to  the  municipalities 
in  building  roads  and  bridges  existed  prior  to  I9OO,  but 
present  procedures  are  defined  by  the  act  of  I919  and  the 
county  code  adopted  in  I929,  which  revises,  amends,  and  con- 
solidates earlier  legislation  and  subsequent  acts.   The  act 


264.  1929  P.L.  177  sec.  203  am.  1931  P.L.  350  seo.  1;  1929  P.L.  177 
sees.  1403-1411. 

265.  1813,  6  Sm.L.  27  seo.  1;  1834  P.L.  290  seo.  1;  1865  P.L.  52 
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266.  Pa.  5con.  League,  The  County  Instit\.ition  Distriot,  p.  7. 
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268.  1771-72,  VIII  St.  at  L,  185. 

269.  Pennsylvania  Local  Government  Commission,  Pennsylvania  State- 
Local  Relations  in  Roads,  Tax  Abatement,  and  Gasoline  Tax  Dist7ibution, 
pp.  73,  74,  hereinafter  cited  as  Pa.  Loc.  Gov,  Coram.,  Pennsylvania 
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of  1919  authorized  the  county  to  expend  money  and  incur  In- 
debtedness to  pay  for  the  improvement  of  any  State  highway, 
State-aided  highway,  or  any  other  highway  located  within  the 
township,  upon  petition  of  the  township  officials  to  the 
county  commissioners.  The  provisions  of  this  act  were  ex- 
tended to  include  boroughs  in  I92I  and  cities  in  1929,270 
In  1955  the  coiinty  commissioners  were  again  authorized  to 
make  appropriations  for  the  Improvement  of  State  highways, 
provided  that  the  State  Highway  Department  approved  the 
project,271   County  aid  in  the  payrr.ent  of  land  damages  for 
State  highway  purposes  was  extended  to  boroughs  in  I929  as 
it  had  formerly  been  extended  to  townships,  but  the  county 
commissioners  were  required  first  to  enter  into  an  agreement 
with  property  owners  as  to  the  amo\int  of  damages  to  be  paid 
before  the  State  Highway  Department  could  proceed  with  the 
work.  272 

The  county  comir.ls  si  oners  may  enter  into  contracts  with 
local  corporate  authorities  to  improve  certain  miinlclpal 
streets.  The  county  may  agree  to  pay  the  total  cost  or  the 
cost  may,  on  agreement,  be  divided  between  the  county  and 
the  municipality. 273  Under  other  conditions  the  co\inty  may 
agree  to  aid  mvmiclpalities,  and  special  provisions  require 
the  sharing  of  the  cost  of  cons  true  tion.274 

The  board  of  county  commissioners  m,ay  adopt  a  sy sterna  of 
highways  bajaed  on  population  needs  for  the  co-unty,  and  may, 
with  the  approval  of  the  grand  jury  and  the  court  of  quarter 
sessions,  take  over  exclusive  control  of  any  public  road. 
Furthermore,  they  may  open  new  highways,  but  these  must  be 
maintained  by  local  authorities .275   The  county  may  author- 
ize the  construction  of  guard  rails  v/here  a  township  road 
borders  the  edge  of  a  precipice  if  the  expense  is  too  great 
for  the  township  to  bear, 276  and  may  condemji  land  and  widen 
sidewalks  where  replacement  is  necessary  owing  to  State 
highway  construction. 277 

The  county  is  given  similar  optional  authority  to  aid 
municipalities  In  building  new  bridges  or  in  Im.provlng  old 
ones  over  waterways  or  railroads,  in  which  case  a  petition 
of  municipal  authorities  or  citizens  m.ust  be  submitted  to 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions.  If,  on  the  basis  of  a  report 
of  the  board  of  viewers,  the  court,  grand  jury,  and  county 
commissioners  consider  the  bridge  to  be  necessary,  the 


270.  1917  P.L.  10  rep.  1919  P.L.  450  sec.  2;  1919  P.L.  450  sec.  1 
am.  1921  P.L.  26  further  am.  1929  P.L.  1651. 

271.  1935  P.L.  803  sec.  1. 

272.  1929  P.L.  1596. 

273.  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  951-955. 

274.  Ibid.,  sees.  959-963,  965. 

275.  Ibid.,  sees.  891,  892. 

276.  Ibid.,  sec.  964. 

277.  1919  P.L.  450  sec.  1  an.  1929  P.L.  1651  sec.  1  further  am. 
1935  P.L.  803  sec.  1. 
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bridge  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the  county  commissioners, 
be  entered  as  a  coionty  bridge .278   Similarly,  the  county 
commissioners  may  authorize  the  building  of  causeways  and 
embankments,  and  m.ay  enter  them  as  county  improvements ,279 
Bridges  built  by  boroughs  or  township."^  may  be  given  to  the 
county  free  of  charge,  in  which  case  the  coxinty  commission- 
era  m.ust  thereafter  maintain  and  keep  them  in  repair  280   in 
1929  the  General  Assembly  made  it  easier  for  the  county  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  bridges  by  enabling  the  commis- 
sioners to  authorize  fionds  for  the  building  of  bridges  upon 
the  approval  of  the  grand  jury,  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, and  the  viewers. 281   in  1935  this  act  was  amended  to 
allow  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  Highways  in  lieu  of 
all  other  approval,  provided  the  amount  paid  by  the  co\inty 
did  not  exceed  $il,5U0.282 

A  comparatively  recent  innovation  is  the  gasoline  tax 
program  initiated  in  I92I  and  designed  to  aid  the  counties 
in  building  and  maintaining  roads  and  bridges.   The  State 
makes  sem.iannual  payments  to  the  county  of  a  certain  per- 
centage of  this  tax  which  the  co\mty,  in  turn,  may  apportion 
to  the  municipalities, 283 

Since  there  is  no  co\anty  engineer  In  Adams  County  the 
comrrissioners  must  appoint  engineers  to  prepare  plans,  spec- 
ifications, and  estimates  in  county  construction  work. 
Viewers  to  determine  the  necessity  for  building  public  works 
end  for  estimating  damages  to  property  have  from  the  earli- 
est times  been  appointed  by  the  court  of  quarter  ses3ions.284 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  coiinty  commissioners  to  build  and 
maintain  necessary  public  buildings  and,  with  the  approval 
of  the  grand  jury  and  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  to  al- 
ter or  enlarge  them.   The  title  to  all  courthouses  and  pris- 
ons together  with  all  other  real  property  owned  or  acquired 
by  the  county  is  vested  in  the  county. 285   Specifications 
for  erecting  a  proposed  covmty  building,  such  as  detention 
hom.es  for  women,  must  first  be  approved  by  the  State  Depart- 
m.ent  of  Welfare ;286  and  plans  for  building  county  hospitals 
for  women  suffering  from  nervous  diseases  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Health, 287 

The  State  Board  of  Education  is  charged  with  approving 


278.  1929  P.L.  1278  seos.  751,  755,  757. 

279.  Ibid.,  sec.  754. 

280.  Ibid.,  sec.  758. 

281.  Ibid,,  sec.  755, 

282.  1935  P.L.  1037  sec.  1, 

283.  Pa.  Log,   Gov.   Coram.,    Pennsylvania  State-Local    Relations,    p.   62, 
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285.  1929   P.L.    1278  sees.   551,    552, 
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sec.   635. 

287.  1929  P.L.   38   sec.   3, 
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plans  and  specifications  submitted  by  local  boards  for  the 
construction  of  school  buildings.   If  the  proposed  building 
is  not  to  have  more  than  four  classrooms,  plans  must  be  fur- 
nished without  additional  charge  to  local  boards  on  re- 
quest.288   It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  superintendent  of 
schools  or  of  one  of  his  assistants  to  Inspect  all  school 
grounds  and  buildings  under  his  jurisdiction289  and  of  the 
county  medical  inspector  to  examine  annually  sanitary  condi- 
tions of  all  school  buildings  and  grounds  as  regulations  of 
the  State  Department  of  Health  or  the  rules  of  the  local 
board  of  health  or  board  of  school  directors  may  require. 290 

?Jith  the  approval  of  the  grtmd  jury  and  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  the  county  commissioners  were  authorized 
to  construct  and  maintain  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  plants 
in  1915.   If  the  permission  of  the  courts  of  quarter  ses- 
sions is  granted,  several  covmtles  may  form  sewage  districts 
but  must  respect  the  topography  of  the  counties  and  the 
course  of  natural  drainage. 291   The  county  commissioners  may 
also  appropriate  funds  for  flood  control. 292 

Agriculture.   The  Adam.s  County  Extension  Association 
was  created  in  I9I9  ^^   pursuance  of  the  Federal  Sm.lth-Lever 
Act  which  provided  for  agricultural  extension  work. 293   The 
responsibility  for  the  administration  of  funds  for  this  pur- 
pose is  vested  in  agricultural  colleges  in  cooperation  with 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,   In  addition  to 
the  direct  appropriation,  the  State  or  coimty  may  by  m.atch- 
ing  funds  avail  itself  of  an  additional  appropriation. 294 
The  Penn.-.ylvania  General  Assembly  agreed  in  I915  to  accept 
the  Federal  legislation  and  authorized  the  county  comjnis- 
sloners  to  appropriate  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1,500  annually 
for  agricultural  work.   In  I95I  this  s-um  was  Increased  to 
$5,000,295   At  present  Adams  Co\anty  contributes  f.1,500  annu- 
ally for  the  execution  of  this  work. 

The  commissioners  m.ay  also  provide  offices  for  the  as- 
sociatlon,296  which.  In  Adams  County,  are  located  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  courthouse.   The  chief  administrative  of- 
ficer is  the  coianty  farm  agent,  an  employee  of  Pennsylvania 
State  College.   The  work  of  the  association  is  primarily  ed- 
ucational, and  its  object  is  to  Instruct  farm.ers  and  others 
regarding  the  best  practices  in  agriculture.   This  is  ac- 


288.  1911  P.L,  309  sec.  615;  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  616  am.  1931  P.L. 
243  sec.  15. 

289.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1124. 

290.  Ibid.,  sec.  1506. 

291.  1915  P.L.  852  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  1001,  1002. 

292.  1911  P.L.  260  sees.  1,  2;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  461. 

293.  1914,  38  U.  S.  Stat.  372  sec,  1  ch.  79. 

294.  Ibid. 

295.  1913  P.L.  204  sec.  1  am.  1919  P.L.  90  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec. 
1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  444  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1. 

296.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  444  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1. 
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compllshed  through  demonstration  meetings,  farm  and  home  vis- 
Its,  and  the  Issuance  of  pamphlets. 

Records  System.   Since  1790  miscellaneous  legislation 
has  been  enacted  relating  to  the  supervision  and  keeping  of 
public  records.   In  that  year  the  county  commissioners, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  of 
the  grand  jury,  were  directed  to  erect  a  building  of  brick 
or  stone  for  holding  courts  and  for  the  safekeeping  of  rec- 
ords of  the  prothonotary,  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, register  of  wills,  clerk  of  orphans'  court,  and  re- 
corder of  deeds. 297   in  1827  the  judges  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  were  given  the  authority  to  supervise  the  records 
kept  by  these  clerical  officers.   The  judges  may  direct  the 
preparation  of  indexes  of  all  matters  contained  within  their 
books  and  may  order  the  rebinding  of  those  books  and  the 
records  which  require  it.   Once  a  year  these  officers  are 
required  to  submit  their  books  of  records  to  the  judges  for 
inspection. 298 

The  judges'  direction  over  dockets,  records,  and  index- 
es was  extended  in  lti59  when  they  were  required  to  ascertain 
whether  the  records,  books,  indexes,  and  files  of  all, court 
clerks  were  kept  as  the  law  contemplated;  and  if  neglect  was 
apparent,  to  direct  the  correction  of  any  deficiency .299 
Again  in  I89I  they  were  empowered  to  alter  the  m.ode  of  pre- 
paring the  indexes, 300  and  to  direct  the  preparation  of  new 
indexes. 301   Whenever  a  transcription  is  made  by  order  of 
the  court,  the  proper  officer  must  certify  that  it  is  the 
true  copy  of  the  original  record. 302 

The  books  required  of  the  clerical  officers  and  all 
other  officials  in  AdamiS  County  must  be  supplied  by  the  com- 
missioners at  the  cost  of  the  county. 303   in  I957  county  of- 
ficials were  authorized  to  record  any  document  by  photostat- 
ic, photographic,  or  other  mechanical  device. 304 

The  laws  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  specify  that  any  par- 
ticular accounting  system,  be  adopted  in  the  keeping  of  covin- 
ty  financial  records.   In  1955,  however,  the  Departm.ent  of 
Internal  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  was  given  power  to  pre- 
scribe unifonn  budget  and  annual  report  forr.s  for  coun- 
ties.305 

There  are  certain  general  statutory  provisions  concern- 


297.  1790,  2  Dall.  778. 

298.  1827  P.L.  154  sec.  4. 

299.  1839  P.L.  676  sec.  1  Res.  8. 

300.  1891  P.L.  129  seo.  1. 

301.  Ibid.,  sec,  2. 

302.  1327  P.L.  154  sees.  1,  2;  1879  P.L.  136  No.  139. 

303.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  57. 

304.  1937  P.L.  739  No.  199  sec.  1, 

305.  1929  P.L.  1276  sec.  370.1  added  1935  P.L.  1184  sec.  3. 
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ing  county  records.  Whenever  a  coiinty  has  been  divided  and 
from  it  a  new  county  formed,  mortgages,  judgments,  verdicts, 
orders,  and  all  records  affecting  lands  in  the  new  county 
but  made  in  the  original  county  may  be  copied  and  certified 
by  the  register  of  wills  and  recoixier  of  deeds,  the  prothon- 
otary,  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  terminer,  or  other  officers,  and  entered  by  the  same  of- 
ficer in  the  new  county  as  part  of  the  records  of  his  of- 
fice,306   All  newly  elected  coiinty  officials  are  required  to 
receive  records  and  documents  belonging  to  their  office  from 
their  predecessors.  Any  officer  refusing  to  surrender  these 
records  and  documents  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  is  re- 
quired to  pay  a  fine  of  $100  or  to  \indergo  imprisonment .307 
The  county  commissioners,  treasurer,  sheriff,  register  of 
wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  prothonotary,  clerk  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer,  clerk  of  the  or- 
phans' court,  and  the  district  attorney  are  required  to  keep 
public  records  at  the  county  seat,  under  a  penalty  of 
$500,308   "phe  minute  books  and  other  fiscal  records  and  doc- 
\iinents  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  every  taxpayer.   In 
case  any  county  officer  should  refuse  to  allow  inspection, 
the  taxpayer  may,  upon  court  order,  be  permitted  to  examine 
the  records. 309 


306.  1901  P.L.  138  seo.  1, 

307.  1804  P.L.  488  sees.  1-3  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  58. 

308.  1834  P.L.  537  seo.  12  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec*  56. 

309.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  Ill  added  1935  P.L.  730  sec.  1. 
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The  present  courthouse  of  Adams  Co\inty,  situated  on 
West  Middle  and  Baltimore  Streets  In  the  city  of  Gettysburg, 
was  contracted  for  February  22,  I85B  and  completed  In  the 
following  year.l   The  cost  of  the  building  was  less  than 
^20,000,2   It  is  a  2-story,  brick  structure,  substantially 
built,  with  stone  foundations  20  Inches  thick,  and  has  a 
steeple  containing  a  bell  and  clock.   In  IB73  and  1876  minor 
alterations  were  made  in  the  courthouse,  particularly  in  the 
commissioners'  office  and  the  courtroom, 3   Additions  to  the 
courthouse  were  contracted  for  in  June  1906,*   and  in  I9I4.O 
new  vaults  were  constructed  in  the  basement»5   These  vaults 
allowed  the  county  officials  more  space  in  their  first  floor 
offices,  since  accumulations  of  records  could  now  be  placed 
in  the  basement. 

Lighting,  temperatui^e,  and  ventilation  are  good  through- 
out the  building.  Basement  vaults  are  fireproof  and  the 
first  floor  vaults  are  partially  so.   Facilities  for  the 
convenience  of  persons  using  the  covmty  records  are  limited. 

Board  of  County  Commissioners,   The  main  office  of  the 
board  is  located  in  the  rear  of  the  first  floor.   This  room, 
shared  with  treasurer,  houses  less  than  1  percent  of  the 
board's  records.  The  adjoining  vault  contains  85  percent. 
The  commissioners'  clei^f's  office  also  connected  with  the 
main  office,  contains  less  than  1  percent  of  the  records. 
Basement  vaults  A,  B,  and  C  house  1  percent,  9  percent,  and 
6  percent  of  the  records  respectively. 

Recorder  of  Deeds,  The  office  and  office  vault  of  the 
recorder  are  located  on  the  first  floor.   Ninety-nine  per- 
cent of  his  records  are  in  his  office  vault;  1  percent  is  in 
the  basement  vault  A, 

Prothonotary,  About  1  percent  of  the  prothonotary' s 
records  are  located  in  his  office  on  the  first  floor.  The 
vault  adjoining  the  office  houses  65  percent;  55  percent  are 
found  in  the  basement  vault  A;  and  about  1  percent  in  the 
basement  vault  B  and  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  courts. 

Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  Eighty  percenT~of  the  clerk's  records  are  H^sed 
in  the  vault  adjoining  his  office  on  the  first  floor;  his 


1.  Minute  Book  of  Commissioners  (1849-63),  p,  49,  see  entry  1. 

2.  Ibid,  pp,  45-64. 

3.  Minute  Book  of  Conmiss loners    (1863-78),    p,   116;   Gettysburg 
Star  and  Sentinel,    I-laroh   23,    1876. 

4.  Minute  Book  of  Cormiiissi oners    (1906-15),    pp,  23,    24. 

5.  Minute  Book   of  Commissioners    (1940-41),    p,  22, 
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office   contains   1   percent.      Seventeen  percent   of  his   records 
are   in  the   recorder's   office,    and  2   percent   in  basement 
vault  A. 

Register  of  Wills.     This   official  who   is   also   the   re- 
cord eroT^feedTlious  es   9^  percent  of  his    records    in  his  - 
vault.      Seven  percent  are   located   in  the  basement  vault  A, 
and  1  percent  is  found   in  the  office  of   the   clerk  of  courts. 

Clerk  of  Orphans'  Court.     This   official   is   also   the 
clerk  of  the   court  of  quarter  sessions  and   oyer  and   tennlner. 
His   office  vault  houses   95   percent   of  his    records.     Three 
percent  are   located   in   the   register's   office   vault  and  Ij. 
percent  are  housed   in  the  basement  vault  A. 

Sheriff.  Thirty-three  percent  of  the  sheriff's  records 
are  located  in  his  office  at  the  county  jail;  67  percent  are 
fovind   in  vault  A   in   the   courthouse  basement. 

Jail  Warden.      The   sheriff  serves    in   this    capacity. 
Eighty-three   percent  of  the    jail  warden'  s    records   are   locat- 
ed  in  his   office   in  the   county   jail  on  East  High  Street, 
Gettysburg.      Seventeen  percent  is  housed   in  vault  A   in   the 
basement  of   the   courthouse. 

Coroner.  All  the  records  of  the  coroner  are  located  in 
his   private   office  at  256  Baltimore  Street,    Gettysburg. 

Jury  Commissioners.     All  the   records   of  these   commis- 
sioners  are    to  be    found   in  the   office   vault  of   the   county 
commissioners. 

Probation  and   Parole.     All  of  the   records   of  this   of- 
fice  are   in  its   room  on  the   first  floor  of  the   courthouse. 

Treasurer.  The  treasurer  who  shares  the  commissioners' 
office  keeps  10  percent  of  his  records  there;  i|i|  percent  in 
the  vault  adjoining  that  office;  and  i+6  percent  in  basement 
vault  B. 

Board  of  Revision.     All    the   records   of   this  board  are 
located   in   tEe   county  commissioners'    office  vault. 

Auditors.     All   the    records   of  the   auditors   are   to  be 
fovind   in   the   office  vault  of  the   commissioners. 

Registration  Commission.      Twenty-three   percent  and  2 
percent  of   the   commission's    records  are  housed   in  the   cotinty 
commissioners'    vault  and  office    respectively;    50   percent  are 
located   in  basement  vault  C   and  i^.^   percent  in  basement  vault 
B. 

Board   of  Election.     This  board  has  no   separate   office. 
Twelve   percent  of  its    records  are   found  in   the   commission- 
ers'   office;   tiO  percent   in  basement  vault  C;   k  percent   in 
the   prothonotary' s   office;   2  percent   in   the  office  of   the 


HOUSING,  CARE,  AND  ACCESSIBILITY  OP  RECORDS         53 


clerk  of  courts;  1  percent  in  the  prothonotary 's  vault;  and 
1  percent  in  the  commissioners'  vault  and  the  basement  vault 
B. 

Superintendent  of  Schools.   Seventy-two  percent  of  the 
superintendent's  records  are  located  in  his  office  on  the 
first  floor  of  the  courthouse.  Basement  vaults  B  and  C  each 
contain  11+  percent  of  his  records. 

Institution  District  Board,  The  board's  office  in  the 
almshouse,  located  in  Cumberland  Township,  houses  14.5  percent 
of  its  records  and  11  percent  are  in  the  storeroom  of  the 
same  building.  The  commissioners'  office  and  office  vault, 
in  the  courthouse,  contain  11  percent  and  28  percent  respec- 
tively. Five  percent  are  located  in  basement  vault  B. 

Surveyor,  The  surveyor  has  an  office  on  Baltimore 
Street,  Gettysburg,  but  all  his  records  are  located  In  the 
courthouse.  Eighty-six  percent  are  found  in  the  prothono- 
tary 's  vault  and  li|.  percent  are  housed  In  basement  vault  A, 


IV.   ABBREVIATIONS,  SYMBOLS,  AND  EXPLANATORY  NOTES 


alph alphabetlcal(ly) 

am*    ,.•••••••>•  amended 

arr arranged 

art article 

aver. ••  average 

bdl b\indle(s) 

bsmt basement 

cab cabinet 

ch chapter 

chrbn chronologlcal(ly ) 

elk clerk 

Comm Cornmonwealth 

coimn(s) commi3sloner(  s  ) 

comp(s) compile  r(s) 

Const Constitution 

ct(s) court(s) 

cth,    . courthouse 

ctn(s) carton(s) 

Dall Dallas,    Lavfs   of   Pennsylvania, 

1700-igQl 

Dlst Pennsylvania  District  Reports, 

1893-19^1 

et  al et  alii,    et  alias    (and   others) 

T7bT~ TTle  box(es) 

f.d file  drawer 

fm form(s) 

hdw handwritten 

ibid ibidem  (in   the   same   place) 

Leg.   Rec Legal  Record  Reports,    1882 -83 

no(s) nviraber(s) 

numer nviraerical(  ly) 

off office 

op.  cit. ope  re  citato  (In  the  work  cited) 

pTp) page  ( sT^ 

Pa.  C  .C Pennsylvania  County  Court  Reports, 

1886-19^1. 

Pa.  Att.  Gen Pennsylvania  Attorney  General 

Pa.  Dept,  Health Pennsylvania  Department  of  Health 

Pa.  Dept.  Int.  Aff.  .  .  .  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Inter- 
nal Affairs 

Pa.  Dept.  Pub.  Instr.  .  .  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Public 

Instruction 

Pa.  Dept,  Welfare  ....  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Wel- 
fare 

Pa.  Econ.  Council  ....  Pennsylvania  Economic  Council 

Pa.  Econ.  League   ....  Pennsylvania  Economy  League 

Pa.  Local  Gov.  Comm.   .  .  Pennsylvania  Local  Government 

Commission 

par paragraph(s) 

Phila Philadelphia  Reports,    I872-93 

proth prothonotary 

ptd printed 

reen reenacted 
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rep repealed 

3ec(s) 3ection(s) 

Sm.L Smith' s  Laws  (Laws  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  I700- 


TS29T 
secial 


Sp«  Sess Special  Session 

St.  at  L Pennsylvania  Statutes  at  Large 

sup supplied 

supp supplemented 

twp(3) township(s) 

U.  S United  States 

U»  S.  Stat United  States  Statutes  at  Large 

vlt vault 

vol(s) vol\ime(s) 

V versus 

X by  (in  dimensions) 

—  ...to  date  and  continuing 

Explanatory  Notes 

The  titles  of  records  are  shown  in  the  inventory  proper 
exactly  as  they  are  indicated  on  volximes  and  file  boxes. 
Where  the  title  of  a  record  series  has  varied,  the  current 
or  most  recent  title  has  been  used  as  the  title  of  the  entry, 
and  variant  titles  have  been  indicated.  Explanatory  addi- 
tions to  inadequate  titles  and  corrections  of  erroneous  ti- 
tles are  enclosed  in  parentheses  and  have  initial  capitals. 
In  the  absence  of  titles,  assigned  titles  written  in  upper 
case  and  enclosed  in  parentheses,  are  used. 

First  and  last  dates  covered  by  a  particular  record  are 
shown  in  the  title  line  of  the  entry.   Records  kept  continu- 
ously are  shown  by  a  hyphen  between  the  beginning  and  clos- 
ing dates,  as  1850-59*   Missing  records  or  lapses  In  records 
are  indicated  by  a  comma  between  the  groups  of  inclusive 
dates,  as  I85Q-56,  1889-92,   Current  dates  are  indicated  by 
two  hyphens,  thus,  I920--, 

Letters  or  niunbers  in  parentheses  Indicate  the  exact 
labeling  on  volumes  or  file  boxes;  the  labeling  follows  di- 
rectly after  the  quantity  to  which  it  applies.   If  the  vol- 
virnes  or  file  boxes  are  unlabeled,  no  labeling  is  indicated. 

Title  line  cross  references  are  used  to  complete  series 
for  records  kept  separately  for  a  period  of  time  and  in 
other  records  for  different  periods  of  time,  as  in  entry  16, 
"I80u-lbb7,  1919—  in  Bills,  entry  I5."  They  are  also  used 
in  all  artificial  entries  -  entries  for  records  which  must 
be  shown  separately  under  their  proper  office  or  section 
heading  even  though  they  are  records  appearing  elsewhere  in 
the  inventory,  as  in  entry  182,  "In  (Register  of  Children 
Born  of  Negro  Slaves),  entry  I7I."   In  both  instances  the 
description  of  the  master  entry  shows  the  title  and  entjry 
number  of  the  record  from  which  the  cross  reference  is  made, 
as  in  entry  I5,  "Also  contains:  Orders,  I8OO-I887,  I919— , 
entry  I6."  Dates  shown  in  the  description  of  the  master 
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enZTj  are  only  for  the  part  or  parts  of  the  record  contained 
therein,  and  are  shown  only  when  they  vary  from  -chose  of  the 
master  entry. 

Separate  third -para  graph  cross  references  from  entiTT  to 
entry,  and  "see  also"  references  under  subject  headings  and 
subheadings  are  used  to  show  prior,  subsequent,  or  related 
records  which  are  not  part  of  the  same  series. 

If  a  separate  index  serves  but  one  record  it  follows 
immediately  after  that  entry;  if  it  serves  moi^  than  one, 
grouped  together,  it  precedes  the  group;  if  it  serves  a  wide- 
ly separated  group  then  it  precedes  the  most  appropriate 
record  entry  of  the  group.   A  cross  reference  is  always  made 
from  an  index  entry  to  entries  covering  records  which  the 
index  serves.   Self  contained  indexes  are  explained  in  the 
record  entries  containing  them. 

Since  measurements  are  always  given  in  inches,  the  sym- 
bol (")  has  been  omitted.   The  dimensions  for  volvimes  and 
bundles  are  always  given  in  the  sequence  of  height,  width, 
and  thickness;  for  file  boxes  and  other  containers,  the  se- 
quence is  height,  width,  and  depth. 

In  the  footnote  references  to  the  Constitution  of  Penn- 
sylvania the  dates  are  specified  for  the  constitutions  of 
1776,  1790,  and  IB38;  if  no  date  is  given  the  reference  is 
to  the  Constitution  of  iSfk* 

All  records  found  by  the  Survey  are  listed.  Where  no 
statement  is  made  that  the  record  was  discontinued  at  the 
last  date  shown  In  the  entry,  it  cotild  not  be  definitely  es- 
tablished that  such  was  the  case.  Where  no  comment  Is  made 
on  the  absence  of  prior  or  subsequent  records,  no  Informa- 
tion could  be  obtained. 

Records  are  assumed  to  be  in  good  condition  \anless 
otherwise  indicated.  The  locations  given  for  the  records 
are  the  locations  at  the  time  the  survey  was  made.  These 
are,  of  course,  subject  to  change. 
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PART  B.      COUNTY   OFFICES  AND   THEIR  RECORDS 
I.      BOARD   OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS 

Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

The   system  of  government  set  up  by  William  Penn  and   the 
earliest  legislative  bodies   of   the   Province   of   Pennsylvania 
vested  most  of   the  governmental  powers  of  the   individual 
co\inties   in   the   "county  courts,"     These   courts,    the  members 
of  which  were   appointed  by   the   Provincial  Covmcil,!    tried 
all  civil  cases   and  all  but   the  more   serious   criminal  cas- 
es.2      In  addition  to  its   Judicial  duties,    the   county  court 
performed  many  executive   and  administrative   functions.      It 
levied  the   county   taxes,3    supervised   the   erection  of  cotmty 
buildings*    and   the   laying  out  of   roads, 5    took  care  of  the 
poor  of   the   county ,6    and  paid  bounties   for  the  destmictlon 
of  wolves,? 

In  1711   the   office   of  co\inty  commissioner  was   created 
to   take   over  from  the   court   some   of   the   duties   connected 
with   the   assessing  and  levying   of  taxes.      The   General  Assem- 
bly  appointed   three   commissioners    in  each  county   to   serve 
until  the   next   session. 8      Between  that  time  and  1722,   ap- 
pointed county  commissioners  were   always  provided  for  by 
statute,    although  the  number  in  each  county  varied  between 
three  and  five,    with  Philadelphia  sometimes   having  more   com- 
mlssloijiers   than  Bucks  and  Chester,    the   only   other  covmties 
in  existence  at   that   time. 9      The   law  of  I722  and  the   one  re- 
placing it  2  years   later  made    the  office   of   county  commis- 
sioner permanent  and  elective  with  a  3-year  term.      Since 
that   tlm.e  boards   of  coxanty  commissioners  have  had   three  mem- 


1.  The  Frame  of  the  Government   (1682)    in  Charter  to  William  Penn, 
and  Laws  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,    Passed  Between  the  Years   1682 
and   1700,    Preceded  by  the  Duke   of  York's   Laws   in  Force  Fr'om~the  Yea? 
1676  to  the  Year  1682,    p.   95   sec.   5,    hereinafter  cited  as~Charter~to 
William  Penn. 

2.  Laws   of  the  Assembly   (l683)    in  Charter  to  William  Penn,    ch, 
LXX,    p.    129;    oh.   LXXVI,    LXXVII,    p.    131;    ch.   LXXXTl,    p.    133. 

3.  Ibid.,    ch.   CXXVII,   pp.    146,    147. 

4.  Ibid.,   ch.  CI. 

5.  Tbid..   ch.  LXXXIX. 

6.  The  Body  of  Laws   (1682)   in  Charter  to  Y/illiam  Penn.    ch.  XXXII, 
p.  115. 

7.  Laws   of  the  Assembly   (l583)    in  Charter  to  William  Penn,    ch. 
LXXXVI,    p.    134;   La^vs   of  the  Assembly   (1690J    in  Charter  to  Yailiam  Penn, 
ch.  CXCIII,    p.   183. 

8.  1710-11,    II  St.   at  L.   369  sec.   1. 

9.  1710-11,  II  St.  at  L.  369,  373;  1712-13,  III  St.  at  L.  3;  1715, 
III  St.  at  L.  83;  1717,  III  St.  at  L.  128;  1717-18,  III  St.  at  L.  175. 
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bers.lO   Their  tenure  was  increased  to  I4.  years  by  constitu- 
tional amendment  in  I909.II   From  time  to  time  the  commis- 
sioners were  given  additional  duties  which  originally  be- 
longed to  the  court,  and  they  have  received  so  m.any  new  re- 
sponsibilities that  the  board  of  co\mty  commissioners  now  is 
the  most  important  administrative  body  of  the  county.  Al- 
though the  office  was  mentioned  in  the  Constitution  of 
1776^  it  did  not  acquire  full  constitutional  status  until 
18714.  .13 

The  law  erecting  Adams  County  in  I8OO  provided  that  the 
officers  of  York  Covmty  were  to  continue  to  act  for  the  new 
covmty  until  its  own  officers  were  chosen.l4   The  first  coun- 
ty commissioners  were  to  be  elected  in  the  next  annual  elec- 
tion, and  were  to  have  the  same  powers  and  duties  as  were 
given  by  law  to  the  commissioners  of  existing  counties. 15 

A  county  commissioner  must  have  held  American  citizen- 
ship and  residence  in  the  county  for  at  least  a  year  before 
his  elect ion.16   Until  I874.  the  commissioners  had  overlap- 
ping terms  of  office,  with  one  commissioner  replaced  each 
year.17   But  now  the  entire  board  is  elected  every  l^   years. 
Each  elector  votes  for  two  candidates  only, 18  thus  providing 
for  representation  of  the  minority  party.  County  commission- 
ers may  be  re-elected.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  the  court  ap- 
points a  successor  to  serve  out  the  balance  of  the  original 
term.  The  appointee  must  have  voted  for  the  commissioner 
whose  place  he  is  taking,19   Before  any  county  commissioner 
may  assvune  office,  he  is  obliged  to  take  an  oath, 20  which 
must  be  filed  with  the  prothonotary,21   Each  commissioner 
must  post  a  bond  of  at  least  $2,000,  which  is  also  kept  by 


10.  1722,    III  St.  at  L.   295  seos.    1-3;    1724-25,    IV  St.   at  L.   10 
sec.   2. 

11.  Const.,   art.  XIV,    sec.   7  as   am.   1909;    1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   101. 

12.  Const.   1776,   ch,   II,   seo,   31, 

13.  Const,,  art,  XIV,    sec,  1, 

14.  1800,  XVI  St.  at  L,  392  seo,  5. 

15.  Ibid.,   sees.  5,    9. 

16.  Const,,  art.  XIV,  sec,  3, 

17.  1722,  III  St.  at  L,  295  sec,  3;  1724,  IV  St,  at  L.  10  sec.  2; 
1732,  IV  St.  at  L.  234  sec.  1;  1755,  V  St.  at  L.  201;  Const.  1776,  ch. 
II,   seo.  31;   1799,   3  Sm.L.   393   sec.   2;   1834  P.L.   537  seo,   15. 

18.  Const.,  art.  XIV,    sec.  7  as  am.  1909;   1929  P.L,   1278  sec,  101. 

19.  Const,,   art,  XIV,   sec,  7  as  am.   1909;   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   101, 
See;  k  Digest  of  the  Statute  Law  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
Year  1911,   p.  743;   Purdon's  Pennsylvania  Statutes  Annotated,   Const., 
art,  XIV,    sec,   7;   Purdon's  Pennsylvania  Statutes  Annotated,   title  XVI, 
ch,   I,   sec,  101, 

20.  1799,   3  Sm.L.  393  seo,  3  sup.  1834  P.L,  537  sec,  7  sup.  Const., 
art,  VII,   sec,  1;   1929  P,L,   1278  sec,   53, 

21.  Between  1834  and  1874  this   oath  vreis  filed  with  the  clerk  of 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions,    1834  P.L.  537  sec,   17  sup.  Const.,   art, 
VII,   sec,  1  and  rep,   1929  P,L,   1278  seo.   1051. 
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the  prothonotary.22      At  first   the   commissioners  were   paid  on 
a  per  diem  basis   for  days   actually  spent   in  official  bual- 
ness23      but  now  the   salary   of  a  commissioner  of  a   seventh- 
class   county   is  fixed  by  law  at  $1,000  and  expenses, 24      Each 
county  commissioner  receives   an  additional  $800  a  year  as 
compensation  for  his  work  as   a  member  of   the   county   institu- 
tion district  board,25 

Functions  and  Records 

The  corporate  power  of  the  county  is  vested  in  the  coun- 
ty commissioners ,26     any   two   of  whom  constitute   a  quorvmi,27 
They  have   custody  of  the   county  seal  and  affix   it   to  all 
their  official  documents ,28      They  may   sue   and  be    sued   on  be- 
half of   the   county .29      The   co\mi;y  commissioners  hold   title 
to  all  real  estate   vested   in  the   countySO    and   they  may   sell 
or  release   any  of  it  on  petition  to   tlie   court  of  common 
pleas,   which  fixes  a  hearing  date ,31      in  seventh-class   coun- 
ties   the  commissioners  may  sell  any  property  given  to   the 
cotmty  and  reinvest   the  proceeds  without  court  approval, 32 
County  commissioners  may  perform  only  those   duties  which  are 
given  to   them  by  law ,33      in   the  performance   of   their  duties 
they34r    and   their  clerk35    may  administer  oaths. 

Many  of   the   powers   and  duties   of   the   county  commission- 
ers  are   still  connected  with   their  original  functions,    aid- 
ing the  assessors   and  levying  and   collecting   taxes.      Once  a 
year  they  make   an  estimate   of   the   probable   expenditures   of 
the  county  during   the  year  to   come,    on   the  basis   of  which 


22.  1878   P,L,   118  No,   149  rep.   1929  P.L.    1278   sec,    1051;    1929  P,L, 
1278  sec.  54  am,   1933  P,L.   946  No,   182;   1929  P.L,   1278  sec.   102. 

23.  1712-13,    III  St.  at  L,  3  see.  8;   1724-25,    IV  St.  at  L.   10  sec. 
12;    1799,   3  Sm.L.   393  sec,   22;    1834  P.L.   537  sec.   26   rep.   1929  P.L.   1278 
sec.   1051;    1865  P.L.   133  No.   119;   1905  P.L,   167  sec.  2  rep.   all  incon- 
sistent  general  and  special  laws. 

24.  1917  P.L,  570  sees.  1,  2. 

25.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  303. 

26.  1834  P.L,  537  sec.  4  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.    1051  but  reen.   in 
sec*  2S. 

27.  1710-11,    II  St.  at  L,  369  sec.   1;   1715,    III  St,  at  L,  83  sec. 
2;   1717-18,    III  St,   at  L,   175   sec,   2;    1799,    S  Sm,L.   393  sec.   15;   1834 
P.L.  537  sec.   19  rep.   1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.   in  sec.  105. 

28.  1834  P.L     537  sec.  8  rep,  1929  P,L,  1278  sec,  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  24. 

29.  1834  P.L,  537  sec.  8   rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.   1031. 

30.  1929  P.L.    1278  sec.   551  am.   1937  P.L.   328  sec.   1. 

31.  1874  P.L.   154  and  1891  P.L.   168   No.   165  both  rep.   1929  P.L, 
1278  sec,   1051;    1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   676  am.   1937  P.L.   328   sees.  2,    3. 

32.  1929  P.L.   607  No.   247. 

33.  Close  V.  Bucks  County,  2  Woodward  453  (1874). 

34.  1811,  2  Sm.L.  218  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  25  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  107, 

35.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  110. 
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they   levy   taxes, 36      The   law  forbids   a  higher  tsix  for  general 
county  purposes   than  10  mills   on  the  dollar  of   assessed  val- 
uation.37      in  order  to  meet   the    running  expenses   of   the   coun- 
ty,   the   county  commissioners  may  borrow  money   secured  by   the 
current  unpaid  taxes.     All   such  loans  must  be   repaid  within 
a  year .38 

Every  5  years   a  complete  assessment   is  made   of  all   land 
and  other  property  within  the  co\inty;    in  other  years  assess- 
ment is  made   of  property  on  which  a  great  change   In  value 
has  occurred  during   the  past  year.39      The   local  assessors   of 
covmty   taxes   are   elected  by   the  people    of  the   boroughs  and 
townships,   but  paid  by   the   cotmty  commissioners,    their  com- 
pensation being  set  by  law.40      Whenever  necessary   the   county 
commissioners  may  appoint  interpreters   to   aid   the   assessors 
in   their  woit.^l       In  order  that  assessment  does  not  fail 
to  te   carried  out,    the   county  commissioners   appoint  local 
assessors  whenever  a  vacancy   remains  \anfilled.42      The  board 
of   county  commissioners  may  fill  vacancies   in  the   office   of 
elected   tax  collectors  whenever  such  vacancies   are  not  others 
wise   filled.43 

After  the   triennial  and   inter-triennial   assessments 
have  been  completed,    returns   are  made    to   the   county  commls- 
sioners44    who  have   the   right   to   rectify  any  apparent  errors 
in   the  appraisals  made  by   the   assessors .45      Thereupon  the 
commissioners   form  a  board  of   revision   to  hear  appeals   from 
persons  dissatisfied  with  the   assessment   of  their  property 
as  made  by   the   regular  assessors  and   the   county   commission- 
ers .46 

In  seventh-class   counties   such  as  Adams,    the  county 
commissioners   are   empowered  to  fix   the   compensation  of  all 


36.  1717,   III  St.  at  L.   175  seo.  2;   1799,   3  Sm.L,  393  sec.    7  sup, 
1834  P.L,  509  sec,   1  rep,   1929  P,L.   1278  sec.   1051  but  reen.   in  sec, 
361  am,   1935  P,L,   1184  sec.  2, 

37.  1929  P.L.    1278   seo.   371  am.   1937   P.L.   942   sec.   1, 

38.  1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   371.1  added  1931  P.L.   401  sec.   11. 

39.  1799,   3  Sm.L.   393  sec.    7  sup.    1834  P.L.   509  sec.  2   rep.   1933 
P.L.  853  sec.  601  but  reen.   in  sees.  401,   431;   1849  P.L.  670  sec,  34 
rep.   1933  P.L.  853  sec.   601  but  reen.   in  sec,  431. 

40.  1933  P.L.   853     sees.   305-308;    1935  P.L,   670  No,   251  seo.   1; 
1935  P.L.   695  No,   265  sec.   1. 

41.  1933  P.L.   853  sec.   309. 

42.  1879  P.L.  39  No.  33  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601  but  reen.  in 
see.  304. 

43.  1933  P.L.  103  sec.  33  am.  1935  P.L.  1205. 

44.  1933  P.L.  853  sees.  401,  431. 

45.  1834  P.L.  509  sec.  6  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601  but  reen,  in 
sec.  508;  1841  P.L.  393  sec.  6  reo.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601. 

46.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  83  sec.  2;  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  sees.  8,  9 
sup.  1834  P.L.  509  sees.  8-10  reo.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601  and  reen.  in 
sees.  501-510;  1822,  7  Sm.L.  526";  1842  P.L.  441  sec.  10. 
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collectors  of  covmty  taxes. 47   They  may  take  measures  to 
fine  negligent  assessors  and  tax  collectors,*^  and  on  peti- 
tion of  500  taxpayers  they  may  change  the  dates  after  which 
reduction  of  taxes  for  prompt  payment  cannot  be  made .49   The 
commissioners  are  permitted  to  refund  any  taxes  or  license 
fees  erroneously  paid  to  the  co\inty,50  and  to  appraise  the 
personal  property  of  anyone  who  neglects  to  file  a  return. 
In  the  latter  case,  they  add  50  percent  to  their  valuation 
as  compensation  for  their  trouble .51   County  commissioners 
in  iSi^-b  were  given  the  power  to  appoint  mercantile  apprais- 
ers,52  but  since  I919  these  officers  have  been  appointees  of 
the  State  Auditor  General.SS 

Whenever  a  property  being  sold  for  taxes  fails  to  find 
a  buyer,  the  commissioners  pay  the  taxes  and  hold  the  prop- 
erty themselves.   If  it  is  still  unredeemed  after  2  years, 
they  sell  it  at  a  public  sale .54   The  property  may  be  sold 
at  a  private  sale  with  the  approval  of  the  court  of  common 
plvsas.55 

All  money  spent  by  the  co\inty  is  paid  out  by  the  treas- 
urer on  warrants  drawn  by  the  county  commissioners, 56  who 
award  all  contracts  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.57   it 
is  a  misdemeanor  for  county  officials  to  be  financially  in- 
terested in  a  contract,  and,  if  convicted  for  such  an  of- 
fense they  may  be  fined  or  rem.oved  from  off  ice, 58   At  first 
the  county  treasurer  was  appointed  by  the  commissioner359 
but  since  181^.1  he  has  been  elected. 60   The  county  commission- 
ers appropriate  all  money  for  county  uses  from  the  general 
county  funds  which  are  secured  from  the  taxes  they  levy,  by 


47.  1927  P.L.  719  No.  369  sec.  1. 

48.  1710-11,  II  St.  at  L.  369  sec,  4;  1715,  III  St,  at  L.  83  sec. 
7;  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  sec.  23  sup.  1834  P.L.  509  sec,  24  rep,  1933  P,L. 
853  sec,  601  but  reen,  in  sec,  310, 

49.  1885  P.L.  204  sees.  1,  2. 

50.  1834  P.L.  509  sec.  48;  1929  P.L,  1656  No,  518  am.  1935  P.L. 
1210  rep.  1937  P.L.  786  sec.  3;  1937  P.L.  786  sees.  1,  2. 

51.  1913  P.L.  507  sec.  5  am.  1923  P.L.  474  No.  260  further  am. 
1927  P.L.  985  No.  476  further  am.  1931  P.L.  544. 

52.  1846  P.L.  486  sec.  12. 

53.  1919  P.L.  963  sec,  3, 

54.  1815  P.L.  177,  6  Sm.L.  268  sec.  3  am.  1889  P.L.  141;  1931  P.L. 
280  sec.  16  am.  1939  P.L.  498  sec.  8;  1931  P.L.  280  sec.  17  am.  1939 
P.L.  498  see.  18. 

55.  1933  P.L.  1019  am.  1935  P.L.  1168  No.  378. 

56.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  sec.  14  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  37  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  362. 

57.  1870  P.L.  834  No.  765. 

58.  1806,  4  Sm.L.  324  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  43  rep.  1929  P.L, 
1278  sec,  1051  but  reen.  In  sec,  64, 

59.  1710,  II  St,  at  L,  369  sec.  3;  1717,  III  St,  at  L,  175  sec, 
11;  1757,  V  St,  at  L,  337  sec,  13;  1797,  3  Sm,L,  393  sec,  13;  1834  P,L, 
597. 

60.  1841  P.L.  400  sec.  1. 
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levying  an  additional  tax  allowed  by  law  for  certain  piirpos- 
es,  or  by  borrowing  money  within  the  legal  limits.  For  ex- 
ample the  salaries  of  county  officers  are  paid  from  the  gen- 
eral fxond,  the  expenses  of  road  construction  may  be  secured 
from  a  special  road  tax,  and  money  may  be  borrowed  and  bonds 
issued  to  finance  the  building  of  a  courthouse.   Prior  to 
I87I1  the  legislature  passed  special  laws  permitting  the  com- 
missioners of  a  particular  coiuity  to  borrow  or  to  levy  a 
special  tax  or  to  use  some  of  the  coionty  f\inds  in  another 
way.   In  I826  the  legislature  authorized  the  commissioners 
of  Adams  Coionty  to  sell  the  ground  rents  on  certain  lots  in 
Gettysburg. 61  After  the  destruction  of  the  covinty  jail  in 
1850,  the  commissioners  were  permitted  to  rebuild  it  without 
sec'Tiring  the  usxially  necessary  authorization  from  the  court 
and  grand  jury,  and  to  borrow  |6,000  to  finance  the  con- 
struction. 62 

The  county  commissioners  select  and  buy  all  land  for 
public  buildings. 63   Before  constructing,  altering,  or  en- 
larging the  county  buildings,  they  secure  the  approval  of 
the  grand  jury  and  the  covirt  of  quarter  sessions.64   There- 
after the  county  commissioners  provide  for  the  upkeep  of 
the  courthouse,  jails,  and  other  public  buildings. 65   if  the 
courthouse  is  damaged  they  select  another  place  for  tempo- 
rary use .66   In  addition  to  paying  the  salaries  of  county 
officials,  the  county  oommissioners  provide  all  office  fvir- 
nishlngs,  supplies,  heat,  and  light. 67   with  the  consent  of 
the  grand  jury  and  the  court  of  quarter  sessions,  they  build 
roads  and  bridges  which  they  must  thereafter  maintain.68 
They  are  required  to  provide  a  jury  wheel69  and  pay  for  all 
supplies  and  services  needed  for  electlons,70  Including  vot- 
ing machines  for  any  political  divisions  deciding  to  use 
them. 71 


61.  1826  P.L.  119  seo.  4. 

62.  1850  P.L,  5  sees.  1,  3. 

63.  1929  P.L,  1278  sees.  513-517,  566;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  518  am. 
1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1. 

64.  1834  P.L.  537  seo,  11  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  552. 

65.  1717-18,  III  St.  at  L.  175  sec.  2;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  552. 

66.  1879  P.L.  32  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec,  1051  but  reen,  in 
seo.  552. 

67.  1889  P.L.  52  No.  54  am.  1895  P.L.  197  No,  120  further  am,  1907 
P,L,  308  sec,  1  rep,  1929  P,L,  1278  seo,  1051  but  reen,  in  sec,  57  am, 
1933  P,L,  992. 

68.  1732,  IV  St.  at  L.  234  seo.  3;  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  sec.  24;  1836 
P.L.  551  seo,  36  rep.  1929  P.L,  1278  sec,  1051;  1929  P.L,  1278  sees, 
701,  724,  871,  874. 

69.  1834  P.L.  333  sees.  81,  83. 

70.  1799,  XVI  St.  at  L.  163  sees.  3,  21,  23  rep.  1839  P.L,  519  sec. 
174  but  sup.  1840  P.L,  683  seo,  7  rep,  1937  P,L,  1333  sec,  190i  but  reen. 
in  sees,  302,  305(a). 

71.  1929  P.L.  549  sec.  4  rep,  1937  i-',L,  1333  sec,  1901  but  reen, 
in  sees,  1104,  1108, 
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Various  expenses  connected  with  the  maintenance  of  cer- 
tain classes  of  people  must  be  paid  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners.  They  are  obliged  to  furnish  all  food,  clothing, 
and  supplies  used  in  the  county  Jail^Z  and  in  the  poor- 
house  ,73   The  commissioners  must  provide  separate  accommoda- 
tions for  women  Jurors, 74  and  a  separate  room  or  building 
for  juvenile  offenders  awaiting  trial .75   in  Adams  County 
there  are  so  few  juvenile  offenders  that  a  juvenile  deten- 
tion home  has  not  been  established;  hence  the  county  sends 
such  children  to  a  privately  operated  home  for  children. 
The  commissioners  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  all  inmates  of 
the  State  penitentiaries, 76  the  State  Industrial  Home  for 
Women,77  and  the  Huntingdon  Industrial  School78  who  were 
convicted  within  the  county.  Whenever  an  inmate  of  the 
Huntingdon  institution79  or  the  State  Industrial  Home  for 
WomenPO  is  convicted  of  a  new  crime  committed  while  serving 
sentence  there,  his  maintenance  and  the  cost  of  the  new 
trial  must  still  be  paid  by  the  county  in  which  he  was  orig- 
inally sentenced.   The  covinty  commissioners  pay  half  the  ex- 
penses of  children  in  homes  of  refugeSl  and  the  entire  cost 
of  maintenance  of  indigent  patients  in  tuberculosis  sana- 
toria.82   They  must  pay  for  the  burial  of  all  indigent  per- 
sons of  the  county. 83 

The  care  of  indigent  insane  persons  has  been  a  respon- 
sibility of  the  county  commissioners.   Before  I883  the  in- 
sane poor  were  usually  sent  to  the  almshouse.   In  that  year, 
however,  the  Board  of  Public  Charities  was  given  certain  su- 
pervision over  the  insane84  and  the  expenses  for  the  care 
and  maintenance  of  such  persons  was  divided  between  the 
State  and  the  county .85   After  I889  the  county  or  poor  dis- 
trict was  responsible  for  a  portion  of  these  expenses  and 


72.  1786,   XII  St.   at  L,   280  eeo,   12;    1790,    2  Sm.L.   531  sec.   30. 

73.  1937  P.L,   2017  sec,  305. 

74.  1921  P.L.  384  sec.  1  rep,  1929  P.L,  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  554. 

75.  1901  P.L.  279  sec.  10  rep.  1903  P.L,  274  sec.  12;  1903  P.L, 
137  No,  98  sec,  1  am,  1913  P.L.  870  No.  420  sec,  1  rep,  1933  P.L.  1433 
sec.  28  but  reen.  in  sec,  7;  1929  P,L,  12  78  sec,  555, 

76.  1829,  10  Sm,L.  431  sec.  9  sup.  1929  P.L.  694  sec.  1;  Pa.  Att. 
Gen.,  Official  Opinions,  1927-28,  pp,  152-164. 

77.  1913  P,L.  1311  sec.  25  am.  1929  P.L,  698, 

78.  1887  P.L.  63  sec,  17  am,  1929  P,L,  697, 

79.  1893  P.L,  280  sec,  1. 

80.  1913  P.L.  1311  sees,  22,  23;  1913  P.L.  1311  sec,  24  am,  1929 
P.L.  698. 

81.  1901  P.L,  158  sec.  1  sup.  1903  P.L,  83  No.  77  am,  1925  P,L. 
156  No.  115. 

82.  1911  P.L,  623  sees,  1,  2  sup,  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  442. 

83.  1883  P,L,  119  sec,  2  am,  19i5  P,L.  479  further  am,  1915  P.L. 
506  sec,  2  further  am,  1919  P.L,  152  further  am,  1921  P.L.  167  sec,  1 
further  am,  1937  P,L,  411  sec,  2  further  am,  1939  P,L.  369. 

84.  1883  P.L.  21  No.  18. 

85.  1883  P.L.  92  sec.  3  rep.  1889  P.L.  258  sec.  2. 
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the  State  for  the  rest.  Various  laws  set  forth  the  exact 
amounts  per  week  which  the  State  would  pay.^S   a  law  of  I895 
provided  that  the  coiinty  was  primarily  liable,  but  could  re- 
cover any  money  expended  from  the  persons  concerned  or  from 
the  poor  district.87   Under  this  system  the  covmty  commis- 
sioners or  the  authorities  in  charge  of  the  poor  had  to  send 
detailed  quarterly  reports  to  the  Auditor  General  concerning 
the  n\amber  of  indigent  insane  persons  from  the  county  or 
district  who  were  in  State  hospitals.   If  this  report  was 
not  sent,  the  negligent  county  or  poor  district  did  not  re- 
ceive its  share  of  the  State  appropriation.88   An  act  of 
15^8,  as  amended  a  year  later,  provides  that  after  June  1, 
I94I  all  indigent  mental  patients  are  to  be  cared  for  en- 
tirely at  State  expense  in  State-owned  or  State-aided  hospi- 
tals ,89   The  only  exception  occurs  when  a  prisoner  becomes 
Insane.  The  county  commissioners  must  then  pay  for  his  sup- 
port in  a  mental  hospital  for  the  period  of  his  original 
sentence. 90   The  State  also  cares  for  indigent  mental  defec- 
tives,91  and  since  I923  inebriates  In  mental  hospitals  have 
been  ixnder  the  same  provisions  as  other  mental  patients. 92 

Whenever  the  court  of  common  pleas  decides  that  any  of 
the  county  records  are  not  in  good  condition  the  commission- 
ers must  pay  to  have  them  copied. 93   The  commissioners  are 
obliged  to  provide  rooms  and  supplies  for  the  judges, 94  law 
books  for  the  district  attorney, 95  and  copies  of  the  rules 
of  court  for  the  members  of  the  bar. 96   From  I895  until  I929 
the  commissioners  had  to  subscribe  to  three  weekly  newspa- 
pers published  in  the  county  and  to  keep  the  bound  volumes 
in  their  office.   If  there  were  more  than  three  newspapers 
published  in  the  county,  each  commissioner  was  entitled  to 
select  one. 97   They  must  have  the  m.eridian  line  marked  some- 


86.  1889  P.L.  258  sees.  1,  3  am.  1917  P.L.  72  sec.  1  further  am. 
1921  P.L.  132  No.  81  sec.  1  further  am.  1923  P.L.  443  sec.  1  further  am. 
1925  P.L.  139  sec.  1  rep.  1938  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  53  sec,  9  but  continued 
in  effect  until  May  31,  1941  by  1939  P.L.  195;  1923  P.L.  998  sec.  503; 
1929  P.L.  707  No.  305. 

87.  1895  P.L.  270  sec.  1  rep.  as  to  insane  prisoners  1917  P.L.  678 
sec.  2  which  was  rep.  1923  P.L.  994  sec.  704, 

88.  1901  P.L.  674  sec,  2. 

89.  1923  P.L.  998  sec.  503  am,  1938  (Sp,  Sess,)  P.L.  63  sec.  1  fur- 
ther am.  1939  P.L.  195. 

90.  1923  P.L.  998  sec.  507  am,  1937  P,L,  973  sec.  1. 

91.  1923  P.L.  998  sec,  309  am,  1937  P,L,  97-3  sec,  1  further  am, 
1938  (Sp,  Sess.)  P,L,  63  sec.  1, 

92.  1923  P.L.  998  se-s,  315,  316,   Prior  to  1923  these  exoenses 
were  shared  by  the  county  and  the  State,  1916  P,L,  120  sec,  5  rep.  1923 
P.L.  998  sec,  704. 

93.  1827  P,L,  154, 

94.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  556  an.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1. 

95.  1929  P.L.  476  No.  193  reo.  1931  P,L.  401  sec.  26;  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  250  added  1931  P.L,  401  sec.  9. 

96.  1903  P.L.  222. 

97.  1893  P.L.   105   rep.   1929  P.L.   1278   sec.    1051. 
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where  In  the  co\inty  so  that  all  surveyors  can  adjust  their 
Instruments  by  it. 98 

A  nxomber  of  military  expenses  must  be  borne  by  the  coun- 
ty commissioners.   They  must  provide  funerals  for  veterans 
and  the  widows  of  veterans^OO  vrho  die  within  the  county. 
They  are  also  obliged  to  supply  headstones  for  veterans' 
graves,10l  finance  the  registration  of  such  graves, 102  and 
buy  new  flags  for  them  every  year,103  and  see  that  they  are 
kept  In  good  order,l04   Every  year  for  Memorial  Day  the 
board  must  appropriate  $'jO   to  every  G.A.R.  post  In  the  coun- 
ty.  Similar  approprlatiais  are  made  to  organizations  taking 
the  place  of  former  G.A.R.  posts.  This  money  is  used  for 
grave  decoration  and  if  more  than  5OO  graves  are  decorated 
by  one  organization,  it  receives  $100,105   "phe  county  com- 
missioners also  make  appropriations  to  other  veterans'  or- 
ganizations for  the  same  p\irpose,106 

Until  recently  the  county  commissioners  have  had  to  pay 
bounties  for  the  destruction  of  undesirable  wild  animals. 107 
Various  special  laws  were  passed  for  Adams  County  enumerat- 
ing the  animals  or  birds  on  which  bounties  wo\ild  be  paid, 
the  amotmt  of  bounty  for  each  species,  and  the  conditions  of 
payment. 108   The  commissioners  of  a  seventh-class  cotinty  may 
still  appropriate  money  to  pay  premiums  for  the  destruction 
of  rattlesnakes,  copperheads,  and  porcupines  caught  in  the 
county. 109   All  other  bounties,  however,  are  now  paid  by  the 


98.  1850  P.L.  595 

99.  1885  P.L.  17  sec.  1  rep.  1915  P.L.  870  sec,  8  but  reen,  in  sec. 
1  sup,  1925  P,L,  676  rep,  1929  P.L,  1278  sec,  1051  but  reen,  in  sec, 
422  am.  1933  P.L,  955  sec.  1  further  am,  1935  P,L,  683  sec,  2;  1929  P.L. 
1278  sees.  424,  425. 

100.  1915  P.L.  132  am.  1917  P.L,  78  No.  41  rep,  1923  P.L.  60  sec,  4 
but  reen,  as  am,  in  sec,  1  sup,  1925  P,L,  676  sec,  3  rep.  1929  P.L, 
1278  sec,  1051  but  reen,  in  sec,  423  am,  1933  P.L,  956  further  am.  1935 
P.L.  683  sec.  3. 

101.  1885  P,L,  17  sec,  4  rep.  1915  P.L.  870  sec.  8  but  reen,  in  sec. 
5  sup.  1925  P.L.  676  sec,  6  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  as 
am.  in  sec.  426  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1  further  am.  1933  P.L.  957  fur- 
ther am.  1935  P.L.  683  sec.  5  further  am.  1939  P.L.  339  sec.  1. 

102.  1929  P.L.  609  rep.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  26;  1929  P.L.  12  78  sec. 
439  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  16  an.  1935  P.L.  683  sec.  8  furtter  am. 
1937  P.L.  329. 

103.  1923  P.L,  88  No,  62  sec.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  432  am.  1933  P.L.  955  sec,  2  further  am.  1935  P.L,  683 
sec,  6, 

104.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  428  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  15  am,  1935 
P,L,  683  sec.  6. 

105.  1907  P.L,  22  sec.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in 
sec.  430. 

106.  1929  P.L,  1278  sec.  431. 

107.  1717,  III  St.  at  L,  175  sees,  2,  3;  1724,  IV  St,  at  L,  10  sec. 
5;  1885  P,L,  141;  1887  P.L.  116  rep.  1927  P.L.  776  No.  404, 

108.  1830  P.L.  227  No,  139;  1872  P,L.  685;  1876  P,L.  187. 

109.  1937  P.L,  1190  sec.  1. 
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Prom  1895  until  I92I  the  conunlssloners  were  required  to 
levy  a  tax  on  all  the  dogs  of  the  coxinty.  The  proceeds  from 
It  were  used  to  pay  damages  to  the  owners  of  sheep  destroyed 
by  dogs .111   The  dog  tax  is  now  collected  for  the  State  by 
the  county  treasurer,  and  damages  are  paid  by  the  State  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  112 

Until  the  Free  School  Actll'  went  into  effect,  the  com- 
missioners paid  for  the  schooling  of  all  poor  children  of 
the  cotinty,114   At  present  the  expenses  of  the  county  teach- 
ers' Institutes  are  the  responsibility  of  the  co\Hity  commis- 
sioner»1.16  with  the  exception  of  the  compensation  of  teach- 
ers for  attending,  which  has  been  paid  by  the  local  school 
district  since  1955.II6 

A  special  law  passed  in  I865  required  the  commissioners 
of  Adams  County  to  establish  a  county  law  library,  providing 
a  place  for  it  in  the  courthouse.  Once  it  is  established, 
however,  the  commissioners  have  no  further  authority  over 
the  law  library  since  it  is  under  the  supervision  of  the 
court.  The  commissioners  may,  however,  make  appropriations 
for  the  use  of  the  law  library.  117   This  library  is  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  Adams  County  courthouse. 

In  addition  to  these  services  which  the  county  commis- 
sioners are  required  to  provide  for  the  county  at  large  or 
for  certain  classes  of  its  people,  there  are  numerous  ap- 
propriations which  they  may  make  either  at  their  own  discre- 
tion or  at  the  bidding  of  the  electorate,  the  court,  the 
grand  juiy,  or  a  combination  of  these  agencies.   On  their 
own  responsibility  the  commissioners  may  levy  a  tax  of  not 
more  than  2  mills  on  the  dollar  for  road  construction  and 
repairsllS  and  may  borrow  up  to  2  percent  of  the  assessed 


110.  1937  P.L.  1223  sees.  1101-1105. 

111.  1893  P.L.   136  No.  88  rep.   1917  P.L.  818  sec.  41  but  reen.  as 
am.   in  sees.  4,   5,   15,    16,   28,   31,   34  rep.   1921  P.L.  522  sec.  43. 

112.  1921  P.L.  522  sec,   26  em.   1923  P.L.   16  sec.  2  fijrther  am.   1927 
P.L.  83  sec.  12   further  am.   1929  P.L.   1713  sec.   1  further  am.   1931  P.L. 
311  sec.  2  further  am.   1933  P.L.   1036  sec.   2  further  am,   1935  P.L.  219 
sec.  4. 

113.  1834  P.L.   170  No.   102;   1836  P.L.   525. 

114.  1804,  XVII  St.  at  L.  720  ch.  2565  sec.  2  (in  effect  for  3 
years);  1809,  5  Sm.L.  73;  1824  P.L.  137  sec.  67  rep.  1826  P.L.  52  and 
the  act  of  1809  revived,  sup.  1854  P.L.  617. 

115.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  2102  am.  1933  P.L.  1152  sec,  12  further  am. 
1935  P.L,  1204. 

116.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  2104  am.  1933  P.L.  1152  sec.  12, 

117.  1865  P.L.  408  No.  395;  1866  P.L.  522;  1876  P.L.  187;  1901  P.L. 
165;  1923  P.L.  941;  1929  P.L,  1278  sees.  481-463. 

118.  1929  P,L.  1278  sec,  875  an,  1933  P.L,  959, 
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valuation  of   the   county   for   the   same  purpose ,119      The  board 
may    take   over  and  maintain  borough  and  township  roads  and 
bridges, 120     rebuild  destroyed  bridges   including   those  not 
originally   county  bridges,l21     and  aid   in  the  construction 
and   repair  of  local  roads   and  bridges. 122       The   county   com- 
missioners  are   allowed  to   enter   into   contracts  with   the  De- 
partment of  Highways  under  which   the   county  contributes  mon- 
ey   to   the  Department  for  the  construction  and   improvement  of 
more  mileage   in  the   coxinty   than  could  be   taken  care   of  other- 
wise with  State  money.      In  such  cases   the  Highway  Department 
consults  with  the   commissioners   concerning   the    roads  which 
shall  be    improved. 123       The    commissioners   are   permitted   to 
procure   the   right  of  way  of  any  abandoned  railroad  for  fu- 
ture use   as   a   road  by   the   county •124 

Coxinty  commissioners   are   also  permitted   to  appropriate 
and  borrow  money   for  flood   control  work .125       They  may   aid 
subordinate   political  divisions   in  building    sewers   and   sew- 
age   treatment  plantsl26     and   in  constructing  airports. 127 
They  are   empowered   to   establish  various   recreation  facili- 
ties,   such  as    parks,    playgrounds,    and   swimming   poolsl28     as 
well  as  auditoriums   and  libraries, 129       The   county  commission- 
ers may  establish  a  county  children's   home, 130    a   contagious 
disease   hospital, 131     and   a   county  home   for  delinquent  wom- 
en.l32 

The   law  of  I915    permitted  any   county   to  participate   in 
the  mothers'    assistance   plan   if   the   commissioners   approprl- 


119.  1901  P.L.  631  rep.    1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   1051  but  reen.   in  seo. 
876  am.   1937  P.L.   942   sec.   3. 

120.  1929  P.L.   1278   sees.   757,    758,    831,   832,    903, 

121.  ftbld.,    sec.  732  am.  1937  P.L,   942  sec.  3;   1929  P.L.   1278  sees. 
821,   822. 

122.  1879  P.L,   146  sec,  1  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  seo.   1051  but  reen.  in 
sec.   755  am.   1935  P.L.   1037;    1929  P.L.   1278   sees.    951-958. 

123.  1929  P.L.   1052   sees.   2,    3. 

124.  1929  P.L.   1278   seo.  871.1  added   1931  P.L.   401  seo.  22, 

125.  1911  P.L.  260  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278   sec.  1051  but  reen.  as  am,   in 
sec.   461. 

126.  1915  P.L.   852   rep.   1929  P.L,   1278   sec.   1051;   1929  P.L.   1278 
sec.   448  added  1931  P.L,  401  sec.   17. 

127.  1S29  P.L,   1278  No,   446   reo.   1931  P.L,   401   sec.   26;    1929  P.L, 
1278  sec.   493  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  18. 

128.  1919  P.L.   784  No.   322  sec.    1  am.   1927  P.L.  56  seo,    1  further 
am.   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   650  further  am.   1935  P.L.   46  sec.   1, 

129.  1917  P.L,   1143;    1925  P,L,   340  rep.    1929  P.L.    1278   sec.   1051  but 
reen.   in  sees.   605-608. 

130.  1921  P.L.   489;    1921  P.L,   666  No.   281  am,   1931  P,L.   22  No.   21; 
1929  P.L.    1278   sees.   611-614. 

131.  1917  P.L.   297  supp.   1925  P.L,   3  No,    1  and   rep.   1929  P.L,   1278 
sec.    1051  but   reen.   1929  P.L,   1278   sees.   617-621;   1919  P.L.  255   sec.   1. 

132.  1927  P.L,  24  sec,  1  rep,   1929  P,L.   1278  sec,  1051  but  reen, 
1929  P.L,   1278   sec,   635. 


68  ADAMS   COUNTY 

atsd  an  amount  equal   to   that  given  by   the   State. 133      Adams 
County  adopted  the   plan   in  19li4.«^34       Subsequent  laws,    pro- 
viding for  old  age   penslonslSB     and  blind  pensionsl36     paid 
with  State   and  Federal  funds,    required   operating   expenses    to 
be  borne  by   the   county   comrrissioners.     But  since   all  of 
these   acts  were    repealed  by    the   Public  Assistance   Law,    the 
county  no  longer  provides    for  any  part   of   this  work. 137 

Various  miscellaneous   appropriations  may  be  made  by   the 
coxinty   commissioners.      For  example,    they  are   allowed   to  ap- 
propriate  a   limited  amovmt   to  defray    their  expenses   at   the 
annual  meeting  of  the   State  Association  of  County  Commission- 
ers.138       They  may  purchase  burial  ground   for  veteransl39    and 
pay  for   the   care   of   the   graves. 140      The   commissioners   are 
permitted   to   offer  and  pay   rewards   for   the  apprehension  of 
criminals, 141     and   to  make   appropriations   to  various   organi- 
zations  such  as  hospitals   and  homes   caring   for   the   poor  of 
the   co^inty,142     tuberculosis   societies, 14^     agricultural  and 
horticultural  organizations ,14*     societies  for  the  prevention 
of   cruelty   to  animals, 145    and   county  historical   societies.l4fi 
They  may   also  pay  wholly  or   in   part   for  the  writing   of  a 
county  war  history.147       The    commissioners   are   permitted   to 
help  support  a  National   Guard  companyl*^     or  an  armory, 149 
and   in   time   of  war   they  may   contribute  money    to   civilian  ri- 


133.  1915  P.L.   118  am.   1915  P.L.   1038   rep.   1919  P.L.  893  aec.   19  but 
reen.   in  sees.   1-18  am.   1923  P.L.  307  further  am.   1936   (Sp.  Seas.)   P.L. 
118. 

134.  Smull's  Legislative  Handbook,    1916,   p.   1016. 

135.  1933-34  {Sp,  Sees.)  P.L.  282   rep.   1936   (Sp.  Sees.)   P.L.  28  eeo. 
25  reen.  as  am.  in   sees.   1-24  further  am.   1937  P.L,  2049. 

136.  1933-34  (Sp.  Sess.)   P.L,  246   rep,   1935  P,L,  621  No,  220  sec. 
16  but  reen,  as  am,  in  sees,  1-15,   17. 

137.  1937  P.L.  2061  sec.   18. 

138.  1913  P.L.  199  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  seos. 
71,  72. 

139.  1915  P.L.  870  sec,  7  rep.  1921  P.L.  473  sec.  8  but  reen,  in 
sec,  7  sup.  1925  P.L.  676  sec,  7  reo.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  427. 

140.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  428  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  15  am.  1936 
P.L.  683  sec.  6. 

141.  1821  P.L.  90,  7  Sm.L.  338  sec.  2;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  491. 

142.  1915  P.L.  532  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  441  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1. 

143.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  442. 

144.  1851  P.L,  289  sec,  4;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  445, 

145.  1921  P.L.  132  No.  80;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  443. 

146.  1901  P.L.  274  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec. 
437. 

147.  1923  P.L.  688  No,  283  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec,  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  436. 

148.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  412  am.  1937  P.L.  42, 

149.  1900  P.L.  33  No.  15  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in 
sec.  411. 


BOARD  OF  COUHTY  COMMISSIONERS  69 

fie  clubs. 150   Appropriations  may  also  be  made  to  build  war 
monuments, 151  furnish  rooms  for  any  of  the  veterans'  organ- 
l8ation3,i52  or  aid  any  Naval  Reserve  unit  or  amateur  radio 
league .153   The  county  commissioners  are  authorized  to  con- 
tribute as  much  as  |5,000  annually  for  agricultural  exten- 
sion,154  and  they  may  make  appropriations  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  animal  and  plant  diseases  in  cooperation  with  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  .156   They  may  purchase  any 
real  estate  which  seems  suitable  as  a  location  for  an  agri- 
cultural fair,  and  if  it  Is  not  used  for  that  purpose  within 
5  years,  they  may  sell  it  with  the  approval  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas. 156   From  among  these  optional  contributions, 
the  commissioners  of  Adams  County  appropriate  money  to  the 
Annie  M.  Warner  Hospital,  the  County  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion, the  National  Guard,  and  an  armory. 

Various  other  appropriations  and  purchases  may  be  made 
by  the  county  commissioners  only  if  approval  by  one  or  more 
other  agencies  is  given.  With  the  consent  of  two  successive 
grand  Juries  they  may  establish  a  workhousel57  ©r  a 
morgue.iSB  On  recommendation  of  the  grand  jury  and  approval  of 
the  court,  the  commissioners  may  construct  a  building  for 
the  custody  of  vagrants, 169  enlarge  county  bridges, loO  and 
aid  townships  to  eliminate  grade  crossings.!^  Whenever  a 
stipulated  n\imber  of  citizens  petition  the  commissioners  for 
the  construction  of  certain  institutions,  the  matter  is  vot- 
ed upon  by  the  electorate,  and  if  approved,  the  commission- 
ers provide  the  innovation.  This  procedure  is  adopted  in 
the  case  of  the  building  of  canals  or  waterways, 162   the 
constiTuction  of  memorial  halls,165  the  erection  or  comple- 


150.  1917  P.L.  750  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec. 
413. 

'151.  1919  P.L.  374  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec,  1051  but  reen.  in  sees. 
590,  591. 

152.  1919  P.L.  784  No.  321  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec*  560. 

153.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  450  added  1937  P.L.  1968  sec.  1. 

154.  1913  P.L.  204  am.  1919  P.L.  90  further  am.  1929  P.L.  545  rep. 
1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  444  am.  1931  P.L,  401  sec, 
1. 

155.  1923  P.L.  73  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec. 
446  am.  1935  P.L.  226. 

156'.   1937  P.L.  2612, 

157.  1767,  1  Sm.L.  268  sees.  4-6;  1895  P.L,  377  No.  269;  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  568. 

158.  1893  P.L.  447  sec.  1  par.  1  am.  1899  P.L.  52. 

159.  1876  P.L.  154  sec.  6. 

160.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  732  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1  further  am. 
1937  P.L.  942  sec.  2. 

161.  1903  P.L.  164  No.  123. 

162.  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  471-477. 

163.  1907  P.L.  148  rep.  1929  P.L,  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sees. 
592-600;  1909  P.L.  18  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen,  in  sees. 
601,  602. 
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tlon   of  soldiers'  mon\iments,164  the  purchase  and  freeing  of 
toll  bridges, 165  eind  the  establishment  of  a  county  tubercu- 
losis hospital, 166  a  hospital  for  women  with  nervous  diseas- 
es,167  or  a  county  mosquito  extermination  commission#168 

The  coiinty  commissioners  have  always  held  a  numljer  of 
ex  officio  positions o  As  has  been  noted,  they  form  the 
board  of  revision  for  tax  assessments. 169   From  I855  until 
l8i|2  they  constituted  a  board  to  appraise  all  land  on  which 
any  purchase  money  was  due  to  the  State ,170   Prom  I805  until 
1867  they,  with  the  sheriff,  took  charge  of  filling  the  Jury 
wheel  and  drawing  the  Jurors'  names. 171   But  now  the  Jury 
commissioners  have  been  given  all  the  duties  of  the  co\mty 
commissioners  in  connection  with  the  selection  of  jurors9l72 
The  commissioners  are  official  visitors  of  the  State  peni- 
tentiarie3l73  and  also  belong  to  the  county  sinking  fund 
commission  .174 

Gradually  the  county  commissioners  have  received  powers 
which  have  placed  them  In  charge  of  elections.  Before  1957 
they  were  obliged  to  provide  supplies  and  official  lists, 
appoint  custodians,  and  select  polling  places .175   in  1937 
they  became  the  county  board  of  electionsl76  and  the  perma- 
nent registration  commissioriL77  \mder  which  these  varied  du- 
ties have  been  coordinated. 

In  the  colonial  period  each  borough  and  township  took 
care  of  its  own  poor,  with  poor  relief  under  the  direction 
of  elected  overseers  of  the  poor.178  a  law  passed  in  I8I7 
made  Adams  County  a  separate  poor  district  administered  by 
three  elected  directors  of  the  poor.179   a  poorhouse  was 


164.  1895  P.L.  96  seo.   1  am.   1913  P.L.  207  No.  145  both  rep.   1929 
P.L,   1278  seo.   1051;   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.  592. 

165.  1929  P.L.   1278  seo.   941. 

166.  1921  P.L.  944  r«p.  1925  P.L.  65  seo.  14  but  reen.  as  am.  in 
sees.  1-13  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sees.  622-633. 

167.  1929  P.L.  38. 

168.  1935  P.L.  641. 

169.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  83  seo.  2j  1724-25,  IV  St,  at  L.  10  seo.  7; 
1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  seos.  8,  9  sup.  1834  P.L.  509  sees.  8-10  rep.  1933 
P.L,  853  seo.  601  but  reen.  in  seos.  501-10;  1841  P,L,  441  sec,  10  am, 
1844  P.L.  501  rep.  1933  P.L,  853  seo.  601  but  reen.  in  seo.  501. 

170.  1835  P.L,  148  seo,  1, 

171.  1805,  4  Sm,L,  237  seo,  1  sup.  1834  P.L.  333  seo.  79. 

172.  1867  P.L,  62, 

173.  1829  P,L,  341  sec.  8  art.  VII, 

174.  1911  P.L,  895  rep,  1929  P.L.  1276  seo,  1051  but  reen.  in  seo. 
395. 

175.  1840  P.L,  683;  1893  P.L,  419  seos,  9,  26;  1897  P,L,  223  sec.  5; 
1929  P.L.  549  seo.  4.  All  reo.  1937  P.L,  1333  sec.  1901. 

176.  1937  P.L,  1333  seo,  301(b). 

177.  1937  P.L,  487, 

178.  1771,  1  Sm.L,  332, 

179.  1817  P,L,  196. 
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erected  at  Gettysburg .180  Thia  system  continued  In  force 
until  the  enactment  of  the  Coxuity  Institution  District  Law 
which  required  that  each  cotinty  establish  Itself  as  an  in- 
stitution district  by  January  1,  1958.  The  office  of  poor 
director  was  abolished  to  be  supplanted  by  the  county  insti- 
tution district  board,  composed  only  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners. 181 

Wide  powers  of  appointing  county  officers  and  employ- 
ees have  been  given  to   the  county  commissioners.     They  were 
early  required  to  designate  a  clerk  to  keep  their  books  and 
accotmt3.182      They  appoint  all  employees   of  the  courthouse^^S 
and  of  most  of  the   institutions,    commissions,   and  boards 
which  they   set  up.     They  select  and  fix   the   salary  of  a   so- 
licitor who  conducts   their  legal  affairs. 184      with   the   sher- 
iff,   the  commissioners   of  a  seventh-class   covinty  decide   the 
number  and  compensation  of  sheriff's  deputies, 185      The   coun- 
ty commissioners  may  designate  a  county  engineer,    fix  hla 
salary,   and  prescribe  his  exact  duties, 186    but  this   office 
has  not  yet  been  established   in  Adams  County.     The  board  of 
county  commissioners  appoints  a  sealer  of  weights  and  meas- 
ureslo7    and  a  veterans'   grave   registrar .188       in  Adams  Cotinty 
the  work  of   the  latter  officer  has  been  done  by   the   county 
commissioners'    clerk.     From  I87O  \mtil  I925   the  commission- 
ers  selected  wardens   to   find  and  punish  people   causing  for- 
est fires.     The  county  paid   the   entire   cost  of  this   service 
iintil  1897  when  the  State  began  to   pay  half  .189      At  present 
the  State  employs  and  pays  fire  wardens .190       other  officials 
whom  the   county  commissioners  may  select  are   coxinty  health 


180.     Pennsylvania  Department  of  Welfare,   Poor  Relief  Administration 
in  Pennsylvania,   p.  262,   hereinafter  cited  as  Pa.  Dept.  Welfare,  I^oor 
^lief  Adminiatration. 

182.  1715,   II  St.  at  L.  83  sec.  7  (this  statute  permitted  the  ooun- 
ty  oaanis 8 loners  to  appoint  a  clerk;  subsequent  laws  require  them  to  do 
so) J  1799,   3  Sm.L.  393  sees.  11,    12  sup,  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  20  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.   1051  but  reen,  in  sees,  109,    110. 

183.  1895  P.L.  236  No.   136  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.   558. 

184.  1895  P.L.   101  No.   75  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   1051  but  reen.   in 
sees.   151,    152. 

185.  1933  P.L.   U  sec.  2. 

186.  1919  P.L.  163;  1929  P.L.  1278  seos.  166,  167. 

187.  1911  P.L.  275  sec.  1  am.  1913  P.L.  960  No.  444  further  em.  1917 
P.L.  1102. 

188.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  439  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  16  am.  1937 
P.L.  329  sec.  1, 

189.  1870  P.L.  1316  am.  1897  P.L.  295  sec.  1  rep.  1925  P.L.  88  Nos. 
57,  58. 

190.  1923  P.L.  498  sec.  1602(h)  reo.  1929  P.L.  177  sec.  3001  but 
reen.  in  sec.  1802(h). 
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officers, 191  a  planning  commlsslon,192  a  park  or  recreation 
board, 193  a  housing  authority,  194  and  a  zoning  conunlssion. 
If  the  latter  commission  is  set  up  the  commissioners  may  de- 
termine the  manner  of  appointment  of  a  board  of  zoning  ad- 
Jus  tmentl96  and  may  make  zoning  ordinance 3.196   None  of 
these  offices  has  been  set  up  in  Adams  Co\anty. 

The  board  of  county  commissioners,  as  the  central  agen- 
cy of  cotanty  government,  is  expected  to  prepare  various  re- 
ports concerning  its  diversified  activities.   Many  of  these 
reports  relate  to  taxation.  The  commissioners  prepare  a 
statement  for  the  prothonotary  showing  the  amount  of  taxes 
due  and  unpaid  by  each  tax  collector,197  and  they  fiarnlsh 
the  covin ty  treasurer  with  the  names  of  the  tax  collectors 
and  the  amount  for  which  each  is  responsible, 198   The  commis- 
sioners make  an  annual  statement  for  the  Secretary  of  Inter- 
nal Affairs  of  all  property  taxable  for  county  purpo8esl99 
and  for  the  State  Treasurer  of  all  property  taxable  for 
State  purposes. 200   a  list  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  of 
the  county  must  be  sent  to  the  Governor  and  a  duplicate  to 
the  court  of  q\iarter  sessions,201   Extensive  reports  must  be 
sent  to  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  The  president 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners  notifies  the  Department 
of  all  proceedings  for  incurring  or  increasing  county  indebt- 
edness, except  1-year  notes,  in  anticipation  of  revenue ,202 
The  commissioners  send  to  the  Department  an  annual  record  of 
all  taxes  paid  in  the  county  and  its  subordinate  pol4.tical 
divisions.   It  must  be  broken  down  into  the  following  class- 
ifications: Poor  taxes,  personal  property  taxes,  occupation 
taxes,  license  fees,  and  taxes  on  real  estate  owned  by  rail- 
roads and  other  corporations. 203   The  coinnissioners  must 
fiornish  to  the  Department  any  information  which  it  may  re- 
quest concerning  the  assessing  and  collecting  of  taxes, 204 
They  prepare  an  annual  report  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
monwealth stating  county  expenditures  for  all  matters  per- 


191.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  447. 

192,  Ibid,,  sec,  501  an,  1937  P,L,  2124, 

193,  T9T§  P.L.  784  No.  322  sees.  2-4  anu  1921  P.L.  484  further  anu 
1927  P.L.  56  seos.  2-4  further  am.  1929  P.L,  1278  see,  652  further  am, 
1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1  further  am.  1935  P.L.  46  see.  2;  1929  P.L.  1278 
seo.  653. 

194.  1937  P.L.  955  seo.  5. 

195,  1929  P,L,  1278  sees.  510.2,  510,10  added  1937  P,L.  2129  seo.  3. 

196.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  410  added  1937  P.L.  2129  see.  1. 

197,  1835  P,L.  45  seo.  3;  1885  P.L.  187  seo,  11  rep.  1937  P.L,  2780 
seo,  7  but  reen.  in  sec.  1, 

198,  1836  P.L.  45  seo,  3, 

199,  1874  P.L.  193  seo.  1, 

200,  1878  P.L.  126  seo.  2. 

201.  1821,  7  Sm.L.  341  seos.  2,  3;  1799,  IX  St.  at  L.  326  seo,  1 
required  that  -ttiis  list  be  sent  to  the  Assembly. 

202.  1929  P.L.  91  seo.  3  aan.  1933  P.L.  97. 

203.  1889  P.L.  157  sees.  1.  2, 

204.  1919  P.L.  239  seo.  1. 
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talnlng  to  crime,  including  expenses  for  the  criminal  courts 
and  for  forfeited  bonds .205   Twice  a  year  the  commissioners 
make  a  report  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  showing  the  re- 
ceipt and  disbursement  of  all  money  received  during  the  pre- 
ceding 6  months  as  the  county's  share  of  the  liquid  fuels 
tax  fund.  Further  payments  to  the  county  are  withheld  xintll 
this  report  is  filed  .206 

The  co\uity  commissioners  were  made  responsible  for  hav- 
ing various  lists  made.   The  law  requires  that  they  have  a 
census  made  every  7  yeara207  with  the  deaf  and  d\amb208  and 
the  blind209  noted  separately.   One  copy  is  sent  to  the  Gov- 
emor210  and  another  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions .211 
In  the  past  the  tax  lists  were  used  as  a  basis  for  preparing 
voting  lists .212 

The  co\anty  commissioners  must  have  their  clerk  keep  min- 
utes of  all  their  meetings .213   in  Adams  County  the  extant 
commissioners'  minute  books  date  from  iSl^J.. 

Many  of  the  commissioners'  records  are  concerned  with 
taxation.  They  have  filed  the  oaths  of  all  assessors214  and 
collectors215  of  State  and  county  taxes.  Very  important 
records  are  the  assessment  books,  dating  from  the  establish- 
ment of  the  county.  They  consist  of  the  assessors'  returns 
of  the  property  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
ty,216   Noted  on  the  assessors'  returns  are  all  tax-exempt 
property217  and  all  timber  lands  which  are  taxed  at  a  lower 
rate. 218   When  the  assessors  make  their  returns,  they  pre- 


205.  1847  P.L.  172  sec.  3. 

206.  1931  P.L.  149  seo,  10  am,  1935  P.L.  412  further  sm.  1939  P.L. 
634. 

207.  1800,  XVI  St.  at  L.  434;  1807,  XVIII  St.  at  L.  437;  1821  P.L. 
4^  7  Sm.L.  341  seo.  1. 

208.  1821  P.L.  98,  7  Sm.L,  393  seo.  1. 

209.  1836  P.L.  328  sec.  2. 

210.  1821  P.L.  4,  7  Sm.L.  341  seo.  2. 

211.  Ibid,,  seo,  3. 

212.  Tf66,  VII  St.  at  L,  32;  1799,  3  Sm.L,  340  seo,  6  rep,  1839  P,L. 
519  sec,  174  but  reen.  in  sees.  57-59, 

213.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  83  sec,  7;  1799,  3  Sm,L,  393  seo.  11  sup. 
1834  P.L.  537  seo.  20  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec,  1051  but  reen,  in  sec, 
110. 

214.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  seo,  6  sup,  1834  P.L.  537  sec,  88  rep,  1933 
P,L,  853  sees,  302,  303, 

215.  1846  P.L,  486  seo.  19, 

216.  1799,  3  Sm,L.  393  sec.  7  sup.  1834  P.L.  509  sec.  6;  1841  P.L. 
393  sec.  6;  1919  P.L.  1005.  All  rep,  1933  P.L,  853  sec.  601  but  reen, 
in  sec,  403. 

217.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  405, 

218.  1883  P.L.  112  rep.  1933  P.L.  863  seo,  601  but  reen.  in  sec, 
418;  1901  P,L,  77  No.  48  rep.  1905  P.L,  118  seo.  3  but  reen.  in  sec.  1; 
1913  P.L.  405  No.  269  seo.  2  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  seo.  601  but  reen.  in 
sees.  418,  419. 
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pare  a  list  of  all  persons  over  21  who  reside  in  their  dis- 
tricts .219   The  personal  property  tax  retvirns  were  at  first 
reported  by  the  assessor,  but  at  present  they  are  prepared 
by  the  individual  taxpayers, 220  and  are  therefor©  filed  sep- 
arately. Also  found  in  the  office  of  the  commissioners  of 
Adams  County  are  reports  sent  by  the  treas-urer  showing  the 
amotint  of  taxes  collected  and  the  amount  still  due  from  each 
collector ,221   These  are  from  the  period  between  l801  and 
1900, 

Various  reports  are  sent  to  the  commissioners  to  aid 
them  in  checking  on  the  returns  of  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty. These  include  statements  prepared  by  purchasers  of 
unseated  lands222  and  copies  of  the  recorder  of  deeds'  daily 
record  of  conveyances  and  of  deeds  recorded  in  his  office •223 
The  recorder  likewise  once  a  month  sends  a  report  of  every 
mortgage  and  other  agreement  to  secure  the  payment  of  money 
which  was  presented  for  recording,224   The  prothonotary 
sends  a  list  of  all  Instruments  securing  a  debt  which  are  re- 
corded in  his  office  and  of  all  mortgages  held  by  nonresi- 
dents. Once  a  year  the  commissioners  report  to  all  politi- 
cal subdivisions  of  the  county,  noting  the  amotint,  number, 
and  location  of  all  such  mortgages  held  there ,225   in  Adams 
County  the  commissioners  do  not  preserve  these  reports  in 
their  office.  Instead,  they  turn  them  over  to  the  assessors. 

The  cotmty  commissioners  are  obliged  to  note  all  abate- 
ments and  exonerations  of  taxes,  and  the  reasons  for  such 
action  on  their  part, 226   jn  Adams  Cotinty  a  record  of  these 
exonerations  has  been  kept  since  I909,   In  addition,  various 
papers  concerning  these  matters  have  been  filed  together  dur- 
ing various  recent  years.  The  record  of  tax  exonerations 
made  prior  to  I909  is  found  in  the  Assessors'  Returns, 

A  record  of  all  seated  land  on  which  taxes  are  vmpaid 


219.  1933  P,L,  853  seo,  403;  1933  P,L,  853  seo,  404  am,  1935  P,L. 
646. 

220.  1799,  3  8m,L,  393  seo.  8  sup.  1834  P,L,  509  seo,  4  rep.  1933 
P,L.  853  seo.  601  but  reen.  in  seo.  20l(o);  1879  P.L.  112  rep,  1913 
P.L.  507  sec,  19  but  reen.  as  eon.  in  sec,  1  am.  1929  P.L.  871  further 
am.  1929  P.L.  1509  further  am.  1933  P.L.  54  further  am.  1935  P.L.  414 
seo.  17  further  am.  1939  P.L.  413  seo.  1. 

221.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  seo.  14  sup.  1834  P.L,  537  seo,  37  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo.  362. 

222.  1933  P.L.  853  seo.  409. 

223.  1911  P.L.  62  sees.  1,  2  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601  but  reen. 
in  seo.  407(a,  b);  1929  P.L.  620  No.  258. 

224.  1879  P.L.  112  sec.  7  rep.  1913  P.L,  507  No.  335  sec.  19  but 
reen.  in  seo.  7;  1899  P.L.  41;  1909  P.L,  289. 

225.  1879  P.L.  112  supp.  1885  P.L.  193  further  supp.  1^89  P.L. 
420  seos,  8-11  rep.  1913  P.L.  507  No.  335  sec.  19  but  reen.  in  sees. 
8-11. 

226.  1834  P.L.  509  sec.  18  am,  1917  P.L.  840  seo.  1500;  1849  P.L. 
167  sec.  4. 
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miist  be  kept  by  the  county  commissioners ,227   in  Adams  Covin- 
ty  this  has  been  entitled  Tax  and  Assessment  Lien  Ledger, 
Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  co-unty  commissioners 
to  take  over  any  such  property  for  nonpayment,  they  record 
it  in  a  separate  book,  each  year  adding  the  new  taxes  which 
become  due.  When  it  is  finally  redeemed  or  sold,  all  back 
taxes  must  be  paid,228   This  book  is  not  kept  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty because  the  commissioners  have  a  policy  of  not  taking 
over  such  land. 

The  county  commissioners  are  obliged  to  keep  financial 
accounts  which  are  examined  annxially  by  the  coxanty  audi- 
tors.229   A  number  of  financial  records  have  been  kept  by 
the  commissioners  of  Adams  County,  The  volxxmes  entitled 
Budget  Adams  Covmty  are  a  record  of  expenditures  charged  to 
appropriations  granted  for  the  administration  and  operation 
of  county  offices.  This  record  has  been  kept  in  this  form 
only  since  1939 •   Since  the  establishment  of  the  county, 
bills  and  orders  for  covmty  expenditures  have  been  filed  in 
the  commissioners'  office.   Orders  were  filed  separately  dixr^ 
ing  the  years  l888  to  19l8f  ^^^   stubs  of  orders  issued  dur- 
ing various  years  since  l8o2  have  also  been  kept  separately. 
From  I80I4.  \intll  1958  the  county  commissioners  kept  a  record 
of  orders  issued  for  county  expenditures.  Another  record 
relating  to  orders  issued  is  a  primary  record  of  those  or- 
ders which  were  entered  in  the  Order  Book.   This  was  kept 
only  from  1852  tintil  I855. 

Since  the  sheriff  is  paid  for  the  maintenance  of  prison- 
ers only  on  the  basis  of  actual  expenses  incurred  by  him  for 
that  purpose, 230  he  sends  to  the  commissioners  statements  of 
those  expenses.  These  were  filed  separately  from  I8OO  until 
1875,  but  since  1875  they  have  been  kept  in  the  general  file 
of  bills  and  orders. 

The  coxmty  commissioners  have  also  kept  various  records 
relating  to  the  expenditures  of  the  money  allotted  from  the 
liquid  fuels  tax  fund, 231   These  consist  of  reports  from  bor- 
oughs and  townships  of  their  expenditures  of  such  moneys, 
and  a  record  of  those  expenses  made  by  the  county  which  are 
chargeable  to  that  fund. 

In  addition,  the  county  commissioners  have  kept  reports 


227.  1931  P.L.  280  seo,  1  am,  1939  P.L,  498  seo,  1;  1931  P.L,  280 
sees.  2,  3. 

228.  1815,  6  Sm.L,  299  sec,  5;  1929  P.L.  1684  seo.  13  rep.  1931  P.L, 
280  sec,  22  but  reen.  in  seo.  10, 

229.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  sees.  11,  12  sup,  1834  P.L.  537  sec,  20  rep. 
1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec,  110;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo,  363 
anu  1931  P.L,  401  sec.  1, 

230.  1856  P.L,  314  sec.  1  rep.  1927  P.L.  310  sec,  2  but  reen.  as  am. 
in  sec,  1. 

231.  1931  P.L.  149  sec.  10  am,  1935  P,L.  412  further  am.  1939  P.L, 
634, 
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from  coimty  officers  relating  to  fees  earned  and  money  col- 
lected, a  few  paid  promissory  notes,  and  a  record  of  money 
owed  by  the  county  between  186^  and  I875.  The  only  remain- 
ing financial  record  kept  by  the  commissioners  of  Adams  Coun- 
ty is  a  group  of  affidavits  for  bounty  claims  filed  between 
191$  and  1916,  Bounty  affidavits  for  the  period  from  I886 
until  1915  are  kept  with  the  general  coianty  bills  and  or- 
ders .232 

All  proceedings  relating  to  county  aid  In  the  construc- 
tion and  repair  of  township  roads  and  bridges  must  be  record- 
ed by  the  county  commissioners. 233   These  details,  however, 
have  not  been  entered  in  a  separate  docket,  but  have  been 
recorded  in  the  commissioners'  minute  book.  Numerous  origi- 
nal papers  concerning  bridges  have  been  kept  since  I807  by 
the  commissioners  of  Adams  County.  These  include  contracts, 
plans,  specifications,  proposals,  bids,  and  contractors' 
bonds.   In  a  separate  box  are  blueprints  of  roads  and 
bridges  constructed  since  1950.  A  special  law,  passed  in 
1870,  required  that  the  county  commissioners  provide  a  book 
in  which  were  to  be  recorded  the  specifications  for  all  the 
county  buildings  and  bridges  which  were  to  be  constructed, 
altered,  or  enlarged. 234   This  book  was  actually  kept  only 
•until  1900,  however,  and  it  also  shows  the  name  of  the  suc- 
cessful bidder,  the  date  when  the  bid  was  accepted,  and  the 
total  cost  of  each  project.  The  commissioners  have  also 
kept  canceled  obligations  of  the  cotmty. 

Numerous  military  records  are  found  in  the  office  of 
the  commissioners  of  Adams  County.  Among  the  early  records 
are  a  number  of  original  papers  relating  to  pension  claims 
of  veterans  of  the  War  of  l8l2  and  their  dependents.   In  the 
early  period  of  the  county's  history,  every  able-bodied  a- 
dult  was  a  member  of  the  militia.  A  special  tax  or  fine  was 
paid  by  those  men  who  did  not  participate  in  the  regular 
drills.  A  record  of  those  fines  paid  from  I8OI  until  I857 
is  among  the  commissioners'  papers.  From  1858  until  I92I 
the  county  commissioners  prepared  and  kept  the  military  roll, 
which  was  based  on  the  assessors'  retums.235   Both  the  as- 
sessors' reports  of  citizens  liable  for  military  duty  and 
the  actual  militia  lists  are  still  found  in  the  office  of 
the  Adams  County  commissioners,  although  neither  record  is 
complete  for  the  entire  period.  A  list  of  the  citizens  ex- 
empted from  military  service  between  I859  and  I865  is  also 
kept. 


232.  1885  P.L.  141  rep.  1887  P.L.  116  sec.  2  but  reen,  in  sec.  1  an 
1889  P.L.  54  further  am.  1897  P.L,  223  sec.  5  rep.  1927  P.L,  778  No. 
104. 

233.  1879  P.L.  146  sec.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  see.  756  am.  1933  P.L.  958, 

234.  1870  P.L.  834  sees.  1-4. 

235.  1858  P.L.  421  sees.  2,  3  reo.  1887  P.L.  23  sec.  135  but  reen. 
in  sees.  111-115  sup.  1899  P.L.  266  sees.  2-6  reo.  1921  P.L.  54  No.  27 
sec.  1;  1864  P.L.  222  sec.  2  re^.  1887  P.L.  23  see.  135. 
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Severel  of  the  military  records  are  from  the  Civil  War 
period.  These  include  petitions  for  relief  of  soldiers' 
families,  minutes  of  the  special  relief  board  created  to 
take  care  of  these  matters,  various  papers  concerning  claims 
for  pensions  made  by  veterans  and  their  dependents,  and  a 
record  of  the  treatment  of  wounded  soldiers  after  the  Battle 
of  Gettysburg  when  the  courthouse  was  used  as  a  hospital. 

Applications  for  the  burial  of  indigent  veterans  by  the 
county  are  also  among  these  papers.  These  applications  have 
been  kept  since  I885.  The  veterans'  grave  regi3ter,236  the 
work  sheets  used  in  com.piling  this  record,  and  tracings  of 
cemeteries  in  the  covmty  are  found  among  the  records  dealing 
with  military  affairs. 

Several  miscellaneous  records  have  been  kept  by  the  com- 
missioners of  Adams  County.  These  include  a  record  of  the 
tim.e  spent  by  the  commissioners  in  county  business  during  a 
part  of  the  period  when  they  were  paid  on  a  per  diem  basis. 
The  book  entitled  Day  Book  is  a  record  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners' valuations  of  all  land  on  which  any  purchase  money 
was  due  the  State. 237   The  commissioners  also  keep  a  book  In 
which  every  surveyor  of  the  county  enters  annually  the  de- 
viation of  his  compass  from  the  true  m.eridian.238   in  addi- 
tion they  have  kept  various  facts  secured  from  the  census 
returns  of  l8$0,  I85O,  I86O,  187O,  and  1880,  miscellaneous 
papers  filed  by  tax  assessors,  and  the  newspaper  files  which 
they  formerly  had  to  keep, 239   Although  they  have  not  been 
required  since  I929  to  keep  up  these  newspaper  files,  the 
commissioners  of  Adams  Co\anty  have  continued  to  do  so  in  or- 
der to  have  proof  of  publication.  The  coiinty  commissioners 
also  have  a  file  of  the  recent  correspondence  of  their  of- 
fice. 

The  file  of  county  officials'  bonds  assigned  by  legis- 
latiorf40  to  the  custody  of  the  commissioners  is  kept  by  the 
prothonotary  in  Adams  County. 

Unless  otherwise  noted  records  of  the  commissioners  are 
located  in  basement  vault  B. 


Minutes 

1.      MINUTE  BOOK  OF  COMMISSIONERS,    iBUl— .      10   vols. 
(6  vols,   unlabeled;   U  vols,   dated). 
Kinutes   of  meetings   of   county  commissioners,    showing  date 


236.  1929   P.L.   609  rep.    1931  P.L.   401  sec.   26;    1929  P.L.    1278  sec, 
439  added  1931  P.L,  401  sec.   16  am.   1937  P.L.   329;    1937  P.L,   399, 

237.  1835   P.L.   148   sec.   1. 

238.  1850  P.L.   594  sec.  4. 

239.  1893  P.L.   105  rep.   1929  P.L.    1278   sec,   1051. 

240.  1929  P.L,   1278   sec.   54  an.    1933  P.L,   946  No,   182. 
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and  place  of  meeting,  names  of  members  present,  nature  of 
business  transacted,  date  of  next  m.eeting,  end  signature  of 
clerk.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.   No  index.   Hdw, 
Aver.  300  pp.  13  3 A  X  8i  X  1  3/1+.   9  vols.,  181^1-1929,  off. 
vlt.;  1  vol.,  1930—,  elk's,  off. 

Taxation 
(See  also  entries  302-30I4.) 

Assessors 

2.  (ASSESSMENT  BOOK),  I8OO— .   2992  vols,  (dated,  and 
labeled  by  name  of  civil  division). 

Contains: 

a.  Oaths  of  assessors,  showing  date  of  oath,  names  of 

assessor  and  district,  nature  of  oath,  and  signa- 
tures of  assessor  and  person  administering  oath. 

b.  Precepts  to  assessors,  showing  date  of  precept, 

conditions  of  obligation,  and  official  seal  and 
signature. 

c.  Record  of  real  estate,  occupational,  and  personal 

property  tax  assessments,  showing  date;  name, 
address,  and  occupation  of  taxpayer;  location  and 
description  of  property;  assessed  value;  amount 
of  exemption;  and  rate  and  amo\int  of  tax. 

Ai*r.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  taxable.   No  index. 

Hdw.  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  56  pp.  I7  x  11  x  i..  Off. 

vlt. 

3.  DUPLICATE  ASSESSORS  BOOKS,  I928  — .   II3  vols, 
(dated,  and  labeled  by  name  of  civil  division). 
Title  varies:  Tax  Duplicates  of  Assessors,  I928-3I4., 
29  vols. 

Duplicates  of  tax  assessment  books,  showing  date;  name,  ad- 
dress, and  occupation  of  taxpayer;  location,  description, 
and  valuation  of  property;  tax  rate;  amount  of  tax  assess- 
ment; exonerations;  and  date  paid.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  taxpayer.  No  Index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
Aver.  50  pp.  11  X  16  X  i,      29  vols.,  1928-314.,  bsmt.  vlt.  B; 
Qk   vols.,  1935—,  off.  vlt. 

i+.   (TREASURER'S  REPORTS  OF  TAX  RETURNS),  I8OI-I9OO. 
1  f.b.  1933 --  in  Ledge r-ComxKiss loners,  entry  23. 
Report  of  treasurer  to  county  commissioners  of  taxes  re- 
turned, showing  date  of  report;  names  of  civil  division  and 
collectors;  tax  year;  amovints  of  returns  and  type  of  tax; 
amounts  of  delinquent  tax,  rebates,  discoiints,  exonerations, 
penalties,  and  tax  collectors'  commissions;  and  signature  of 
treasurer.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Hdw, 
12  X  6  X  it.. 

Personal  Property 

5.   PERSONAL  PROPERTY  TAX  RETURNS,  19i<.0— .   6  bdl. 
Taxpayers'  returns  of  taxes  on  personal  property,  showing 
date  of  return,  name  and  address  of  taxable.  Itemized  state- 
ment with  valuation  of  personal  property,  tax  rate,  amoxint 
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due  county  and  State,  affidavit,  notarial  seal,  and  signa- 
ture of  taxable.  Arr,  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index, 
Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  7  JA  x  ji  x  1^.   Off.  vlt. 

6.  RECORD  OP  MORTGAGES,  BONDS,  JUDGMENTS  AND  OTHER 
EVIDENCE  OF  DEBT,  SUBJECT  TO  TAXATION,  I889,  I936. 
54  vols,  (labeled  by  name  of  civil  division). 
Untitled,  1889,  2  vols.   Discontinued. 

Record  of  interest  bearing  instruments  subject  to  taxation, 
showing  name  and  address  of  taxable;  date,  type,  and  eimoxint 
of  Instrument;  and  date  of  satisfaction.  Arr.  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  taxable.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.  Aver.  50  pp.  12  x  9i  x  i. 

7.  RECORD  OP  MORTGAGES  SUBJECT  TO  TAXATION,  I885-I9I8. 
5  vols.  (1-5). 

Record  of  mortgages  subject  to  taxation,  showing  date  re- 
corded; name  of  civil  division;  names  and  addresses  of  mort- 
gagor, mortgagee,  and  assignee;  location  and  description  of 
property;  date  and  amovmt  of  mortgage;  and  vol.  and  p.  of 
recording  in  Mortgage  Book,  entry  59.  Arr.  alph.  by  name 
of  civil  division  and  chron.  thereunder  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  I4.OO  pp.  12^  x  I9  x  5. 

8.  RECORD  OP  JUDGMENTS  SUBJECT  TO  TAXATION,  I8B5-I918. 
8  vols.  (1,  2,  ij.-9). 

Record  of  Judgments  subject  to  taxation,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no.;  names  of  defendant  and  civil  division;  name 
and  address  of  plaintiff;  amount  involved;  date  and  charac- 
ter of  Instrument  securing  debt;  and  dates  due,  assigned,  or 
satisfied.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  civil  division  and  chron. 
thereunder  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
Aver.  i4.00  pp.  Id  x  12  x  2i^.   Off.  vlt. 

9.  (MORTGAGE  REPORTS),  I885-I9I7.   I5  bdl.   Subse- 
quent records  kept  by  tax  assessors. 

Reports  from  recorder  of  deeds  of  mortgages  and  assignments 
subject  to  taxation,  showing  names  and  addresses  of  mort- 
gagee, mortgagor,  or  assignee;  date;  amount;  location  and 
description  of  property;  dates  filed  and  satisfied;  and  sig- 
nature of  recorder  of  deeds.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report. 
No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.   9  ^c  I4.  x  3. 

10.  (MONTHLY  JUDGMENT  REPORTS),  l885-8ti,  I9I6-I7. 

d   bdl.   Subsequent  records  kept  by  tax  assessors* 
Reports  from  prothonotary  of  Judgments  and  assignments  sub- 
ject to  taxation,  showing  names  of  parties;  court  term  and 
case  no.;  date  and  character  of  instrument;  amoxints  in- 
volved; dates  filed,  assigned,  or  satisfied;  and  signature 
of  prothonotary.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.  No  index. 
Hdw.  5  5A  X  9t  X  3  3A. 

Exonerations 

11.  COUNTY  TAX  EXONERATIONS,  I9O9  — .   3  vols.   Title 
varies:  Exonerations,  I909-33,  2  vols. 

Record  of  tax  exonerations  granted,  showing  date;  names  of 
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civil  division,  taxpayer,  and  collector;  tay  year;  type  and 
amount  of  tax;  and  reason  for  exoneration.  Arr,  chron.  by 
date  of  entry.  No  Index.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  JOG  pp. 
12jt   X  8  X  5A.  2  vols.,  1909-53,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  1  vol., 
195*4-— »  elk's,  off. 

12.   (TAX  EXONERATION  SLIPS),  I9I2-I5,  1957  —  .   3  ^dl. 
1800-1911  In  Assessors'  Returns,  entry  I4.9. 
Reports  of  tax  exonerations  granted  to  local  tax  collectors, 
showing  names  of  civil  division  and  taxpayer,  tax  year,  date 
exonerated,  type  and  amount  of  tax,  signature  of  tax  collec- 
toi»,  and  date  filed.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  Index. 
Hdw.  14.  X  5  X  2i.   1  bdl.,  I912-I5,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  2  bdl., 
1957—,  off. 

Delinquency 

15.   TAX  AND  ASSESSMENT  LIEN  LEDGER,  I9O8-I8,  I93O— . 
2  vols.  Title  varies:  County  Tax  Liens,  I9O8-I8, 
1  vol. 
Record  of  co^inty  tax  liens  entered,  showing  name  and  address 
of  taxable,  name  of  district,  tax  year,  amount,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  and  dates  entered  and  satisfied.  Arr.  chron. 
by  date  entered.  No  Index.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  k$0   pp. 
ill-  X  12  X  2i.   1  vol.,  1908-18,  bsmt.  vlt.  B.;  1  vol., 
1950—,  elk's,  off. 

Accounts 

Ik.      BUDGET  ADAMS  COUNTY,    1959  — •      2  vols,    (dated). 
Record  of  expenditures   charged   to  appropriations  for  admin- 
istration and  operation  of   coionty  offices,    showing  name  and 
account,    amo\ant  of  appropriation,   date,    order  no.,    amotant  of 
expenditures,   name   of  payee,    purpose,    totals,    and  balance. 
Arr.   alph.  by  name   of  account  and  chron.    thereunder  by  date 
of  entry.     No   Index.      Hdw.   on  ptd.   fm.     Aver.   14.00  pp.   llj. 
X   18  X  2i.     Clk's.    off. 

15.  BILLS,    1800—.      1  f.   cab.,    278  f.b.    (dated,    and 
labeled  by  contained  order  nos.).      Untitled, 
I8OO-I89I,    159  bdl. 

Bills  for  county  expenditures,    showing  date,    order  no., 
names  of  account  and  payee,    purpose,    amount,    and  date   paid. 
Also  contains:   Orders,    I80O-I887,    I919— ,    entrv  16;    Sher- 
iff's  Statement  of  Maintenance   of   Prisoners,    1876 — .    entry 
20;    (Canceled  Notes),    I950— ,    entry  2^;   Boimtles,    I886-I912, 
entry  26;    Soldiers  Burial  Record,    I912 — ,    entry  kl;    and 
(Canceled  Coupon  Bonds),    1932 — ,    entry  52.      Arr.   num.   by 
order  no.      No   Index.      Hdw.    I8UO-I89I;   hdw.   and   typed  on  ptd. 
fm,    1892—.      Bdl.   5x8x5;    f.b.   9  X  5   X   IS.      If.    cab., 
1800-1891,    bsmt.   vlt.   C;    100   f,b.,    1892-1954,    bsrat.   vlt.   B; 
178  f.b.,    1955—,    off.   vlt. 

16.  ORDERS,    1888-1918.      58  f.b.    (dated,    and   labeled  by 
contained  order  nos,).      I8OO-I887,    I919 —  In  Bills, 
entry   I5. 

Orders   Issued  for  county  expenditures,    showing  date,    order 
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no.,  names  of  accoxint  and  payee,  purpose,  amount,  date  paid, 
and  signature  of  clerk.   Arr.  num.  by  order  no.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   9  x  5  x  I5  3A.  Bsmt.  vlt.  C. 

17.  (STUBS  OP  ORDERS),  I882-I908,  I9II4.-I3,  1931—. 
l\2   vols. 

Stubs  of  warrant  orders,  showing  date,  order  no.,  amount, 
p\irpose,  and  name  of  payee.   Arr.  num.  by  order  no.   No  In- 
dex.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  200  pp.  7  5/I4.  x  5  jA  x  1. 
7  vols.,  l88ii-1908,  1914-15,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  55  vols.,  I931— , 
off.  vlt. 

18.  COUNTY  ORDER  BOOK,  I80I1-I938.   12  vols.  (8  vols. 
\inlabeled;  k   vols.  A-D).  Discontinued.  Title 
varies:  Untitled,  l80lj.-26,  l8iU<.-8U,  8  vols.; 
Order  Book,  I879-85,  2  vols. 

Record  of  orders  Issued  for  county  expenditures,  showing 
date,  order  no.,  names  of  accoxint  and  payee,  purpose,  and 
amoxint.  Arr.  nvmi.  by  order  no.  No  Index.  Hdw.  Aver.  55O 
pp.  18  X  12  X  3.  k   vols.,  I80I4.-78,  bsmt.  vlt.  B.;  8  vols., 
I879-I958,  off.  vlt, 

19.  BLOTTER  FOR  ORDERS  ISSUED  AND  TRANSFERRED  INTO 
ORDER  BOOK,  I852-55.   1  vol. 

Primary  record  of  orders  Issued  and  recorded  In  Covmty  Order 
Book,  entry  I8,  showing  date,  order  no.,  names  of  account 
and  payee,  purpose,  and  amount.  Arr.  num.  by  order  no.  No 
index.   Hdw.   35  pp.  12  x  71^  x  i.   Off.  vlt. 

20.  SHERIFF'S  STATEMENT  OF  MAINTENANCE  OP  PRISONERS, 
I8UO-I875.   3  bdl.   1876—  in  Bills,  entry  I5. 

Sheriff's  statements  to  commissioners  of  cost  of  maintenance 
of  county  prisoners,  showing  date,  name  and  no.  of  prisoner, 
number  of  days  boarded,  rate  per  day.  Item  of  expenditure, 
totals,  cost  of  court  seirvlces,  fees,  date  of  a^idit,  and 
approval  of  commissioners.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  state- 
ment.  No  index.  l\.  x  ^  x  6»     Bsmt.  vlt.  C. 

21.  GASOLINE  TAX,  1932—.   7  ^'^^    (dated,  I-7). 
Reports  of  borough  and  township  supervisors  of  expenditures 
of  gasoline  tax  fund  allotted  by  the  Commonwealth  for  road, 
bridge,  and  property  damage,  showing  date,  name  of  civil 
division,  location  and  description  of  project,  names  of  con- 
tractors and  supervisors,  amount  expended,  and  official 
seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  ^  x  'y   x   I5.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

22.  LIQUID  FUEL  TAX  EXPENDITURES,  1932—.   1  vol. 
Record  of  expenditures  chargeable  to  gasoline  tax  fund  al- 
lotted by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  county  for  road,  bridge, 
and  property  damages,  showing  date,  order  no.,  name  of  pay- 
ee, purpose,  amount,  totals,  and  balance.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.   5OO  pp.  I8  x  11 
X  2i.   Clk's.  off. 

23.  LEDGER  -  COMMISSIONERS,  1935--.   1  vol. 

Original  and  record  of  monthly  reports  made  to  commissioners 
by  county  offices  of  fees  earned  and  moneys  collected,  show- 
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Ing  date  of  report,  names  of  coiinty  office  and  payer,  nature 
of  service  rendered,  date,  amo\ant  received,  and  official 
signatures.  Arr.  by  name  of  co\xaty  office,  and  chron,  there- 
under by  date  of  entry.  No  Index.   Hdw,  2^0  pp.  II4-  x  8 
X  li.  Clk's,  off. 

214..   (CANCELED  NOTES),  192b-29.   1  f.b.  I95O—  In  Bills, 
entry  15, 
Paid  promissory  notes,  showing  dates  of  note,  maturity,  and 
payment;  rate  of  Interest;  amount;  name  of  bank;  and  signa- 
tures of  commissioners.  No  obvious  arr.   No  index,  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.   10  X  14.  X  14. 

25.  NOTES  AND  BILLS  PAYABLE,  l86l4.-73«   1  vol. 
Record  of  debts  owed  by  the  county  secured  by  promissory 
notes  and  bond  issues,  showing  name  of  creditor,  date,  a- 
mount,  rate  of  Interest,  and  dates  of  maturity  and  payment. 
Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  maturity.  No  index.  Hdw,   10  x  8 

X  li. 

26.  BOUNTIES,  1915-16.  7  f.b.  Discontinued  as  county 
record;  subsequent  records  kept  by  State  Game  Com- 
mission. I8B6-1912  in  Bills,  entry  15. 

Affidavits  for  boxonty  claims  filed  in  killing  of  destructive 
animals,  showing  date,  nvunber  and  kind  of  animal,  amoxint  of 
premitam,  date  and  place  of  killing,  names  of  claimant  .and 
witnesses,  official  seal  and  signatures,  and  claim  no.  Arr, 
chron,  by  date  of  affidavit.  No  index,  Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm, 
9  X  5  X  15.   Off,  vlt. 

Roads  and  Bridges 
(See  also  entries  208-210) 

27.  BRIDGE  CONTRACTS,  I8O7— .  i0   bdl,  (dated). 
Original  contracts,  plans,  specifications,  proposals,  bids, 
and  bonds  for  construction  of  county  projects,  showing  date 
and  type  of  contract;  names  of  bridge,  road,  stream,  con- 
tractor, principals,  and  surety;  location  and  description  of 
bridge;  total  cost  of  materials;  amotints  of  bond,  contract, 
and  bids;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Also  contains: 
(Maps  and  Plans),  1807-I929,  entry  29.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
of  contract.   No  Index.  Hdw,,  typed,  and  blueprinted,  4 

X  10  X  6,  42  bdl.,  1807-1959,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  1  bdl.,  194O— , 
off.  vlt, 

28.  SPECIFICATIONS  FOR  BRIDGES,  I87O-I9OO.   2  vols. 
Discontinued. 

Record  of  specifications  for  bridges,  roads,  and  covinty 
buildings,  showing  date  of  bid;  name  and  location  of  proj- 
ect;  name  of  lowest  bidder;  type  and  quality  of  materials 
to  be  used;  date  bid  accepted;  total  cost;  and  signature  of 
commissioners'  clerk.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  entity.  No 
index.   Hdw.   Aver.  I50  pp.  12  jA  x  8  x  1^.   Off.  vlt. 

ii9.       (MAPS  AND   PLANS),    19$0--.      1   f.    cab, 

1807-1929   in  Bridge   Contracts,    entry  27. 
Blueprints   of   roads   and   bridges   constructed   in   coxonty,    show- 
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Ing  names  of  civil  division,  roads,  bridges,  and  streams; 
location  and  description;  specifications;  dimensions;  scale; 
and  name  of  engineer.  No  obvious  arr»  No  index.  Blue- 
printed.  60  X  60  X  12. 

Welfare 

50.  (TALBOT  FUND  PAPERS),  1952-53.   2  ctns.  Discon- 
tinued. 

Contains : 

a.  Applications  for  relief,  showing  name  and  address 

of  applicant,  date  of  application,  length  of 
residence  in  county,  occupation,  nationality, 
date  and  place  of  birth,  marital  status,  mili- 
tary record,  number  of  dependents,  reasons  for 
destitution,  mental  condition,  and  habits. 

b.  Canceled  checks  issued  against  Talbot  Fund,  show- 

ing check  no.;  date;  name  of  recipient;  amount; 
and  signatures  of  commissioners,  chief  clerk, 
and  treasurer. 

c.  List  of  applicants  for  relief,  showing  name  and 

address  of  applicant,  and  date  of  application. 

d.  Reports  of  investigators,  showing  date  and  result 

of  investigation,  type  and  amo\int  of  relief  al- 
lowed, duration  and  date  of  termination,  and 
signature  of  investigator. 
No  oDvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  10  x  I5. 

51.  (ASSESSORS'  REPORTS  OF  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE), 
1910-11.   102  vols,  in  1  ctn. 

Assessors'  report  of  children  of  school  age,  showing  date; 
names  of  civil  division,  school  districts,  and  assessors; 
and  names  and  addresses  of  parents  with  nvimber  of  children 
of  school  age  in  each  family.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry, 
No  index.   Hdw.  Ctn.  12  x  12  x  20;  vols.  aver.  30  pp.  6 


X  5  X  li. 


Military 
(See  also  entry  75) 


52.  WAR  RECORDS  OF  l8l2,  l8lZ~^L\..      2  bdl.   Untitled, 
1812-14.8,  1  bdl. 
Papers  and  correspondence  concerning  claims  for  pensions  by 
veterans  or  dependents  of  veterans  of  War  of  I8l2,  showing 
date,  name  and  age  of  applicant  or  veteran,  service  record 
of  veteran,  date  and  type  of  discharge,  date  and  amount  of 
pension  granted,  official  signatures,  and  date  filed.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
16  X  [|.  X  14.. 

55.   MILITIA  FINES,  I8OI-57.  k   vols. 
Record  of  militia  fines  collected  and  returned  by  tax  col- 
lectors, showing  date;  amounts;  names  of  civil  division, 
soldier,  and  tax  collector;  and  signature  of  commissioners' 
clerk.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  soldier.   Hdw,  Aver.  UDO   pp. 
16  X  6  X  1.   Off.  vlt. 
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5I4..  MILITARY  ROLL,  1865-1915.   102  vols,  (dated,  and 

labeled  by  name  of  oivll  division).  Discontinued. 
Assessors'  reports  to  county  oommissloners  of  male  citizens 
between  I8  and  ^5  years  of  age  eligible  for  military  duty, 
showing  date;  name  of  civil  division;  and  name,  address, 
age,  race,  occupation,  and  marital  statxis  of  citizen.  No 
index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  20  pp.  10  x  6  x  i. 

55.   MILITARY  ENROLLMENT,  l86l4.-192l4..   I6  vols.  (1  vol. 

unlabeled;  11  vols.  1-11;  k   vols,  dated),  9  bdl. 

Discontinued.  Untitled,  18714.-87,  9  bdl. 
List  of  able-bodied  male  citizens  between  21  and  I4.5  years  of 
age  eligible  for  military  duty,  showing  name  of  civil  divi- 
sion; date;  and  name,  address,  age,  occupation,  and  marital 
status  of  enrollee.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  civil  division. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Vols.  aver.  3OO  pp.  I8  x  12 


X  2^;  bdl.  !<.  X  10  X  2.      9  bdl.,    I87I4.-87,    5  vols.,    I865-73, 
1885-91,   bsmt.   vlt.  B;   I5   vols.,    1892-1921^.,    off.   vlt, 

56.      MILITARY  EXEMPT  BOOK,    I859-65.      1  vol. 
List  of   citizens   exempted  from  military   duty,    showing  date, 
name  of  civil  division,   name  and  address   of  citizen,    reason 
for  exemption,    and  date   of  affidavit.     Arr.   chron.  by  date 
of  entry.     No   index.     Hdw.      70  pp.   12  x  8  x  i.     Off.    vlt, 

37.  (PETITIONS  FOR  RELIEF  OP  FAMILIES  OF  CIVIL  WAR 
SOLDIERS),    1862-68.      1  bdl. 

Petitions   for  relief  by  dependents   of  Civil  War  soldiers, 
showing  date  of  petition,   name   and  address  of  petitioner, 
name  and  relationship  of  service   man,    nvunber  and  names   of 
dependents,    reason  for  petition,    and   signature   of  petition- 
er.    No  obvious  arr.     No   index.      Hdw.     8x6x2.     Bsmt. 
vlt.   C. 

38.  CIVIL  WAR  PAPERS,    I862-65.      1  bdl. 

Papers  and  correspondence   concerning  claims  for  pensions  by 
dependents  of  veterans   of  Civil  War,    showing   information  as 
in  entry  52.      No   obvious  arr.      No   index.      Hdw.   and  hdw.   on 
ptd.   fm.      10  X  I4.  X  ik* 

59.      MINUTES   OF   RELIEF  BOARD   OF  ADAMS  COUNTY  C0MJ1IS- 
SIONERS,    l86l-6i|..      1  vol. 
Minutes   of   relief  board   created   to    render  assistance   to   fam- 
ilies  of  vol\inteers  during  Civil  War,    showing  date  and  place 
of  meeting,   names   of  members   present,   names   of  families   aid- 
ed,   amoTint  received,   date  of  next  meeting,    and  signature   of 
secretary   of  board.     Arr.    chron.  by  date   of  meeting.      No   in- 
dex.    Hdw.      6k  pp.    10  X  8  X  i.     Off.   vlt. 

kO*      CONVALESCENTS,    I863.      1   vol. 
Record  of  Civil  War  soldiers   given  treatment  at  a   temporary 
hospital   in  courthouse,    showing  date,   names   of   soldier  and 
attending  physician,    squad  no.,    and  nature   of   treatment  giv- 
en.    Arr.    chron.  by  date   of  entry.     No  index.     Hdw.      I35   pp. 
13   3A  3c  8i  X  1.      Off.   vlt. 
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l^-l.   soldiers  burial  record,  1885-1911.   2 'vols, 
1912—  In  Bills,  entry  15. 
Applications  for  burial  of  Indigent  veterans,  showing  date; 
name,  address,  occupation,  date  and  place  of  death,  and  ser- 
vice record  of  veteran;  date  and  place  of  bxirlal;  itemized 
statement  of  burial  expenses;  and  official  seals  and  signa- 
tures, Arr,  chron,  by  date  of  entry.  Indexed  alph,  by 
first  letter  of  siirname  of  veteran,  Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver. 
200  pp.  1I4.  X  8i  X  i.   Off,  vlt. 

1+2,   (VETERANS'  GRAVE  REGISTRATION  WORK  SHEET), 
1955-57'  1  wooden  box. 
Work  sheets  used  in  compiling  veterans'  grave  registj»ation 
records,  showing  name  and  location  of  cemetery;  lot  and 
grave  nos,;  name,  age,  dates  of  birth,  death,  and  burial, 
and  rank  of  veteran;  type  of  service;  identity  of  organiza- 
tion; character  of  memorial  and  marker,  if  any;  condition  of 
grave;  date  of  inspection;  and  signature  of  Inspector.  No 
obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.   10^  x  7^  x  2. 

k3»      VETERANS'  GRAVE  REGISTRATION  RECORD,  I776— . 
2  vols.  (1,  2).   Record  compiled  1955. 
Register  of  veterans'  graves,  showing  war  served  in;  name, 
branch  of  service,  rank,  and  dates  of  birth  and  disath  of 
veteran;  name  and  location  of  cemetery;  grave  and  seotlon 
nos.;  type  of  headstone  or  marker  and  by  whom  erected;  date 
information  recorded;  and  name  of  Informant.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  recorded.   Indexed  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
veteran,  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver,  5OO  pp,  I6  x  10^  x  2. 
Off.  vlt. 

kh,      (TRACINGS  OF  CEMETERIES  IN  ADAMS  COUNTY),  1955-37. 
1  bdl. 
Tracings  of  cemeteries  in  county  to  be  used  for  veterans' 
grave  registration  records,  showing  names  of  civil  division 
and  cemetery,  location  of  cemetery,  registration,  plot  and 
grave  nos.,  and  name  of  drawer.  No  obvious  arr.   No  index. 
Hand  drawn.   56  x  21^  x  1^. 

Miscellaneous 

I4.5.   COmiSSIONERS  TIME  BOOK,  I855-82,   1  vol. 
Discontinued, 
Attendance  record  of  covinty  commissioners,  showing  names  of 
commissioners,  date  and  place  of  meeting,  number  of  days 
served,  rate  per  day,  total  amount  paid,  and  signature  of 
commissioners'  clerk,  Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  entry.   No  in- 
dex. Hdw.   65  pp.  9i  X  7  5A  3C  5A«   Off.  vlt. 

U6,  DAY  BOOK  (Certification  of  Unpatented  Lands), 
1855-62.   1  vol.  Discontinued. 
Record  of  appraised  value  certified  by  the  commissioners  on 
unpatented  land  on  which  money  is  due  and  vinpaid  to  the 
Comconwealth,  showing  date,  name  of  civil  division,  date 
warrant  granted,  name  of  warrantee,  number  of  acres,  class 
no.,  appraised  value,  and  signatures  of  commissioners.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  appraisement.  No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm. 
265  pp.   11  X  7i  X  1  5A.   Off.  vlt. 
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kl*      SURVEYORS  RECORD,  I852-I905,  I927— .   2  vols. 

Title  varies:  Surveyors  Journal,  I852-I905,  1  vol. 
Record  of  compass  deviation  from  true  meridian,  shoT?lng  date 
of  test,  type  of  Instrument  used,  variation,  and  signature 
of  surveyor.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  Index.  Hdw. 
on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  100  pp.  I7  x  8i  x  jA-   Off.  vlt. 

1|.8.   (CENSUS  BOOKS),  I85O,  l8S0,  I86O,  I87O,  I88O. 
53  vols. 
List  of  Inhabitants  of  the  county,  showing  date;  name  of 
civil  division;  envnneration  district  no.;  and  name,  address, 
age,  sex,  color,  marital  status,  and  date  and  place  of  birth 
of  inhabitant.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  civil  division.  No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  200  pp.  I8  x  I5  x  1.   Off. 
vlt. 

1+9.   (ASSESSORS'  RETURNS),  I8OO-I919.   IO8  bdl. 
Miscellaneous  papers  filed  by  tax  assessors,  showing  date, 
names  of  civil  division  and  assessors,  character  of  instru- 
ment, purpose,  and  signature  of  assessor.  Also  contains: 
Tax  Exoneration  Slips,  I80O-19II,  entry  12.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  instalment.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  I4.  x  8 
X  5-|.   Bsmt.  vlt.  C. 

50.  (NEWSPAPERS),  1895—.   1^0  vols,  (dated,  and  la- 
beled by  name  of  publication) . 

Local  newspapers  kept  for  reference  for  proof  of  publication, 
showing  date  and  place  of  publication,  and  name  of  publish- 
er. Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  publication.  No  index.   Ptd. 
Aver,  300  pp.  22  X  16  X  1.  Bswt.  vlt.  C. 

51.  COMMISSIONERS  CORRESPONDENCE,  193?—.   15  f.b., 
1  f.d. 

General  correspondence  pertaining  to  transactions  of  commis- 
sioners' office,  showing  date,  name  and  address  of  address- 
ee, nature  of  correspondence,  and  signature  of  sender.  Arr. 
alph,  by  first  letter  of  siarname  of  sender.  No  index.  Hdw. 
and  typed.   I6  x  11  x  18.   I5  f.b.,  1957-39,  bsmt.  vlt.  B; 
1  f.d.,  I9U0— ,  elk's,  off. 

52.  (CANCELED  COUPON  BONDS),  I906-5I.   1  envelope. 
1952--  in  Bills,  entry  I5. 

Canceled  bonds,  showing  date,  bond  no.,  purpose  and  amount 
of  bond.  Interest  rate,  and  date  paid.  No  obvious  arr.  No 
index.   Ptd.   7  x  3  x  t. 


II.     BEC ORDER  OF  DEEDS 


Evolution  and  Struotural  Organization 

The  office  of  recorder  of  deeds  was  well  established  In 
Pennsylvania  when  Adams  Co\jnty  was  formed  In  I8OO.      Provi- 
sions for  the  recording  of  deeds,   mortgages,    and  other  con- 
veyances had  been  In  effect  since   the  earliest  English  set- 
tlement of  Pennsylvania,!    and  a  "recorder  or  enroller"  for 
each  coiinty  was  a  required  officer  since   1706.2      The  Consti- 
tution of  1776  made   the  recorder  an  appointee   of  the  Assem- 
bly,3    and  the  Constitution  of  179^  vested  his  appointment  In 
the  0ovei?nor,4      It  was  not  \intll  I858  that  this  officer  be- 
came elective  and  the  recorder  was  given  a  definite,  term,   at 
that  time  5  years .6      in  I909   the  tenure  was   increased   to  I4. 
years  .6      In  Adams  County   the   recorder  of  deeds  has  always 
held  the  office  of  register  of  wills  as  well,7 

Like  all  other  co\mty  officers   the  recorder  of  deeds 
must  be  a  citizen  and  a  resident  of   the  county  for  at  least 
a  year  before   taking  office .8     Vacancies  are  filled  by   the 
Governor.     The  appointee  holds  office  until  a  successor  is 
chosen  in  the  first  m\uilclpal  election  which  takes  place  2 
or  more  months  after  the  original  vacancy  occurred •»     The 
recorder  may  not  hold  the  office  of  county  treas\irer«l-0       He 
is  exempted  from  military  service .H      Before  assuming  office 
he  must  take  an  oathl2    and  post  a  bond  of  |5,000.W      He   is 
paid  by  means  of  fees .14      After  he  has   received  fl4.,000   in 
fees   in  any  1  year,   he  must  pay  one-half  the  excess   to   the 
State .15      The  recorder  appoints  and  fixes   the  compensation 
of  a  first  deputy  who  takes  his  place  when  the  office   is  va- 


1,  Duke  of  York's  Book  of  Laws  (1676)  in  Charter  to  William  Pom, 
pp.  23,   26,   SS,  62,   66}  Laws  of  the  Assembly  (1685 J  in  Ighartor  io  TOEam 
Penn,  p.  132  oh.  LXXH,  1700,   II  St.  at  L.  131;  1700,   II  St.  atT.  157. 

2.  1705-6,    II  St.  at  L.  206  soo.   6. 
5.     Const.  1776,  oh.  II,   seo.  S4. 

4.  Const.  1790,  art.  II,  seo.  8,.  art.  V,  seo.  11. 

5.  Const.  1858,  art.  V,   seo.  10,  art.  VI,   seo.  5. 

6.  Const.,  art.  XI7,   seo.  2  as  am.  1909. 

7.  1777,    IX  St.  at  L.  68  seo.  1;   1839  P.L.  559  seo.  1. 

8.  Const.,   art.  XIV,  seo.  3. 

9.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  60  am.  1931  P.L.  401  soo.  1;  Pa.  Att.  Gen., 
Offioial  Opinions,  1925-26,  pp.  261-255. 

10.  1841  P.L.  400  seo.  5  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in 
seo.  142. 

11.  1887  P.L.  25  seo.  110  sup.  1899  P.L.  266  seo.  2. 

12.  Const.,  art.  VII,  seo.  1;  1777,  1  Sm.L.  443  seo.  5;  1929  P.L. 
1278  seo.  53. 

13.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  234. 

14.  1868  P.L.  5  seo.  8. 

15.  1874  P.L,  125  seo.  1  am.  1921  P.L.  69  further  am.  1937  P.L. 
2786;  Comm.  t.  Conway,  12  Pa.  C.  C.  630,  2  Dist.  4^9  (1893). 
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cant  and  who  Is  legally  permitted  to  perform  any  of  the  du- 
ties of  his  principal. 16 

Functions  and  Records 

The  chief  duty  of  the  recorder  of  deeij  is  to  have  cop- 
ied in  permanent  form  certain  papers  which  are  of  value  to 
their  owners.  A  copy  or  recording  of  a  document,  properly 
sealed  and  signed  by  the  recorder,  is  recognized  to  be  just 
as  legal  as  the  original  paper  itself.   The  recorder  may 
make  exemplifications,  or  copies  of  the  recording,  which 
must  be  accepted  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  the  orig- 
inals. In  various  cases  the  law  requires  that  specified  pa- 
pers be  recorded  in  this  office,  and  in  many  other  instanc- 
es, the  law  permits  people,  for  their  own  protection,  to 
have  certain  documents  recorded.  Because  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  keeping  these  records  safe,  a  law  of  I79O  re- 
quired that  the  county  commissioners  erect  stone  or  brick 
buildings,  as  nearly  fireproof  as  possible,  for  the  keeping 
of  the  papers  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  and  the  other  record- 
ing officers  .17 

In  arbitration  cases,  whenever  the  prothonotary  is  par- 
ty to  a  suit,  the  recorder  of  deeds  is  permitted  to  act  as 
prothonotary .18   The  recorder  administers  the  oath  of  office 
to  justices  of  the  peacelS  and  is  authorized  to  designate 
one  or  more  of  the  clerks  employed  in  his  office  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  and  affirmations  pertaining  to  the  business  of  the 
office.  An  oath  or  affirmation  so  given  is  Just  as  effec- 
tive as  if  the  recorder  himself  had  administered  it. 20 

This  officer  is  the  agent  for  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
collection  of  those  taxes  and  fees  which  are  payable  to  the 
State  upon  the  recording  of  deeds  and  other  instruments  and 
upon  the  commissions  of  public  officers.   He  makes  returns 
of  these  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  and  pays  this  money  to 
the  State  Treasury  throvigh  the  Department. 21 

The  remaining  duties  of  the  recorder  are  concerned  with 
the  keeping  of  records.   In  connection  with  some  of  his  rec- 
ord keeping  duties,  various  reports  must  be  made.   He  sends 
to  the  Auditor  General  a  detailed  report  whenever  articles 
of  association  of  a  limited  partnership  or  Joint  stock  com- 
pany are  received  by  him. 22   He  must  make  a  monthly  return 


16.  1852  P.L.  100  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  see. 
235  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  224  am.  1931  P.L.  401 
sec.  1  further  am.  1933  P.L.  952. 

17.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  seo,  4;  1790,  2  Sm.L.  517  seo.  2. 

18.  1809  P.L.  125  sec.  4  and  1825  P.L.  172  sec.  1  both  sup.  1836 
P.L.  715  seo.  35. 

19.  1877  P.L.  12  seo.  4. 

20.  1911  P.L.  668  No.   269;    1929  P.L.   1278  seo.  236. 

21.  1929  P.L.  343  sec.  613. 

22.  1895  P.L.  230. 
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and  pay  Into  the  State  Treasury  through  the  Department  of 
Revenue  all  money  received  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth^ 

The  recorder  must  keep  a  daily  record  of  all  deeds  and 
other  conveyances  of  real  estate  which  are  presented  for  re- 
cordlng,24   a  similar  record  is  kept  of  all  mortgages  and  of 
all  agreements  to  secure  the  payment  of  money  which  are  re- 
corded ,25   At  the  end  of  the  month  he  sends  these  records  to 
the  county  commissioners*  They  are  then  used  by  the  asse^^ 
sors  as  a  check  on  the  ownership  of  real  and  personal  proper- 
ty within  the  county.   In  addition,  a  copy  of  the  daily  rec- 
ord of  mertgages  and  agreements  is  sent  to  the  Department  of 
Revenue ,26   The  recorder  sends  to  the  covmty  commissioners 
the  name  and  complete  address  of  every  holder,  owner,  or  as- 
signee of  a  mortgage ,27 

An  important  record  of  the  office  Is  the  Deed  Book  in 
which  the  recorder  at  first  placed  all  the  recordings  irtilch 
he  had  to  make,  no  matter  wfiat  kind  of  papers  they  were* 
Prom  time  to  time  separate  books  were  begun  for  each  of  rar- 
ious  types  of  instruments,  so  that  at  present  only  deeds  and 
plans  for  subdivisions  are  recorded  in  the  Deed  Book.  The 
law  requires  that  two  indexes  be  prepared  for  it,  one  ar- 
ranged by  the  names  of  grantors,  the  other  by  the  names  of 
grantees. 28 

Every  deed  or  other  conveyance  of  property,  in  order  to 
be  effective,  must  be  officially  recorded  in  the  Deed  Book 
within  90  days  after  its  execution.  Before  recording,  it 
must  be  acknowledged  by  the  grantor  and  proved  by  witnesses 
before  any  one  of  certain  designated  officials.29   The  re- 
corder must  record  any  deed  which  is  properly  executed  and 
acknowledged  even  if  it  has  been  placed  on  recoi'd  else- 
where. 30   On  the  margin  of  any  recorded  deed  or  other  instni- 
ment  there  must  be  recorded  any  final  judgment  or  decree  of 
a  Pennsylvania  court  which  affects  that  instrument.Sl   Sher- 


23.  1895  P.L.  126  seo.  1)  1929  P.L.  343  seo.  901  am.  1951  P.L.  318 
seo.  1. 

24.  1911  P.L.  62  8608.  1,  2  rep.  1955  P.L.  855  seo.  601  but  reen. 
as  am.  In  sec.  407(a,  b) ;  1929  P.L.  620  No.  258. 

25.  1879  P.L.  112  seo.  7  supp.  1889  P.L.  420  sec.  7  am.  1905  P.L. 
186  rep.  1913  P.L.  509  sec.  19  but  reen.  in  seo.  7. 

26.  1956  P.L.  414  sec.  11(b)  am.  1957  P.L.  655  further  am.  1959 
P.L.  76. 

27.  1899  P.L.  41. 

28.  1827  P.L.  154  sec.  6;  1875  P.L.  52  sec.  1. 

29.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  55  sup.  1775,  VIII  St.  at  L.  412  seo.  1 
supp.  1893  P.L.  108;  1775,  VIII  St.  at  L.  412  seo.  4  am.  1878  P.L.  155 
sec.  1;  1775,  VIII  St.  at  L.  412  sec.  6;  1827  P.L.  9  sec.  1;  1865  P.L. 
188  seo.  1;  1870  P.L.  15  sec.  1;  1885  P.L.  156  No.  125;  1895  P.L.  115 
sec.  1;  1925  P.L.  615  am.  1951  P.L.  558  No.  191;  1927  P.L.  558. 

50.   1907  P.L.  35  seo.  1  sup.  1921  P.L.  649  seo.  1. 
31.   1907  P.L.  284;  1921  P.L.  860. 
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Iff 's   and  coroner's   deeds^^    have  been   recorded   in  a  separate 
book  since   I905.      Other  types   of   conveyances   found   in   the 
Deed  Book  are   co\anty   commissioners'    deeds,53     treasurer's 
deeds   and   deeds  made    In  pursuance   of  a   court  decree, 34    and 
deeds   recorded   In  the   former  Land  Office .35      Deeds   must  be 
entered   on  the    indexes  at   the    time    that   they  are   recorded.SS 

This   officer  likewise    records   all  mortgages.37      These 
Include   not  only  mortgages   on   real   estate,   but  mortgages   on 
leaseholdsPS     and   chattel  aiortgages39    such  as  mortgages   on 
vessels4<5    and  mortgages  which  are   collateral  for  a  loan  from 
the   Federal  Government ,41       On   the  margin  of  the    recorded 
mortgage    is   entered  any   satlsfactlon,42    assignment, 43    or   re- 
lease.**     Postponement  of   lien  of  a  mortgage,    to  be   legal, 
must  be   entered  somewhere  on  the  mortgage  or  made   into  a 
written  agreement.     Whichever   is   the   case,    it  must  be   at- 
tested and   recorded, 45      when  action   is  brought  on  a  mortgage 
which  is   on   record,    the   prothonotary   furnishes    the   recorder 
with  a  memorandxam  containing   the   names   of  the   parties,    the 
number  of   the    case,    the   term  of   court,    and   the   date   of   the 
action.     These   facts  are   then  entered  on  the   record  of  the 
mortgage, 46      All  mortgages  have   priority  according    to  the 
time   when   they  wete    recorded.      Therefore    the    recorder  of 
deeds  must  endorse   the   exact   time   upon  all  mortgages   and  num- 
ber them  chronologically .47      Two    indexes   have    to  be   provided 
for  all  mortgages   recorded   in  this   office .48 


52.     1799,   3  Sm.L.  386  reen.   1806  P.L.  572  eeo.  2;   1901  P.L.  431 
860.  46.     The  recorder  must  infonn  the  prothonotary  where  the  record  of 
such  deeds  may  be  found,    1905  P.L.   265  sec.  5. 

33.     1849  P.L.  344  seo.   2. 

54.     1846  P.L.   124  seo.   1. 

36.     1828  P.L.  37  sec.   1. 

36.  1875  P.L.  32  seo.  2. 

37.  1715,    III  St.   at  L,  55  supp.   1776,  VIII  St.  at  L.  412  seo.   2 
supp.   1895  P.L,   108  seo.  2;   1775,  VIII  St.  at  L.  412   sec.  6;   1827  P.L. 
9  seo.  1;   1863  P.L.   188  seo,   1;   1870  P.L.   13  seo.   1;   1885  P.L.   156  No. 
125;   1895  P.L.  113  seo.   1;   1921  P.L.  649j   1925  P.L.  613  am.  1931  P.L. 
558  No.  191. 

38.  1855  P.L.  568  seo.  8;   1876  P.L.   160  sec.   1;   1889  P.L,   197  seo, 
2, 

59.     1887  P.L.  75  sees.  2,   5  am.   1891  P.L.   102. 

40.  1929  P.L.   14  sees.   5-6. 

41.  1955  P.L.  6  sees.  2,  5  am.  1955  P.L.  58;  1936  (Sp,  Sess.)  P.L. 
47  sees.  1-3. 

42.  1816,  6  Sm.L.  309  seo.  5;  1823  P.L.  216  sec.  1;  1856  P.L.  304 
seo.  1;  1915  P.L,  198, 

43.  1849  P.L.  524  seo.  14;  1876  P.L.  18  seo.  1;  1905  P.L.  527. 

44.  1953  P.L.  810  seo.  128. 

45.  1927  P.L.  409  No,  267. 

46.  1860  P.L.  630  seo.  1. 

47.  1820,  7  Sm.L.  503  am.  1915  P.L.  631  rep.  1927  P.L.  440  seo,  2 
but  reen.  in  sec.  1, 

48.  1827  P.L.  154  sec.  5;  1875  P.L,  32  seo.  1. 
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In  Adams   Coxmty  mortgages  were   recorded   In  the  Deed 
Book  until   I807  when  a   separate   Mortgage  Book  was   set  up. 
All   types   of  mortgages   are    recorded   there   except   chattel 
mortgages    Issued  tinder   the  Federal  Farm  Credit  Act.      These 
are   found   in   a  separate   group  of  volumes.      Notices   and  dis- 
charges  of   this    type   of  chattel  mortgages   are  also   on  file 
In  the   recorder's   office. 

This   officer  has  had   to   record  various   charters  given 
to  religious,    fraternal,    political,    and   commercial  organiza- 
tions.    The   type   of  charters   recorded   include   articles   of 
association  of  corporations ,49    certificates   authorizing 
changes    in  a  corporate   name,50    and  acceptances   of  reincor- 
poration.61      He   records   all  articles   of  establishment,    amend- 
ment,   or  dissolution  of  a   limited  partnership.52       Articles 
of   Incorporation  of   credit  unions  were    recorded  prior  to 
1957,53     and  articles   of   incorporation  and  various   other   pa- 
pers  relating   to    insurance    companies   are    still   recorded.** 
The   papers   relating   to  nonprofit  corporations   consist  of  re- 
cordings  of  articles   of   incorporation,    of  amendment,    and  of 
merger  or  consolidation,    as   well  as   notices   of  change   of  lo- 
cation  of  the   registered  offices   of  such  corporations .55      a 
few  other  miscellaneous    re6ords    relating   to   specific    types 
of   corporations  must  be    recorded  here,5o 

Various   agreements  must  be   placed  on   record  by   the   re- 
corder.     These    Include   all  agreements   about  public   land57 
and   all  written  agreements   relating   to   real  property  by   the 
terms   of  which  any   rights   or  privileges   of  a   permanent  na- 


49.  1874  P.L.   73  seo.  3  am.   1927  P.L.   353  No,  218  fiirther  am.   1931 
P.L,   10  No.  8  further  am.   1937  P.L.  2851,    rep.  as  to  nonprofit  corpora- 
tions  1933  P.L.  289  seo.   1102,    irep.  as  to  business  ooVporations   1933 
P.L.  364  seo.   1202,   rep.  as  to  associations   1933  P.L.  457  No.   102  sec. 
1302,   rep.  as  to  incorporated  institutions   1933  P.L.  624  sec.  1602;   1887 
P.L.  8  No.   9  seo.  2  am.   1899  P.L.   116;   1887  P.L.   365;   1893  P.L.  89  seo. 
2  rep.   1933  P.L.  624  seo.   1602;   Pa.  Att.  Gen.,   Official  Opinions,    1915- 
14,   pp.   116-120. 

50.  1903  P.L.   251  rep.  eis   to  insurance  oompanies   1929  P.L,  782  seo. 
3,   rep.  as  to  business  corpomtlons   1933  P.L.   364  seo.   1202,   rep.  as  to 
associations   1933  P.L,  364  seo.   1202,    rep.   as  to  incorporated  institu- 
tions  1933  P.L.  604  sec.  1602. 

51.  1909  P.L.   515   seo.  2. 

52.  1836  P.L.  143  sees.  11,  24  rep.  1917  P.L.  55  seo.  31  but  reen. 
in  sees.  2,  5. 

53.  1933  P.L.  1076  sec.  2E  am.  1937  P.L.  713. 

54.  1911  P.L.  559  sees.  6,  7;  1911  P.L.  569  sees.  6,  7;  1911  P.L. 
561  sees.  6,  7,  all  rep.  1921  P.L.  682  sec.  1101;  1921  P.L.  682  sees. 
213,  331,  334,  1921  P.L.  682  seo.  322  am.  1929  P.L.  782;  1921  P.L.  682 
seo.  337  am.  1931  P.L.  915  sec.  2. 

55.  1933  P.L.  289  seos.  208,  708,  808,  906;  1933  P.L.  289  sec.  316 
am.  1935  P.L.  1130. 

56.  1881  P.L,  69  No.  76  seo.  1;  1889  P.L.  211  seo.  4  am.  1901  P.L, 
514  seo.  3  further  am.  1905  P.L.  368  seo.  2;  1913  P.L.  16  sec,  3. 

57.  1811  P.L,  37  sec,  1. 
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ture  are  giranted  or  by  which  the  grantee  or  vendee  is  re- 
leased from  any  damages  to  the  property  at  any  future  time.68 
Also  recorded  here  are  trusts  for  real  property.  These  a- 
rise  when  one  person  makes  payment  for  a  property,  but  title 
is  given  to  another«59   A  number  of  papers  may  be  recorded 
here  on  request  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned.  These  in- 
clude letters  of  attorney ,60  receipts  for  taxes  on  unseated 
landsSl  and  for  payments  for  the  redemption  of  such  land,62 
releases,65  final  decrees  in  proceedings  concerning  the  ti- 
tle to  real  property ,64  certificates  of  bankruptcy ,6S  and  a- 
greements  for  the  benefit  of  creditors. 66  The  recoi?der  may 
also  record  deeds  of  trust,67  petitions  of  married  women 
claiming  their  separate  eamings,68  decrees  in  proceedings 
to  discharge  enciimbrances  due  and  unclaimed  for  21  years, 69 
all  written  instruments  which  a  married  woman  may  execute 
without  the  joinder  of  her  husband,70  and  agreements  of  sep- 
aration of  married  couples. 71 

Certain  orphans'  court  decrees  must  be  placed  on  record 
by  the  recorder  of  deeds.  These  include  elections  to  take 
under  or  against  a  will, 72  elections  to  take  real  estate  In- 
stead of  a  legacy  or  bequest, 75  decrees  of  the  right  of  a 
surviving  spouse  to  the  real  estate  of  an  intestate  who 
leaves  no  other  heirs, 74  decrees  of  presximption  of  death,76 
and  decrees  confirming  an  appraisement  of  real  estate  and 
setting  aside  the  property  for  the  use  of  the  widow  and  chil- 


58.  1931  P.L.  48  No.  40. 

59.  1901  P.L.  425  No.  233. 

60.  1854  P.L.  (1855)  724  seo.  1;  1886  P.L.  55;  1921  P.L.  1071  see* 
1  am.  1925  P.L.  102  rep.  8i8  to  assooiations  1935  P.L.  457  No.  108  seo. 
1302  and  to  inoorporated  institutions  1933  P.L.  624  seo.  1602. 

61.  1847  P.L.  279  seo.  1. 

62.  1850  P.L.  575  seo.  33. 

63.  1828  P.L.  490  seo.  1;  1866  P.L.  1065  seo.  1. 

64.  1871  P.L.  387. 

65.  1907  P.L.  159  seos.  1,  2. 

66.  1818,  7  Sm.L.  131  seo.  51  rep.  1901  P.L.  404  seo.  42  but  reen. 
Ill  seos.  3,  10.  The  aot  of  1901  was  superseded  by  the  Federal  Bank- 
ruptcy Act  1898,  30  U.S.  Stat.  544  oh.  541.  Therefore  the  aot  of  1818 
is  still  in  effect.   1855  P.L.  415  seo.  Ij  1857  P.L,  298  sec.  2j  Hoover 
T.  Ober,  43  Super.  308  (1909) j  La very  ▼.  Beatty,  28  Dist.  612  (1919;. 

67.  1854  P.L.  603  seo.  1. 

68.  1872  P.L.  35  seo.  2. 

69.  1895  P.L,  44  No.  30  sec,  1  rep,  as  to  orphans'  court  proceed- 
ings 1917  P,L,  447  see,  63, 

70.  1897  P.L,  83  No.  63, 

71.  1897  P.L.  212. 

72.  1911  P.L.  79  rep.  1917  P.L.  403  seo.  27  but  reen.  in  sec. 
23(c)  anu  1929  P.L.  648. 

73.  1917  P.L.  447  seo.  32(a). 

74.  1917  P.L,  429  sec.  17(b). 
76.  1917  P.L.  447  seo.  6(f). 
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dren«76   jn  addition,  there  may  be  recorded  proceedings  in 
orphans'  court  for  the  division  of  a  piece  of  property  among 
the  devisees. 77 

A  nximber  of  records  pertaining  to  the  boroughs  and  town- 
ships of  the  county  are  kept  in  the  recorder's  office.  He 
records  applications  and  court  decrees  for  the  establishment 
of  boroughs, 78  for  the  annulment  of  borough  charters ,79  and 
for  the  changing  of  borough  bovmdary  lines. 80   Also  on  file 
are  copies  of  municipal  ordinances  vacating  streets  and  al- 
leys,81  of  plans  for  the  construction  of  various  public 
works  in  the  township3,82  and  of  court  decrees  providing  for 
the  transfer  of  lands  to  or  from  the  cotinty.83 

In  Adams  County  the  various  charters,  agreements,  con- 
tracts, orphans'  court  papers,  and  papers  concerning  bor- 
oughs and  townships  have  been  recorded  in  the  Miscellaneous 
Docket  since  I902.  Any  of  these  papers  which  had  to  be  re- 
corded prior  to  1902  are  found  in  the  Deed  Book.  Special 
grantor  and  grantee  indexes  have  been  prepared  which  cover 
all  of  these  records, 8*  whether  they  are  found  in  the  Deed 
Book  or  in  the  Miscellaneous  Docket. 

The  recorder  must  record  several  types  of  commissions, 
bonds,  and  oaths.  He  records  the  commissions  of  all  offi- 
cer&who  must  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor  before  they  may 
assume  office .85   These  include  the  sheriff  and  coroner ,86 
the  prothonotary,  clerk  of  courts,  clerk  of  orphans'  court, 
register  of  wills,  and  recorder  of  deeds,87  and  the  justices 
of  the  peace. 88  Formerly,  commissions  of  industrial  police- 
men89  and  certificates  of  appointment  of  the  county  treas- 
urerSO  were  also  recorded  here.   Since  I929  the  recorder  has 


76.  1917  P.L.  447.  eeo.  12(k). 

77.  1923  P.L.  846  seo.  6. 

78.  1895  P.L.  389  No.  276  seo.  1  rep.  1915  P.L,  512  oh,  XIII  seo, 
1(a)  but  reeu,  in  sec,  4  rep,  1927  P.L.  519  seo,  5301  but  reen.  in  seo, 
204;  1903  P.L.  165  No.  120. 

79.  1913  P.L.  910  rep.  1927  P.L.  519  seo.  5301;  1915  P.L,  312  oh, 
II  art.  V  seo.  3  rep.  1927  P.L.  519  seo.  3301  but  reen,  in  seo,  302. 

80.  1907  P.L.  264  sec.  3  rep.  1915  P.L.  312  oh.  XIII  art.  I  seo, 
1(0)  but  reen.  in  ch.  Ill  art.  I  rep.  1927  P.L.  519  seo,  3301  but  reen, 
in  sees.  406,  452. 

81.  1907  P.L.  225  No.  171. 

82.  1933  P.L.  103  seo.  1141;  1935  P.L.  1308. 

83.  1915  P.L.  274  No.  170  seo.  6  sup.  1925  P.L.  1050  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen,  in  sec.  46. 

84.  1827  P.L.  154  sec.  5;  1875  P.L.  32  seo.  1. 

85.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  55. 

86.  Ibid.,  sec.  211. 

87.  1839  P.L.  659  sec.  3. 

88.  1839  P.L.  376  sec.  5  sup.  1887  P.L.  12  seo.  4. 

89.  1929  P.L.  546  sec.  6  rep.  1935  P.L.  348. 

90.  1811  P.L.  145  sec.  23  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  see.  52  but  rep.  1841 
P.L.  400. 


94  ADAMS  COUNTY 


also  had  to  place  on  record  the  deed  of  appointment  of  the 
sheriff's  chief  deputy .91   He  records  the  oaths  taken  by  the 
hoard  of  revl3ion92  and  railroad  policemen, 93   The  bonds  on 
record  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  include  those 
of  justices  of  the  peace, 9^  the  sheriff  and  coroner,95  and 
the  county  commissioners. 96   in  addition  there  are  the  bonds 
given  by  the  county  treasurei®^  and  the  register  of  wills98 
as  security  for  the  paying  over  of  State  fvmds  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. The  bonds  of  the  former  deputy  surveyor  are  also 
recorded  here .99   All  of  these  matters  were  recorded  in  the 
Deed  Book  until  I90I  when  a  separate  Commission  Docket  was 
established,  A  special  index  has  been  prepared  for  the  com- 
missions recorded  in  the  Deed  Book  from  I87I4.  until  I9OI, 

The  recorder  must  keep  a  record  of  all  the  fees  re- 
ceived by  him  or  by  anyone  employed  in  his  off ice, 100   In 
Adams  County  the  records  of  the  recorder's  fees  which  have 
been  preserved  are  for  two  brief  periods  during  the  nine- 
teenth century  and  for  all  the  years  since  1909* 

The  recorder  of  deeds  is  obliged  to  record  all  plans 
for  subdivisions  of  land  within  the  coianty.lOl   These  have 
been  placed  in  the  Deed  Book, 

A  number  of  other  records  are  kept  by  this  officer, 
some  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  and  others  as  a  result  of 
statutory  requirements.  He  has  kept  certain  instiniments 
which  have  been  left  for  recording  but  were  never  claimed 
by  their  owners.  The  old  record  entitled  Entry  Book  is  a 
temporary  recording  of  various  instruments  which  were  later 
recorded  in  the  Deed  Book,  The  recorder  is  supposed  to  keep 
warrantee  tract  maps  of  the  covinty  which  were  prepared  \ander 


91,  1929  P,L,  1278  seo,  187, 

92,  1933  P,L,  853  seo,  501, 

93,  1865  P.L.  225  sec,  3, 

94,  1840  P.L,  294  seo,  4, 

95,  1791,  3  8hi,L.  8  seo,  1;  18S4  P,L,  537  seo,  68  rep.  1929  P,L, 
1278  sec,  1051  but  reen.  as  am,  in  seo,  182;  1939  P,L,  359  seo,  2, 

96,  1929  P,L,  1278  seo,  102, 

97,  1821  P,L,  244  seo,  6  rep,  1828  P,L,  498  seo,  3  but  reen,  in 
see,  1  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  seo.  34  rep.  1929  P.L,  1278  seo,  1051  bvtt 
reen,  in  sec,  145, 

98,  1830  P,L,  272  seo,  9;  1832  P,L.  135  seo,  1  rep,  1917  P.L,  415 
seo,  26  but  reen,  in  seo,  l(b-2). 

99,  1785,  2  Sm,L.  317  seo,  11  rep,  by  1850  P,L,  434  seo,  5  which 
abolished  this  office, 

100,  1868  P.L,  3  sec.  8  par.  7  am,  1901  P,L,  175,  By  the  act  of 
1810  P,L,  79  seo,  1  these  accounts  had  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Auditor 
General,  This  act  was  sup,  for  counties  of  less  than  150,000  popula- 
tion by  1874  P,L,  125  seo.  1  am.  1909  P.L.  77  further  am,  1921  P,L.  69 
further  am.  1937  P.L.  2786. 

101.  1893  P.L,  329  seo.  1;  1895  P.L.  124  seo,  1  am,  1899  P,L.  123; 
1913  P.L,  565, 
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the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs. 102   prom 
1885  until  1897  he  kept  a  dental  register  which  contained 
recorded  copies  of  the  diplomas  and  of  the  educational  and 
professional  records  of  the  dentists  who  practiced  in  the 
county .103   This  book  has  not  been  preserved  in  Adams  Coion- 
ty.  Every  notary,  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  office,  is 
supposed  to  deposit  his  register  and  any  other  public  papers 
with  the  recorder  of  deeds  who  prepares  certified  copies  of 
any  parts  of  them  for  interested  persons. 104   This  practice 
is  very  seldom  followed,  however,  and  in  Adams  Covinty,  as  in 
most  counties,  there  are  no  notaries'  registers  in  the  re- 
corder's office.  The  recorder  has  kept  a  record  of  the  dis- 
charges of  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,105  and  a  record 
of  the  receipt  of  such  discharge  papers  sent  in  for  record- 
ing since  1919*  Unless  otherwise  stated,  all  records  are 
fovmd  in  the  office  vault. 


Conveyances 

55.  DEED  BOOK,  1799— •   1^9  vols.  (2  series  labeled  by 
letters  of  alphabet;  55-ll4-9)»  Title  varies:  Rec- 
ord Book,  1799-1811,  k   vols. 
Recorded  copies  of  deeds,  showing  date  of  Instrument,  names 
of  grantor  and  grantee,  location  and  description  of  property, 
nature  of  instrument,  amovmt  of  consideration,  and  dare  of 
recording.  Record  Book  A,  I799-I802,  also  shows  date  of  es- 
tablishment of  cotinty  and  description  of  county.  Also  con- 
tains: Mortgage  Book,  I8OO-I806,  entry  59;  Miscellaneous 
Docket,  1800-1901,  enti?y  68;  Commission  Docket,  I8OO-I9OO, 
entry  7I;  Release  Book,  I8OO-I882,  entry  229.  Arr.  chron. 
by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
names of  grantee  and  grantor;  for  general  indexes,  see  en- 
tries 5l|.-57;  for  indexes  to  mortgages,  I8OO-I806,  see  en- 
tries 61,  65,  65;  to  miscellaneous  instruments,  I8OO-I9OI, 
see  entries  69,  7O;  to  commissions,  18714.-1900,  see  entry  72. 
Hdw.  and  typed.  Aver.  625  pp.  I8  x  12  x  5, 

5I4..   GRANTORS  INDEX  TO  DEEDS,  1799  —  -   J-0  vols,  (la- 
beled by  contained  letters  of  alphabet).  Title 
varies:  General  Index  to  Deeds  Grantors,  I8OO- 
1937,  9  vols. 

Index  to  Deed  Book,  entry  55,  showing  names  of  grantor  and 

grantee,  dates  of  instrument  and  recording,  and  vol.  and  p. 

reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  erant- 

or.  Hdw.  Aver.  14.00  pp.  I7  x  llj.  x  2i. 


102.  1907  P.L.  621  No.  483  am.  1911  P.L.  277  further  am«  1921  P.L. 
63. 

103.  1883  P.L.  129  sees.  1,  3  rep.  1897  P.L.  206  seo.  16. 

104.  1791,  3  Sm.L.  6  seo.  6;  1846  P.L.  334  seo.  2. 

105.  1868  P.L.  73  seo.  1  am.  1913  P.L.  81  further  am.  1919  P.L.  364. 
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55.  GRANTORS  INDEX,  I799-I899.   2  vols.   Title  varies: 
Grantors  General  Index,  I799-I878,  1  vol. 

Obsolete  Index  to  Deed  Book,  entry  55*  showing  information 
as  in  entry  5^^*  Arr.  alph,  by  first  letter  of  sxirname  of 
grantor.   Hdw.  Aver,  5OO  pp.  I8  x  12  x  2^.  Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

56.  GRANTEES  INDEX  TO  DEEDS,  1799—.  10  vols,  (la- 
beled by  contained  letters  of  alphabet) .  Title 
varies:  General  Index  to  Deeds,  1799-1957,  9  vols. 

Index  to  Deed  Book,  entry  53*  showing  names  of  grantee  and 
guantor,  dates  of  deed  and  recording,  location  of  property, 
and  vol.  and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  grantee.  Hdw.  Aver.  1+00  pp.  I7  x  II4.  x  2^. 

57.  GRANTEES  GENERAL  INDEX,  I799-I899.   1  vol. 
Obsolete  index  to  Deed  Book,  entry  55*  showing  information 
as  in  entry  ^6,     Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
grantee.  Hdw.   600  pp.  I9  x  I5  x  3.  Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

58.  SHERIFPS  DEED  BOOK,  I905— .   5  vols.  (A-C). 
1893-1905  in  Sheriffs  Deed  Book,  entry  I3I. 

Recorded  copies  of  sheriffs  deeds,  showing  court  term  and 
case  no.,  names  of  former  owner  and  purchaser,  location  and 
description  of  property,  type  of  writ,  date  of  sale,  amoxmt 
involved,  and  date  of  court  acknowledgment.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  acknowledgment.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surnames  -of  grantor  and  grantee.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  1905-57; 
typed  on  ptd.  fm.  I957— .  Aver,  5OO  pp.  18  x  12  x  5. 

Encumbrances 

59.  MORTGAGE  BOOK,  I807— .  1+9  vols,  (lettered). 
1800-1806  in  Deed  Book,  entry  55. 

Recorded  copies  of  mortgages,  showing  names  and  addresses  of 
mortgagee  and  mortgagor;  location  and  description  of  proper- 
ty; amount;  and  dates  of  recording.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  re- 
corded.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  mort- 
gagee and  mortgagor;  for  index,  I807-I956,  see  entry  62; 
1957 — »  see  entries  65  and  6I4..  Hdw.  and  typed.  Aver.  600 
pp.  18  X  12  X  5. 

60.  (MORTGAGE  BOOK),  I8OO.   1  vol. 

Obsolete  record  of  mortgages,  showing  information  as  in  en- 
try 59«  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  recording.   Indexed  alph. 
by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  mortgagee  and  mortgagor. 
Hdw,  100  pp.   7x9x1.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

61.  GENERAL  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES,  I8OO-I956.   10  vols, 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  mortgages  recorded  in  Deed  Book,  I8OO-I606,  entry 
55#  and  to  Mortgage  Book,  entry  59*  showing  names  of  parties, 
location  of  property,  dates  entered  and  satisfied,  and  vol. 
and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of 
parties.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  I80  pp.  17  x  I5  x  2. 
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62.  INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES  (Mortgagor),  I957— .   2  vols, 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  mortgages  recorded  in  Mortgage  Book,  entry  59, 
showing  information  as  in  entry  6l,  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  mortgagor.  Typed  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver,  II8 
pp.  18  X  15  X  5. 

63.  MORTGAGOR  (Index),  I8OO-I905.   5  vols.   Title 
varies:  Mortgagor  Index,  I807-85,  1  vol. 

Obsolete  index  to  Mortgage  Book,  entry  59 »  showing  informa- 
tion as  in  entry  6I.  Arr,  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  mortgagor.  Aver,  55O  pp,  I6  x  12  x  2, 

6U.   INDEX  TO  MORTGAGES  (Mortgagee),  I937--,   2  vols, 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 
Index  to  mortgages  recorded  in  Mortgage  Book,  entry  59> 
showing  information  as  in  entry  61,  Arr,  alph,  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  mortgagee.  Typed  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver, 
118  pp,  18  X  15  X  5, 

65.  MORTGAGEE  (Index),  I8OO-I905,  5  vols.  Title  var- 
ies: Mortgagee  Index,  I807-05,  1  vol. 

Obsolete  index  to  Mortgage  Book,  entry  59,  showing  infonna- 
tion  as  in  entry  61,  Arr,  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  mortgagee.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver,  25O  pp,  I6  x  12  x  2, 

66.  CHATTEL  MORTGAGE  BOOK,  1935  —  .   2  vols,  (1,  2). 
Recorded  copies  of  chattel  mortgages  issued  under  the  Feder- 
al Farm  Credit  Act,  showing  date,  names  and  addresses  of 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee,  location  and  description  of  chat- 
tels, terms  and  conditions,  and  dates  recorded  and  satis- 
fied, Arr.  chron,  by  date  recoixied.   Indexed  alph,  by  first 
letter  of  surnames  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee.  Typed  on  ptd.' 
fm.   Aver,  55O  pp.  I8  x  12  x  5  3A.. 

67.  CROP  LOAN  COMMISSION,  I93I4-— .   1  f  .h. 

Notices  and  discharges  of  Federal  chattel  mortgages,  showing 
serial  no.,  name  and  address  of  mortgagor,  amount  involved, 
dates  of  filing  aiid  satisfaction,  and  official  signatures, 
Arr,  chron,  by  date  filed.  No  index.  Typed  on  ptd,  fm, 
10  X  Ij.  5A  3C  lU, 

Contracts,  Agreements,  and  Court  Papers 

68.  MISCELLANEOUS  DOCKET,  1902—.   I3  vols,  (A-M)  . 
1600-1901  in  Deed  Book,  entry  53. 

Recorded  copies  of  miscellaneous  instruments,  showing  date 
and  character  of  instrument,  names  of  parties,  and  date  re- 
corded, Arr.  chron,  by  date  recorded.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surnames  of  parties;  for  indexes,  see  en- 
tries 69,  70.   Hdw.  1902-22;  typed  1922--.  Aver.  "520  pp. 
18  X  12  X  3i. 

69.  MISCELLANEOUS  INDEX  GRANTOR,  I8OO— .  k   vols, 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  miscellaneous  instriiments  recorded  in  Deed  Book, 
entry  55 »  ^^^  Miscellaneous  Docket,  I902 — ,  entry  68,  show- 
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Ing  names  of  parties,  date  and  type  of  Instrument,  date  re- 
corded, and  vol,  and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  grantor.  Hdv?.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  555  pp. 
17  X  15  X  2i. 

70.  MISCELLANEOUS  INDEX  GRANTEE,  I8OO— .  k   vols, 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  miscellaneous  instruments  recorded  in  Deed  Book, 
entry  55,  and  Miscellaneous  Docket,  I902 — ,  entry  68,  show- 
ing names  of  parties,  date  and  type  of  instrument,  date  re- 
corded, and  vol.  and  p.  reference.  Arr,  alph,  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  grantee.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  555  pp. 
17  X  15  X  2i, 

Comm-issions,  Oaths,  and  Bonds 

71.  COMMISSION  DOCKET,  I9OI--,   I4.  vols,  (A-D). 
1800-1900  in  Deed  Book,  entry  55, 

Recorded  copies  of  commissions,  oaths,  and  bonds  of  alder- 
men, justices  of  the  peace,  notaries,  and  county  officers, 
showing  names  and  addresses  of  parties,  date  and  natxire  of 
instrument,  and  date  recorded,  Arr.  chron,  by  date  record- 
ed. Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnamss  of  parties. 
Hdw,  and  typed.   Aver.  625  pp.  I8  x  12  x  5, 

For  original  bonds  and  oaths  of  public  officials,  see 
entries  8I,  I88-I9O,  203 . 

72.  C0!«MISSI0N  INDEX,  l87i4.-1901,   1  vol. 

Index  to  commissions  recorded  in  Deed  Book,  entry  55*  show- 
ing name  of  official,  type  of  instrument,  and  vol,  and  p. 
reference,  Arr,  alph,  by  surname  of  official.  Hdw,   200  pp. 
ll^.  X  9  X  li. 

Accounts 

75.   REGISTER  AND  RECORDERS  COUNTER  BOOK,  l8l2-l8, 

1821-23,  1909  —  .   lU  vols.  (5  vols.  1-5;  9  vols, 
unlabeled).  Title  varies:  Register  Books,  l8l2-l8, 
1821-23,  3  vols.;  Records,  I909-16,  U  vols. 
Record  of  instriiments  deposited  for  recording  and  fees  re- 
ceived, showing  date,  names  of  parties,  character  of  instru- 
m.ent,  and  amoimt  of  fees  received.  Arr,  chron,  by  date  of 
entry.   No  index,   Hdw,  and  hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.   Aver,  3OO  pp, 
l6i  X  12  X  2^.   5  vols,,  1812-18,  1821-23,  bsmt,  vlt.  A; 
11  vols.,  1909—,  off,  vlt. 

fk*      RECORD  (Recorder's  Fee  Book),  I932— .   2  vols. 
Monthly  record  of  fees  received  for  services  rendered,  show- 
ing date;  no,,  type,  and  description  of  instrxjment;  names 
of  parties;  amount  of  fee;  and  total  amoxint  for  month,   Arr, 
chron,  by  date  of  receipt.   No  index.   Hdw,  Aver,  5OO  PP* 
llj.  X  10  X  2. 

Miscellaneous 

75.   ENTRY  BOOK,  I8OO-I832,  k   vols.   Discontinued, 
Temporary  recording  of  deeds  and  other  instrviments  which  are 
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later  recorded  in  Deed  Pook,  entry  55*  showing  date  and  char- 
acter of  instrument,  nar.e  of  parties,  and  date  filed.   Arr, 
chron.  by  date  filed.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
names of  parties.   Hdw,  Aver.  70  pp.  I6  x  10  x  ij.  Bsmt. 
vlt.  A. 

76.  DEEDS,  MORTGAGES,  ETC.,  I788-9I4.,  I798-I8OI,  I8O6— . 
2  ctns.,  10  f.b. 

Instruments  left  for  recording  and  remaining  unclaimed,  show- 
ing no.,  names  of  parties,  date  and  character  of  instrument, 
location  and  description  of  property,  consideration,  date 
recorded,  official  seals  and  signatures,  and  vol.  and  p.  of 
recording.   Arr,  chron,  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  ptd.  fm.   Ctn.  18  x  10  x  6;  f  .b.  10  x  l<.  x  lij..  2 
ctns.,  1788-189!^,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  10  f.b.,  188I— ,  off.  vlt. 

77.  DEEDS  AND  MORTGAGES,  l851-5l<..   1  vol. 
Preliminary  entry  book  of  deeds  and  mortgages  left  for  re- 
cording, showing  names  of  grantee,  grantor,  attorneys,  no- 
tary public,  and  recorder;  location  and  description  of  prop- 
erty, amount  paid,  and  dates  of  transaction  and  recording, 
Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  receipt.  No  index.  Hdw.  l+O  pp,  12 
X  7^  X  3A«   Bsmt.  vlt.  A, 

78.  SOLDIERS,  SAILORS  AND  MRINES,  I863-68,  I9I9  — . 
2  vols,  (dated).  Title  varies:  Record  of  Sol- 
diers Discharges,  I865-68,  1  vol. 

Recorded  copies  of  discharges,  showing  name,  physical  de- 
scription, branch  of  service,  dates  and  places  of  enlistment 
and  discharge,  and  rank  and  service  record  of  veteran;  and 
date  recorded.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  recorded.   Indexed  alph. 
by  first  letter  of  surname  of  veteran.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
Aver.  730  pp.  17  X  ll^.  X  5. 

For  other  military  records,  see  entries  514.-1^.5, 

79.  RECORD  (Receipt  of  Soldiers'  Discharges),  I919 — , 
1  vol.  (1). 

Record  of  soldiers'  discharges  sent  in  for  recording,  show- 
ing name  and  address  of  veteran,  dates  received  and  returned, 
receipt  no.,  date  recorded,  and  how  delivered.  Arr.  chron, 
by  date  of  receipt.   No  index.   Hdw.   6OO  pp.  I5  x  8  x  2. 
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Evolution  and  Structviral  Organization 

When  Adams  County  was  created  In  1800  the  prothonotary 
had  already  become  an  Important  figure  in  Pennsylvania 
county  government.   James  Duncan,  the  first  prothonotary  of 
Adams  County,  acted  also  as  clerk  of  courts,  register  of 
wills,  and  recorder  of  deeds  until  1821.   In  that  year  there 
was  a  separation  of  the  office  of  prothonotary  from  the 
othe'rs  and  this  separation  has  continued  to  date.^ 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  1790  those 
officers  whose  manner  of  appointment  was  not  otherwise  de- 
scribed therein  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor.   This 
practice  was  established  for  Adams  County  when  it  was  creat- 
ed. Election  replaced  gubernatorial  appointment  in  1838  and 
the  term  of  the  prothonotary  was  fixed  at  3  years.  2   An 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  1874,  passed  in  1909,  ex- 
tended the  term  to  4  years. 3 

The  prothonotary  must  be  an  American  citizen  and  resi- 
dent of  the  covinty  for  at  least  a  year  before  assviming  of- 
fice.* He  cannot  practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  nor  can  he,  at  the  time  of  holding  officei,  al- 
so be  a  justice  of  the  peace, 5   He  cannot  serve  as  treaa\arer 
while  in  offlceS   and  ineligibility  to  the  office  of  control- 
ler continues  for  2  years  after  his  term  as  prothonotary  has 
expired. 7 

If  the  elected  prothonotary  dies  before  assuming  office 
the  Governor  may  appoint  a  successor  who  holds  office  until 
the  first  general  election  occurring  no  sooner  than  3  months 
after  the  death  of  the  elected  prothonotary.   If  a  vacancy 
occurs  in  any  other  manner  a  successor  is  elected  at  the 
first  general  election  occurring  no  sooner  than  3  months  af- 
ter such  vacancy.8   Meanwhile  the  deputy  prothonotary  serves 
as  prothonotary. 


1.  1839  P.L.  559  seo.  Ij  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  221,  222j  Pennsyl- 
vania Manual,  1939,  p.  954. 

Tl     ^nst.  1838,  art.  VI,  sec.  3;  1839  p.L.  559  sec.  1. 

3.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  2  as  am.  1909. 

4.  Const.,  art.  XIV.,  seo.  3. 

5.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  75;  1874  P.L.  186  No.  120  sec.  4;  1929  P.L, 
1278  seo.  223. 

6.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  142. 

7.  1895  P.L.  403  sec.  2;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  132. 

8.  1839  P.L.  559  sec.  4;  1897  P.L.  4  seo.  1. 
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The  prothonotary  may  appoint  a  firsts  and  secondlO  dep- 
uty who  act  In  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  their 
orinclpal.  The  prothonotary  must  also  detail  as  many  clerks 
or  deputies  as  are  necessary  to  enable  the  judges  properlj^ 
to  dispose  of  the  business  of  the  court .^^ 

Functions  and  Records 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  has  ruled  that  the 
prothonotary  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  is  merely  the 
clerk  of  that  court.  As  such  it  is  his  duty  to  keep  records 
pertaining  to  all  civil  cases  and  establish  dockets  and 
books  for  the  maintenance  of  such  records. 12   The  prothono- 
tary must  give  bond  and  deliver  his  records  to  his  succes- 
sor. The  amount  of  the  bond  is  fixed  by  the  Governor. 15 
The  court  of  common  pleas  may  Inquire  into  the  manner  of  per- 
formance of  his  official  duties  and  into  the  solvency  of  his 
sure  tie 3. 14 

The  duties  of  the  prothonotary  were  first  prescribed  by 
act  of  Assembly  in  1710.15   A  statute  of  I715  directed  the 
prothonotary  to  draw  up  trial  lists,  and  provided  that  all 
records  and  dockets,  minutes  and  processes  of  the  provincial 
courts,  with  the  related  files,  were  to  be  lodged  with  him.lfi 
His  duties  were  further  defined  by  another  statute  of  I715 
by  which  he  was  directed  to  enter  in  certain  books  the  names 
of  the  plaintiffs  and  defendants  in  every  writ  Issued,  with 
the  date,  the  debt  or  damages  sued  for,  and  the  name  of  the 
Justice  signing  each  writ.i^ 

Comprehensive  legislation  svmimarizing  the  powers  of  the 
prothonotary  was  passed  in  l35l4..1^   By  virtue  of  this  act  he 
was  given  the  following  powers:  To  sign  and  affix  the  seal 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  all  writs  and  processes,  and 
to  the  exemplification  of  all  records;  to  take  ball  in  civil 
actions  pending  in  this  court;  to  enter  judgments  at  the  in- 
stance of  plaintiffs,  upon  the  confession  of  defendants;  to 
sign  all  ju4gments;  and  to  take  acknowledgments  of  satisfac- 
tions of  judgments  or  decrees  entered  on  the  record  of  the 
court.   In  the  same  year  he  was  given  custody  of  the  seal 
and  records  of  the  court. 19   th  I859  he  was  empowered  to  ad- 


9.  1874  P.L.  43  No.  2  sec.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  224. 

10.  1897  P.L.  100  No.  83  sec.  1  am.  1917  P.L.  304  sec.  1  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  bvtt  reen.  in  sec.  228. 

11.  1875  P.L.  26  sec. .2. 

12.  F.  M.  Whitney  v.  James  Hopkins,  135  Pa.  246  (1890). 

13.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  76;  1915  P.L.  198  No.  109  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  bvtt  reen.  in  sec.  225. 

14.  1846  P.L.  432  sec.  1. 

15.  1710,  II  St,  at  L.  301  sec,  12. 

16.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  73, 

17.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  125. 

18.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  77, 

19.  Ibid.,  sec.  23, 
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minister  oaths   and  affirmations   in  conriucting  the  business 
of  his   office  .20 

The  most  important  record  kept  by    the   prothonotary   is 
the   judgment  docket  or  index  which  was    Introduced  by   legis- 
lation in  1827 .^^      Upon   the  prothonotary   is   imposed   the  du- 
ty  of  copying  into  this   docket  every   judgment  or  award  of 
the   court. 

The  written  decisions   of  the   court   in  trials   without  a 
Jury  must  be   filed   in   the   office   of  the   prothonotary  who  no- 
tifies  the   parties   or  their  attorneys.      If  no  exception   is 
taken  within  a  prescribed  time   after  the   service   of   such  no- 
tice,   the  prothonotary  may  enter  judgment. 22 

The   courts  by   rule   or  standing  order  may  authorize   the 
prothonotary   to  enter   judgment  upon  praecipes   for  want  of 
an  appearance,   for  want  of  a  declaration  or  plea,    or   for 
want  of  an  affidavit  of  defense. 23 

Upon  application,    the   prothonotary  may  enter   judgment 
on  any  bond,    note,    or  other  instrument  containing  a  confes- 
sion of   judgment  in  favor   of  the  holder.24      But  before   the 
prothonorary     enters   judgment  other   than  upon  a  verdict  of 
the   court,    he  must  obtain  a  certificate   signed  by  the  plain- 
tiff.    Upon  entry  of  such   judgment  he   must   file   the   certif- 
icate    \mder   the   same  number  and  term  of   court  as   shown  on 
the  docket.     Within  1  month  he  must  deliver  to   the   county 
tax  assessing  authorities   a  written  report  of   its   entry   set- 
ting forth  the  date,   amotint,   number  and   term  of  court,    and 
names  and  addresses   of  all   parties. 25      Within  20  days   after 
entering  a   judgment  in  favor  of  the  Commonwea'Lth,    the   pro- 
thonotary must  report   the   same   to   the  State  Treasurer.*^ 

Liens   of  all    ^\xtigmen±at  recognizances,   executions   lev- 
ied on  real  estate   or   of  writs   of  scire   facias   to  revive   or 
have   execution  of   judgments,   must  be   indexed  in  the    judg- 
ment docket   in   the   county  where    the   land   is   situated. 27      All 
writs   of  scire   facias   to  revive   or  execute   a   judgment  must 
also  be   indexed   in  the   adsectum   judgment  docket. ^8      Judg- 


20.  1869  P.L.   194  sec.  1  rep.   1929  P.L,   1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  226. 

21.  1827  P.L.  154  sec.  3;   1877  P.L.  34  sec.   1. 

22.  1874  P.L.   109  sec.  2;   1935  P.L.  640  sec.  1. 

23.  1889  P.L.  41  sec.  1;   1915  P.L.  483  sec.   17;   1929  P.L.  627  sec. 
5;  Exiles  of  Court  of  Adams  County,  Rule  88b  (typewritten  manuscripts   in 
office  of  prothonotary,  Adams  Covirtty  courthouse),   hereinafter  cited  as 
Rules  of  Court.     For  Adams  County  special  legislation  concerning  judg- 
ments for  want  of  an  affidavit  of  defense,  see  1868  P.L.   780. 

24.  1806  P.L.   334,   4  Sm.L.   270  sec.   28. 

25.  1929  P.L.  1804  sec.  1  am.  1937  P.L.  2325  No.  445  sec.  1. 

26.  1811  P.L.  145,  5  Sm.L.  228  sec.  30. 

27.  1856  P.L.  532  sec.  3. 

28.  1879  P.L,  134  seo.  2, 
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ments  compelling  the  assignment  of  mortgages  must  be  certi- 
fied to  the  recorder  of  deeds. 29 

Althoxigh  the  prothonotary  is  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  of  common  pleas,  he  is  required  to  enter  upon  dockets 
judgments  of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
StatesSO  and  matters  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  de- 
cedents' estates. 31 

Much  legislation  has  been  passed  bearing  upon  the  du- 
ties of  the  prothonotary  pertaining  to  the  satisfaction  of 
judgments.  As  early  as  1791^2  the  legislature  provided  that 
the  plaintiff  in  any  judgment,  having  received  satisfaction, 
must  enter  such  satisfaction  in  the  office  of  the  prothono- 
tary upon  the  defendant's  request.  Failing  to  comply  with 
such  request  for  a  period  of  90  days,  he  became  liable  to 
incur  the  penalties  provided  by  the  act. 

An  act  of  I891''  provides  that  where  any  judgment  has 
been  paid  and  fxilly  satisfied,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  prothon- 
otary to  enter  the  date  of  satisfaction  in  all  books,  dock- 
ets, and  Indexes  where  such  judgment  might  be  entered.  To 
the  same  effect  is  the  act  of  1861;?*  which  provides  that 
where  there  has  been  satisfaction  of  a  judgment  by  virtue  of 
an  execution,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  direct  the  pro- 
thonotary to  enter  satisfaction  upon  the  record.  Po-rmerly, 
before  such  an  order  of  the  court  could  be  Issued,  three  pre- 
liminary steps  were  necessary.  First,  there  had  to  be  an 
application  by  the  defendant;  second,  a  rule  to  show  cause 
why  the  judgment  should  not  be  marked  "Satisfied"  had  to  be 
granted;  and  third,  the  prothonotary  had  to  be  directed  to 
mark  the  entry  "Satisfied. "55 

In  cases  where  judgment  has  been  entered  and  obtained 
and  proceedings  to  open  or  annul  the  same  are  pending  and 
are  not  disposed  of,  the  defendant  may  pay  into  court  the  a- 
mount  of  the  judgment.   It  is  then  the  duty  of  the  prothono- 
tary to  mark  on  the  Judgment  Docket  "Lien  Discharged. "36 

The  prothonotary  must  furnish  the  recorder  of  deeds 
with  a  memorandum  of  suit  brought  upon  any  mortgage  or  re- 
cognizance of  record .37   whenever  such  mortgage  or  recogni- 
zance has  been  marked  "Satisfied"  the  prothonotary  upon  re- 
quest of  the  defendant  must  furnish  a  certificate  of  the  en- 


29.  1903  P.L.  327  sec.  1. 

30.  1895  P.L.  247  seo.  1;  1929  P.L.  1805  seo.  1. 

31.  1917  P.L,  363  seo.  18(b-5,  e-l);  1917  P.L.  447  sees.  15(a,  b, 
d),  lB(o),  5l(a,  b);  1919  P.L.  104  seo.  1. 

32.  1791,  3  SnuL.  32  seo.  14. 

33.  1891  P.L.  244  sec.  1. 

34.  1864  P.L.  52  seo.  1. 

35.  1876  P.L.  7  sec.  1. 

36.  1873  P.L.  331  sec.  4;  1909  P.L.  103  sec.  1. 

37.  1860  P.L.  630  sec.  1. 
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try  of  satisfaction. 38 

As  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  the  prothonotary 
has  been  provided  with  records  relating  to  actions  of  eject- 
ment.39   Without  motion  to  the  coiirt  the  prothonotary  has 
the  power  to  issue  writs  of  estrepment  to  prevent  waste  in 
any  case  where  an  action  of  ejectment  is  pending.40   in  ac- 
tions to  establish  mechanics'  liens  the  prothonotary  also 
has  duties  relating  to  the  keeping  of  records  and  whenever 
security  is  required  in  such  cases  it  may  be  approved  by  the 
prothonotary  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas  .*^ 

In  the  preparation  of  trial  lists  for  civil  cases  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  it  is  the  prothonotary 's  duty  to 
place  all  claims  for  wages  of  labor  first  on  the  llst.*2 

One  of  the  duties  of  the  prothonotary  is  to  choose  ar- 
bitrators in  compulsory  arbitration  proceedings.  However, 
he  may  delegate  this  duty  to  another  person  as  the  court  con- 
siders this  a  ministerial  rather  than  a  judicial  function.*3 
The  prothonotary  must  enter  awards  of  the  arbitrators  in  a 
docket,^   When  no  appeal  from  an  arbitrator's  award  has 
been  entered  within  the  prescribed  time  limit,  it  is  the  pro- 
thonotary' s  duty,  at  the  request  of  the  party  in  whose  favor 
the  award  was  made,  to  issue  execution  to  carry  the  judgment 
into  effect .46   Upon  application  of  either  party  the  prothon- 
otary must  enter  a  rule  to  take  the  depositions  of  aged  or 
infirm  witnesses  or  of  those  leaving  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  before  the  date  of  trial»*6 

In  all  civil  cases  the  parties  may,  by  written  agree- 
ment, submit  the  case  to  the  decision  of  any  person  admitted 
to  practice  law  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Penns^^^lvania  and 
the  prothonotary  notifies  the  person  selected  as  referee. 47 

Upon  the  application  of  any  persons  wishing  to  become 
parties  to  an  amicable  suit  the  prothonotary  must  enter  the 
application  without  the  agency  of  an  attorney,  and  upon  the 
filing  by  the  defendant  of  a  written  confession  of  the  amoimt 
due  to  the  plaintiff,  he  must  enter  judgment. 48   Parties  to 
an  amicable  action  may  present  a  written  agreement  to  the 


38.  1860  P.L.  630. 

39.  1806  P.L,   558,    4  Sm.L.   326   sec.   12;   1856  P.L.   532   sec.    2. 

40.  1803  P.L.  623,   4  Sm.L.  88  sec.  2. 

41.  1901  P.L.  431  sec.   50. 

42.  1877  P.L.   13  sec.   1,     The  duty  of  the  prothonotary  to  draw  up 
trial  lists   is  usioally  imposed  upon  him  by  rule  of  court. 

43.  Reading  Trust  Company  v.  Mattes    (appellant),   250  Pa.  414  (1915). 

44.  1836  P.L.   715  sees.   20,    23. 

45.  Ibid.,  sec.  34. 

46.  Ibid.,   sec,  47. 

47.  I874  P.L.   166  sees.  1,   2. 

48.  1806  P.L.   558,   4  Sm.L.   326  sec.  8. 
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prothonotary  who  files  and  enters  it  on  his  docket.   From 
the  moment  such  entry  Is  rrade,  the  action  is  deemed  to  be 
pending  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  defendant  had  appeared 
in  answer  to  a  sumnons  Issued  against  him  by  the  prothono- 
tary .49 

In  workmen's  compensation  cases  erroneously  brought  In 
the  court  of  common  pleas  instead  of  before  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Board,  the  prothonotary,  upon  request  of  either 
of  the  parties  certifies  the  case  including  all  the  proceed- 
ings held  before  the  court,  to  the  Poard.^o   All  workmen's 
compensation  papers  are  filed  with  the  prothonotary  who  Is 
required  to  enter  judgment  pursuant  to  compensation  agree- 
ments or  awards  and  modifies  or  satisfies  them  according  to 
subsequent  agreements  and  awards. 61 

Upon  filing  of  the  notice  of  an  appeal  from  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Board  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  the 
prothonotary  issues  a  writ  of  certiorari  to  the  Board,  com- 
manding it  to  certify  to  the  court  its  entire  record  in  the 
matter  within  10  days  after  service.   The  writ,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  exceptions,  is  mailed  by  the  prothonotary 
to  the  Bureau  of  Workmen's  Compensation  at  Harrisburg.52   as 
soon  as  judgment  is  rendered  on  the  appeal,  the  prothonotary 
sends  to  the  Board  a  certificate  of  the  judgment  with  a  copy 
of  any  opinion  filed  in  the  case,  and  within  5  days,  he  must 
give  notice  of  the  judgment  by  registered  mall  to  all  par- 
ties.53   The  prothonotary  must  make  a  monthly  report  to  the 
Board  of  the  disposition  of  all  appeals  taken  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas. 54 

At  the  expiration  of  the  period  allowed  for  an  appeal 
from-  the  judgment  of  the  common  pleas  court,  the  rdcord  of 
the  Board  is  remitted  to  it  by  the  prothonotary  \anles3  an 
appeal  has  been  taken.   If  such  appeal  is  taken,  the  record 
is  remitted  to  the  Board  by  the  prothonotary  on  its  return 
from  the  appellate  court. 55 

In  1953  the  prothonotary' s  duties  in  respect  to  associ- 
ations were  taken  away  and  reenacted  only  in  reference  to 
nonprofit  corporations .56   The  duties  relating  to  all  other 


49,  1836  P.L.  668  sec.  40, 

50,  1919  P,L.  764  sec.  1;  1921  P.L,  910  see.  1, 

51,  1915  P,L.  736  sec.  428;  1919  P.L.  642  sec,  6. 

52,  1915  P.L.  736  sec.  427;  1919  P.L.  642  sec.  6, 

53,  1915  P.L,  736  sec.  427;  1919  P.L.  642  sec,  6;  1931  P.L.  598 
sec,  1, 

54,  1915  P.L,  736  sec,  432;  1915  P,L,  736  sec.  433  supp.  1939  P.L. 
565;  1919  P.L.  642  sec.  6  as  reen.  and  am.  1937  P.L,  1552  sec,  1  fvir- 
ther  reen,  and  am,  1939  P.L,  520  sec.  1. 

55,  1915  P.L.  736  sec.  427;  1919  P.L.  642  sec,  6. 

56,  1856  P.L.  293  am.  1925  P.L.  403  sec.  1  rep.  insofar  as  it  re- 
lates to  nonprofit  corporations  1933  P.L.  289  sec.  1102;  to  business 
corporations  1933  P.L.  364  sec.  1202;  to  associations  1933  P.L.  547  No. 
108  sec.  1302;  and  to  incorporated  institutions  1933  P.L.  624  sec.  1602, 
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associations  were  ta]cen  over  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth.  The  prothonotary  must  make  a  monthly  return  to  the 
Department  of  State  of  the  incorporation  of  each  nonprofit 
corporation  and  issue  a  certified  copy  thereof  to  the  in- 
corporators .57 

The  prothonotary  must  make  a  monthly  report  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  which  includes  the  old  and  new  name  and 
address  of  the  registered  office  of  every  nonprofit  corpora- 
tion which  changed  its  name  during  the  preceding  month,°8 
This  report  includes  the  names  and  registered  offices  of  the 
C9nstituent  corporations  involved  in  merger,  consolidation^^ 
of  dissolutior^O  proceedings  consximir.ated  during  the  preced- 
ing month. 

When  the  com.mittee  appointed  to  care  for  the  estate  of 
a  l\inatic  or  habitual  drunkard  sells  or  mortgages  real  es- 
tate and  is  incapable  of  executing  a  deed  or  mortgage,  the 
court  may  direct  the  prothonotary  to  do  so  upon  petition  of 
the  purchaser  or  mortgagee .61   Like  proceedings  may  be  in- 
stituted if  any  committee  neglects  or  refuses  to  execute  any 
deed  of  sale  or  mortgage,62   Also  when  a  lunatic  is  impris- 
oned in  a  civil  action,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary 
to  make  this  fact  known  to  the  cotirt,  which  hears  objections 
to  the  discharge  of  such  prisoner.   The  prothonotary  inserts 
a  notice  in  a  newspaper,  and  also  notifies  creditors  of  the 
hearing  ,63 

The  prothonotary 's  duties  are  extended  to  cases  involv- 
ing insolvency  and  assignments  for  the  benefit  of  creditors 
in  which  matters  he  must  give  public  notice  of  the  filing  of 
schedules  of  distribution. 64 

In  all  suits  commenced  by  attachm.ent  against  fraudulent 
debtors  a  bond  in  favor  of  the  Commonwealth  must  be  approved 
by  the  prothonotary  before  the  attachment  will  be  issued.66 
Upon  return  of  the  writ  in  proceedings  in  dom-estic  attach- 
ment against  fraudulent  debtors,  three  men,  not  creditors. 


57*  1933  P.L.  289  sec.  208. 

58.  Ibid.,  sec.  709. 

59.  Ibid.,  seo.  810. 

60.  THd.,  sec,  1001. 

61.  16^  P.L.  589  sec.  32. 

62.  Ibid.,  sec.  33. 

63.  Ibid.,  seo.  50. 

64.  1836  P.L.  628  sees,  6,  15,  26,  30;  1883  P,L.  73  sec,  1  rep. 
1901  P.L.  404  seo.  42  suspended  by  the  Federal  Bankruptcy  Act  1898,  30 
U,  S.  Stat.  544  ch.  541;  see:  Lavery  v.  Beatty,  28  Dist.  612  (1919); 
Hoover  v.  Ober,  42  Super.  308  { 1909; .  In  the  days  when  arrest  for  debt 
was  permissible  the  prothonotary  had  the  oower  to  discharge  insolvent 
debtors.  See  1820  P.L.  155;  1833  P.L.  107  sec.  1. 

65.  1869  P.L.  8  sec.  1;  1887  P.L.  197  sec.  1;  1878  P.L.  147  No. 
185  sec.  1. 
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are  appointed  trustees  of  the  estate  of  the  defendant.66   Bo- 
fore  making  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the  estate,  the 
trustees  having  ascertained  the  proportionate  sum  payable  to 
each  creditor,  the  prothonotary  gives  public  notice  of  the 
filing  of  their  reports  by  advertlsement.67 

The  prothonotary  aay  assess  damages  in  foreign  attach- 
ment proceedings  where  the  plaintiff  has  entered  a  rule  for 
the  same.68   Formerly,  it  was  necessary  to  publish  such  rule 
with  a  statement  of  clalra.^Q   In  all  cases  of  judgments 
where  the  dam.ages  are  certain  or  may  be  rendered  so  by  cal- 
culation the  prothonotary  may  calculate  and  fix  the  real 
amoiont.^O 

There  are  certain  matters  relating  to  the  collection  of 
taxes  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  prothonotary 's  du- 
ties.  In  the  determination  of  these  duties  which  concern 
the  keeping  of  records,  careful  distinctions  must  be  made 
between  tax  liens  and  municipal  claims  for  special  assess- 
ments ."^1 

For  many  years  before  the  passage  of  the  Election  Code 
of  1957  the  prothonotary  had  duties  connected  with  elections. 
Duplicate  returns  of  all  votes  given  for  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  had  to  be  made  by  him,  one  of  which  he  mailed  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.72   From  I92I  to  1957, 
this  was  done  either  by  the  prothonotary  or  the  coionty  com- 
missioners .73   Judges  of  elections  delivered  returns  of  e- 
lections  to  the  prothonotary, 74  who  sent  a  certified  copy  to 
the  return  judges, 75   He  also  forwarded  a  copy  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth  and  sent  the  returns  of  the  elec- 
tions of  all  county  and  township  officers  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions.^o 

Return  judges  had  to  deposit  returns  with,  the  prothon- 
otary, who  sent  a  certified  copy  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 


66.  1836  P.L.  606  sec.  13. 

67.  Ibid.,  sees.  31,  32. 

68.  1870  P.L.  60  seo.  1. 

69.  1855  P.L,  532  rep.  1870  P,L,  60  sec.  1. 

70.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  79. 

71.  1893  P.L.  463  sec.  3  rep.  as  to  third-olass  cities  1931  P.L. 
932  sec,  4701j  1899  P,L,  120  sec.  1;  1923  P,L.  207  sees.  9,  26;  1927 
P.L.  729  sec,  2;  1927  P,L,  733  seo,  3;  1929  P.L.  1216  sees.  1,  3j  1937 
P.L.  2609  seo.  9;  1939  P.L.  351  sees.  1,  2;  1939  P.L.  641  seo.  3. 

72.  1874  P.L.  54  sec.  5  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  1901. 

73.  1921  P.L.  423  sec.  3  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901. 

74.  1874  P.L.  31  sec.  13;  1899  P.L.  127  seo.  1;  1909  P.L.  425  sec. 
1;  1919  P.L.  458  sec.  2;  1923  P.L.  267  seo.  1;  1925  P.L.  103  seo.  1  rep, 
1937  P.L,  1333  seo,  1901. 

75.  1864  P.L.  990  sees.  17,  18  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec,  1901, 

76.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  84  rep,  1937  P,L.  1333  sec.  1901. 
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monwealth,  and  another  copy  to  the  elected  officials ,77   He 
also  gave  to  anyone  requesting  it,  a  certified  list  of  vot- 
ers, and  other  papers  deposited  in  his  office  by  the  judges 
of  elections. 78   in  1957  these  duties  were  all  assuced  hy 
the  county  board  of  elections  except  insofar  as  the  court  of 
common  pleas  has  jurisdiction  over  contested  elections.79 

With  the  exception  of  a  short  period  of  time  in  early 
Pennsylvania  history  equity  jurisdiction  has  been  confined 
to  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  the  prothonotary  must  there- 
fqre  perform  many  general  duties  pertaining  to  matters  in 
equity  .80 

Prior  to  1906  the  courts  of  common  pleas  and  quarter 
sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  had  jurisdiction  over  the  nat- 
uralization^ of  aliens  by  virtue  of  the  first  uniform  natural- 
ization law  passed  by  Congress  in  1790.®^   The  comprehensive 
naturalization  law  of  1906  which  provided  for  vmiform  proc- 
esses and  records  for  the  nation  gave  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  the  naturalization  of  aliens  to  the  following  courts: 
United  States  District  Courts  in  the  states  and  territories, 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  also  all  courts  of  record  in  any 
state  or  territory  having  a  seal,  a  clerk,  and  jurisdiction 
in  actions  at  law  and  equity  in  which  the  amount  in  contro- 
versy is  unlimited.82  rj^Yie   court  of  common  pleas  has  there- 
fore continued  to  exercise  this  jurisdiction  to  some, degree 
in  most  counties  and  the  scope  of  the  prothonotary 's  duties 
are  enlarged  to  this  extent. 

The  prothonotary  has  definite  duties  related  to  the  se- 
lection and  sxomjnoning  of  jurors.  All  jury  fees  must  be  paid 
to  the  prothonotary  who  in  turn  places  the  money  into  the 
hands  of  the  county  treasurer .83   Nam.es  of  attending,  de- 
faulting, and  excused  jurors  must  be  certified  by  the  pro- 
thonotary.84   If  a  special  view  is  allowed  in  any  case,  the 
prothonotary  m.ust  issue  a  special  writ  of  venire  containing 
the  names  of  the  jurors .85 


77.  1839  P.L.  559  sec.  3;  1850  P.L.  654  sec.  2;  1919  P.L.  458  sec. 
2  rep.  1957  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901. 

78.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  85  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901. 

79.  1937  P.L.  1333  sees.  1774,  1776. 

80.  See  Discussion  of  equity  in  chapter  on  Governmental  Organiza- 
tion and  Records  System,  supra. 

81.  1790,  lU.  S.  Stat.  103,  ch.  3. 

82.  1906,  34  U.  S.  Stat,  596  ch.  3592  sec.  3;  1911,  36  U.  S.  Stat. 
1167  ch.  231  sec.  289;  1913,  37  U.  S.  Stat.  737  ch.  141  sec.  3. 

83.  1806  P.L.  183,  4  Sm.L.  237  sec.  13;  1913  P.L.  226  sec.  1.  The 
act  of  1915  P.L.  54  sec.  5  rep.  the  act  of  1805  P.L,  183  but  did  not 
repeal  the  amending  act  of  1913  P.L,  226.  The  act  of  1805  expired  by 
its  own  limitation  but  was  afterwards  revived  and  made  perrietvial  by  the 
act  of  1809  P.L.  163,  5  Sm.L.  59. 

84.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  128. 

85.  Ibid.,  sec.  124. 
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Insofar  as  courts  of  magistrates  and  justices  of  the 
peace  are  concerned,  the  prothonotary  takes  the  place  of  the 
clerical  officer  of  that  court.  Acceptances  of  office  of  al- 
dermen or  justices  of  the  peace  are  certified  by  the  prothon- 
otary to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth ,86 

The  prothonotary  is  entitled  to  administer  an  oath  or 
affirmation  required  in  the  issuing  of  writs  of  certiorari 
to  remove  any  case  tried  "before  justices  of  the  peace ,87 
Transcripts  of  judgments  obtained  before  justices  of  the 
peace  may  be  certified  by  the  prothonotary  to  other  coun- 
ties.88 

The  prothonotary  also  has  certain  duties  In  respect  to 
appeals  from  the  court  of  common  pleas  to  the  higher  courts. 
In  response  to  a  writ  of  certiorari  from  an  upper  court,  it 
is  his  duty  to  prepare  and  forward  to  the  appellate  court 
the  record  In  the  case  duly  certified  by  the  judge  of  the 
lower  court ,89 

Under  the  act  of  I897,  the  prothonotary  fixed  -ths  amount 
of  the  bond  to  be  posted  on  appeal.  However,  in  19^9  this 
practice  was  changed  and  the  amount  of  bond  was  fixed  at 
double  the  amovint  of  the  judgment  or  decree  with  security  to 
be  approved  by  the  lower  cotirt,90   After  acknowledgment,  and 
pending  delivery,  sheriff's  or  coroner's  deeds  remain  in  the 
custody  of  the  prothonotary  as  a  public  record^^  and  at  the 
proper  time  the  prothonotairy  delivers  them  to  the  sheriff  or 
coroner,92   on  the  expiration  of  his  term,  the  prothonotary 
must  deposit  with  his  successor  all  the  above  deeds  deliv- 
ered to  him  during  his  tenn,  which  have  not  been  called  for 
by  the  parties  entitled  to  them, 93   The  prothonotary  must 
keep  general  accotints  of  the  business  of  his  office, 9*  Ac- 
cording to  a  rule  of  court  for  Adams  Covmty  costs  are  taxed 
by  the  prothonotary .96   All  costs  collected  by  him  and  not 
paid  out  to  the  parties  entitled  to  them  are  turned  over  to 
his  successor, 96   Upon  receiving  money  the  prothonotary  for 
several  years  credited  it  to  the  parties  entitled  to  it  and 
at  the  beginning  of  each  quarter,  posted  In  his  office  a  no- 


86.  1877  P.L,  12  see,  4;  1915  P,L,  142  seo,  1, 

87.  1817  P,L,  31,  6  Sm,L.  398  see,  1,  Sinoe  1895  the  same  result 
may  be  achieved  by  filing  a  praecipe,  recognizance,  suad  etffidavit  taJcen 
before  the  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  prothonotary' s  off iee> 1895  P,L, 
100  seo,  1, 

88.  1810  P.L.  208,  6  Sm.L,  161  sec.  17, 

89.  1897  P.L.  67  sees,  2,  5, 

90.  1909  P.L,  108  sec,  1. 

91.  1905  P.L.  265  sec,  3, 

92.  Ibid.,  sec,  4, 

93.  1862  P.L.  125  seo.  1, 

94.  1913  P.L.  188  sec,  1, 

95.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  57, 

96.  Ibid.,  sec.  2, 
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tics   showing   the  amoxint  due  each  person.97 

The  prothonotary  must  keep  an  account  of  all  fees  re- 
ceived hy  him  or  any  person  employed  in  his  office,  which 
account  is  examined  by  the  controller  or  auditors  from  time 
to  time  ,98 

The  prothonotary  is  authorized  to  act  as  agent  of  the 
Commonwealth  to  collect  taxes  on  writs  and  other  legal  doc- 
uments, rie  must  make  a  return  to  the  Department  of  Revenue, 
and  pay  the  money  collected  to  the  State  Treasurer. 99   He 
must  also  make  monthly  returns  to  the  Department  of  Revenue 
and  pay  to  the  State  Treasurer  all  mone>  received  for  the 
use  of  the  Common we a 1th ,100 

The  prothonotary  must  make  a  report  to  the  Department 
of  Revenue  of  all  estates  and  effects  which  have  been  paid 
into  and  deposited  with  the  court  of  common  pleas  if  the 
whereabouts  of  the  rightful  owners  have  been  xanknown  for  7 
years. 101   a  copy  of  the  prothonotairy's  dally  record  of  ev- 
ery instrument  filed  in  his  office  securing  a  debt^O^  niust 
be  transmitted  by  him  monthly  to  the  Department  of  Reven- 
ue^lOS  and  the  commissioners'  office  or  the  board  of  revi- 
sion of  taxes .104 

There  are  numerous  laws  which  minutely  indicate  ,the  du- 
ties of  the  prothonotary  in  particular  types  of  proceedings 
that  come  before  the  court  of  common  pleas.   In  all  these 
cases  the  prothonotary  has  some  share  of  work  primarily  re- 
lated to  seeing  that  proper  records  are  made  and  preserved?06 
Limitation  of  space  makes  it  impossible  to  outline  each  of 
these  procedures  here.  Among  his  miscellaneous  duties  are 
the  following:  He  must  keep  for  public  inspection  advance 
copies  of  laws  enacted  at  each  session  of  the  General  As- 
sembly; 106  when  reports  of  viewers  in  condemnation  proceed- 
ings are  filed,  he  marks  them  confirmed  nisi,  and  then  if  no 


97.  1913  P.L.  567  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051. 

98.  1868  P.L.  3  eeo.  8;  1874  P.L.  125  seo.  1;  1901  P.L.  175  seo.  1; 
1909  P.L,  77  sec.  1;  1921  P.L.  69  seo,  1.  By  the  aot  of  1810,  5  Sm.L, 
10&  these  accounts  had  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Auditor  General.  This 
aot  was  rep.  as  to  counties  with  a  population  of  150,000  or  over,  1876 
P.L.  13  seo.  1  and  as  to  counties  of  less  than  150,000,  1874  P.L.  125 
seo.  1. 

99.  1830  P.L.  272  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  343  seo.  611, 

100,  1830  P.L.  272  sec.  7;  1893  P.L.  125  sec.  1. 

101,  1929  P.L.  343  sec,  1305;  1935  P.L.  190  sec.  1. 

102,  A  special  aot  for  Adams  County  requires  that  all  written  instru- 
ments seouring  debts  and  on  which  action  is  brought  must  be  filed  with 
the  prothonotary,  1868  P.L.  780  sec.  1. 

103,  1935  P.L.  414  sec.  11. 

104,  1913  P.L,  507  sec.  8. 
106,  See  entries  80-185. 

106.  T8?3  P.L.  102  seo.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  230, 


PKOTHONOTARY  OP  THE  COURT  OP  COMMON  PLEAS       m 


exceptions  are  filed  within  50  days  he  enters  a  decree  of 
absolute  confirmation ;107  he  issues  peddlers'  licenses  to 
disabled  veterans  without  cost. 108 

Vifhen  a  writ  of  replevin  is  served,  the  sheriff  must  cer- 
tify to  the  prothonotary  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose  pos- 
session the  goods  are  found,  if  such  person  is  not  the  de- 
fendant,^09   Parties  to  actions  in  replevin,  and  foreign  and 
domestic  attachments,  may,  instead  of  posting  bonds,  deposit 
the  amount  of  the  bonds  in  United  States  currency  with  the 
prothonotary  who  deposits  these  f\mds  in  an  approved  bank  to 
be  paid  out  upon  oixler  of  the  court.^lO 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  officer  taking  bond  on  writs  of 
capias  ad  respondendum  to  make  return  of  them  together  with 
the  writ  itself  to  the  office  of  the  prothonotaiy.m   In 
issuing  a  capias  ad  respondend\im  the  prothonotary  must  en- 
dorse thereon  the  amount  of  bail  required  by  the  plaintiff; ^^ 

The  recorder  of  deeds  forwards  the  date,  amount,  and 
place  of  record  of  the  recognizance  of  each  sheriff  or  cor- 
oner, together  with  his  name  and  address  to  the  prothonotary, 
who  must  enter  this  information  upon  his  dockets. ^^^ 

The  prothonotary  has  definite  duties  relating  to  the 
keeping  of  records  of  conditional  sales  contracts  and  divorce 
proceedings. 114   if  the  owner  or  occupier  of  land  condemned 
In  partition  proceedings  refuses  to  surrender  possession, 
proof  of  service  of  notice  to  move  is  filed  with  the  prothon- 
otary who  issues  a  writ  of  habere  facias  possessionem  direct- 
ing the  sheriff  to  take  possession.H^   <rh0  prothonotary 
must  endorse  his  certificate  on  treasurer's  deeds  for  lands 
sold  by  coiinty  treasurers  for  nonpayment  of  taxes .116   Trus- 
tees inter  vivos  must  give  bond  before  assuming  their  duties 
and  upon  order  ot   court  the  prothonotary  cancels  these 
bonds. 11*^ 

Whenever  the  court  orders  a  change  of  venue  In  a  civil 
case  the  prothonotary  must  forward  certified  copies  of  all 
docket  entries,  pleadings,  processes,  depositions,  and  other 
papers  pertaining  to  the  cause,  to  the  prothonotary  of  the 


107.  1891  P.L.  75  sec.  6;  1903  P.L.  124  sec.  2. 

108.  1867  P.L.  50  sec.  1;  1891  P.L.  250  sec.  1;  1921  P.L.  895  sec. 
1;  1935  P.L.  126  sec.  1;  1937  P.L.  1191  No.  305  sec.  1. 

109.  1901  P.L.  88  sec.  2;  1923  P.L.  136  No.  103  sec.  1. 

110.  1909  P.L.  115  sec.  1. 

111.  1836  P.L.  658  see.  12. 

112.  Ibid.,  sec.  28. 

113.  1939  P.L.  359  sec.  3. 

114.  See  entries  93-96,  108. 

115.  T907  P.L.  461  sec.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen, 
in  sec.  517. 

116.  1911  P.L.  257  sec.  1. 

117.  1831  P.L.  192  sec.  4. 
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county  to  which  the  case  has  been  removed, 118   The  prothono- 
t&vj   must  certify  to  the  county  commissioners  the  attendance 
of  constables  at  court  so  that  the  commissioners  may  pay 
them. 119 

Whenever  a  special  court  is  deemed  necessary,  the  pres- 
ident judge  must  notify  the  prothonotary,  whose  duty  it  then 
is  to  make  and  forward  trial  lists  of  the  cases  to  be  tried, 
to  the  president  judge .120 

In  1861;  thel21  prothonotary  was  directed  to  receive  a 
descriptive  list  of  all  unpatented  lands  made  out  by  the 
Surveyor  General.  Four  years  later  he  was  permitted  to  re- 
ceive in  lieu  of  these  lists  "land  lien  dockets"  containing 
lists  of  all  patented  and  vinpa tented  lands  upon  which  there 
is  money  due  the  Commonwealth  and  surveys  have  been  re- 
turned.i22   tj^q  secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  took  over  the 
duties  of  the  Surveyor  General  in  iSyl^-^^S  ^nd  he  was  direct- 
ed to  forward  to  the  prothonotary  a  certified  statement,  of 
the  cancellation  of  any  such  liens ,124 

The  prothonotary  must  copy  and  transcribe  any  books  or 
papers  of  record  in  his  office,  whenever  it  becomes  neces- 
sairy  to  do  so  to  prevent  their  becoming  illegible.  The  work 
of  copying  and  transcribing  is  done  in  his  offipe,  and  the 
copies  are  certified  when  completed.125   He  must  save  the 
originals  of  such  copie3.126   He  must  keep  at  least  two  in- 
dexes for  every  book  of  record. 127   The  prothonotary  may  not 
permit  anyone  to  borrow  any  of  these  records  unless  they 
have  been  on  file  for  at  least  2  days.  They  may  be  borrowed 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  5  days  and  in  all  instances  he 
must  take  a  receipt  from  the  borrower.128 

A  study  of  the  prothonotary 's  records  will  reveal  the 
fact  that  many  records  are  kept  without  specific  statutory 
requirement.  They  are  maintained  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
in  the  course  of  the  performance  of  the  prothonotary' s  du- 
ties. On  the  other  hand  the  duties  which  have  been  outlined 
in  the  preceding  pages  sometimes  are  not  clearly  revealed  in 
the  records  which  actually  are  kept.  Often  this  is  because 
the  legislation  prescribing  the  duty  only  implies  the  neces- 
sity for  the  keeping  of  a  particular  type  of  record.  Court 
rules  usually  provide  the  authority  for  records  not  required 


118.  1876  P.L.  36  sec.  4. 

119.  1814  P.L.  28  sec.  2. 

120.  1834  P.L.  333  seo.  39|  1840  P.L.  153  see.  1. 

121.  1864  P.L.  914  sees.  1,  3,  4. 

122.  1868  P.L.  60  seo.  1;  1872  P.L.  51  seo.  3. 

123.  Const.,  art.  IV,  seo,  19j  1874  P.L.  135  sec. 

124.  1911  P.L.  106  sec.  2, 

125.  1921  P.L.  938  sec.  1. 

126.  Ibid.,  sec.  3. 

127.  1827  P.L.  154  sec.  5. 

128.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  156. 
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by  statute  in  most  counties  but  in  Adams  Coxinty  there  are  no 
published  rules,  those  specially  adopted  being  referred  to 
for  individual  use  when  needed. 

The  minutes  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  have  been  kept 
by  the  Adams  Coxmty  prothonotary  in  the  Minute  Book  since 
1847.   Before  that  time  they  were  included  in  the  Appearance 
Docket.   An  act  of  1715,  by  implication,  imposed  this  duty 
on  the  office  of  prothonotary  and  it  has  been  carried  out  as 
a  matter  of  practice  and  convenience  by  most  prothonotaries 
ever  since  then,  129  a  rule  of  co\art  for  Adams  County  requires 
that  all  motions  made  by  coiinsel  shall  be  in  writing  and  de- 
livered to  the  prothonotary  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  and 
filed.   The  time  of  delivery  must  be  endorsed  by  the  prothcn- 
otary.130  The  oaths  of  county  officers  are  kept  as  a  result 
of  both  statutory  and  constitutional  authorization. 131  Bonds 
of  county  officers  are  kept  with  these  oaths  in  Adams  County. 
Since  1929  these  records  may  be  found  to  include  oaths  of 
the  chief  of  city  bureaus  of  inspection,  engineers,  and  in- 
spectors,132  and  court  stenographers J-33   Some  of  the  oaths 
may  be  foxond  in  1,'iscellaneous  Petitions.   In  Adams  Covmty 
the  prothonotary  continues  to  keep  a  file  of  officials'  bonds 
although  this  duty  was  assigned  to  the  commissioners  in  1929, 

The  trial  and  argument  lists  are  kept  as  a  result  of 
coiort  rules  and  statutory  specif  Ication^'*  as  is  the  Judgment 
Docket  Index.125  iphe  latter  is  an  index  to  all  judgments  re- 
corded in  the  Appearance  Docket.  This  record  of  judgments 
constitutes  a  judgment  docket  within  the  confines  of  the  Ap- 
pearance Docket  and  in  it  the  prothonotary  must  record  every 
judgment  or  award  of  the  court.   An  act  of  1834  provides 
that  in  the  case  of  sale  of  real  estate  by  the  sheriff,  and 
in  appropriation  of  the  money  by  the  court,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  prothonotary  to  note  on  each  judgment  or  lien  the  a- 
movmt  paid  by  such  appropriation,  with  a  reference  thereto\36 
In  all  cases  where  the  amount  due  on  a  judgment  of  record 
has  been  paid  to  the  legal  holders  and  the  instrument  on 
which  the  judgment  is  procured  is  produced  to  the  pro- 
thonotary, he  must  mark  the  record  of  such  lien  "Satisfied" 
file  these  instruments,  together  with  the  certificates 
allowing  such  satisfaction. ^'"^    These  instruments  will  be 
found  in  the  Common  Pleas  Files.   The  prothonotary  must 
enter  upon  the  judgment  docket  verdicts  for  any  specific  sum 


129,  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  73. 

130,  Rules  of  Coiart,  Rule  141, 

131,  Const.,  art.  VII,  sec.  1»  1929  ..L.  1278  sec.  53. 

132,  1929  P.L.  106  sec.  203. 

133,  1876  P.L.  410;  1907  P.L.  135  sec.  1. 

134,  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  73.  Rules  of  Court,  Rules  4,  6,  6A  and 
129,  134,  137,  138  and  Rule  VT  specially  adopted  October  16,  1876. 

135,  Ic27  r.L.  154  sec.  3;  1377  P.L.  34  sec.  1, 

136,  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  77. 

137,  1856  P.L.  304  sec.  1. 
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of  money,  mark  them  "Verdict"  and  specify  the  amount  and 
date  of  rendition.^'®   The  prothonotary  receives  from  the  re- 
corder of  deeds  certification  of  recognizances  of  sheriffs 
and  coroners  filed  upon  assumption  of  their  duties  and  he 
must  enter  the  names  of  the  parties  to  such  recognizances 
upon  the  Judgment  Docket.^^^   He  must  also  enter  in  the  Jvidg- 
ment  Docket  Judgments  compelling  the  assignment  of  mort- 
gages ;1*0  proceedings  in  lunacy  and  habitual  drunkenness, 
petitions  to  declare  void  any  instrument  conveying  title  to 
real  estate,  and  any  proceeding  by  which  purchasers  of  real 
estate  would  be  deemed  to  have  had  constructive  notice  of 
commencement ;141  descriptions  of  property  attached  by  the 
sheriff  in  foreign  attachment  proceedings  with  the  date  of 
execution ;1*2  certificates  from  the  board  of  cotanty  commis- 
sioners to  the  effect  that  collectors  of  county  taxes  are 
subject  to  liability  for  discrepancies  in  their  acco\ints;l*S 
the  date,  amount,  and  place  of  record  of  the  recognizance  of 
each  sheriff  or  coroner  together  with  his  name  and  address;M4 
judgments  of  the  District  and  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United 
States ;1*5  specifications  of  contracts  for  labor  and  mater- 
ials containing  special  provisions  as  to  time  and  manner  of 
payments ;146  writs  of  scire  facias  on  mechanics'  liens  in 
the  same  manner  as  writs  of  scire  facias  already  entered ;1*7 
and  transcripts  of  j\idgments  obtained  before  justices  of  the 
peace ,14S   Upon  entry  of  an  appeal  bond  and  the  perfection 
of  any  appeal  the  judgment  ceases  to  be  a  lien  against  the 
real  estate  of  the  defendant  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  pro- 
thonotary to  mark  upon  the  judgment  docket  "Appeal  Perfect- 
ed; Lien  Discharged. "149   Also  entered  upon  this  record  are 
many  matters  pertaining  to  the  administration  of  decedents' 
estates.   No  instrument  whi<Jh  is  not  payable  within  1  year 
after  the  death  of  a  decedent  may  remain  a  lien  on  his  real 
estate  vinless  a  copy  is  filed  with  the  prothonotary  of  the 
county  where  the  real  estate  is  situated.   This  lien  must  be 
Indexed  by  the  prothonotary  against  the  decedent  and  the  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator  in  the  Judgment  Docket  or  Index;  al- 
so upon  certification  by  the  clerk  of  orphans'  court,  the 


138*  1877  P«L.  34  seo*  !• 

139.  1854  P.L.  537  seo.  74  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  212* 

140.  1903  P.L.  327  seo.  1. 

141.  1871  P.L.  387  seo.  1  rep.  as  to  prooeedings  to  rsTive  and  oon- 
tiniie  liens  of  debts  against  a  decedent's  real  estate,  1917  P.L.  447 
seo.  63. 

142.  1836  P.L.  586  seo.  51. 

143.  1937  P.L.  2780  seo.  1. 

144.  1939  P.L.  359  seo.  3. 

145.  1895  P.L.  247  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  1805  sec.  1, 

146.  1901  P.L.  431  sec.  18. 

147.  1895  P.L.  84  seo.  1  rep.  1901  P.L.  431  seo.  61  but  reen.  in 
seo.  43. 

148.  1804,  XVII  St.  at  L.  782  seo.  5;  1810  P.L.  208,  6  S&.L.  161 
see.  10;  1844  P.L.  564  seo.  8;  1885  P.L.  160  seo.  1. 

149.  1909  P.L.  108  seo.  1. 
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prothonotary  must  enter  upon  the    Judgment  Docket   or   Index 
petitions   for   the   specific   performance   of   the   sale   of   real 
estate.     When  an  action   is  brought   or   statement  filed,    upon 
praecipe,    against   the   estate   of  a   decedent,    it   is    the   duty 
of   the   prothonotary    to    index    the    same   against   the  decedent, 
his   executor  or  administrator,    and   any  other  defendants.    In 
the    Judgment   Index.      Upon   request,    the   prothonotary  must 
furnish  a   copy   of  the   praecipe,   which  when  duly   certified 
under   the   seal   of   the    court,    may  be   filed   in  any  other  coun- 
ty  in  which   the   real  estate  against   the   claim  is   to  be 
charged    is    situated.     When   so   filed,    the   claim   Is   indexed 
against   the   parties   named.     When  the  orphans'    court   Issues 
definitive   orders   to  pay   certain  svims   of  money  upon  parties 
other   than  fiduciaries   the   prothonotary  must  file   and  docket 
certified   transcripts   of   these   orders  which   remain  a  lien  on 
the   real  estate  tmtil   satisfied.      He  must  also  file  and  dock- 
et certified    transcripts   of    the   orphans'    court,    showing   the 
amount  appearing    to  be  due  from  or  In   the   hands   of  any  fidu- 
ciary on   the   settlement  of  his   accounts   in   the   orphans' 
court  or  by   virtue   of  a  decree   of   that  court.     These   tran- 
scripts,  when  filed,    constitute   a   judgment.      If   the  decree 
is  appealed  from  the   orphans'    court   the   amount  found  by   such 
appellate   court   to  be  due   is   recorded   in   the    sam.e  way  and 
with  like   effect.     When  satisfied,    it  must  be   so  marked. 
Writs   of  sequestration  issuing   out  of  orphans'    court  must  be 
marked   "Satisfied"    if  the  orphans'    court  dissolves    the 
ifrlt.l50 

The  Adsectum  Judgment   Index  which   in  Adams  Coxonty  was 
beg\an   in  I916  followed  a  statutory  requirement  for   the  keep- 
ing of  an  alphabetical  list  of   the  names  of  all   judgment 
creditors   and  assignees.^^^      This    is  kept   separate   from  the 
other   judgment  records   and   indexes   to  simplify  matters   re- 
lating  to   judgments.     An  act  of  I878   required  the  prothono- 
tary  to  keep  a   separate   record  of   those    judgments,    once   pro- 
cured which  have   since  been  assigned. ^62       j^  Adams  Coxmty 
such  a  record  may  be   found   to  date   1876-91^.. 

The  Common   Pleas  Files  which  date   from  the   erection  of 
the   county   constitute   a  residuum  of  many  different  kinds   of 
paper   such  as    judgments   and   decrees   of  the  Federal  Courts 
for  the   purpose   of  establishing  liens   against   the  real  es- 
tate  In   the   county;153     sheriff's   inquisitions  and  all   orders 
of   the   court  of  common  pleas   in  relation   to  partitions  and 


150.  1917  P.L.  363  seo.  18(b-5,    e-1) ;   1917  P.L.  447  sees.   15(a,   b, 
d),    18(o),    5l(a,   b);    1919  P.L.   104  seo.   1. 

151.  1915  P.L.   614  sec.  1.     Although  the  title  Adsectum  Judgment 
Index  is  used  in  legislation  to  refer  to  a  brief  Jvidgment  Docket  it  is 
very  confusing  since  it  conflicts  with  the  commonly  used  phrase  Judg- 
ment Docket  Index,  Adsectum.     The  latter  is  the  title  often  used  for 
the  index  to  the  Judgment  Docket  which  should  be  distinguished  from  the 
so  called  Adsectum  Judgment  Index. 

152.  1878  P.L.    138   sec.   1. 

155.      1895  P.L.   247  sec.   1;    1929  P.L.   1805  seo.   1. 
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coninon  recoveries  ;15*  accoiints  of  trustees  Inter  vivos^SS 
and  of  guardians  of  feeble-minded  persons ;156  descriptions 
of  land  disputed  in  ejectment  proceedings ;157  motions  for 
new  trial  and  in  arrest  of  judgment ;158  statements  of  claims, 
affidavits  of  defense,  and  other  pleadings  in  action  of  as- 
s\unpslt;159  interrogatories  and  answers  thereto, 160  notes  of 
testimony ;161  agreements  of  attorneys  ;162  bonds  filed  in  ac- 
tions of  replevln;163  alternative  writs  of  mandamus  filed  by 
defendants  in  mandamus  proceedings ;164  bonds  of  hawkers  or 
peddlers; 1^5  bonds  of  importers  of  horses :166  reports  of 
viewers  in  lateral  railroad  construction; 167  reports  of  view- 
ers in  condemnation  proceedings ;168  names  and  photographs  of 
the  sheriff's  deputies ;169  bonds  filed  on  writs  of  capias  ad 
respondendum  .170 

There  are  many  papers  which  will  be  found  In  these 
files  for  some  period  of  time  and  then  kept  separately. 
This  Is  true  of  Praecipes,  which  were  kept  separately  l8i4.1- 
5I4.  and  1862-72  and  Included  with  the  other  papers  in  the 
Common  Pleas  Piles.  Depositions  are  likewise  found  here  ex- 
cept for  those  taken  in  the  years  between  I85O  and  l892^'-'- 
as  are  Bills  of  Costs  except  for  those  filed  1820-51;  and 
1895-1905 •  Writs  of  capias,  siommons,  attachments,  habeas 
corpus, and  scire  facias  were  kept  separately  from  the  time 
of  erection  of  the  coionty  until  1869,   In  1870  they  were  in- 
cluded in  the  Common  Pleas  Files  as  was  the  record  designat- 
ed Stay  of  Judgments  which  was  separate  only  for  the  year 
18214..  Upon  the  request  of  any  Interested  party,  the  opinion 
of  a  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  must  be  reduced  to 


154.  1849  P.L.  524  sec.  8. 

155.  1825  P.L,  107  see.  3  rep,  as  to  testamentary  "cruBtees  by  1917 
P.L,  447  sec.  63j  1828  P.L,  453  sec.  3;  1836  P.L.  628  sec.  22.  Rules  of 
Court,  Rule  8. 

156.  1907  P.L.  292  sec.  6(b);  1915  P.L,  124  sec,  1. 

157.  1806  P.L,  558,  4  Sm.L.  326  seo,  12. 

158.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  88a. 

159.  1806  P.L.  558,  4  Sm.L,  326  sec.  5;  1915  P.L.  483  sec.  1;  1921 
P.L.  144  seo.  1.  The  prothonotary  must  note  in  the  Appearance  Dockets 
the  fact  that  these  have  been  filed.  See  Rules  of  Court,  Rules  104, 
105. 

160.  Rules  of  Court,  Rules  11,  59. 

161.  1867  P,L.  83j  1911  P.L.  279  sec.  4. 

162.  Rules  of  Co\urt,  Rule  34, 

163.  1901  P.L.  88  seo,  1, 

164.  1893  P.L,  345  seo.  12. 

165.  1729,  IV  St.  at  L.  141  seo.  1, 

166.  1748,  V  St.  at  L.  65  sec,  1, 

167.  1832  P.L.  501. 

168.  1891  P.L.  75  seo.  6j  1903  P.L.  124  seo,  2. 

169.  1937  P.L.  1595  sec.  1. 

170.  1836  P.L.  658  sec.  12,  The  prothonotary  in  these  cases  must 
enter  the  nanes  of  the  bail  on  his  docket. 

171.  Rules  of  Court.  Rules  5.  59,  62, 
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writing  and  filed  with  the  prothonotary.^'^^   Before  1862 
these  were  kept  with  the  other  papers  In  the  Common  Pleas 
Files  but  since  that  date  they  have  been  kept  separately  In 
file  boxes  labeled  "Opinion  of  Court," 

The  prothonotary  may  keep  an  appearance  docket  and  a 
common  pleas  or  D.S.B,  (debt  on  single  bill)  docket. 175   ^n 
suits  Instituted  and  appeals  brought  are  entered  In  the  Ap- 
pearance Docket  and  all  J\jdgments  by  confession  and  other 
liens  are  entered  In  the  common  pleas  or  D.S.B,  docket.  The 
Adsectum  Judgment  Docket  serves  as  an  Index  to  the  common 
pleas  or  D.S.B.  docket.   In  Adams  Covmty  the  prothonotary 
keeps  only  the  Appearance  Docket  which  he  uses  as  a  general 
docket  In  which  all  proceedings  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas  are  entered.  He  Is  required  to  keep  a  dally  record  of 
all  Instrijments  filed  In  his  office  secxorlng  debts  such  as 
notes  and  bonds  but  no  such  record  Is  kept  separately  in 
Adams  Covuaty,!''* 

Any  ejectment  or  action  to  recover  real  estate  or  com- 
pel a  conveyance  may  be  Indexed  in  an  Ejectment  Index^^S  as 
Is  done  in  Adams  County,  The  papers  relating  to  ejectment 
proceedings  are  inclxided  in  the  Common  Pleas  Piles. 1^6   i^ 
1913  the  legislature  in  amending  existing  laws,  required  the 
prothonotary  to  keep  a  s  eparate  docket  to  be  known  as  the 
Ejectment  and  Miscellaneous  Index  in  which  matters  required 
to  be  entered  upon  the  direct  and  adsectum  indexes  and  upon 
the  Judgment  Docket  are  not  inclxided  in  the  Ejectment  and 
Miscellaneous  Index ,177 

Hhenever  proceedings  in  equity,  affecting  the  title  to 
real  estate  are  begun  in  common  pleas  court  and  entered  in 
the  ejectment,  judgment,  or  miscellaneous  indexes  and  sub- 
sequently settled,  the  prothonotary  must  indicate  upon  the 
margin  of  the  index,  the  action  taken, ^'^^ 

Justices  of  the  peace  must  file  acceptances  of  office 
with  the  prothonotary  who  certifies  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Commonwealth,l79   These  acceptances  are  found  in 
Adams  County  in  the  record  entitled  Miscellaneous  Petitions, 
l81<.0-8i4.  and  in  Acceptance  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  from  I885 
to  date.  Certificates  of  judgments  ordered  by  justices  of 
the  peace  against  boroughs,  townships,  and  school  districts 
must  be  filed  with  the  prothonotary  who  must  enter  them  in 
the  Record  of  Suits  before  Justices  and  Aldermen  against 


172,  1806,  X7III  St,  at  L.  61  seo,  25;  1856  P,L,  337  seo.  1, 

175,  1879  P.L,  154  seo,  5, 

174,  1956  P.L.  414  seo.  11  reen,  aad  am,  1957  P.L,  655  seo,  1  far- 
ther raen,  and  am,  1939  P.L.  76  seo,  1, 

175,  1856  P,L,  552  seo.  2. 

176.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  68, 

177,  1878  P.L.  95  seo.  1  as  am,  1915  P,L,  552  sao,  1. 

178.  1925  P.L.  6  seo,  1, 

179.  1877  P.L.  12  seo.  4;  1915  P.L,  142  seo.  1. 
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Boroughs,  Townships  and  School  Districts. 180   Actually  this 
record  does  not  exist  as  a  separate  entity  In  Adams  Coixnt^. 
Exceptions  of  the  plaintiff  In  error  mxist  be  filed  with  the 
prothonotary  before  certiorari  to  the  Justice  of  the  peace 
will  Issue .^Sl   At  the  end  of  their  terms  Justices  of  the 
peace  are  required  to  deliver  all  filled  dockets  to  the  pro- 
thonotaryl82  and  these  may  be  found  In  his  office  I856-I918. 

The  prothonotary  must  receive  and  file  lists  of  persons 
drawn  by  the  Jury  commissioners  to  serve  as  grand  and  petit 
jurors^**  and  he  keeps  a  record  of  their  attendance  JL84 

All  tax  or  mrinlclpal  claims  must  be  filed  with  the  pro- 
thonotaryl86  to  be  entered  by  him  in  the  Judgment  and  local- 
ity lndex«186   Unsatisfied  tax  liens  upon  real  estate  should 
be  entered  upon  separate  dockets  and  set  out  separately  for 
each  ward,  borough,  and  township.187   jn  Adams  County  they 
are  set  out  separately  only  for  each  ward  and  each  borough 
in  two  separate  index  volumes.   Special  assessments  against 
owners  of  property  for  costs  of  Improving  streets,  allays, 
or  highways  should  be  entered  in  a  municipal  lien  and  Judg- 
ment docket. 188   The  prothonotary  must  file  m\inicipal  claims 
of  boroughs  for  special  assessments  in  his  office •189 

Notices  of  liens  for  taxes  Amb   the  Federal  Government, 
and  certificates  discharging  such  liens,  are  filed  by  the 
Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  with  the  prothonotary  wbo  is 
required  to  keep  a  Federal  Tax  Lien  Index  and  a  Federal  Tax 
Lien  Notice  File.l^ 

glens  for  manual  labor  axid  materials  used  in  construe- 
are  filed  with  the  prothonotary  who,  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty, keeps  them  in  file  boxes  together  with  original  tax 
liens.  Since  I8I4.7  a  record  of  both  tax  and  mechanics*  liens 
have  been  recorded  in  a  docket  thus  anticipating  by  several 


IBO.  1906  P.L.  ?96  ••«••  1,  2* 

ISl*  Sulos  ef  Coart,  Rule  60* 
182.  1916  P.L.  669  seo*  1* 

185.  1834  P*L.  8S8  sao.  124|  1874  P.L.  46  see.  8* 
184*  1884  P«L.  888  ••«•  128. 

186.  1928  P.L.  207  a«o.  9|  1927  P.L.  729  seo.  2t  1927  P.L.  788 
••o.  8}  1987  P.L.  2609  teo.  9*  See  also  aots  of  1927  P.L.  820  rep. 
1989  P.L.  849  seo.  2  and  1959  P.rr'lTS9~89oa.  1,  2. 

186*  1928  P.L.  207  soo.  26. 

187.  1899  P.L.  120  soos.  1,  2. 

188*  1898  P.L.  458  seo.  6  rep.  as  to  third-oUss  oitlos  1931  P.L. 
982  seo.  4701.  See  aot  of  1939  P.L.  551  sees.  1,  2. 

189.  1939  P.I7"641  seo.  8. 

190.  1929  P.L.  1215  seos.  1,  3. 

191.  1872  P.L.  47  seo.  1)  1883  P.L.  116  seo.  1)  1887  P.L.  557t  1891 
P.L.  64  aeo.  1}  1901  P.L.  431  seos.  7,  10,  11,  15}  1905  P.L.  297  seo. 
1|  1906  P.L.  172  seo.  1.  Aooording  to  a  now  obsolete  provision  of  1836 
FJli.  616  seo.  8  liens  for  labor  and  oaterials  for  shipbuilders  are  ob- 
tained by  vlrtne  of  a  libel  filed  with  the  prothonotary. 
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decades   the  statutory  requirements  that  the  prothonotairy 
keep  a  mechanics'    lien  docket.l^      All  writs,    agreements, 
petitions,   awards,    and  notices  of  appeals   in  workmen's  con- 
pensation  cases  must  be  filed  with  the  prothonotary.l^S 

All  papers  filed  in  arbitration  proceedings  were  kept 
in  Rules   to.  Refer  and  Choose  Arbitrators  from  I8II  to  I858. 
In  the  following  year  they  were   included  in  the  Common  Pleas 
Files .1^      All  cases  settled  by  arbitration  were   recorded  in 
a  separate  docks tl^    entitled  Record  of  Arbitrators  fron 
1851  to  1875,     In  1876  the  practice  of  including   these  pro- 
ceedings  in  the  Appearance  Docket  was   resumed  as  had  been 
the  practice  before  1831* 

All  inquests,   writs,   accounts,    and  pleadings    in  Ivmacy 
and  habitual  drunkenness  proceedings  must  be  filed  with  the 
prothonotary.196      He  must  record   in  a  book  kept  for  that  pui»- 
pose  all  accoTints  of  assignees,   trustees,   sequestrators,   and 
committees,   and  all  reports  of  distributions  or  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  sheriff ,197      Trustees  of  insolvent  debtors 
and  assignees  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  must  file  their 
bonds,   inventories  of   the  estates  assigned,   and  proofs  of 
claims  with  the  prothonotary,  who  must  enter  them  on  rec- 
ord,198      Schedules  of  distribution  must  be  filed  with  the 
prothonotaryl99    who  must  give  public  notice  of  the  filing .200 
After  distribution  assignees'   accounts  are  filed  with  the 
prothonotary.201      In  Adams  County   the  records  pertaining  to 
insolvency  are  fairly  complete  and  full. 

Since  I8I1.9  the  prothonotary  has  been  reqxiired  to  enter 
into  a  Partition  Docket  all  proceedings  in  partition  and  to 
record  sheriff's  inquisitions  and  all  orders  of  the  cotirt  in 


192.     1872  P.L.  47  seo.  1)  1901  P.L.  4S1  seos*  7,  10,   11}  1905  P.L. 
172  8*0  •  1.     The  general  aot  of  1854  relating  to  Boohanios'   liena  waa 
extended  to  Adans  County  by  aot  of  1846  P.L.  527  seo.  1* 

195.  1915  P.L.  756  sees.  428-4S0|  1919  P.L.  426|  1951  P.L.  698  see. 
1  as  reen.  and  am.  1957  P.L.  1562  see.  1  and  twrHimr  reen.  and  aa.  1959 
P.L.  620  leo.  1. 

194.     The  ^rpe>  of  papers  iriiioh  way  be  found  here  are  desoribed  la 
the  following  aotst   1856  P.L.  715  aeoa.  20,  55,  47|  1874  P.L.  166  aeoa. 
1,  2;  Rulea  of  Court,  Rule  2. 

196.  1856  P.L.  715  aeo.  25.     For  apeoial  aota  of  Aaaeoibly  applying 
to  arbitration  proeeedioga  in  Adaaa  County,  aee  1868  P.L.  780|  1871  P.L. 
800. 

196.  1856  P.L.  589  aeoa.  19,  40-42,  50|  1874  P.L.  122  aeo.  !• 

197.  1850  P.L.  569  aeo.  19. 

198.  1856  P.L.  628  aeo.  6|  1885  P.L.  75  aeo.  1  rep.  1901  P.L.  404 
aeo.  42  idiioh  waa  auapetided  by  the  Federal  Bankruptoj  Aot  passed  1898, 
50  U.  S.  Stat.  544  oh.  541;  aeez  Lavery  ▼•  Beatty,  28  Diat.  612  (1919); 
HooTor  T.  Ober,  42  Super.  5CffTl909;. 

15?.     i5Sr"P.L.  729  aeo.  15. 

200.  Ibid.,   aeo.  26. 

201.  TSSE  P.L.  729  aeo.  50. 
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relation  to  partitions  and  common  recoveries ,202   in  Adams 
Coiinty  such  a  docket  was  kept  only  between  the  years  of  I855 
and  1908.  Before  that  time  partition  proceedings  were  re- 
corded in  the  Appearance  Docket  and  since  I908  they  have 
been  included  in  the  Miscellaneous  Docket. 

The  sheriff's  praecipes,  subpoenas,  proofs  of  notice  of 
service ,205  and  all  other  divorce  paper^O*  are  filed  in  the 
common  pleas  files.  The  divorce  proceedings  are  recorded  in 
the  Appearance  Docket,  the  only  separate  record  pertaining 
to  divorce  matters  being  the  Index  to  Decree  in  Divorce 
w^iich  has  been  kept  since  I878.   In  suits  by  divorced  ten- 
ants by  the  entireties  for  the  sale  of  property  sitxiated  in 
more  than  one  county,  where  a  division  of  the  proceeds  is 
sought,  a  certified  copy  of  the  divorce  proceedings  must  be 
filed  with  the  prothonotary  of  each  county. 205   "jhe  natural- 
ization records  found  in  the  prothonotary »s  office  are  there 
by  virtue  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
over  the  naturalization  of  aliens  .206 

In  all  types  of  proceedings  finally  brought  to  Judgment^ 
execution  proceedings  are  begun  and  recorded  in  the  differ- 
ent execution  records.  These  proceedings  are  s\ammarized  in 
the  Execution  Docket  which  has  been  carefully  kept  in  Adams 
County  since  I805.  Accounts  of  reports,  issues,  and  profits 
necessary  in  execution  proceedings  are  filed  with  the  pro- 
thonotary .207   Treasurer's  and  sheriff's  deeds  neceesita'ted 
by  the  sales  incident  to  execution  proceedings  are  carefully 
recorded  and  indexed  as  are  the  praecipes,  writs,  and  other 
papers  issued  in  the  course  of  these  proceedings .208   The 
prothonotary  receives  all  dockets  of  writs  kept  by  the  sher- 
iff^O^  after  acknowledgment  and  pending  deliveiry  for  record- 
ing sheriff  s  deeds  remain  in  the  custody  of  the  prothono- 
tary.210   The  recorder  of  deeds  must  forward  to  the  prothon- 
otary a  certificate  stating  the  place  of  record  of  such 
deeds,  and  the  prothonotary  must  then  note  the  same  in  the 
docket  of  the  particular  case .211   The  auditors  report8212 
and  the  sheriff  s  schedules  of  distribution  are  a  natural 
consequence  of  the  sales  conducted  in  execution  proceedings. 


202.  1849  P.L.  524  seo.  6;  1850  P.L.  569  seo.  27. 

205.  1929  P.L.  1257  seos.  26,  29,  58  anu  1959  P.L.  467. 

204.  1927  P.L.  884  seo.  1;  1929  P.L.  1257  sees.  25,  60;  1955  P.L. 
1020  seo.  1;  Rules  of  Coiirt,  adopted  specially  Maroh  11,  1940. 

205.  1927  P.L.  884  sec.  4. 

206.  1790,  1  U.  S.  Stat.  105  oh.  5;  1906,  54  U.  S.  Stat.  596  ch. 
5592  860.  Sj  1911,  56  U.  S.  Stat.  1167  eh.  251  seo.  289;  1915,  57  U.  S< 
Stat.  757  oh.  141  seo.  5. 

207.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  75. 

206.  1856  P.L.  606  seos.  15,  51;  1869  P.L.  8  seo.  1;  1887  P.L.  197 
860.  1|  1878  P.L.  147  No.  185  sec.  1;  1917  P.L.  365  seo.  18(l>-5). 

209.  1854  P.L.  557  seo.  78;  1836  P.L.  755  seos.  78,  79. 

210.  1905  P.L.  265  sees.  5,  4. 

211.  Ibid.,  seo.  5. 

212.  Sules  of  Court.  Rule  68* 
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When  an  inquest  is  held  by  virtue  of  an  exception  lev- 
ied on  real  estate  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sheriff  to  return, 
with  the  inquisitions  a  list  of  the  liens  exhibited  to  the 
jury .213   When  real  estate  is  sold  by  virtue  of  any  writ  of 
ejcecution  and  the  sheriff  has  reported,  by  filing  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  prothonotary  a  schedule  of  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  said  sale,  according  to  the  list  of  liens  on  the 
property  sold,  which  schedule  and  list  of  liens  he  has  at- 
tached to  his  returned  writ,  the  sheriff  must  give  notice  of 
the  filing  of  that  return  by  posting  a  notice  in  the  prothon- 
otary's  office,214 

Bonds  given  by  purchasers  of  real  estate  at  tax  sales 
should  be  filed  and  entered  in  a  surplus  bond  record^lS  but 
there  is  no  such  record  in  Adams  County  where  these  records 
are  kept  with  the  general  executions  records. 

Conditional  sales  contracts  have  been  kept  on  file  in 
Adams  County  since  192^  and  recorded  in  a  docket  for  the 
same  period  of  time.^lo   These  records  are  indexed  by  both 
a  direct  and  reverse  index.   Original  certificates  filed  by 
applicants  for  the  registration  of  a  fictitious  name  iinder 
which  they  wish  to  conduct  their  business  have  been  filed  in 
one  file  box  since  191?^^^  and  recorded  in  two  vol\ames  desig- 
nated Fictitious  Names  in  Business, 

A  register  of  attorneys  admitted  to  the  bar  pX.  Adams 
County  has  been  kept  since  its  formation  In  l800«     Though 
not  specifically  required  by  statute  a  medical  register  was 
kept  in  Adams  County  from  l88l  to  I889.   This  together  with 
the  certified  copies  of  diplomas  of  physicians  which  were 
filed  from  I88I  to  I909  were  probably  an  outgrowth  of  spe- 
cial legislation  pertaining  to  Adams  Covin ty  in  which  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  control  the  practice  of  medicine  and  sur- 
gery within  its  confines  to  residents.219 

Although  legislation  did  not  require  the  keeping  of  a 
Dentist  Register  until  1921^20  such  a  record  has  been  kept 
since  1885.  An  Optometry  Register  was  begun  1  year  after 
the  passage  of  legislation  requiring  it. 221   There  are  no 


213.  Rulas  of  Court,  Rule  78. 

214.  Ibid.,  specially  adopted  February  26,  1940. 

215.  1804  P.L.  517,  4  Sm.L.  201  sec.  2;  1895  P.L.  47  sec.  1. 

216.  1925  P.L.  603  No.  325  sees.  6,  7,  10;  1927  P.L.  979  sec.  2 
1935  P.L.  658  sec.  1;  1939  P.L.  43  sec.  1. 

217.  1917  P.L.  645  sec.  1;  1921  P.L.  465  sec.  1. 

218.  The  first  lag.i8lation  pertaining  to  the  keeping  of  records  oon- 
cerning  attorneys  was  passed  in  1909  P.L,  475  seo.  Ij  1919  P.L.  73  sec. 
Ij  1921  P.L.  151  sec.  Ij  1923  P.L.  1069  sec.  1. 

219.  1869  P.L.  1067  sees.  1,  3;  1870  P.L.  705  sec.  2  sup.  1875  P.L. 
51. 

220.  1921  P.L.  399. 

221.  1917  P.L.  21  sec.  6;  1925  P.L.  659  seo.  2;  1937  P.L.  795  sec. 
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osteopathic222    or  mldwife^^^    registers   despite   legislation 
requiring    them.      On  the   other  hand,    in  the   absence   of   legis- 
lative  requirement   a  veterinary   register  was  kept   from  1889 
to   1920.      An  act   of  1905    required   that   owners   of  automobiles 
register  with   the   prothonotary   the   name   and  residence   of   the 
owner  or  owners,    the   name   of    the  manufacturer  and    the  manu- 
facturer's  number  of   the   motor  vehicle.      This   act  was   re- 
pealed 2  years   later  but   there   is   no   trace   of  such  a   record 
in  the   prothonotary' 3   office   of  Adams   County. 224 

The   Stallion  Docket  kept  since   I889  was   not   required  by 
legislation  until   I9O7.225       This   constitutes   a    record   of  all 
Jacks   or  stallions   listed  for  breeding   purposes   for  which 
their  owners  have   procured   licenses   from  the   State  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.      Disabled  war  veterans   are    permitted   to 
o'btain  peddlers'    certificates  and   the   prothonotary  has  kept 
their  petitions   in  a   record   labeled   Peddler's  License   for 
Soldiers .226      The   prothonotary   is   required   to  keep  advance 
copies   of  the   laws   enacted  at  each  session  of   the   General 
Assembly227    for  public   inspection  and  when  these   copies  are 
borrowed  he    takes  a   receipt  for  their  return.     These   re- 
ceipts were  kept   in  Adams  County  only  for  the   period  18514.-50. 
Stenographers  Notes   of  Testimony  were   only  kept   separately 
from  1881   to   1951.      In  1932   they  were   combined  with  other 
papers   in  the   common  pleas   files. 

The  prothonotary   is   required   to  keep  general  accounts 
of  the  business   of  his   office   in  a  Cost  Docket.     All  costs 
collected  by  him  and  not  paid  out   to   the   proper  parties  are 
turned  over,   with  the  Cost  Docket   to  his   successor.228       jje 
must  keep  an  account  of  all  fees   received  by  hlm?29    and   in 
Adams  County  this   Is   In  the   form  of  a  dally   record  entitled 
Cotmter  Book.      In  a  file  box  labeled  Receipts   from  Common- 
wealth,   the  Adams  County  prothonotary  has  kept  receipts   for 
the   fees  he  has   submitted   to   the   State  Department  of  Revenue 
since   1916. 


222.  1909  P.L.  46  seo.  9;    1911  P.L.  241  seo.   Ij  1915  P.L.  687 
seo.  1. 

223.  1913  P.L.  441  seo.   1  rep.   1929  P.L.   160  sec.  7. 

224.  1903  P.L.  268  seo.   1  rep.  1905  P.L.  217  seo.  4. 

225.  1907  P.L.   14  seo.   1  sup.   1911  P.L.  631  seo.   1;   1921  P.L.  200 
seo.  1. 

226.  1867  P.L.  50  sec.  1;   1891  P.L.  250  seo.  1;   1921  P.L.  895 
seo.  1;   1935  P.L.   126  seo.  Ij   1937  P.L.   1191  No.  305  seo.  1. 

227.  1893  P.L,   102  seo.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  230. 

228.  1913  P.L.   188  sec     1. 

229.  1868  P.L.  3  sec.  fa,  1874  P.L.  125  seo.  1;  1901  P.L.  175 

seo.  1;  1909  P.L.  77  seo.  1;   "l  P.L.  69  seo.  1.  By  the  act  of  1810, 
5  Sm.L.  105  these  accounts  had  t:  ^^  forwarded  to  the  Auditor  General. 
This  act  was  rep.  as  to  coimties  w  ha  population  less  than  150,000, 
1874  P.L.  126  seo.  1. 
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Unless  otherwise  Indicated,  records  of  the  prothonotary 
are  to  be  fovind  in  his  office  vault. 


80.  MINUTE  BOOK,  iSi^-Y— .   ik  vols.  (I4.  vols,  unlabeled; 
10  vols.  1-10).   I8OO-I8J4.6  in  Appearance  Docket, 
entry  98. 

Minutes  of  proceedings  In  common  pleas  court,  showing  court 
term  and  case  no.;  time  convened  and  adjourned;  names  of  par- 
ties, jurors,  attorneys,  and  presiding  Judge;  character  of 
case;  Jury  report;  smd  disposition.  Arr,  chron.  by  court 
term.  No  Index.  Hdw,  1814.7-19214.;  typed  1925  — .  Aver.  60O 
pp.  lU  5A  3c  10  X  2i.  k   vols.,  1814.7-72,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  10 
vols.,  1872—,  off.  vlt. 

Bonds  and  Oatha 
(see  also  entries  7I,  188-I9O,  203) 

81.  TREASURERS  BOND  AND  APPOINTMENT  AND  OATHS  OP  COUN- 
TY OPPICERS,  1805—.   8  f.b.,  1  bdl.   Subtitled  by 
name  of  office.  Title  varies  slightly;  untitled, 
1857-66,  1  bdl.  o-   ^» 

Contains: 

a.  Bonds  of  officials,  showing  names  of  official  and 

surety;  date,  amo\xnt,  and  conditions  of  bond; 
dates  approved  and  filed;  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.  Por  J,  P.  bonds,  I8OO-I856,  see  en- 
try 111;  for  commissioners'  bonds,  I878-I92IJ., 
see  entiry  190. 

b.  Oaths  of  office  of  officials,  showing  date  of  oati^ 

name  of  commissioner,  term  of  office,  obliga- 
tion, and  seal  and  signature  of  official  admlnls- 
ikerlng  oath.  Por  oaths  of  Jury  commissioners, 
1868-82,  see  entry  111;  for  oaths  of  commission- 
ers, 192I4. — ,  see  entry  111. 

Arr.  chron  by  date  filed.  No  Index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd. 

fm.      10  X  5  X  II4..     1  bdl.,    1857-66,   bsmt.  vlt.  A;   8  f.b., 

1805—,   off.   vlt. 

Trial  and  Argument  Lists 
(See  also  entries,    I95,    I9I4.) 

82.  WATCH  BOOK,    I827— .      I5  vols.    (9  vols,   unlabeled; 
I4.  vols,   dated) . 

Motions   filed  for  argument   In  common  pleas   court,    showing 
date,    court   term  and  case  no.,   names  of  parties   and  attor- 
neys,  nature   of  motion,   date  heard,   and  disposition.     Arr. 
chron.   by  court  term.      No  Index,    I827-I908;    Indexed  alph.   by 
first  letter  of   surnames  of  parties,    I909 — ,      Hdw.     Aver.   60 
pp.   6  3A  3t  8i  X  i,     12  vols.,    1827-1908,   bsmt.   vlt.  A;   1 
vol.,   1909  —  ,    off.   vlt. 
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8^.  TRIAL  LIST,  1806~.  i;  f.b.  (2  f.b.  \inlabeled; 
2  f.b.  dated). 
List  of  cases  scheduled  for  hearing  in  common  pleas  court, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties  and  attor- 
neys, list  of  jurors  chosen  for  term,  and  character  of  case. 
Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   No  index.   Hdw.  iBoS-Ti^.;  ptd. 
1875  —  .   2  f.b.,  1806-714.,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  2  f.b.,  1875— ,  off. 
vlt. 

Judgments 
(See  also  entries,  6-10) 

81;.   JUDGMENT  DOCKET  (INDEX),  I8OO— .  ^k   vols.  (2 

vols,  dated;  52  vols,  labeled  by  contained  letters 
of  alphabet).   Title  varies:  General  Index  to 
Judgment  Docket,  I8OO-I892,  2  vols. 
Index  of  judgments  recorded  in  Appearance  Docket,  entry  98* 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  filed,  names  of  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  type  and  amount  of  lien,  vol.  and  p.  ref- 
erence, and  date  satisfied.   Also  contains:   Index  to  As- 
signed Judgments,  I895 — ,  entry  86.  Arr.  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  defendant,  I8OO-I892;  arr.  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  given  name  of  defendant.  I893 — .   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver.  3OO  pp.  I8  x  llj.  x  2^,   $5  vols., 
1800-1860,  1895  —  ,  off.  vlf,   1  vol.,  1860-92,  bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

85.  ADSECTUI.l  JUDGJ^NT  INDEX,  I916--.   5  vols,  (dated). 
Plaintiff's  index  to  judgments  recorded  in  Appearance  Dock- 
et, entry  98*  showing  names  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and 
vol.  and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  given 
name  of  plaintiff.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver,  5OO  pp.  l6t  x  12 
X  2.   Off. 

86.  INDEX  TO  ASSIGNED  JUDGMENT,  1876-914..  1  vol.  Dis- 
continued. I895-"  ^^  Judgment  Docket  (Index),  en- 
try 8I4.. 

Index  to  assigned  judgments  entered  in  Appearance  Docket, 
entry  98*  showing  names  of  assignee  and  assignor,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  date  filed,  amount  involved,  and  vol.  and  p. 
reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  assign- 
or.  Hdw.   100  pp.   12  X  lit.  X  3.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

87.  DAILY  JUDGNfENT  RECORD,  1957—.   5  bdl.  (dated). 
Daily  record  of  judgments  presented  for  filing  and  record- 
ing, showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties,  type 
and  amount  of  judgment,  and  dates  filed  and  recorded.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  6 

X  2.   Off. 

Liens 

88.  LOCALITY  IN.  7^^'  TOWNSHIPS,  I9O3  — .   1  vol. 

Index  to  location  of  p..   '^rty  on  which  tax  or  mechanics'  li- 
ens have  been  filed  and  .  il^h  are  recorded  In  Mechanic  and 
Tax  Liens (Docket) ,  entry  9'   showing  names  of  township  and 
owner;  court  term  and  case  no,;  location  and  description  of 
property;  date,  type,  and  amovmt  of  lien;  and  vol.  and  p. 
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reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  twp.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  1^.00 
pp.  17  X  15i  X  2  5A. 

89.  LOCALITY  INDEX  BOROUGHS,  1903~.   1  vol.   Index  to 
location  of  property  on  which  tax  or  mechanics'  liens  have 
been  filed  and  which  are  recorded  In  Mechanic  and  Tax  Liens 
(Docket),  entry  90>  showing  Information  as  In  entry  88. 
Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  boro.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  I4.OO  pp.   17^ 
X  I5I  X  2  5A. 

90.  MECHANIC  AND  TAX  LIENS  (Docket),  I8I4.7— .  10  vols, 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet).  Title 
varies:   Mechanics'  Liens,  l8i].7-1954,  6  vols. 

Record  of  mechanics'  and  tax  liens  filed  against  property, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  date,  type,  and  amount  of 
lien J  name  and  address  of  defendant;  location  and  descrip- 
tion of  property;  and  date  satisfied.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
filed.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defend- 
ant; for  Indexes,  I905  — ,  see  entries  88,  89.  Hdw.  181+.7- 
I93I4.;  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   1955—.  Aver.  6OO  pp.  I5  x  12  x  5. 

91.  TAX  LIENS,  WAGE  CLAIMS  AND  MECHANIC  LIENS,  18^6—. 
11  f.b.  (dated). 

Liens  filed  against  property,  showing  court  term  and  case 
no.;  names  of  parties;  date,  type,  and  amount  of  lien;  loca- 
tion and  description  of  property;  date  of  satisfaction;  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  I4.  5/I4.  x  ll|., 

92.  LAND  LIEN  DOCKET,  I86I4.-68.   1  vol. 

List  of  unparented  lands  on  which  the  Commonwealth  filed  li- 
ens, showing  lien  no.,  date  of  grant,  name  of  warrantee, 
quantity  of  land  applied  for,  location,  quantities  retained 
and  unpatented,  amovint  paid,  rate  of  interest,  amoiint  due, 
date  of  payment,  fees,  satisfaction  no.  and  date,  and  cer- 
tification by  the  Surveyor  General.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
recorded.   No  index.   Hdw.  1^0   pp.  12  x  21  x  -fe,  Bsmt. 
vlt.  A. 

95.   CONDITIONAL  CONTRACT  OP  SALES  DOCKET,  I925  — , 
5  vols.  (1-3). 
Record  of  conditional  sales  contracts,  showing  date,  file 
no.,  names  and  addresses  of  buyer  and  seller,  location  and 
description  of  items  purchased,  amount  involved,  balance 
due,  terms  of  agreement,  and  dates  of  filing  and  satisfac- 
tion. Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   Indexed  alf^.  by  first 
letter  of  surnames  of  buyer  and  seller,  I925-29;  for  Index- 
es, 1929 — ,  see  entries  95,  96.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver, 
500  pp.  18  X  12  X  2i. 

91]..   CONDITIONAL  SALES  CONTRACTS,  I925  — .   5  f.b. 
(dated). 
Conditional  sales  contracts,  showing  information  as  in  en- 
try 93.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No'  Index.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.   10  X  5  X  14. 
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95.  REVERSE  INDEX  TO  CONDITIONAL  CONTRACT  OF  SALES 
(Docket),  1929—.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Conditional  Contract  of  Sales  Docket,  entry  95, 
showing  names  of  buyer  and  seller,  dates  of  filing  and  sat- 
isfaction, file  no,,  and  vol.  end  p.  reference.   Arr.  alph. 
by  first  letter  of  surname  of  buyer.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  725 
pp.  18  X  11+  X  5. 

96.  DIRECT  -  INDEX  TO  CONDITIONAL  CONTRACT  OP  SALES 
(Docket),  1929--.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Conditional  Contract  of  Sales  Docket,  entry  93# 
sijowing  information  as  in  entry  95 •  Arr.  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  seller.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm,   725  pp.  I8 
X  114.  X  3. 

Papers  and  Dockets 

97.  (COMON   PLEAS  FILES),    I8OO— .      266  f.b.    (dated). 
Papers  filed   in  proceedings   in  common  pleas   court,    showing 
court  term  and   case  no.,    date  filed,   names   of  parties   and 
attorneys,    character  of   instrument,    cause   for  action,    dis- 
position,   and   official   seals   euid   signatures.      Also  contains: 
Rules   to  Refer  and  Choose  Arbitrators,    l859-~#    entry  IO3; 
Praecipes,    I8OO-I8I4.O,    I855-6I,    I875  — ,    entry  IO6;   Lunacy 
Proceedings,    16OO-I905,    entry  112;   Trustee   and  Committee 
Bonds,    1955 — ,    entry   llij:   Opinion   of  Court,    I8OO-I86I,    entry 
117j   Depositions,    I8OO-I8U9,    I895  — ,    entry  II8;   Bill,  of 
Ocdts,    1800-1819.    1855-914.,    1906—,    entry   119;    Precept  for 
Venire,    180O-I85U,    entry   120;  Writs   of  Capias,    Summons,   At- 
tachments,   Habeas   Corpus   and  Scire  Facias,    I87O — ,    entry 
132;   Stay   of   Judgments,    I8OO-I823,    I825  — ,    entry   I33;   Dis- 
tributions  and  Sheriffs  Distributions,    I80O-I859,    entry   I56; 
Bills    in  Equity,    I8OO-I862,    entry  I37;   Certiorari   to  Deter- 
mine Before   Justices,    I836 — ,    entry  U+l;    Insolvent  Debtors, 
1906 — ,    entry   ll|2;   Appointment   and  Oaths    of  Appraisers    in 
Assigned  Estates,    I8OO-I902,    I9IO — ,    entry   li|4;   Assignees 
Discharge,    I8OO-I915,    I927 — ,    entry   II4.6;   Assignee  Bonds, 
1929 — ,    entry   II4.8;   Deeds   of  Assignment' for  Benefit  of  Credi- 
tors,   1800-1906,    entry   lk-9;    Inventory   and   Sale   List,    I8OO- 
1883,    entry   I5O;   Copies   of  Orders   of  Sale,    I8OO-I874, 

1895  —  ,    entry   I5I;    Order  and  Return   of  Sale,    I8OO-I853, 
1911,    entry  1^2;    Sales    in  Bulk,    I8OO-I928,    entry   I53 ;    and 
Stenographer  Notes,    I932 — ,    entry   I8U.      Arr.    chron.   by   court 
teiTO,      No   index.      Hdw.    and   typed   on  ptd.    fm.      10  x  5   ^c   II4-, 

98.  APPEARANCE   DOCKET,    I8OO— .      99   vols,    (lettered). 
Title  varies:      Appearance   and   Judgment  Docket, 
1800-1892,    8  vols. 

Record  of   proceedings    in  common  pleas   court,    showing   court 
term  and  case   no.,    names   of  parties   and   attorneys,    cause   for 
action,    date   filed,    and  abstract   of   papers    filed.      Also   con- 
tains:     Minute  Book,    I6OO-I8U6,    entry   8O;   Miscellaneous 
Docket,    1600-1895,    entry   101;    Record   of  Arbitrators,    I8OO- 
18S0,    1876—,    entry   102;    Partition  Docket,    I8OO-I852,    entry 
104;    Praecipe  Docket,    I8OO-I876,    entry   10^;    /iccoimt  and  Dis- 
tribution Docket,    I8OO-I8U9,    entry   I35;   Equity  Docket,    I8OO- 
1856,    entry  I38;    (Insolvent  Debtors  Docket),    I906 — ,    entry 
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II4.5;  and  A-uditors  Reports,  I8OO-I876,  entry  1^,     Arr. 
chron.  by  court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
names of  parties;  for  index  to  judgments,  I80O — ,  8«e  entry 
Sk;   plaintiff's  index  to  judgments,  I916 — ,  see  entry  85;  to 
assigned  judgments,  I876-9I4.,  see  entry  86;  to  ejectment 
cases,  1872 — ,  see  entry  IO7;  to  divorce  decrees,  I878 — , 
see  entry  IO6;  to  oases  of  lunacy  and  habittial  drunkards, 
1878—,  see  entry  109;  ^^^  ^^   continued  cases,  1800-1802, 
see  entry  110,   Hdw.  Aver.  75O  pp.  l8i  x  IJ  x  3^, 

99.  APPEARANCE  AND  JUDGMENT  DOCKET,  I8Q8-76,  many 
gaps«   II4.  vols. 

Obsolete  recording  of  proceedings  in  common  pleas  court, 
showing  infoiTBation  as  in  entry  98.  Arr.  chron.  by  court 
term.   Indexed  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  parties. 
Hdw.  Aver.  75O  pp.  I8*  x  I5  x  ji.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

100.  CIRCTJIT  COURT  DOCKET,  I8OI-5U.   1  Tol.  Discon- 
tinued. 

Record  of  petitions  filed  in  circuit  court,  showing  date 
filed,  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties  and  peti- 
tioners, character  of  petition,  cause  for  action,  and  date 
of  court  decreee.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  Ho  Index. 
Hdw.  lj.00  pp.  13  X  8i  X  li. 

101.  MISCELLANEOUS  DOCKET,  I896— .   10  vols.   I8OO- 
1893  in  Appearance  Docket,  entry  98. 

lleeoTd  of  miecellaneoxis  petitions  filed  in  ooanon  pleas 
ccurt,  showing  court  term  and  case  no»,  names  of  parties  and 
^etltioiwrs,  date  filed,  character  of  instrument,  cause  for 
action,  and  date  of  court  rule  or  decree.  Also  contains r 
Partition  Docket,  1909 — »  »»itry  1014-.  Arr.  chron.  by  court 
term.   Indexed  by  first  letter  of  sumanw  of  plaintiff. 
Hdw.  Aver.  620  pp.  12  x  I5  x  2  5 A. 

102.  RECORD  OP  ARBITRATORS,  I85I-75.   2  vols,   I8OO- 
1850,  1876 —  In  Appearence  Docket,  entry  98. 

Record  of  artoltratlon  proceedings,  showing  court  term  and 
ease  no.,  names  of  parties  azufl  arbitrators,  date  appointed, 
date  and  place  of  meeting,  reasons  of  arbitration,  and  dls- 
posltloiv.  Arr:.  chron.  by  court  teitt.  No  index.  Hdw. 
Aver*  14.0  pp.  8  X  Id  X  i^.  Bent.  vlt.  A. 

105.   RULES  TO  HBPBR  AND  CHOOSE  AlffllTR&TORS,  l8ll-^. 
2  f.b.   1859 —  in  ComjBon  Pleas  Piles,  eatry  97. 
Petitions  filed,  rules  of  reference,  and  appointment  of  a^p- 
bitratore,  showing  court  tern  and  case  no.,  dates  filed  and 
appointed.  Mimes  of  parties  and  arbltratoi*,  character  of 
dispute,  date  and  place  of  meeting,  dlspoaltlcot,^  and   offi- 
cial seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chroxt.  by  date  filed.   No 
index.  Hdw.  on  ptd..  fra.  5  5A  x  9^  x  5  y/k*     Bs«t*  vlt.  A. 

IOI4..   PARTITION  DOCKET,  l853-19^-   1  ▼©!.  (A).   I8OO- 
1852  in  Appearance  Docket,  entry  98;  I909—  in 
Miscellaneous  Docket,  entiy  101. 
Record  of  partition  proceedings,  showing  court  term  and  case 
no»,  names  of  parties  and  attortieys,  location  and  descrlp- 


128  ADAMS  COUNTV- 


tlon  of  p3?operty,  and  orders  of  court.  Arr.  chron.  by  court 
texm.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  parties, 
Hdw.  14.00  pp.  10  X  15  X  2.   Bsmt.  vlt,  A. 

105.  PRAECIPE  DOCKET,  I877— .   I3  vols.  (1-13).   I8OO- 
1876  in  Appearance  Docket,  entry  98. 

Recorded  copies  of  praecipes  Issued  for  court  cases,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties  and  attorneys, 
type  of  writ,  dates  Issued  and  returned,  and  total  amotmt  of 
costs.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surnames  of  parties.  Hdw.  Aver.  525  pp.  II4.  x  9^ 
X.2.  5  vols.,  1877-86,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  10  vols.,  l886~,  off. 
vlt. 

106.  PRAECIPES,  l8hl'5k>    1862-72.   7  f.b.  (dated). 
l800-l8i|.0,  1855-61,  1875—  in  Common  Pleas  Piles, 
entry  97. 

Orders  to  Issue  writs,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date 
filed,  writ  no.,  type  and  nature  of  writ,  names  of  parties 
and  attorneys,  cause  for  action,  dates  issued  and  returned, 
and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  nvm,   by  writ  no. 
No  index.  Hdw.   5  jA  x  9i  x  3  3A.  Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

107.  EJECTMENT  INDEX,  I872— .   3  vols. 

Index  to  ejectment  cases  recorded  in  Appearance  Docket,  en- 
try 98,  showing  names  of  parties,  court  term  and  case  no., 
and  vol.  and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  defendant.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  70  pp.  16  ^/k 
X  11  5A  X  1. 

108.  INDEX  TO  DECREE  IN  DIVORCE,  I878— .   2  vols. 
Index  to  divorce  decrees  recorded  in  Appearance  Docket,  en- 
try 98,  showing  names  of  libelant,  respondent,  attorney,  and 
judge;  court  term  and  case  no.;  date  of  decree;  and  vol.  and 
p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  li- 
belant. Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  200  pp.  I7  x  12  x  2. 

109.  INDEX  TO  LUNATIC  AND  HABITUAL  DRUNKARD,  I878— . 
2  vols. 

Index  to  lunacy  and  habitual  drunkard  cases  recorded  in  Ap- 
pearance Docket,  entry  98»  showing  court  term  and  case  no., 
names  of  parties  and  committee,  date  of  court  decree,  and 
vol,  and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
names of  parties.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  I50  pp.  I7  x  12 
X  li.   1  vol.,  1878-1919,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  1  vol.,  I92O— ,  off. 
vlt. 

110.  (INDEX  TO  CONTINUED  CASES),  l800-l802p   1  vol. 
Discontinued. 

Index  to  continued  cases  recorded  in  Appearance  Docket,  en- 
try 98,  showing  name-  of  plaintiff  and  defendant,  and  vol. 
and  p.  reference.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames 
of  parties.   Hdw.   II4.5  pp.  II4.  x  7  x  1^.  Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 
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111.  MISCELLANEOUS  PETITIONS,  I8OO— .   6  bdl.,  I6  f.b. 
(dated).   Title  varies:  Miscellaneous  Papers, 
1800-1814,  6  bdl. 

Miscellaneous  papers  filed  in  common  pleas  court,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  date  filed,  names  of  parties,  char- 
acter of  instrument,  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Al- 
so contains;  Bonds  of  Justices  of  Peace.  I8OO-1856,  entry 
8la;  Oaths  of  Jury  Commissioners,  1868-82,  entry  8lb;  Re- 
ports and  Petitions  and  Appointment  of  Viewing  of  Streets, 
Alleys  and  Avenues,  18714.-92,  entry  II6;  Jury  Wheel,  I868- 
1916,  entry  125;  Attendance  of  Petit  Jurors  at  Court,  I8OO- 
1921,  entry  12I4.;  Acceptance  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  l8l4.0- 
8l|.,  entrv  125;  Auditors  Reports  (Sheriff  Sales),  I8OO-I82I, 
entry  IJU;  and  Assignees  Accounts,  I8OO-I82I,  entry  II4.5. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd. 
fm.   Bdl.  3i  X  8i  X  k;    f.b.  10  x  5  x  li|.   6  bdl.,  I6OO-I81I+, 
bstit.  vlt.  A;  16  f.b.,  I815  — ,  off.  vlt. 

112.  LWIACY  PROCEEDINGS,  I906— .  k   f.b.  (dated). 
1800-1905  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 

Papers  filed  in  Ivinacy  cases,  showing  court  term  and  case 
no.;  date  filed;  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  and  fiduciary; 
character  of  instrument;  cause  for  action;  disposition;  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term. 
No  index.  Typed.   10  x  5  x  ll|, 

113.  PARTIAL  AND  FINAL.  AC  COUNT  OF  TRUSTEES,  iSOii.— . 
3  f.b.  (dated).  Title  varies:  Trustee  and  Com- 
mittee Accovints,  I80I4.-I902,  2  f.b. 

Accotmts  filed  by  trustees  In  estates  of  feeble-minded  per- 
sons, showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  date  filed;  names  of 
feeble-minded  parties  and  trustees;  itemized  assets,  liabil- 
ities, receipts,  and  expenditures;  balance;  schedule  of  dis- 
tribution; and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron* 
by  date  filed.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm,   10 
X  5  X  114.. 

111;.   TRUSTEE  AND  COMMITTEE  BONDS,  I836-I952.   1  f.b. 
1935 —  In  Common  Pleas  Piles,  entry  §7. 
Bonds  posted  by  guardians  and  trustees  of  estates  of  feeble- 
minded persons  and  habit\ial  drunkards,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no.;  names  of  parties,  trustees,  and  sureties;  date, 
amount,  conditions,  and  obligations  of  bond;  date  approved 
by  court;  and  official  seals  and  signatures,  Arr.  chron,  by 
date  filed.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5 
X  11;. 

115.   CHARTERS,  I85I4.— .   1  f.b.  (dated). 
Papers  filed  by  organizations  for  charters,  showing  date 
filed;  name,  address,  and  purpose  of  organization;  nam.es  of 
officers;  constitution;  date  of  hearing;  disposition;  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index,  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm,   10  x  5  x  II4.. 


ISO  ADAMS  COUNTY 


116.  REPORTS  AND  PETITIONS  hVD   APPOINTMENT  OF  VIEWING 
OP  STREETS  ALLKZS  AND  JLVENIIES,  I895— ,   2  f.b. 
(dated).   I87I4.-92  In  Miscellaneous  Petitions, 
entry  111, 

Petitions  filed  to  appoint  viewers  of  land  for  public  use, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  filed,  names  of  peti- 
tioners and  property  owners,  location,  purpose,  surveyor's 
drawing  and  report,  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm, 
10  X  5  X  lU. 

117.  OPINION  OF  COURT,  l8bZ— .   5  f.b,  (dated).   iBOO- 
1861  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 

Opinions  rendered  by  judges  of  common  pleas  court,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  date  rendered,  names  of  parties 
and  attorneys,  character  of  opinion,  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  rendered.   No  index.   Hdw, 
and  typed.   10  x  5  x  lij.. 

118.  DEPOSITIONS,  1850-92.   1  bdl.,  6  f.b.  (dated). 
I8OO-I8I1.9,  1895 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry 

97. 
Testimony  of  witnesses  taken  at  hearing,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no.;  names  of  parties,  witnesses,  and  attorneys; 
nature  of  testimony;  date  and  place  of  testimony;  date  filed; 
and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron,  by  date 
filed.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Bdl.  3i  x  9  x  2;  f.b, 
10  X  5  X  ll|.   6  f.b.,  1850-92,  off.  vlt;  1  bdl.,  1869,  bsmt. 
vlt.  A. 

119.  BILL  OF  COSTS,  l820-5i4.,  I895-I905.   7  f.b. 
(dated),  1  bdl.  (\anlabeled) .  l800-l3l9,  I855- 
9]+,  1906 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97, 

Itemized  bill  of  costs  of  court  cases,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no.,  names  of  parties  assessed,  total  amount,  date 
filed,  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr,  chron.  by 
court  term.  No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  F.b. 
14.  X  10  X  4;  bdl.  5  X  6  X  2^.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A, 

Juries 
(See  also  entry  5OO) 

120.  PRECEPT  FOR  VENIRE,  I855  — .   2  f.b.  (1  f.b, 
dated;  1  f.b.  unlabeled).   I8OO-I85I4.  in  Common 
Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 

Writs  from  president  Judge  to  sheriff  to  ©mpanel  jury,  show- 
ing date,  court  term,  number  of  jurors  to  be  chosen,  and 
signature  of  president  judge.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  issued. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  ll|-.   1  f.b., 
1855-82,  bsmt.  vlt.  A.;  1  f.b.,  I853— ,  off.  vlt, 

121.  '(/ENIRE  FOR  JTtRY,  I8IO-U4.,  I857-72,  l8bO  — .   5  f.bi 
(dated). 

Venires  for  grand  and  petit  juries,  showing  date;  type  of 
jury;  court  term  drawn  for;  name,  addresses,  and  occupations 
of  jurors;  date  summoned;  and  official  seals  and  signatures, 
Arr,  chron.  by  coiirt  term.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd. 
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ftn.    10  X   5   X   Ik*      k  f.b.,    I8l0-i|i|,    1857-72,   bsmt.   vlt.   A.; 
1   f.b.,    1880—,    off.    vlt. 

122.      LIST  OF  JURORS,    1875--.      10  bdl.,    2   f.b.    (dated). 
List  of   jurors   drawn  for  service,    showing  name,    address,    and 
occupation  of   juror;    court   term  and  court   for  which  drawn; 
dates   accepted   and    returned;    and   signatures   of   jury   commis- 
sioners  and   president    ludge.     Arr.    chron.   by  court   tenn. 
No   index.      Hdw.   1875-Bb;    hdw.    and    typed   I887— .      Bdl.    5I 
X  8i  X  k;    f.b.    10  X  5  X  lk»      10  bdl.,    1875-1886,   bsmt.   vlt. 
A;  2  f.b.,   18U7~,   off.   vlt. 

12$.      JURY  WHEEL,    I917— »      1   f.^.    (dated).      I868-I916 
in  Miscellaneous    Petitions,    entry  111. 
List  of  citizens'    names   placed   in   jury  wheel,    showing  court 
term;    name,  address,    and  occupation  of   citizen;    and   date 
summoned.      Arr.    chron.   by   court   term.      No   index.      Typed  on 
ptd.    fm.    10  X   5   X  Ik* 

12i|.      ATTENDANCE   OF   PETIT   JURORS  AT   COURT,    1922  —  . 

1  f.b.      1800-1921   in  Miscellaneous   Petitions, 

entry   111. 
Jurors'    attendance    record,    showing  court   term,    names   of   ju- 
rors,   dates  of  attendance,    reason  excused  or  stricken  off 
list,    aiiu    signatures   of   jurors.      Arr.    chron.   by   court   term. 
No    index.      Hdw.   on  ptd.    fm.      10  x  5  x   llj.. 

Justice  of  the  Peace 

125.  ACCEPTAFCE  OF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE,  I885— .   2 
f.b.  Title  varies;  Notice  of  Acceptance  of  Jus- 
tice of  Peace,  I885-I915,  1  f.b.   18I;0-8U  in  Via- 
cellaneous  Petitions,  entry  111. 

Acceptance  of  office  filed  by  elected  justices  of  the  peace, 
showing  date  -of  election,  names  of  justice  and  civil  divi- 
sion, date  filed,  and  signature  of  justice.   Arr.  chron.  by 
date  filed.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  II4.. 

126.  CIVIL  DOCKET  (Justices  of  the  Peace),  I856-I918. 
5  vols.   Subsequent  records  kept  by  Justices. 

Dockets  of  justices  of  peace  deposited  with  prothonotary  at 
expiration  of  term  of  office,  showing  date  of  hearing; 
names  of  parties,  witnesses,  and  justice  of  the  peace;  cause 
for  action;  amount  involved;   and  disposition.   Arr.  chron. 
by  date  of  hearing.   No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  5OO  pp.  11  x  8 
X   1-5.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

Executions 
(See  also  entries  58,  287,  288) 

127.  Fl(erl)  FA(cia)S,  I8OO— .   90  f.b.  (dated). 
\Vrits  issued  -in  execution  proceedings,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no;  names  of  parties  and  attorneys;  amounts  of 
debt  and  costs;  location  and  description  of  property;  dates 
issued,  returned,  and  filed;  and  official  signatures.   Arr. 
chron,  by  date  filed.   No  index,   Hdw.  and  hdw.  and  typed  on 
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ptd.  fm.   10  X  5  X  li+i   75  f.b.,  1800-1879,  bsmt.  vlt.  A; 
17  f.b.,  1871—,  off.  vlt. 

128.  WRITS  OP  CIRCUIT  COURT,  I8OI-9.   2  f.b.  (dated). 
Diacontluned, 

Writs  Issued  by  circuit  court  to  sheriff  for  execution,  show- 
ing court  term  and  case  no.j  names  of  parties,  attorneys, 
and  sheriff;  type  of  writ;  dates  issued,  served,  and  return- 
ed; cause  of  action;  official  seals  and  signatures;  and  date 
filed.   Arr,  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  5  j/Ij. 
3C  9i  at  5  5A.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

129.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  I8O5  — .   19  vols.  ( I6  vols-, 
unlabeled;  5  vols.^  dated)  . 

Record  of  execution  proceedings,  showing  co\irt  term  and  case 
no.;  names  of  parties  and  attorneys;  type  of  writ;  dates  is- 
sued and  returned;  and  amoxints  of  real  debt,  judgment,  fees, 
and  costs.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surnames  of  parties.   Hdw.  1805-I909;  hdw. 
and  typed  I9IO  — .  Aver.  6OO  pp.  15I  x  11^  x  Zf,      I6  vols., 
1805-1909,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  5  vols.,  I9IO--,  off.  vlt. 

130.  SHERIFF'S  DEEDS,  I815-I907.   1  bdl.,  1  f.b.  Deeds 
of  property  sold  by  sheriff,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.; 
names  of  purchaser  and  defendant;  location  and  description 

of  property;  amount  of  debt  to  be  satisfied;  costs;  sale 
price;  dates  of  sale,  absolute  title,  and  filing;  and  offi- 
cial seals  and  signatures.  Arr,  chron.  by  date  filed.  No 
index.   Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   Bdl.   10  x  12  x  li^;  f.b,  10  x  5 
X  lk»      Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

151.  SHERIFF'S  DEED  BOOK,  I895-I9O5.   2  vols.   I8OO- 
1892  in  Sheriff  Deeds,  Insolvent  Debtors  and 
Naturalization  Docket,  entry  155« 

Recorded  copies  of  sheriff's  deeds,  showing  court  tenn  and 
case  no.,  names  of  former  owner  and  purchaser,  location  and 
description  of  property,  purchase  price,  and  dates  of  sale 
and  acknowledgement.  Also  contains;  Sheriff   Deed  Book, 
l895-1905»  entry  '^Q,      Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   Indexed 
alph,  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  parties.   Hdw,  on  ptd, 
fto.  Aver.  5OO  pp.  18  x  11  5A  x  5. 

152.  ?FHITS  OP  CAPIAS,  SUFMONS,  ATTACHIffiNTS,,  HABEAS 
CORPUS  AND  SCIRE  FACIAS,  I8OO-I869.   67  f.b. 
(dated).   I87O —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97, 

Writs  issued  in  execution  of  judgment  proceedings,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.;  names  of  parties  and  attorneys; 
type  of  writ;  cause  for  action;  dates  issued,  served, return- 
ed, and  filed;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr. 
chron.  by  court  term.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm. 
3  3 A  X  9|  X  3  5A«   amt.  vlt.  A, 

153.  STAY  OF  JUDl    Tfc,  I82U.   1  bdl.   I8OO-I823, 
1825 —  in  Coil.    Pleas  Files,  entry  97, 

Petitions  filed  for  stay  o   execution  of  judgments  in  sher- 
iff sales,  showing  court  texm  and  case  no.,  date  filed, 
names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  date  writ  issued,  amount  of 
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debt,    location  and   description  of  property,    cause   for  action, 
and  official    seals   and   signatures.      Arr.    chron,   by   court 
term.      No   index.      Hdw.    on  ptd.    fm.    5   5/U  x  9i  x  5   5/14.. 
Bsrat.   vlt.  A, 

I5U.      AUDITORS   REPORTS    (Sheriff  Sales),    l822— .      9   f.b. 

(dated).      I80O-I82I   in  Miscellaneous   Petitions, 

entry  111, 
Reports   filed  by  auditors   on  distribution   of   funds   from 
sheriff  sales,    showing   court   term  and   case  no.,    date   filed, 
names  of  parties   and  auditors,    location  and  description  of 
property,    amount  of  debt,    date   of  sale,    amovint   realized, 
costs,    fees,   balance,    schedule  of  distribution,    and  offi- 
cial  seals   and   signatures.      Arr.    chron.   by  date   filed.      No 
index.      Hdw.   and   typed  on  ptd.    fm.      10  x  5  3C  I5, 

155.  ACCOUNT  AND  DISTRIBUTION  DOCKET,    iBSO— .      5   vols. 
(E,   D-F;    1  vol.   \inlabeled).      l800-l8ii9   in  Ap- 
pearance Docket,    entry  98* 

Record   of  distribution  of  money  derived   from  sheriff's   sales, 
showing  court   term  and   case   no.,    names   of  defendant  and  cred- 
itors,   location  and  description  of  property,    date  and  amount 
of  sale,    costs, and   schedule   of  distribution,     Arr,   chron, 
by   court   term.      Indexed  alph,   by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
defendant,      Hdw.      Aver.   39O  pp.    I6  x  10  JA  x  J, 

156.  DISTRIBUTION  AND  SHERIFFS   DISTRIBUTIONS,    l860~. 
5   f.b.    (dated).      I8OO-I859   in  Common  Pleas  Files, 
entry  97, 

Sheriff's   statements  of  distribution  of  proceeds   from  sale 
of  property,    showing  court  term  and  case  no.;   date   filed; 
names   of  parties,    auditors,    and  sheriff;    date   and  amount  of 
sale;    location  and  description  of  property;    schedule  of  dis- 
tribution;   and  official   seals  and   signatures.     Arr.    chron, 
by  date   filed.      No   index.      Hdw,    and    typed,      10  x  5  x  li|.. 

Equity 

137,   PILLS  IN  EQUITY,  I865— ,   10  f,b,  (dated).   I8OO- 
1862  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97, 
Papers  filed  in  equity  cases,  showing  date,  court  term  and 
case  no,,  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  cavise  for  action, 
character  of  instrument,  and  official  seals  and  signatures, 
Arr,  chron,  by  date  filed.   No  index.  Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd, 
fm.   10  X  5  X  Ik* 

158,   EQUITY  DOCKET,  I857  — ,   1;  vols,  (A-D),  I8OO-I856 
in  Appearance  Docket,  entry  98* 
Record  of  papers  filed  in  equity  proceedings,  showing  court 
term  and  case  no.,  names  o^  parties  and  attorneys,  cause  for 
action,  abstract  of  papers,  date  filed, and  disposition. 
Arr.  chron.  by  coujft  term.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter 
of  surnames  of  parties,   Hdw,  Aver,  6OO  pp.  I8  x  12  x  5, 
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Appeals 


159.   APPEALS  TO  SUPERIOR  AND  SUPRE^'E  COURT,  I895  — . 
1  f.b.,  1  bdl. 
Returned  papers  in  cases  appealed  to  Superior  and  Supreme 
Courts,  showing  dates  appealed  and  returned,  court  term  and 
case  no.,  names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  transcripts  of 
notes  of  testimony,  court  orders,  opinions,  and  official 
seals  and  signatures.   Also  contains;  Writs  of  Errors  from 
Supreme  Court,  I90I1. — ,  entry  lij.0.   Arr.  chron.  by  aate  filed. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed..  .Bdl.  5  jA  x  9^  x  3  5A;  f.b.  10 
X  5  X  li]..   1  bdl.,  1895-1909,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  1  f.b.,  1910--, 
off.  vlt. 

li|0.   WRITS  OF  ERROR  FROM  SUPREME  COURT,  18,15-1905. 

15  f.b.  (dated).  Untitled  I872-89;  1  bdl.  190I4.— 
in  Appeals  to  Superior  and  Supreme  Court,  entry 
159. 

Returned  papers  in  cases  appealed  to  Supreme  Court,  showing 

Information  as  in  entry  I59.   Arr.  chron,  by  date  filed. 

No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  x  li;.   7  f.b.,  I815-56 

bsmt.  vlt.  A;  8  f.b.,  1857-190$,  of^' 

ll^-l.   CERTIORARI  TO  DETERMINE  BEFORE  JUSTICES,  I819-55. 

l^.   f.b.  (dated).   I856 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files, 

entry  97. 
Writs  filed  to  appeal  decisions  of  justices  of  the  peace  to 
higher  court,  showing  court  term  and   case  no.,  date  filed, 
names  of  .parties  and  attorneys,  nature  of  case,  cause  for 
action,  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  5  J,/k   x  9l  x  3  J>/k»     Bsmt.  vlt. 
A. 

Insolvency 

II+2.   INSOLVENT  DEBTORS,  I8OO-I9O5,  20  f.b.  (dated). 
1906 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 
Voluntary  petitions  filed  by  insolvents,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no.,  names  of  petitioners  and  creditors,  character 
of  debt,  schedule  of  assets  and  liabilities,  date  filed,  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filea. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  ill.   I9  f.b. 
1800-1858,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  1  f.b.,  I859--,  off.  vlt. 

114.5.   (INSOLVENT  DEBTORS  DOCKET),  I8OO  — ,   I8OO-I9O5 

in  Sheriffs'  Deeds,  Insolvent  Debtors  and  Natural- 
ization Docket,  entry  155;  1906— in  Appearance 
Docket,  entry  98* 
Recorded  copies  of  petitions  filed  by  insolvents,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  name  of  insolvent,   character  of 
petition  cause  for  ftion,  and  official  seals  and  signature. 

liUi-.   APPOINTICENl   '^D  OATHS  OF  APPRAISERS  IN  ASSIGNED 
ESTATES,  190;,  ,.   1  f.b.   I8OO-I902,  I9IO  — in 
Common  Pleas  Fl.  -s,  entry  97. 
Petitions  for  appointment  and  oaths  of  appraisers,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  date  filed,  names  of  appraisers  and 
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insolvent,  date  appointed,  affidavits  of  appraiser  and  assl;^!^ 
»©»  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by  date 
filed.   No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm.  10  x  5  x  lJ+. 

ll[5.   ASSIGNEES  ACCOUNTS,  l822  — .   5  f.b.  (dated). 

1800-1821  in  'Miscellaneous  Petitions,  entry  111. 
Reports  filed  by  assignees  in  insoxvent  cases,  showing  court 
term  and  case  no.;  date  filed;  names  of  insolvent,  creditors, 
auditors,  and  assignees;  itemized  assets,  liabilities,  re- 
ceipts, and  disbursements;  balance;  schedule  of  distribution; 
and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  li|. 

Iij6.   ASSIGNEES  DISCHARGE,  I9I6-26.   1  f.b.   I8OO-I9I5, 
1927 —  in  Common  Pleas  Piles,  entry  97, 
Petitions  filed  for  discharge  of  assignees  of  insolvents, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  filed,  names  of  insol- 
vent and  assignees,  cause  for  action,  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.   Typed  on 
ptd.  fm.  10  X  5  X  III-. 

II4.7.   ASSIGNEES  PONDS,  iBbi^.— .   1  vol. 
Recorded  copies  of  bonds  filed  by  assignees  of  estates,  show- 
ing date  of  bond;  names  of  estate,  principal,  and  surety; 
date,  am.o\int,  and  conditions  of  obligation  of  bond;  date  ap- 
proved by  court;  and  name  of  president  judge.   Arr.  chron. 
by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   55O  pp.  ik  x  B^ 
X  1  5A. 

lij-S.   ASSIGNEES  BONDS,  I855-I928..2  f.b.  (dated). 
1929 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 
Bonds  posted  by  assignees  of  estates,  showing  d^e  filed; 
names  of  estate,  principal,  and  sureties;  date^  amount,  and 
conditions  of  obligation  of  bond;  date  approved;  and  official 
seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron.  b^  date  filed.   No  Index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  ^  l^* 

114.9.   DEEDS  OF  ASSIGNI^EIIT  FOR  PENEFIT  OF  CREDITORS, 
1907--.   1  f.b.  (dated).   I9OO-I906  in  Common 
Pleas  Piles,  entry  97. 
Papers  filed  in  assignment  of  property  for  benefit  of  credi- 
tors, showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  nam.es  of  parties,  at- 
torneys, and  creditors;  itemized  accounts  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property;  return  and  report  of  sales;  dates  filed  and 
accepted;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by 
date  filed.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm..   10  x  5  ^  lU« 

150.   INVENTORY  AND  SALE  LIST,  I83I4.— .   7  f.b.  (dated). 
1800-1853  in  Comm.on  Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 
Inventory  and  sale  list  in  settlement  of  estates  of  insol- 
vents, showing  date  filed;  names  of  estate,  assignee,  and 
appraisers;  location  and  description  of  property;  itemized 
assets;  amo\ant  realized  fi^om  sale;  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  ik* 
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151.  COPIES  OF  ORDERS  OF  SALE,  I875-92.   1  f.b.  I8OO- 
18714.,  1895--  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97. 

Copies  of  court  orders  Issued  for  settling  estates  of  In- 
solvents, showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties 
and  trustees,  date  and  place  of  sale,  location  and  descrip- 
tion of  property,  amount  of  assets  an^  liabilities,  date 
filed,  and  official  seals  and  signatures,  Arr,  chron.  by 
date  filed.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  li^.. 

152.  ORDER  AND  RETURN  OF  SALE,  I85I4--I9IO.   5  f.b. 
1800-1855,  1911 —  in  Common  Pleas  Files,  entry 

97. 
Petitions  filed  by  assignees  for  order  of  sale  and  return 
of  sale  in  settlement  of  estates  of  insolvents,  showing 
court  tenn  and  case  no.;  date  filed;  names  of  parties,  as- 
signees, and  attorneys;  date  and  place  of  sale;  location 
and  description  of  property;  assets  and  liabilities;  costs 
and  amotint  of  return;  schedule  of  distribution;  and  offi- 
cial seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No 
Index.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  lij.. 

155.   SALES  IN  BULK,  I929— .   1  f.b.   I8OO-I928  in 
Common  Pleas  Files,  entry  97, 
Petitions  filed  by  creditors  of  insolvents  for  pro-rata  di- 
s Is  ion,  showing  date,  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  in- 
solvent and  creditors,  amount  of  bulk  sale,  amoxmt  due  each 
creditor,  court  orders,  and  official   seals  and  signatures, 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm, 
10  X  5  X.1J+. 

l^k'      AUDITORS  REPORTS,  I877— .   5  vols.  ( I-3 )  .   I8OO- 
1876  in  Appearance  Docket,  entry  98, 
Recorded  copies  of  accoiints  filed  by  auditors  in  Insolvency 
cases,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  date  filed;  names 
of  parties  and  a\iditors;  lists  of  assets,  liabilities,  re- 
ceipts, and  expenditures;  balance  on  hand;  and  schedule  of 
distribution.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   Indexed  alph,  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  auditor.  Hdw.  Aver.  6OO  pp, 
18  X  12  X  2  3A. 

155,  SHERIFF'S  DEEDS,  INSOLVENT  DEBTORS  AND  NATURALI  - 
ZATION  DOCKET,  I8OO-I905,   6  vols.  (1-6).  Title 
varies  J  Deeds  Insolvent  Debtors  Docket,  1820-14-1, 
2  vols. 

Recorded  copies  of  sheriff's  deeds,  record  of  petitions 
filed  by  insolvent  debtors,  and  petitions  filed  by  aliens 
for  citizenship.  Contains:  Sheriff's  Deed  Book,  I8OO-I892, 
entry  I3I;  (Insolvent  Debtors  Docket),  entry  ll^-J;  and 
(Naturalization  Docket),  entry  I57.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  re- 
corded.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defend- 
ant or  petitioner.  Tiw.  Aver.  6OO  pp.  I8  x  12  x  3. 

156.  PETITION  FO^  ^^\TURALIZATION,  I8OO-I93U.   1^  f.b. 
(dated),  2  v^.   ,  (\inlabeled) .  Discontinued  as 
county  record;  r  ibsequent  records  kept  by  United 
States  Departmen  of  Justice,  Naturalization  Ser- 
vice.  Title  varies;  Naturalization,  I8OO-I9OO, 

k   f.b. 
Petitions  and  dec'arations  filed  by  aliens  for  citizenship. 
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showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  petition;  name,  local  resi- 
dence, age,  sex,  occupation,  nationality,  physical  descrip- 
tion, and  places  and  dates  of  birth,  embarkment,  and  arrival 
of  alien;  name  of  vessel;  dates  and  places  of  birth  and 
residence  of  spouse  and  children;  character  references;  cer- 
tification of  local  residence;  date  and  nature  of  oath  of 
allegiance;  dates  of  court  orders  of  admission  or  rejection; 
names  of  witnesses;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  admission,  I8OO-I905;  air.  num.  by  peti- 
tion no.,  I906-3I4..   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  petitioner.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm,  F.b.  10  x  5  x  ll^; 
vols.  aver.  100  pp.  12  x  8f  x  ■^. 

157.  (NATURALIZATION  DOCKET),  I8OO-I905,  In  Sheriffs' 
Deeds,  Insolvent  Debtors  and  Naturalization  Dock- 
et, entry  I55. 

Recorded  copies  of  petitions  and  declaration  of  intentions 
of  aliens  for  citizenship,  showing  date,  name,  address,  age, 
occupation,  marital  status,  nationality,  and  date  and  place 
of  birth  of  alien;  ports  of  embarkment  and  entry;  length  of 
time  in  country;  narteS  of  witnesses;  and  official  seals  and 
signatures, 

158.  CITIZENSHIP  PETITIONS  GRANTED,  1935--.   1  vol. 
List  of  aliens  aamitted  to  citzenship  by  the  Federal  dis- 
trict court,  showing  name  and  address  of  alien,  court  term 
and  case  no.,  date  granted,  and  signatures  of  clerk  and  dis- 
trict court  Judge.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   No  Index. 
Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   50  pp.  11  x  9  x  j/i;. 

159.  NATURALIZATION  PAPERS  FROM  CIRCUIT  COUJtT,  I9IO  — 
1  f.b. 

Revocation  of  citizenship  of  aliens  by  Federal  circuit  'court, 
showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  name  and  address  of  alien, 
date  of  hearing,  name  of  judge,  cause,  date  of  court  decree 
revoking  citizenship,  and  official  seals  and  signatures. 
No  obvious  arr.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd,  fm,   10  x  5  x  1]+. 

160.  MILITARY  PETITIONS,  I9I8,   12  vols. 

Petitions  for  citizenship  filed  by  aliens  mustered  in  United 
States  Army  and  stationed  at  Camp  Holt,  showing  date;  name, 
address,  age,  nationality,  occupation,  and  date  and  place 
of  birth  of  alien;  name,  address,  and  place  of  birth  of  wife; 
number  of  children;  date  of  enlistment;  length  of  residence; 
whether  petitioned  for  citizenship  before;  date  of  affidavit; 
oath  of  allegiance;  court  orders;  certificate  no.;  date  Ist- 
sued;  signatures  of  petitioner  and  witnesses;  and  official 
seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  I85  pp,  ll|-  x  I8  x  1^.   Bsmt.  vlt,  A. 

161.  (STUBS  OF  CERTIFICATES  OF  NATURALIZATION),  I9I8. 
10  Vols. 

Stubs  of  naturalization  certificates  issued  to  alelns  mus- 
tered into  United  States  Army  and  stationed  at  Camp  Holt, 
showing  name,  age,  nativity,  and  date  and  place  of  birth  of 
alien;  name,  address,  and  ages  of  wife  and  children;  certif- 
icate no,;  dates  petition  filed  and  certificate  issuec^  and 
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signature  of  applicant.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  issue.  No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.   Aver.  50  pp.  10  x  12  x  3/I4..   Estnt. 
vlt.  A. 

Fictitious  Names 

162.  CERTIFICATE  OF  CONDUCTION  OF  BUSINESS  UNDER  AS- 
Sm.^ED  OR  FICTITIOUS  NAME,  1917—.   1  f.b. 

Certificates  filed  by  parties  conducting  business  \mder  an 
assumed  or  fictitious  r^me,  showing  date,  registration  no., 
name  and  address  of  owner,  trade  name,  location  and  type  of 
business,  affidavit  of  applicant,  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.  Arr.  num.  by  registration  no.   No  index.  Hdw. 
and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  lU. 

163.  FICTITIOUS  NAMES  IN  BUSINESS,  191?--.  2  vols. 
(1,  2). 

Record  of  parties  conducting  business  under  an  asstimed  or 
fictitious  name,  showing  date  filed,  name  ana  address  of 
owner,  trade  name,  location  and  type  of  business,  names  and 
addresses  of  interested  parties,  and  date  recorded,  Arr. 
chron,  by  date  filed.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
fictitious  name.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  ^00  pp.  9  x  12  x  2. 

Licenses  and  Registration 
(See  also  entries  215-218.  289,  309-52O) 

I6i4-.   LIST  OF  ATTORNEYS  ADMITTED  TO  PRACTICE  LAW  IN 
ADAMS  COUNTY,  I8OO— .  1  vol. 
Record  of  attorneys  admitted  to  practice  law  in  county  co\arts, 
showing  name  and  address  of  attorney,  name  of  preceptor,  and 
dates  of  examination  and  admission.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  of 
admission.   No  index.  Hdw.  80  pp.  10  x  8  x  |-, 

165.  MEDICAL  RECORD,  I88I-89.   1  vol.   Discontinued 
as  county  record;  subsequent  records  kept  by 
State  Board  of  Medical  Education  and  Licensure, 

Register  of  licensed  physicians,  showing  name,  address,  and 
date  and  place  of  birth  of  physician;  degree;  institutions 
attended;  educational  record;  date  and  place  of  practice; 
date  certified  of  Pennsylvania  Medical  Council;  date  regis- 
tered; and  signatures  of  physician  and  prothonotary,  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  registered.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  physician.  Hdw,  om  ptd.  fm.   5OO  pp.  li4.  x  9 

3C  1  $A. 

166.  MEDICAL  DIPLOMS  AND  CERTIFIED  COPIES,  I88I-I909. 
1  f«b.  Discontinued  as  county  record;  subsequent 
records  kept  by  State  Board  of  Medical  Education 
and  Licensure. 

Certified  copies  of  diplomas  filed  by  physicians,  showing 
name  of  physician,  date  of  diploma,  name  of  school  attended, 
naries  of  faculty,  off  lei;,]  seal  and  signatures,  and  date 
filed,  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed 
on  ptd.  fm.  10  X  5  X  ll*.. 
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167.  TENTIST   REGISTER,    I885  — .      1    vol. 

Register  of  dentists,    showing   date;    name,    address^  and  date 
and  place   of  birth  of  dentist;    length  of   residence    in  State; 
education;    dates   of   continuous   practice;    date   of  license; 
and   signature   of  dentist  and   prothonotary.      Arr.    chron.   "by 
date    registered.      Indexed   alph,   by   first   letter  of   surname 
of  dentist.      Hdw,    on  ptd.    fm.      292  pp.    li^.  x  8  5/i|  x   1  5/I4.. 

168.  OPTOJffiTRY  REGISTER,    I918— .      1   vol. 
Register  of   licensed  optometrist,    showing  date;    name,    ad- 
dress,   and   qualifications   of  optometrist;    and   signature  of 
prothonotary.      Arr.    chron.   by  date    registered.      Indexed   alph. 
by   first  letter  of   surname   of  optometrist.      Hdw,    on  ptd.    fm. 
250  pp.  19  X  9  X  1  3A. 

169.  VETERINARY  REGISTER,    I8&9-I92O.      1   vol.      Dis- 
continued  as   county   record;    subsequent   records 
kept  by   State  Board   of  Veterinary  Medical  Exami- 
ners. 

Register  of  licensed  veterinarians,    showing  datej    name,    ad- 
dress,   and  date   and  place  of  birth  of  veterinarian;    inatitu- 
tions   attended;    educational   qualifications;    date   and   place 
of  practice;    affidavit  of  veterinarian;    and   signature   of 
prothonotary.      i^rr.    chron.   by  date   registered.      Indexed  alph. 
by   first   letter  of   surname   of  veterinarian.      Hdw.    on  ptd. 
fm.   220  pp.    ill  X  9  X  1, 

170.  STALLION  rOCKET,    l889~.      2   vols.      Title   varies* 
Stallion  Register,    I889-I907,    1   vol. 

Record  of  stallions  registered,  showing  name  and  address  of 
owner,  name  and  description  of  stallion,  date  foaled,  date 
examined  by  veterinary,  registration  no.,  date  registered^ 
and  signature  of  prothonotary,  Arr,  chron,  by  date  regis- 
tered. No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  5OO  pp. 
8  3 A  X  10  Vi+  X  5.  1  vol.,  I8B9-I907,  elk.  of  cts,  off.; 
1  vol.,    1908 — ,    bsmt.    vlt.   A. 

171.  (REGISTER   OF  CHILDREN  PORN  OF   NEGRO    SLAVES), 
1800-1820,    18314.-50.      1   vol. 

List  of  children  born   to  Negro   slaves,    showing  dates   of   rec- 
ord     and  birth;    sex;    whether  black  or  mulatto;    name   of   child; 
and   name,    address,    and   occupation  of  owner.      Also   contains* 
(Receipts   for  Pamphlet  Laws),    l83i|.-50,    entry   l82.      Arr. 
alph.   by   surname   of  owner  and    chron.    thereunder  by  date   of 
entry.      No    index.      Hdw.      125   PP»    12  x  7  x  5/4. 

172.  PEDELERS   LICENSE    FOR  SOLriFRS,    I879  — .    1    f.b. 
Petitions   of  disabled  veterans   for  peddler  licenses,    show- 
ing date,    name   and   address   of  veteran,    physician's   affida- 
vit of  disability,    and  official   seal   and    signatures.    Arr. 
chron,   by  date    filed.      No   index.      Hdw.    and   typed   on  ptd.    fnu 
10  X   5   X   Ik. 

For  applications    for  peddler  licenses,    see   enti^   2l8. 

Accounts 

175*   RECEIPTS  FROM  COI.'KOKV.'EALTH,  I916— .  1  f.b. 
Receipts  for  prothonotary » s  return  of  fees  submitted  to 
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State  Department  of  Revenue,  showing  date,  type  of  service, 
amount  of  fee  retained  by  co\mty,  amount  submitted  to  Com- 
monwealth, and  official  seals  and  signatures,  Arr.  chron» 
by  date  of  receipt.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  ftn.  10  x  5 
X  1I4.. 

17!^..   COUNTER  BOOK,  1862-61+,  I878-8O,  I956— .  5  vols. 
Daily  record  of  fees  received  by  prothonotary  for  recording 
instruments,  showing  date,  name  of  party,  type  of  instru- 
ment, amount  for  each,  and  total  amo\ant  received.  Arr, 
chron,  by  date  of  receipt.   No  index,   Hdw,   Aver,  I50  pp, 
64  X  8  X  7,   2  vols,,  1862-61^.,  1878-81,  bsmt,  vlt.  A;  l  vol., 
1926—,  off. 

Miscellaneous 

175.  COUNTY  AUDITORS  REPORTS,  I835 — .2  bdl.,  5  f.b, 
(dated). 

Auditors'  reports  of  coiinty  accovmts,  showing  date;  names 
of  offices  and  acco\ints;  itemized  receipts  and  expenditures; 
totals;  balance;  and  signatures  of  auditors,  treasurer,  and 
commissioners,  Arr,  chron,  by  date  filed.   No  index.  Hdw. 
and  typed  on  ptd.  fm,  10  x  5  x  li|.   2  bdl.,  I835-55,  bsmt. 
vlt.  B.;  5  f.b.,  1856--,  off.  vlt. 

176.  SCHOOL  AUDITORS  REPORTS,  1922-51,  1935~.   1  f.b. 
Annual  auditors'  reports  of  financial  accounts  of  school 
districts,  showing  date;  name  of  school  district;  per  capita 
and  property  tax  rate;  total  receipts;  amounts  of  expendi- 
tures for  instruction,  operation,  and  maintenance;  total; 
capital  outlay  summary;  sinking  fund  report;  amount  of  as- 
sets and  liabilities;  date  filed;  and  official  seals  and  sig- 
natures. Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  Index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.  10  X  5  X  114-. 

177.  AUTHORITY  TO  SATISFY  BY  AUTHORITY  OP  BOARD  OF 
DIRECTORS  (Power  of  Attorney),  I922— .  1  f.b. 

Power  of  attorney  filed  by  school  and  poor  board  diiectors, 
showing  date,  names  of  party  given  power  of  attorney  and 
board  of  directors,  date  approved,  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index,   Hdw.  and 
typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  ll;, 

178.  BONDING  COMPANIES  AND  GUARANTY  COMPANIES  AND 
POTOR  OF  ATTORNEY,  1912—,   1  f.b. 

Statements  of  surety  companies  approved  to  issue  surety 
bonds  and  of  agents  appointed  with  power  of  attorney,  show- 
ing date;  names  and  addresses  of  companies,  officers,  and 
agents  appointed  with  power  of  attorney;  itemized  list  of 
assets  and  liabilities;  date  filed;  and  official  seals  and 
signatures,  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Typed 
on  ptd.  fm.   10  X  5  X  ll|, 

179.  LIST  OF  SUPERVISORS  ELECTED,  I9O6  — .   1  f.b. 
List  of  elected  township  and  borough  supervisors,  showing 
date,  name  of  civil  division,  name  and  address  of  supervis- 
or, and  term  of  office.   Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  civil  divi- 
sion.  No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  li].# 
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180.  BUILDING  CONTRACTS  (Plan  of  Museum),  I92O.  1  f.b. 
Contracts  and  agreements  for  building  used  to  exhibit  paint- 
ed picture  of  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  showing  date,  location, 
name  of  contractor,  specifications,  total  cost,  scale,  name 
of  architect,  end  date  drawn.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index. 
Blueprinted.   10  x  5  ^  lU» 

181.  (PENSION  CLAUDS),  I815-68.   1  bdl. 

Claiirs  filed  for  pensions  by  veterans  who  served  In  the 
military  or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  showing  date 
filed;  name,  address,  rank,  branch  of  service,  and  dates  of 
service  of  veteran;  and  signatures  of  witnesses  and  claimant. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  Index.   Hdw,  8  x  i].-|  x  2. 
Esmt.  vlt.  A. 

182.  (RECEIPTS  FOR  PAMPHLET  LAWS),  l8$U-50.   In  (Reg- 
ister of  Children  Born  of  Negro  Slaves),  entry 

171. 
Receipts  of  copies  of  pamphlet  laws  distributed  by  prothon- 
otai:y  to  various  public  officials,  showing  name  of  person 
for  whom  books  are  intended,  date  received,  description  of 
books  received,  and  signature  of  recipient. 

185.   (NOTARY"  PROTEST  RECORD),  l8l7-19lli..   20  vols. 
Discontinued. 
Recorded  copies  of  protests  filed  by  banking  institutions, 
showing  date  filed,  check  no.,  name  and  address  of  bank, 
names  of  payer  and  payee,  amount  involved,  names  of  parties 
endorsing  check,  date  of  protest,  and  name  of  bank  notary. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
Aver,  150  pp.  8  X  12  X  l|.  Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

181;,   STENOGRAPHER  NOTES  (Common  Pleas  Court),  I88I-I95L 
15  bdl.,  11  f.b.  (dated).   1952—  tn  Common  Pleas 
Files,  entry  97. 
Stenographic  notes  of  testimony  given  in  cases  in  common 
pleas  court,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  names  of  par- 
ties, attorneys,  and  stenographer;  and  date  and  nature  of 
testimony.   Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   No  index.   Hdw,   BdL 
5i  X  8i  X  2;  f.b.   10  X  5  X  li|.   I5  bdl.,  I88I-96,  bsmt. 
vlt.  A.;  11  f.b.,  1897-1951,  off.  vlt. 

185.   (MONTHLY  REPORT),  1957--.   2  bdl. 
Copies  of  monthly  reports  to  treasurer  of  fees  earned,  show- 
ing date,  amount,  nature  of  service  rendered,  court  tenn  and 
case  no.,  name  of  payer,  amounts  due  State  and  county,  to- 
tals, and  signature  of  prothonotary.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
report.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  i|^  x  10  x  J4.. 
Off. 
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AND  OYER  AND  TERMINER 


Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

The   clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions   and  oyer  and 
tennijier,    conunonly  known  as    the   clerk  of   courts,   was   a  well 
established  officer  in  Pennsylvania  when  Adams   County  came 
Into   existence.      The  Constitution  of  I79O  vested   the  appoint- 
ment of   the  clerk   In  the  Governor,!    but  jince   I858  he  has 
been  an  elective  officer,   first  with  a  5-year  term,   and 
since  1909  with  a  tenure  of  k  years ,2     At  first  the  prothon- 
otary  acted  as   clerk  of  all   the  courts,   but  since  I859   the 
prothonotaiy  h&s  been  a  separate  officer,   and  the  cleik  of 
quarter  sessions  €uid  oyer  and  terminer  has  also  acted  as 
clerk  of  orphans'   court .8 

Like  all  county  officers   the  clerk  of  courts  must  be  an 
American  citizen  and  a  resident  of  the  county  for  at  least  a 
year  before  assuming  office.*        During  his   continuance   in  of- 
fice,  he   may  not  be   county   treasurers  or  a   Justice  of  the 
peace, 6     and  may  not  practice  as   an  attorney   in   the  courts 
of  quarter  sessions   and  oyer  and   terminer.^     He   is  exempt 
from  military  service ^  and  may  not  hold  office  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States  while  he  is  clerfc  of  courts.^ 
Vacancies   are  filled  by  the  Governor   to  hold  office  tmtil 
a  new  clerk  is  chosen  In  the  first  municipal  election  which 
takes  place  2  or  more  months  after  the  occurrence  of  the 
vacancy.^  Before  assuming  office   the   clerk  must  take  an 
oatt?^  and  post  a  bond. 12   The  clerk  does  not  receive  a  sal- 
BiTj,     Instead  he  retains  the  fees  which  he  gets  for  his 
services  as  clerk  of  quarter  aessl(»i«lS  and  as  clerk  of  oyer 
and  terminer.!*   After  the   total  asotint  of  feos  collected 
in  any  1  y«ar  reaches  |i;.,000,    the  cl«rk  naiat  txxm  over  to 


1*    Const.  1790,  art*  II«  «ea«  8. 

2«    O^^aat*  ysS6,  art*  7I«  mo*  3|  Ccmit*»  art*  ZI\E»  ••a*.^  fw^aa* 
» 
S*     1889  P.L*  889  sm*  1* 

4.  Coast. «    art*  ZIV,   ■•<)•  S. 

5.  1841  P.U  400  seo.  3  rep.  1929  P.L..  a278  seo*  10§1  but  rwen. 
la  seo.  142. 

6.  1874  P.L.  186  seo*  4f  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  223. 
7*  1834  P.U  888  MO.  76|  1929  P.I..  1278  eeo*  223. 
8*  2887  P.I..  28  MOe  110  •%>•  1899  F«I.*  266  seo*  2* 

9*  1812,  5  Sa.  L*  809  aeo*  1  cwp«  2874  P«I»  186  sees.  8-12  rep. 
1929  P.L.  1278  «eo*  0061  but  ««p*  by  bm*  62* 

10.  1929  pa..  1278  see*  80  aa*  1931  P.I..  401  eso.  1* 
U*  GOBst.,  art*  VII,  see*  It  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  S3* 
12*  J884  P.L.  883  aeo*  76}  1929  P.L*  1278  ••«•  226. 
18*  1926  P.L.  670  aeo.  1* 
2A*  1868  P.L.  8  seo.  8. 

«.         142 
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the   State  one-half   of  the   excess.16 

The   clerk   of  courts  must  appoint  deputies  who   are   au- 
thorized to   perform  any   of   the   duties  of  the   clei*^      One   of 
them  Is   designated   as   first  deputy  and  he    takes   over  the 
duties   of  his   principal  whenever  the   latter  Is   absent. 
When  the   office   of   clerk  of   courts   Is   vacant,    the  first  dep- 
uty acts   as   clerk  until  a   successor  Is   appointed  and  qual- 
ified.     In  such   cases  he  must  post  a  bond  which   Is   satis- 
factory  to   the   court   of  common  pleas. ^^    The    clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions   also   appoints   special  clerks  and 
deputies  whenever  the   pressure   of  business   makes   It  advis- 
able ,•'•'     The    compensation  of  all   assistants    Is    fixed  by   the 
clerk  himself  .18 

Functions   and  Records 

The  highly  varied  duties  of  the   cleric  may  be  divided 
Into   two  main  groups.      Primarily  he    Is   clerk  of   the   crim- 
inal  courts,    but  he   must  also   perform  duties   relative    to 
the  miscellaneous   civil   jurisdiction  vested   In  the   court 
of  quarter  sessions. 

The   clerk  has   custody   of   the   records   and  seal  of  the 
court  and  performs  all  duties   appertaining   to  his   office  un- 
der the  direction  of   the   court .19    He   signs  and  afflxe.s   the 
seal   of  the   court   to   all  writs   and   processes  of  the   court 
and   to   all  exemplifications  of  them.20    On   occasions  when 
the    judges   cannot  attend   court.    It   Is   adjourned  from  day  to 
day  by   the   cleric. 21 

The   cleric   Issues   writs   commanding   the    sheriff  and   jury 
commissioners    to   Impanel   jurors  ^nd  ordering   the   sheriff  to 
summon  jurors. ^^    After  jurors  have   served,    he   certifies   to 
the   county   commissioners   the  number  of  days   served  by  each 
one.**    In   trials  without  a   jury   the  written  decisions  of   the 
court   are   filed  with   the   clerk,    who  notifies   all  parties. 24 
VJhen  an  array  of   Jurors   Is   quashed    the   clerk   certifies   the 
record  of   It  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  which  enters   It  on 


15.  1868  P.L.   3  seo.  8  par.  7  am.  1901  P.L,  l75;  T.874  P.L.   125 
sec.  1  am.  1909  P.L.  77  further  am.  1921  P.L.  69  further  am.  1937  P.L. 
2786;   Coimu  v.  Coniray,   12  Pa.  C.C.  630>  2  Dist.  429   (1893). 

16.  1874  P.L.  43  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo. 
59  am.  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1  and  in  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  224  am.  1931  P.L. 
401  seo.  1  further  am.  1933  P.L.   952 j  Comm.  t.  Gray,   28  Pa»  C.C.  519, 
(1903). 

17.  1875  P.L.  25  seo.  2. 

18.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  224  am.  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1  further  aiu 
1933  P.L.  952. 

19.  1834  P.L.  333  seo.  45. 

20.  Ibid.,  seo.  77. 

21.  Ibid.,  see.  64. 

22.  in?.,  seo.  108|  1867  P.L.  62  seo.  6. 

23.  T834  P.L.  333  seo.  120, 

24.  1874  P.L.  109  seo.  2  am.  1935  P.L.  640. 
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its  own  records, 


Before  February  1  of  every  year  the  clerk  of  courts 
sends  tc  the  State  Department  of  Welfare  a  full  statement  of 
the  criminal  business  of  the  court  for  the  preceding  calen- 
dar year.   He  must  state  the  number  of  bills  laid  before  the 
grand  juiy,  the  number  of  true  bills  and  the  number  returned 
ignoramus,  and  the  number  of  presentments.   In  addition  the 
clerk  shows  in  this  report  how  many  bills  were  tried  before 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer,  the 
num.ber  of  resultant  acquittals  and  convictions,  and  the  num- 
ber of  nolle  prosequis*   He  also  states  the  types  of  offenses 
which  came  before  the  court  and  the  number  and  account  of 
forfeited  recognizances.  Any  other  relevant  information 
which  the  cleik  believes  to  be  useful  is  Incorporated  into 
the  re  port  .26 

The  clerk  of  courts  must  send  to  the  Department  of  Rev- 
enue a  certified  record  of  all  convictions  and  all  fines  im- 
posed under  the  Motor  Vehicle  Code. 27  V'Jhenever  any  case  held 
in  the  county  results  in  a  death  sentence,  the  clerk  of 
courts  must  send  to  the  Governor  a  complete  transcript  of 
the  record  of  the  trial.2S  Once  a  m.onth  the  clerk  must  for- 
ward to  the  wardens  of  the  State  penitentiaries  a  list  of 
all  convicts  commiitted  on  the  indeterminate  plan.  29  He  is 
required  to  furnish  the  record  of  the  trial  to  the  officer 
in  charge  of  a  crim.inal  sentenced  to  the  Pennsylvania  In- 
dustrial School  at  Huntingdon.30  He  must  notify  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  State  Industrial  Home  for  vjomen  at  Muncy  of 
persons  sentenced  to  the  Hom.e  and  furnish  a  record  of  the 
Cases  to  the  assents  sent  for  the  prisoners .31 

The  county  is  authorized  to  pay  rewards  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  horse  thieves,  l^'hen  one  is  captured,  the 
clerk  of  courts  must  notify  the  county  commissioners  of 
that  fact. 32 

In  connection  with  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
the  clerk  has  the-  power  to  take  acknowledgments  of  deeds. 33 
He  certifies  to  the  Department  of  Highways  and  the 


25.  1874  P.L.  46  sec.  5, 

26.  1847  P.L.  172  seo.  2  provided  that  this  report  be  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commorwrealthj  1872  P.L.  42  seo.  1  stipulated  that  it  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Public  Charities  which  was  later  supplanted  by  the 
Department  of  Welfare. 

27.  1929  P.L.  905  seo.  614  am.  1931  P.L.  751  sec,  2  further  am. 
1935  P.L.  331. 

28.  1860  P.L.  382  sec.  75  am.  1925  P.L.  759j  1913  P.L.  528  sec.  2. 

29.  1909  P.L.  495  sn.  7;  1911P.L.1055  sec  7  partially  sup.  1913 
P.L.  532  sec.  1  and  am.  195'  ".L.  114. 

30k  1887  P.L.  63  seo.  o. 

31.  1913  P.L.  1311  sec.  16, 

32.  1821  P.L.  90  sec.  2. 

33.  1775,  1  Sm.L.  422  sec.  1  am.  1893  P.L.  108  sec.  1. 
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Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs   the  establishment  of  a  new 
township^*  or  boro\igh  ^^  and  certifies   to   the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction   the   creation  of  a  new  school  dls- 
trlct,36        The   clerk  transmits    to   the   Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs   certified   copies  of  the   reports   of  commissions   ap- 
|>olnted   to  alter  any   county  line.  3'        He   certifies   to    the 
Department  of  Highways   every   report  of  road  viewers  and  the 
action  of  the   court  upon  It ^8 

The   clerk  grants  licenses   to  hawkers   and  peddlers  of 
clocks  and   tinware, 39       At   the   close   of   each  court   term  he 
transmits   to    the  Auditor  General  a  list  of  persons   to  whom 
peddlers'    licenses  have  been  granted  by   the   court  of  qviar- 
ter  sessions •'iO 

It  Is   the   duty  of   the   cleric   to   make   monthly   returns  and 
pay   Into    the   State  Treasury   through  the  Department  of  Rev- 
enue  all  moneys    received  for  the  use  of   the  Commonwealth,*! 
All   fines   and   recognizances   for  the  use   of  the   State   are 
sent  by   the   clerk  to   the  Department  of   Revenue   for  sult,^ 

The    records   of  the   clerk  of   the   court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions  and  oyer  and   terminer  are   sometimes   the    results   of 
specific   statutory   requirements.      In  other  cases   their  keei>- 
Ing   Is   the    Implied  outgrowth  of  one  of  his  official  fvinc- 
tions.      Still  other  records    result  from  the    requirements  of 
rules  adopted  by   the   court.      In  general  he    Is   obliged  to  keep 
all   papers   filed  In  the   criminal  and  civil   proceedings  of 
the   court  of  quarter  sessions   and  oyer  and  terminer,** 

Minute  books,    containing  a   record  of  all  proceedings   In 
the   courts  of  quarter  sessions  and   oyer  and   terminer,   have 
been  kept  by   the   clerk  as   a  matter  of   convenience.      There   la 
no   legal   requirement  that  such  a  record  be  kept,    although  It 
is   mentioned   Indirectly   In  several  laws.**       Minutes  of  the 
old  circuit  court  kept  from  1826  \jntll  I833  have   also  been 
preserved  In  the  office  of  the   clerk. 


34,  1925  P.L,  359  No.  211  rep.  as  to  second-olass  twps.  1933  P.L. 
103  sec,   2101  but  reen,  in  sec.  240, 

35,  1925  P.L.  359  No,  211  rep,  as  to  boros,   1927  P.L.  519  see. 
3301  but  reen,   in  sec,  210, 

36,  1911  P.L.  309  sec.   116  am,   1915  P.L.  627  sec,  4  further  am, 
1921  P.L.  1032  sec,  2  ftirther  am,  1929  P.L.  642  sec,  2   further  am.l931 
P.L.  243  sec,  !• 

37,  1876  P.L.   143  sec,   4. 

38,  1909  P.L.  142  sec,  2  am,  1923  P.L.  498  sec.  201  further  am, 
1927  P.L.  137, 

39,  1830  P.L.  39  sec.  2, 

40,  Ibid.;  1830  P.L.  14'^  sec.  1. 

41,  i893~P.L.  125  sec,  1:  1929  P.L.  343  sec.  901  am,  1931  P.L.  318, 

42,  1785,  2  Sm.  L.  84  sec,  5;  1811,  5  iim.  L,  228  sec,  24;  1818 
P.L.  273  sec.  2;  1936  P.L.  1002  No.  319, 

43,  1834  P.L.  333  sec,  45. 

44,  1887  P.L.  14  sec,  2  rep,  1927  P.L.  841  No.  311;  Comm.  v.  Rob- 
inson et  al,;  317  Pa,  321  (1935). 
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A  number  of  oaths   and  bonds   are   fovind   In   the  office   of 
the    clerk  of  courts.      He   files    the   oaths   and  bonds   of  bor- 
ough and  township   tax  collectors ,46        From  I85I4.  until  187k  he 
was   authorized   to  keep  the   oaths  of  co\mty   commissioners 46 
and  auditors,*"^    and  from  I89I  \intll   I929    the    oath  of  the 
comnlssloners'    clerk  was   lodged  with   this  officer,  48       Fire 
wardens'    oaths   should  also  be   found  among  his   papers. 49        He 
formerly  filed   the  bonds  of   the  deputy   surveyor,^^    and  con- 
stables'  bonds   are   still   in  his   custody.^l         Since   he  keeps 
all   papers   filed  in   the   criminal   courts,    a  nvimber  of   the 
bonds   posted  by  defendants   are   fo\ind  among  his   records. 
Some  of  these   are  filed  separately  and  others  are  placed   in 
the   general   quarter  sessions  papers. 

As   a  matter  of   convenience   the   clerk  has   kept  a   calen- 
dar of  cases   listed  for  trial  and  a   record   of  motions  filed 
for  arg\iment  in  quarter  sessions   court.      The   former  was   kept 
as  a  separate   record  from  lBij4  \intil  I896,    but  during   the 
other  years  of  the   coiinty's   existence   it  was   entered   in  the 
Quarter  Sessions  Docket. 

The  large   file   entitled  Quarter  Sessions   (Criminal 
Cases)    contains  most  of   the   papers   filed   in  criminal  pro- 
ceedings before   the   courts  of  quarter  sessions   and  oyer  and 
teiroiner.     The  papers   filed   the2?e   Include   trial  lists,    grand 
ju3?y  reports,   petitions,   warrants,    praecipes,    notices   to   de- 
fendants,   motions,    indictments,   bonds,    subpoenas,    bills   of 
costs,  orders,    verdicts,    appeals,    court   rules,    and  probation 
and  parole  papers,     A  number  of  other  specified  papers  per- 
taining  to   the   criminal  business  of   the   court  are  usually 
placed   in  this   general  file.      These   include   transcribed 
notes  of  testimony   taken  in  court  proceedings,  52      reports  of 
the   probation  and  parole   officers, «3    a   record  of  transferred 
prisoners,^     and  fire  wardens'    reports   of  violations. 55        Af- 
ter the  execution  of  a  criminal   takes   place,    the  warden  of 
the  Western  State   Penitentiary  certifies   that  fact   to   the 
clerk  of  courts   of  the   county   in  which   the   criminal  was   con- 


45.  1885  P.L,   187  sec.  3  am.  1909  P.L.  474  rep.  as  to  twp.  taxes 
1917  P.L.  840  sec,   1500  but  reen.    for  second-class  twps,   in  sec.  366 
but  rep.  1933  P.L.   103  sec,   2101  and  reen.  in  sec.  571  am,  1935  P.L. 
1205  further  am,  1939  P.L.   224;  1885  P.L.   187  sec,  3  am,  1909  P.L.  474 
rep.  as  to  "boros.  1927  P.L.   519  sec,  3301  but  reen.   in  sec.  1081. 

46.  1834  P.L.   537  sec.   17  sup.  Const.,    art.  VII,    sec.  1. 

47.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  45  sup.  Const.,  art.  VII,  sec.   1. 

48.  1891  P.L.   22  No.  16  sup,   1899  P.L.   56  sec,  3  and  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sees.  1051,   1052. 

49.  1903  P.L,   24  No,   29  sec.   1  rep,   1923  P.L.   98  sec.   2901. 

50.  1785,   2  Sm.L,   317  sec,   11   rep,   1850  P.L,  434  which  abolished 
the  office  of  deputy  surveyor. 

51.  1824  P.L.   171  sec.   3   sup,   1834  P.L.   537  sec,   112. 

52.  1907  P.L.   135  sees.   6,    5,   9, 

53.  1909  P.L.  495  sec.  4;  1911  P.L.  1055  sec.  3  am,  1919  P.L.  569. 

54.  1923  P.L.  1044  sec.  6. 

55.  1897  P.L.  9  sec.  3. 


CLERK  OF  -TEE  COURT  OF  QUARTER  SESSIONS         147 

victed.  The  clei^  thereupon  files  the  certificate. ^^   When 
a  person  charged  with  mirder  Is  destitute,  he  files  an  af- 
fidavit to  that  effect  with  the  cleric  of  courts.  The  court 
thereupon  appoints  an  attorney  to  serve  as  his  counsel.  The 
affidavits  and  the  attorneys'  expense  accotmts  are  filed 
with  the  cleric. 57 

In  Adams  Covinty  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  certain 
criminal  papers  have  been  filed,  not  In  the  large  general 
file,  but  separately  under  more  specific  headings.  For  ex- 
ample copies  of  proceedings  in  criminal  cases  heard  before 
justices  of  the  peace  and  continued  for  court  have  been 
filed  separately  since  I885.   Papers  filed  in  murder  cases 
since  1907  have  been  placed  in  a  separate  group  of  file 
boxes.   Other  special  groups  of  papers  consist  of  petitions 
for  parole,  petitions  for  order  to  destroy  gambling  devices, 
notes  of  testimony  for  the  years  from  I917  to  I95I,  opinions 
of  the  court  since  I905,  and  papers  filed  in  cases  appealed 
to  the  Superior  Court  from  I902  until  I918. 

The  clerk  keeps  numerous  papers  filed  in  the  civil  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions.   Most  of  these 
papers,  along  with  a  few  dealing  with  criminal  matters,  have 
been  filed  together  and  entitled  Miscellaneous  Files  (Quar- 
ter Sessions).  The  court  of  quarter  sessions  has  certain 
supervision  over  the  borotigha  and  townships  of  the  county; 
many  of  the  papers  in  these  files  relate  to  municipalities. 
Among  these  are  petitions  to  form  boroughs, ^8  to  ennui  bor- 
ough charters  and  to  change  the  name  of  boroughs,59  to 
change  borough  boundarlesfO  to  divide  boroughs,  ^^  to  erect 
new  wards, 62  to  change  the  number  of  coiincilmen  from  each 
ward  of  a  given  borough, 63  and  to  settle  boundary  disputes 
between  a  boro\igh  and  an  adjoining  municipality .64    When- 
ever a  borough  adds  adjoining  lots  to  its  territory  by  or- 
dinance, a  plan  of  such  extension  is  filed  with  the  cleric. 
Other  papers  concerning  boroughs  Include  complaints  that  a 
borough  council  has  failed  to  organize  itself  66  and  the  re- 
turns of  elections  held  to  determine  whether  a  borough  may 
use  some  of  its  money  in  other  ways  than  were  originally 
permitted,®*^    A-lso  filed  here  are  petitions  for  the  erec- 
tions   or  division*^  of  a  tov;nshlp  or  for  the  change  of 


56*  1913  P.L.  528  sec.  6« 

57.  1907  P.L.  31  No,  27. 

58.  1927  P.L.  519  sees.  201-205. 

59-  Ibid.,  sees.  301-303  am.  1931  P.L.  386  see,  4. 

60.  1927  P.L.  519  sees.  401-420. 

61.  IMd.,  sees.  235,  236, 

62.  Ibid.,  sees.  601,  602. 

63.  Ibid.,  sees.  815,  816. 

64.  Ibid.,  sec.  502. 

65.  Ibid.,  sec,  426, 

66.  Tbld.,  see.  1004. 

67.  1917  P.L.  568  sec.  6, 

68.  1931  P.L.  1206  s«c.  206:  1933  P.L.  103  sees.  205,  206. 

69.  1933  P.L.  103  sees.  205,  206, 
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township  boundaries.  ^       In  addition  there  are  filed  com- 
plaints that  a  township  officer  is  refusing  or  neglecting  to 
perform  his  duties. ^•'-   In  almost  all  of  the  above-mentioned 
instances,  after  one  of  these  petitions  is  flle*d  with  the 
court,  an  election  upon  that  matter  is  held  in  the  borough 
or  township.  Thereupon,  certified  copies  of  the  returrs  are 
filed  with  the  clerk.   Other  miscellaneous  papers  which  may 
be  found  here  are  returns  of  elections  to  increase  municipal 
Indebtedness   and  reports  of  commissions  appointed  to  alter 
the  county  boundary  line  ,73 

Many  of  the  other  papers  found  in  the  civil  files  deal 
with  elections.  These  Include  petitions  to  form  new  elec- 
tions districts   and  petitions  for  the  appointment  of  elec- 
tion officers.  ^°       Prior  to  I937  the  clerk  filed  duplicates 
of  election  retumj^   various  papers  concerning  election 
controversies,'^'^  and  expense  accounts  of  candidates. 78 
In  Adams  County  petitions  and  appointments  of  election  of- 
ficers were  filed  separately  from  I879  until  I909. 

The  clerk  of  courts  keeps  a  docket  or  record  of  all 
cases  heard  before  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  terminer.   From  I825  until  I956  cases  heard  in  the  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  were  recorded  in  a  separate  docket. 

The  clerk  is  obliged  to  file  all  papers  pertaining  to 
proceedings  in  the  construction  and  repair  of  roads  land 
bridges. "^^   These  papers  Include  petitions  to  open,  vacate, 
or  Improve  roads  and  bridges,  and  the  resultant  reports  of 


70.  1933  p.L.  103  sec.  302. 

71.  Ibid.,  dec,  503. 

72.  1903  P.L.  258  No.  212. 

73.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  40. 

74.  1885  P.L.  149  No.  117  sec-.  1  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901  but 
reen.  as  am.  in  sees.  503,  504. 

75.  1874  P.L.  31  sec.  6  am.  1893  P.L.  101  further  anu  1897  P.L.  38 
further  am.  1921  P.L.  618  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901  but  reen.  as  am. 
in  sec.  405. 

76.  1799,  8  Sm.L.  340  sec.  12  rep.  1839  P.L.  519  sec,  174  but  reen. 
£n  sec.  S5  rep.  1840  P.L.  683  sec.  16  but  reen.  in  sec.  i  rep,  1937  P.L. 
1333  sec.  1901j  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  84  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901. 

77.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  154  sup,  1874  P.L.  208  sec.  16  rep.  1937 
P.L.  1333  sec.  1901, 

78.  1906  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  78  sees.  6,  9  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec. 
1901. 

79.  1700,  II  St.  at  L,   68  rep.  1802  P.L.  178  sec.  25  but  reen.  as 
am.  in  sees.  1-24  rep.  18b-;  P.L.  551  sec.  82  but  reen.  as  am.  in  sees. 
1-81;  1895  P.L.  336  am  1905  r    290  further  am.  1909  P.L.  527  sup. 
1911  P.L.  224  sees.  1-17,  19  a^   919  P.L.  918  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec. 
1051  but  reen.  in  sees.  751,  871,  M93;  1907  P.L.  167  sec.  1  rep.  as  to 
boros.  1915  P.L.  312  oh.  XIII  art.  I  sec.  Ij  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  752 
am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1, 
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VtgwiBJL'fa  Tritn  ^oto  ^tnd  draTts  of  the  proposed  work  and  tiifr 
final  decision  of  the   cooirt?®       Notes  of  testimony  takea 
from  witnesses  In  TOad  and  bridge   cases  were  filed  seDarate- 
2y  from  1845  until  1B9I.     Since  1849  tii«   cleric  has  kept  a 
special  road  -azui  bridge  docket* 

At  first  {Mipes^  filed  In  juvenile  cases  were  filed  la 
iiie  geneTal   qiiarter  sessions  riles,   and  a   record  of  such 
cases  was   placed   In   the  Quarter  Sessions  Docket  or  the  Oyer 
and  Terminer  Docket.      Now,   however,    juvenile  court  papers 
must  be  filed  separately,  and  a  special  Juvenile  Court  Dock- 
et must  be   prepared ,^1 

Constable^s'   reports  of  law  viola tlonat  wea«L  placed  In  a. 
separate  file  from  IB99  until  190I4-,     For  alX_the  other  years 
of  the  coimtys  existence  they  may  be  fotaad  in  Miscellaneoua. 
Piles. 

The  reports  of  all  Inquests  held  by  the  coroner  nuat  be 
preserved   in   the  office  of  the  clexte  of  courts* 82      These 
have  been  filed  separately   since  1925» 

The   clerk  of  courts  has  always  had  various   responslbli- 
Itles   relating   to   licenslr^   and   registration.     Until   the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  eighteenth  amendment  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  granted  liquor  licenses,  and  paper   relat- 
ing  to   ttiem  were   filed  with  the   clerk  of   that  court .85      in 
Adams   County   the   file   of  pe^tltlons   for  liquor  licenses,    with, 
the   accompanying  Jbonds ,   dates  from  1820  until  I92I.     The 
clerk  has  kept  applic«:tion8  for  stallion:  licenaea  since  1894* 
These  are  in  the  form  of  certificates  which  give  various 
stipulated  facts  about  the  registered  stallion*^      Prom  I9I9 
until  1923   affidavits    relating   to   all  second-hand  automobiles 
sold  or  transferred  within  the   various    townships  of   the 


80.  1901  P.L.  279  seo.  3  rep.  1903  P.L.  274  see*  12  but  reen.  ae 
am.  in  sec.  1  rep.  1933  P.L.  1433  aec*  28  but  reea  a«r.^  1,  3;  190S  P.L. 
66  sec.  1  rep.  1935  P.L.  1433  see.  Z8  bxxt  ree&ae  aa*  in  aao*  8» 

81.  1917  P.L.  240  Ho.  132  sec.  2, 

82.  1783,  XI  St.  at  L.  53  sup.  1834  P.L.  117  sees.  1,  4,  14,  15 
rep.  1855  P.L.  53;  1794,  XV  St.  at  L.  149  seo.  1 »  1821  P.L.  244  B9o.   3 
rep.  1824  P.L.  32  sees.  8,9;  1830  P.L.  352  seo.  3  sup.  1834  P.L.  117  seo. 
6  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601;  1856  P.L.  200  sec,  8  rep.  1864  P.L.  895: 
1856  P.L.  200  seoe,  7,  10,  11  sup.  1887  Pa..  108  sees.  3-6,  9  rep. 

1923  P.L,  34  sec.  8;  1875  P.L.  40  sec.  2  sup.  1867  P.L.  108  seo.  3  rep. 
1923  P.L.  34  seo.  8;  1891  P.L.  267  seo.  8  am.  1901  P.L.  124  sec.  2  jeans 
to  be  rep.  by  implioation  1935  P.L.  1246  sees*  1,  802;  1897  P.L.  297  see. 
2  am.  1901  P.L.  263  rep.  1933  P.L.  252  sec.  33;  1897  P.L.  464  seo.  3  aau 
1903  P.L.  317  rep.  1933  P.L.  252  see.  33;  Coam.  ▼.  Schoeaer,  212  Pa.  527 
(1905);  Rtilas  of  Court,  Huie  148. 

83.  1393  P.L.  37  sec.  1  rep.  1907  P.L.  114;  1911  P.L.  631. 

84.  1919  P.L.  702  sees.  2,  3  rep.  1923  P.L.  425  aao«  19. 
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county  were   filed  with  the   clerk?^        Also  filed  with  the 
clerk  of  courts,    probably   in  the   Mlacellaneous  Piles,    are 
lists   of  attorneys   admitted  to  practice   in   the   courts   of 
quarter  sessions   and  oyer  and   terminer  from  I885  until 
1927,°^    applications  for  detective  licenses>87    bolter  and 
baker  brandmarka,    and  peddlers'    bonds. ^^      From  I877  \mtil 
1911   the   cleric   Issued  licenses   to   transient  medical  practi- 
tioners  after  satisfactory  evidence   of   the  applicant's   fit- 
ness  to  <>ractlce  had  been  furnished  to  him. 89     Prom  I909  \jn- 
tll  1915  he  granted  and  revoked  licenses  for  engaging  in  the 
small  loans  business  and  applications  for  such  licenses  and 
petitions   for  revocation  were  filed  with  hlm.^ 

The  clerk  makes   records  of  the  fees  which  he   receives?^ 
but   in  Adams  County  he   has  not  preserved   them.      The  only  ac- 
acount  books   fo\ind  in  his  office  are  those  which  deal  with 
the  payment  of  support  orders.     These   records,    all  of  which 
date  from  195^,    consist  of  a  record  of  the  payment  of  such 
orders  and  a  group  of  canceled  checks  and  check  stubs.     Also 
filed  with  the  clerk  f>f  courts  are  the   rejports  of  the  audi- 
tors of  the  boroughs^*    and  townships'®  of  the   county.       In 
addition  he  has  preserved  the  assessors'    enxime rations. 9* 
of  the   taxable   Inhabitants  of  the  coianty  for  the  year  iSllj., 

Unless  otherwise  stated,    the   records  of  the  clerk  of 
courts  are  found  in  his  vault. 


85.     1855  P.L.  16  aau  1887  P.L.  151  rep.  1927  P.L.  1666  So,  1S6  seo, 
ll  1927  P.L.  356  Ho.  226. 

86..     1887  P.L.  175  seo.  2. 

87.  1781,  X  St.  at  L,  288  seo.  2|  1781,  2  Sa.L.  11. 

88.  1830  P.L.  147  seo,  1. 

89.  1877  P.L.  42  seo,  4  am.  1897  P.L.  257  rep.  1911  P.L.  659  eeo. 
14. 

90.  1909  P.L.  518  Ho.  200  seoB.  1,  7  rep.  1913  P.L.  429  seo,  8. 

91.  1810  P.L.  79  800.^1;  1868  P.L.  5  seo.  8  par.  7  ma.  1901  P.L. 
175;  1874  P.L.  126  see,  1  aa,  1909  P.L.  77  further  bm»   1921  P.L.  69 
further  an.  1957  P.L.  2786. 

92.  1874  P.L.  112  seo,  JZ   and  1911  P.L.  666  aee.  2  sb.  1915  ?.X.  2S4 
seo,  3>all  rep.  as  to  boros,  1915  P.L.  512  eh.  ZIII  art.  x  seo.  1  tvt 
reen.  in  oh.  VII  art.  IV  seo.  5  rep.  1927  P.L.  619  see.  5501  but  reen. 
in  seo,  1037  am.  1951  P.L.  586  seo.  8}  1909  P.L.  592  seo.  2  rep.  as  to 
boros.  1915  P.L.  512  oh,  IIII  art.  1  seo,  1  required  that  finanoial 
reports  of  boros,  be  filed  wltb.  the  olerk. 

95,  1874  P.L.  112  seo.  2  rep.  as  to  the  aooounts  of  svqperrlsors 
and  twp.  treasurers  1917  P.L.  800  seo.  1600}  1911  P.L.  865  seo,  2  as. 
1918  P.L.  254  seo.  5  rep.  as  to  twps.  1917  P.L.  800  seo,  1500  but  reen. 
in  seo.  327,  rep,  as  tc  seooad-olass  twps,  1955  P.L.  105  seo,  2101  but 
reen,  in  see.  547  am.  1955  P.L.  1299  see,  1  further  aau  1957  P.L.  1758 
see.  1}  1909  P.L.  592  see,  2  rep.  as  to  twps,  1917  P.L.  840  seo.  1500 
required  that  the  reoeipts  and  expenditures  of  all  twps,  be  filed  here. 

94,  1807  P.L.  100  seo.  5f  1014  P.L.  60  oh.  JXXVII  seo.  5}  1621 
P.L.  4,  T  Sb.  341  seo.  8. 
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Minutes 

186.  MINUTE  B00K9,  iSylj.— .   2  Ml..  I7  vols,  (dated). 
Title  varies:  Minutes,  18714.-78,  2  bdl,;  Records, 
l879-8ii.,  1  vol.   1800-1873  In  Qxiarter  Sessions 
Docket,  entry  205 • 

Minutes  of  proceedings  of  quarter  sessions  court,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.;  date  and  time  convened  and  ad- 
journed; names  of  parties,  attorneys,  jurors,  and  Judge; 
character  of  cases;  disposition;  and  date  of  next  court 
session.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   No  Index.  Hdw.  Bdl. 
6  X  8  X  li;  vols.  aver.  550  pp.  lU-i  x  9i  x  1^,  2  bdl., 
I87I4.-78,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  17  vols.,1879— ,  off.  vlt. 

187.  MINUTES  OF  CIRCUIT  COURT,  1826-53 .   1  Ml. 
(dated).   Discontinued,. 

Minutes  of  circuit  court,  showing  court  tenn  and  case  no; 
names  of  parties,  attorneys.  Jurors,  and  Judge;  character  of 
case;  and  disposition.   Arr.  chron.  by  court  tern.   No  In- 
dex.  Hdw.  3  3 A  X  9i  X  5  3 A.  Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

Bonds 
(See  also  entries  7I,  8I,  203) 

188.  TAX  COLLECTORS  BONDS,  I8OI— .  k   bdl.,  3  f .b. 
(dated). 

Fidelity  bonds  posted  by  tax  collectors,  showing  names  of 
tax  collectors,  civil  division,  and  sureties;  date,  amoxint, 
and  conditions  of  obligation  of  bond;  dates  approved  and 
filed;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  filed.  No  Index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  Bdl.  10 
X  8  X  2:  f.b.  10  X  5  X  14.  k  bdl.,  I8OI-8I4.,  bsmt.  vlt.  A;  3 
f.b.,  1886—,  off.  vlt. 

189.  BONDS,  CONSTABLES,  BASTARDY,  COMMISSIONERS  OATH 
OF  OFFICE,  19214.—  .   1  f.b.  1800-1923  In  Miscel- 
laneous Files  (Quarter  Sessions  Court),  entzy  203» 

Bonds  posted  by  constables  and  defendants  In  bastardy  cases, 
showing  names  and  addresses  of  constable  and  defendant; 
names  of  sureties  and  witnesses;  date^  amoxint,  and  conditions 
of  obligation  of  bond;  dates  approved  and  filed;  and  offi- 
cial seals  and  signatures.  Commissioners  oaths  show  dat9, 
nsms  of  commissioners,  term  of  office,  and  seal  and  signa- 
ture of  official  administering  oath.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
filed.   No  Index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5 «  14* 

190.  COUNTY-  COMMISSIONERS  BONDS,  1878-19224-.   1  f.b. 
(dated). 

Fidelity  bonds  posted  by  county  commissioners,  showing  names 
of  commissioners  and  sureties;  date,  amount,  and  conditions 
of  obligation  of  bond;  dates  approved  and  riled;  and  offi- 
cial seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron,  by  date  filed.   No 
Index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  11j|.. 

For  commissioners'  bonds,  I803-77,  I925 — ,  see  entry 
bla. 

191.  Recognizance  (Bonds),  I929— .  1  f.b.  I8OO-I928 
In  Quarter  Sessions  (Criminal  Cases),  entyy  I95. 
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Bond 3    'il«<a   to  assure  appearance  of  defendants,    aJscfwln^ 
CO  I!  ft   te3?ai  and  case  no.;   naass  of  principal  and  B=in»1rl«a; 
dat        «iiBounty   eoul  oondlt^JbHis  of  obligation  of  bond;      dates 
fileu     -ifl  approved;  abd  official  seals  and  slgnatuzvs.     Arr. 
chron.  bj    date  filed.      No   Index.      Hdw,  and   typed.      10  x  5 
X  Ik* 

192.  RECOGUIZANCE,    I873— .      2   vols. 

Record  of  bonds   posted  by  defendants   to  assure  appearance, 
showing   court   term  and  case  no.;   natties  of  prlnclx>al  and 
sureties;   date,    amount,    and  conditions  of  obligation  of 
bond;    cause  for  action;   date  acknowledged  at  next  couirt 
term;   date  filed;  and  signature  of  clerk.     Arr.   chron.  by 
court  term.     No  index,     Hdw.   on  ptd,   fm.     Aver.  8OO  pp.  15 
X  9  X  2  5A. 

Trial  and  Argtunent  List 
CSee  alao^  entries  82,   83) 

193.  TRIAL  DOCKET,    l8iU4.-96.      k  vols.     Title  varlea: 
Clerk  of  Courts  Docket,^  l8i4-i<.-51,   3  vols.  18OO- 
I8I4.5,    1897 — in  Q:uarter  Sessions  Docket,   entry 
205. 

Calendar  of  cases  listed   for  trial   in  quarter  sessions   court, 
showing  court  teia  and  case  no.;   names  of  defendant,    prose- 
cutor,  and  attoa?Beys; list  of  jurors;   and  character  of  case. 
Arr.   chron.  by  court   term.     No   index.     Hdw,     Aver.   3 00  pp. 
II4.  X  8  5A  X  £.     3  vols.;   1814^*51,   b^smt.   vlt.  A;   l  vol., 
iQhh-^G,  off.  vlt. 

ISk*  WATCH  BOOK,    18^— .  2  vols.     Title  varies: Argu- 
ment Book,  I88i4^1910,  1  vol. 
Record  of  motions  filed  for  argument  in  quarter  sessions 
court,   showing  court  term  and  case  no.,   date  filed,   names  of 
parties  and  attorneys^    character  of  motion,    date  heard,   and 
disposition.     Arr.   chron«  by  ««Eurt  temn.     No  Index.     Hdw. 
Araer.   3OO  pp.   l^  x  9  x  2* 

Papers  and  Dockets 

195.  QUARTER  SESSIONS  (Criminal  Cases),    I8OO— .   II8 
f.b.   (dated). 

Papers  filed   in  criminal  proceedings   in   quarter   sessions 
court,    showing  court   teim  and   case  no.;   naces  of  parties^ 
witnesses,  attorneys.  Jurors,    and  prosecutor;  date   and  char- 
acter of  paper;   cha^'ge;   pleas;    costs;   disposition;   and  offi- 
cial  seals  and  signatures.      Also   contains;  Recognizance 
(Bonds),    1800-1928,    entry  19I;    i(liurder  Cases),   I800-1906, 
entry  I97;   and  Juvenile  Court,    I8OO-I916,    entry  211.     Arr. 
chron.  by  court   term.     No   index.     Hdw.   I8OO-I906;    typed 
1908—.      10  X  5  X  lii-.      50  f.b.,    I8OO-I887,    rec.   off.;    68  f.b. 
1888--,   off.   vlt. 

196.  JUSTICES   RETURNS,    I883  — .      12   vols,    (daced). 
Recorded  copies  of  proceedings   ih  criminal  cases  hoard  be- 
fore   Justice  of   the  p««€«  and  contl\med  for  court,   showing 
court  term  and. esse  no.;  names  of  defendant,   witnesses,    and 
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prosecutor;  charge;  date  and  place  of  arrest;  amount  of  bail 
bond;  end  names  of  arresting  officer  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  Arr,  chron.  by  court  term.  No  index.  Hdw.  Aver, 
i4-00  pp.  ll|i  X  9i  3t  2. 

197.  (MURDER  CASES),  I907— .  12  f.b.  (labeled  by  name 
of  defendant).   I8OO-I906  in  Quarter  Sessions 
(Criminal  Cases),  entry  195* 

Papers  filed  in  individual  murder  cases  heard  in  oyer  and 
terminer  court,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  names  of 
defendant,  attorney,  witnesses,  jurors,  and  judge;  date  of 
trial}  surcharge;  plea;  verdict;  and  disposition,  Arr. 
chron.  by  court  term.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed.  10  x  5 
X  Ih. 

198.  ORDER  OP  PAROLE,  1921;—.  2  f.b.  I9II-23  in  Mis- 
cellaneous Files  (Quarter  Sessions  Court),  entry 
205. 

Petitions  filed  for  order  of  parole,  showing  date  filed, 
name  of  prisoner,  term  of  sentence,  date  of  expiration,  name 
of  penal  institution,  nature  of  offense,  name  and  address  of 
petitioner,  disposition,  and  official  seals  and  signatures. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  10 
X  5  X  114.. 

199.  CONDEMATION  PROCEEDINGS,  1951—.   1  f.b*' 
Petitions  filed  by  county  commissioners  for  court  order  to 
destroy  seized  gambling  devices,  showing  court  term,  date 
filed,  type  of  article,  date  approved,  and  signatures  of 
judge  and  commissioners.  Arr.  chron.  by  tenn  of  court.  No 
index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  ^  lU* 

200.  STENOGRAPHIC  NOTES,  I917-5I.  k   f.b.   (labeled  by 
name  of  defendant). 

Notes  of  testimony  taken  in  individual  criminal  cases  heard 
in  oyer  and  terminer  court,  showing  court  term  and  case  no., 
names  of  parties  and  attorneys,  and  nature  of  testimony.  No 
obvious  arr.  No  index.  Hdw.   10  x  5  ^  1^« 

201.  OPINION  OP  COURT,  I905  — .   2. f.b.   I8OO-I9OI4.  in 
Miscellaneous  Pile^  (Quarter  Sessions  Court), 
entry  205. 

Opinions  of  judges  of  quarter  sessions  court,  showing  co\irt 
term  and  case  no.;  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  and  judge; 
nature  of  case  and  opinion;  date  rendered;  and  official 
seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.  No  index. 
Typed.   10  x  5  x  1^. 

202.  SUPERIOR  COURT  PAPERS,  I902-I8.   1  f.b.  (labeled 
by  name  of  defendant). 

Papers  filed  in  an  individual  criminal  case  appealed  to 
Superior  Court,  showing  court  tenn  and  case  no.;  names  of 
parties,  attorneys,  and  judge;  character  of  case;  dispositicxi 
of  lower  court;  dates  appealed  and  returned;  order  of  higher 
court;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   No  obvious  arr. 
No  index.  Typed.   10  x  5  x  14-. 
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205.   MISCELLANEOUS  FILES  (Quarter  Sessions  Court), 
1800—.   10  f.b.  (dated). 
Papers  filed  In  civil  and  criminal  proceedings,  showing 
court  term  said  case  no.;  names  of  parties,  attorneys,  and 
witnesses;  character  of  instrument;  cause  for  action;  decree 
of  court;  date  filed;  and  official  seals  and  signatures. 
Also  contains:  Bonds,  Constables,  Bastardy,  Commissioners 
Oath  of  Office,  I8OO-I925,  entr:,-  I69;  Order  of  Pprole,  I9II- 
25,  entry  I98;  Opinion  of  Court,  l800-190i4.,  entry  201;  Cer- 
tificate of  Election  and  Oaths.  I909--,  entry  2011.;  and  Con- 
stable Returns,  I8OO-I898,  1905--,  entry  215.  Arr.   chron. 
by  court  term.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  ^  1U» 

2014-.   CEWriFICATE  OF  ELE:TI0N  AND  OATHS,  I879-I909.   1 
f.b.   1909 —  in  ?;liscellaneous  Files  (Quarter 
Sessions  Court),  entry  2O5. 
Petitions  and  appointments  of  election  officers,  showing 
court  tenn  and  case  no.,  name  of  civil  division,  district 
no.,  names  of  parties,  title  of  office,  cause  for  action, 
affidavit  of  petitioner,  dates  filed  and  approved,  and  of- 
ficial seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  x  llj.. 

205.  QUARTER  SESSIONS  DOCKET,  I8OO— .   52  vols,  (A-0, 

1-17). 
Record  of  criminal  and   civil   cases  heard   in  quarter  sessions 
court,    showing  court  term  smd  case  no.;   names  of  defendant, 
attorneys,  witnesses,    prosecutor,    jurors,    and   judge;   date 
of   triali    character  of  case;    plea;    verdict;   disposition;   and 
costs.     Also   contains:    Minute   Books,    I8OO-I873,    entry  I86; 
Trial  Docket,    l800-l8i^5,    I897--,    entry   195;    Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner Docket,    1957  —  ,    entry   207;    Road  Docket,    l800-l8i4.8, 
enti7  210;    and   Juvenile   Court  Docket,    I8OO-I915,    entry  212. 
Arr.    chron.   by   court   term..      Indexed  alph.   by   first   letter  of 
surname  of  defendant.      Hdw.    on  ptd.    fm.     Aver.   7OO  pp.    I6 
X  12  X  5. 

206.  QUARTER  SESSIOITS   BLOTTER,    1885-81;.       1   vol. 
(dated) . 

Primary   record  of  quarter  sessions    court  proceedings   and 
later  transcribed   into  Quarter  Sessions   Docket,   showing   in- 
formation as    in  entry  205.     Arr.    chron.   by   court   term.      No 
index.     Hdw.      li|  x  9  x  2. 

207.  OYER  AND  TEHMINEH  DOCKET,    I825-I956.      7   vols. 
Title   varies:    Records,    1825-72,    6  vols.      1957-- 
in  Quarter  Sessions   Docket,  entz^y  205. 

Record   of  major  criminal   cases  heard   in  oyer  and    terminer 
court,    showing  court  term  and   case  no.^  names   of  defendant, 
witnesses,    prosecutor,  attorneys^  jurors,    and   judge;      date   of 
civil   surcharge;    pleas;    verdict;    sentence;    and   costs.      Arr. 
chron.   by   court   term.      No    index,    I825-66;    indexed  alph.   by 
first   letter  of  surname   of  defendant,    I866-I956.      Hdw.   Aver. 
U80  pp.    lU  X   8i  X  2.      5   vols.,    1625-66,    bsmt.   A;    2  vols., 
1667-1956,    off.    vlt. 
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Roads  and  Bridges 
(See  also  entries  27-29) 

208.  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES,  1798--.   2^  f.b.  (dated). 
Papers  filed  In  vacating,  opening,  reopening,  constructing*, 
and  repairing  of  roads  and  bridges,  showing  court  term  and 
case  no,,  name  and  location  of  bridge  or  road,  date  and  char- 
acter of  paper  filed,  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Al- 
so contains:  Depositions,  iSOO-lSl^ii,  I892 — ,  entry  209.  Arr. 
chron,  by  term  of  court.   No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed,   10  x  5 

X  li|. 

209.  DEPOSITIONS^  l8i|5-91.   f.b.  (dated),   I8OO- 
li^kk*    1892—  in  Roads  and  Bridges,  entry  208. 

Notes  of  testimony  taken  from  witnesses  in  road  cases,  show- 
ing court  term  and  case  no.;  names  of  parties,  witnesses, 
and  attorneys;  date  and  place  testimony  was  taken;  nature  of 
testimony;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron. 
by  court  term.   No  index.   Hdw.   10  x  5  ^t  11]., 

210.  ROAD  DOCKET,  1814-9  —  .  k   vols.   (A-D)  .   I8OO-I8I+8 
in  Quarter  Sessions  Docket,  entry  205. 

Record  of  viewers'  reports  on  roads  and  bridges,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  location  and  description  of  project, 
findings,  names  and  viewers,  and  date  of  approval  by  court. 
Arr,   chron.  by  court  term.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed.  Aveu 
500  pp.  12  X  l8t  X  2i. 

Juveniles 

211.  JUVENILE  COURT,  19l6r-.   2  f.b.  (dated).   I8OO- 
1915  in  Quarter  Sessions  (Criminal  Cases),  entry 
195. 

Papers  filed  in  juvenile  court  proceedings,  showing  court 
term  and  case  no.;  names  of  juvenile  delinquent,  prosecutor, 
complainant,  parents,  and  judge;  charge;  notes  of  testimony; 
disposition;  and  official  seals  and  signatures,  ^rr.  chron. 
by  court  term.   No  index.   Typed.   10  x  5  x  lU. 

For  probation  officer's  record  of  juveniles,  see  entry 
299. 

212.  JUVENILE  COUFT  DOCFET,  I9I6— .   2  vols.   (dated). 
1800-1915  in  Quarter  Sessions  Docket,  entry  205. 

Record  of  proceedings  in  juvenile  delinquency  cases,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.;  name,  address,  and  age  of  delin- 
quent; charge;  name  or  prosecutor;  date  of  hearing;  disposi- 
tion; costs;  and  names  of  parents  or  guardian  and  of  presid- 
ing judge.   Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  juvenile.   Hdw.   Aver.  55O  pp. 
12  X  17  X  1  5A. 

Constables. 

213.  CONS'^APLE  RETURNS,  I899-I90I1.   2  f.b.,  1  bdl. 
I8OO-I898,  1905 —  in  Miscellaneous  Files  (Quarter 
Sessions  Court),  entry  2Q5. 

Reports  of  constables  on  law  violations,  showing  court  tenn; 
name 3- x)f -civil  division,  offender,  and  witnesses;  date  and 
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nature  of  violation;  dates  of  report  and  filing;  and  offi- 
cial seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  report. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  F.b.  10  x  5  x  ll4.;.bdl.  5  x  2^ 
X  i.   2  f.b.,  I899-I90I1.,  off.  vlt.;  1  bdl.,  I90U,  bsmt.  vlt. 
A. 

Coroner 
(See  also  entry  297) 

2114-.   CORONERS  INQUEST,  I925--.   1  f.b. 
Reports  of  coroner's  inquest,  showing  name  and  address  of 
deceased;  date,  place,  and  cause  of  death;  date  of  inquest; 
names  of  witnesses  and  juiX5rs;  costs;  and  signature  of 
coroner.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  Inquest.   No  index.  Hdw". 
on  ptd.  fm.  10  X  5  X  II4.. 

Licenses  and  Registration 
(see  also  entries  l6i^-172,  290,  30k'3'^5) 

215.  PETITIONS  AND  PONDS  (Liquor  License),  I82O-I92I. 
17  f.b.  (dated).  Discontinued  as  county  record; 
subsequent  records  kept  by  State  Liquor  Control 
Board. 

Petitions  and  bonds  filed  for  liquor  licenses,  showing  court 
term  and  case  no.,  name  and  address  of  petitioner,  type  of 
license,  location  and  description  of  building,  name  of  ownei; 
names  and  addresses  of  electors,  disposition,  date  and  amount 
of  bond,  name  of  surety,  date  filed,  and  official  seals  and 
signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   No  index.  Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.   10  X  5  X  1]+. 

216.  STALLION,  18914-—*   1  f.b. 

Certificates  of  registered  stallions,  showing  date;  certifi- 
cate no.;  name  and  address  of  owner;  age,  pedigree,  and  de- 
scription of  stallion;  conditions  and  terms;  date  filed;  and 
signatures  of  owner  and  clerk  of  courts.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  registration.  No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5 
X  IJ4-. 

217.  MOTOR  ArpHICLE  AFFIDAVITS,  I9I9-25.   2  f.b.   Dis- 
continued as  co\inty  record;  subsequent  records 
kept  by  State  Bureau  of  Motor  Vehicles.   Title 
varies:   Purchase  of  Used  Motor  Vehicle  by  Vendee, 

.  1922-23,  1  f.b. 
Affidavits  of  sale  of  used  motor  vehicles,  showing  date 
filed;  names  and  addresses  of  vendor  and  vendee;  type,  oiake, 
engine  serial  no.,  and  description  of  vehicle;  date  of  sale; 
and  signatures  of  vendor  and  vendee.   Arr.  chron  by  date 
filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  Ik* 

218.  (Applications  for)  PEDDLERS  LICENSES,  I827--.  1 
f.b.  (dated). 

Show  date  of  application,  name  and  address  of  applicant, 
type  of  commodity  to  be  sold,  amount  of  fee,  and  date  li- 
cense granted.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  application.   No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  10  X  5  X  lk» 

For  veterans'  petitions  for  peddlers  licenses,  see  en- 
try 172. 
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Accounts 

219.  SUPPORT  AND  J'AI!-'^ENANCE,  I956  — .  1  f.d. 

Record  of  payments  of  support  orders,  showing  nanes  of  par- 
ties; court  terra  and  case  no.;  employment  status  of  defend- 
ant; date,  type,  and  amount  of  order;  and  date  and  amovint  of 
payment.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defendant. 
No  Index.   Typed  on  ptd .  fm.   lL|_  x  I6  x  18". 

220.  (CANCELED  CHECt^S  AND  STUBS),  193 6—.   1  f.b.,  U 
vols. 

Canceled  checks  issued  In  payment  of  support  orders  and  stub 
record,  showing  date,  check  no.,  names  of  parties,  amount, 
name  of  bank,  and  signature  of  recinlent  ,   Arr.  num.  by 
check  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd,   fm.   F.b.  10  x  5  x  II4.;. 
vols,  aver,  200  pp.  20  x  li|  x  1.   I4.  vols.,  I9I4.O— ,  off.; 
1  f  b.,  1956-59,  off.  vlt. 

Miscellaneous 

221.  TOWNSHIP  AUDITORS  REPORTS,  I'S^k— »      5  f.b. 
(dated) , 

Auditors'  statements  of  resources  and  liabilities  of  bor- 
oughs and  townships,  showing  date,  name  of  civil  division, 
assessed  valuation  of  property,  itemized  statement  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures,  amount  of  taxes  collected,  deduc- 
tions allowed,  amount  of  delinquent  taxes,  date  filed,  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed.   10  x  5  x  lij., 

222.  TAX  LIST,  I8II+.   1  f.b. 

Assessors'  reports  of  taxables,  showing  date;  name  of  civil 
division;  name,  address^  and  occupation  of  taxable;  assessed 
valuation  of  property;  and  signature  of  assessor.   Arr, 
alph.  by  name  of  civil  division.   No  index.   Hdw.   10  x  5- 
X  lit. 
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For  21  years  after  the  formation  of  Adams  County  In 
1800  the  prothonotary  acted  as  recorder  of  deeds,  register 
of  wills,  and  clerk  of  courts.   In  1821  a  separate  recorder 
of  deeds  and  register  of  wills  was  appointed  who  acted  also 
as  clerk  of  coiu'ts,  and  2  years  later  this  man  was  designat- 
ed prothonotary  as  well.   In  1824  the  offices  of  register 
and  recorder,  combined  under  one  man,  were  separated  from 
the  other  clerical  offices.  This  separation  was  recognized 
by  the  special  act  of  1839.^  A  single  official  has  filled 
the  offices  of  both  recorder  and  register  since  that  time. 

The  Constitution  of  1790  had  vested  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment of  the  register  in  the  Governor.*   In  1838,  by  con- 
stitutional provision  the  office  became  elective  for  a  term 
of  3  years,'  The  term  remained  ttnchanged  under  the  Consti- 
tution of  1874,  but  was  increased  to  4  years  by  amendment  in 
1909.*   Like  all  covmty  officers  the  register  of  wills  must 
be  an  American  citizen  and  a  resident  of  the  cotmty  for  at 
least  1  year  before  assuming  off ice. °  Vacancies  are  filled 
by  the  Governor  until  a  hew  register  is  chosen  in  the  first 
municipal  election  which  takes  place  2  or  more  months  after 
the  occurrence  of  the  vacancy.^   The  register  of  wills  may 
not  at  the  same  time  act  as  county  treasurer, ^  nor  may  he 
serve  as  controller  diiring  his  term  of  office  6r  for  2  years 
thereafter.^  The  register  is  exempt  from  military  service.^ 
He  Is  not  permitted  to  practice  as  an  attorney  in  orphans' 
cotirt.lO 

Before  aas\ming  office  the  register  of  wills  must  take 
an  oath. 11   A  special  oath  is  required  when  presenting  his 
accovinting  of  money  received  from  the  State. ^^   In  addltloa 
the  register  is  obliged  to  give  bond.  1*  At  first  his  bond 
was  recorded  in  orphans'  court,!*  ^u^  now  it  is  recorded  by 


1.  18S»  P.L.  559  seo.  1. 

2.  Coast*  1190,  ftrt.  T,  sae.  11. 

3.  Const,  1838,  art.  VI,  seo.  *• 

4.  Const,,  art.  XIV,  seo.  2  as  am.  1909;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  220. 

5.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  seo.  3. 

6.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  60  am.  1951  P.L.  401  seo.  1. 

7.  1841  P.L,  400  see.  5  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in 
seo.  142. 

8.  1895  P.L.  403  No.  288  seo.  2  and  1909  P.L.  434  No.  242  seo.  2, 
both  rep,  1929  P.L,  1278  seo.  1061  but  reen.  in  seo.  132, 

9.  1887  P.L.  23  sec.  110  aup.  1899  P.L,  266  seo.  2. 

10.  1834  P.L.  333  soo.  75;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  223. 

11.  Const.,  art.  VII,  ^-o.  1;  1705-6,  II  St.  at  L.  267  seo.  2;  1777, 
U.  St.  at  L.  68  seo.  2;  1832  .  L.  135  seo.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  415  seo.  26 
but  reen.  in  seo.  1(a). 

12.  1830  P.L.  272  seo.  8. 

13.  1705-6,  II  St.  at  L.  194. 

14.  1917  P.L,  415  seos,  1(b),  2;  1929  P.L,  1278  sees.  225,  232. 
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the   recorder   of   deeds   who  transmits   It   to  the   Secretary  of 
the   ComnonweQlth. 15     The   register   Is   required  by  law  to  keep 
a  deputy  to   officiate    in  his   absence,    for  whose   conduct  he 
and  his    sureties   are   accountable.      The   deputy   should  be   able 
to   take   the   probate    of  wills,    grant    letters    testamentary  and 
of  administration  and   to  do  whatever   else   appertains   to  the 
office   of  register  by  law. ^^ 

Functions   and  Record* 

The   register  has    Jurisdiction  over  the   prooate   of  wills 
and  the   granting  of   letters   testamentary  and   of  administra- 
tion.l7      The   estates   under  his    jurisdiction  are  those   of  de- 
cedents who  resided   within  the   county   or  the  bulk  of  whose 
estate   lies   in  the   county.^       He   has   considerable  discretion 
in  selecting  administrators, 19      Moreover,    the  register   is 
permitted  to  revoke   any  letters    of   administration  which  were 
granted  to  persons   who  are  not   next   of  kin  or  which  were 
given  for   the   estate   of  a  cj^cedent   whose  will   is    later   found, 
proven,   and  admitted  to  probate ^0       The  reglsfer   of  wills 
grants    letters  in  the   case   of  presumed  decedents,   however, 
only  on  order   of  the   orphans'    court .21       Upon  granting  let- 
ters  the  register  must   take   a  bond   from  all  adminlstrators22 
and  from  all   executors   who  are   not   residents    of  the   Common- 
wealth. 23     Exceptions   to  such  bonds   may  be  filed,    and   the 
register  determines   whether   or  not   they  shall  be  allowed. 24 
The  register  also  is   empowered   to  administer   oaths.      He  must 
do  so  for  all  persons  to  whom  he  grants   letters   testamentary 
or   of  administration. 25 


15.  "1712,    II  St.   at  L.  421  sec.  2;   1777,    DC  St,  at  L.  68  and  1832 
P.L.  135  seo.  1  rep.   1917  P.L.  415  sec,  26  but  r^en.   in  eeo.   l(b),   2. 

16.  1777,    DC  St.   at  L.   68  seo.  5  am,   1832  P.L,   135  seo.  4  rep.   1917 
P.L.   15  sec.  26  but  reen.   in  Sec.   2;   1874  P.L,   43  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278 
seo.   1051  but  reen.   in  seo.   233;    1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   59  am.   1931  P.L. 
401  sec.   1;   1929  P.L.   1278  seo.   224  am.   1931  P.L.   401  sec.   1  further  am. 
1933  P.L.    952. 

17.  1705-6,    II  St.  at  L.    194  sec.   6;    1777,    DC  St.   at  L.  68   sec.  3; 
1795,  XV  St.   at  L.   359  sec.  2;   1832  P.L.   135  sec.   5  rep.   1917  P.L.   415 
seo.   26  but  reen.   in  sees.  3,   4,   6,   7. 

18.  1832  P.L,   135  seo.  6  rep.   1917  P.L,  447  see.   63  but  reen.   as 
am.   in  seo.  2(a). 

19.  Simmons'    Estate,   3  Phila.   172   (1858);  Brubaker's  Appeal,    98  Pa. 
^1  (1881)":  *^ — 

20.  1917  P.L.   415  seo.   5;   1917  P.L.   447  seo.  6(b);   Thomas'   Appeal, 
57  Pa.   356    (1868).  "^ 

21.  1917  P.L,   447  seo,  6(a). 

22.  1712-13,  III  St.  at  L,  14  seo.  1  rep,  1917  P.L,  363  seo.  34; 
1794,  XV  St.  at  L.  80  seo.  1  rep,  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  63;  1832  P.L.  135 
seo.  24  rep.  1917  P.L,  447  sec,  63  but  reen,  in  sec.  8(a). 

23.  1833  P.L.  135  seo,  16  rep.  1917  P.L,  447  sec.  63  but  reen.  in 
seo.  8(o). 

24.  1917  P.L,  447  sec,  8(f). 

25.  1712,  II  St.  at  L.  421;  1777,  IX  St.  at  L,  68  sec,  3;  1795,  XV 
St.  at  L.  359  seo.  2;  1832  P.L,  135  sec,  14  rep.  1917  P.L,  447  sec.  63 
btrt  reen.  in  seo.  7, 
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Whenever  a  caveat   is   entered  against   the   probate   of  a 
will   or  there   is   a  dispute  as   to  the   granting  of  letters, 
the   orphans'    court  may  direct   the  register  to  certify  the 
whole  record  to  the   court .26       in  such  proceedings   a  bond  for 
the   payment   of  costs  must   be  filed  with  the  register, 27  who 
determines   the  amount   of  costs  and  by  whom  they  shall  be 
pa id. 28 

The  register  may  issue  a  citation  to  anyone   in  posses- 
sion of  a   testamentary  writing  requiring   its   production  for 
probate.      If  the  person  served  refuses   to  comply,   the  regis- 
ter must   forward  a  record   of  the  proceedings   to  the   orphans' 
court .29      He  may  also  issue   citations   to  persons   interested 
in  the   estate   of  a   presumed  decedent   to   show  cause  why  an 
alleged  will   should  not  be  probated.'^      In  probate  proceed- 
ings  the  register  has   the   power   to   subpoena  witnesses   and 
issue   attachments   to  compel  appearancef^     to  issue  rules. 
and   to  take  depositions   of  witnesses    outside  the  county.52 

The  register   is   the   agent    of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
collection  of  taxes   from  decedents'    estates, '3   and   in  this 
Capacity  must   give   a   bond. 34      He  must  make  monthly  returns 
to  the  Department   of  Revenue,    paying  the   taxes   collected   in- 
to the   State  Treasury  55       Whenever  any  collateral   inheri- 
tance tax   is   paid  to  the  State   erroneously,    the  register 
makes  application  for   a  refund .^^       Before   1927  he  appointed 
appraisers   to  evaluate   estates   subject   to  transfer   Inheri- 


26.  1712,   2  U.S.  Stat,  421  sec.  3  provided  that  the  register  call 
to  hia  aid  two  or  more  justices  to  help  him  in  settling  those  matters; 
1832  P.L,   135  seo,    12  rep.  1917  P.L.  415  seo,  26  hut  reen.   in  seos.   18, 
19  (the  act  of  1832  gave  the  ;jurisdiotion  over  these  oases  to  the  reg- 
ister's court  whloh  was  abolished  by  Const.,   art.  V,   seo.  2.     Its  duties 
were  transferred  to  the  orphans'    oourt);   1917  P.L.  363  sec.  21(d)  added 
1937  P.L.  2665  am,  1939  P.L.  94. 

27.  1887  P.L.  359  No.  246  rep.  1917  P.L.  415  seo.  26  but  reen.   in 
seo.  20(a,  b). 

28.  1917  P.L.  415  seo,  20(c). 

29.  1832  P.L.  135  seo.  7  rep.  1917  P.L.  415  sec.  26  but  reen.  in 
sec.  8, 

30.  1887  P.L.  156  No.  122  am.  1915  P.L.  689  No.  315  rep.  1917  P.L, 
447  sec,  63  but  reen,  in  seo,  6(o). 

31.  1832  P.L.  135  sec,  8  rep.  1917  P.L.  ^5  seo.  26  but  reen.  in 
seo,  9, 

32.  1832  P.L.  135  sec.  9  rep.  1917  P.L,  416  sec.  26  but  reen.  in 
seo.  10. 

33.  1826  P.L.  227  seo.  2j  1849  P.L.  570  seo.  16  sup.  1887  P.L.  79 
sec.  16  am.  1891  P.L.  59  rep.  1919  P.L.  521  sec.  47  but  reen.  in  sec. 
21  am.  1937  P.L.  1597  sec.  1. 

34.  1841  P.L.  99  se  4  sup.  1887  P.L,  79  seo.  16  am.  1891  P.L,  59 
rep,  1919  P.L,  521  sec,  47  ■  +  reen.  in  seo.  21  am,  1937  P.L,  1597  seo. 
1;  1919  P.L.  521  sec.  22. 

35.  1844  P.L.  564  sec.  3  s  ;  ,  1887  P.L.  79  sec.  9  rep.  1919  P.L. 
1521  sec.  47;  1850  P.L.  170  sec.  i  sup.  1887  P.L.  79  sec.  19  rep.  1919 
P.L.  521  seo.  47  but  reen.  in  sec.  23;  1929  P.L.  343  sec.  608. 

56.  1878  P.L.  206  am.  1901  P.L,  59  No.  25  bud.  1919  P.L,  621  sec,  40, 
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tance  taxes. '"^   The  Auditor  General  now  has  supervision  over 
such  appraisements.^^   The  register,  however,  still  records 
returns  of  the  appraisers  and  transmits  a  monthly  statement 
of  them  to  the  Department  of  Revenue .^^ 

A  fiduciary  in  possession  of  property  subject  to  the 
inheritance  tax  must  file  an  inventory  with  the  register. 
If  it  is  not  filed  within  a  certain  time,  the  register  cites 
the  fiduciary  to  do  so.   He  applies  to  the  orphans'  court  to 
enforce  payment  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid  1  year  after  the 
death  of  the  decedent.   In  securing  Information  on  the  col- 
lection of  taxes,  the  register  has  the  power  to  issue  sub- 
poenas to  compel  the  production  of  evidence,  to  issue  attach- 
ments to  compel  the  appearance  of  witnesses,  and  to  adminis- 
ter oaths  .*^   Overseers  of  real  estate  inherited  from  a  resi- 
dent decedent  must  make  a  return  to  the  register  within  1 
year  after  the  death  of  the  decedent  and  give  security  for 
payment  of  the  inheritance  tax,*l 


At  various  dates  prior  to  1937  the  register  of  wills 
had  certain  responsibilities  at  election  time.  Whenever  the 
judges  were  prevented  or  disqualified  from  acting  on  the  re- 
turn board,  the  register  of  wills,  along  with  certain  other 
county  officers,  took  their  places. ^^ 

Provision  has  always  been  m^e  for  appeals  from  the  de- 
cisions of  the  register  of  wills.**   Until  1874  they  were 
made  to  the  register's  court f*  but  since  that  time  they 
have  been  made  to  the  orphans'  court .'^^ 

The  records  of  the  register  of  wills  reflect  his  mani- 
fold duties.  The  file  boxes  labeled  "Estate"  contain  all 


37.  1849  P.L.  570  sec.  12  em.  1850  P.L.  170  sec.  2  sup.  1887 PJL. 
79  sec.  12  rep.  1919  P.L.  521  sec.  47  but  reen.  in  sec.  10;  1895  P.L.  526 
seo.  2  Bup.  1919  P.L.  521  sec.  12;  Lunatic's  Estate,  11  York  4  (1897), 

38.  1927  P.L.  727;  1929  P.L.  343  seo.  1202  am.  1931  P.L.  318  sec. 
1  further  am.  1935  PJL.  1029  seo.  2. 

39.  1919  P.L.  521  seo.  14  am.  1923  P.L.  1078  seo.  2;  1929  P.L. 
343  seo.  724. 

40.  1841  P.L.  99  sees.  1,  2  and  1849  P.L.  570  sec.  15  sup.  1887 
P.L.  79  seos.  8,  15  rep.  1919  P.L.  521  seo.  47  but  reen.  tn  seo.  15  am. 
1923  P.L.  1078  sec.  3. 

41.  1919  P.L.  521  sec.  3. 

42.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  340  sac.  13  rep.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  174;  1874 
P.L.  31  sec.  IS  am.  1899  P.L.  127  further  am.  1909  P.L.  425  further 
am.  1923  P.L.  267  No.  171  further  am.  1925  P.L.  103  rep.  1937  P.L.  1335 
seo.  1901. 

43.  At  first  the  high  court  of  errors  and  appeals  had  the  right  of 
final  decision.  1780,  X  St.  at  L.  52  seos.  1,  3. 

44.  A  register's  coui't  was  provided  for  in  the  Const.  1790,  art.V,. 
sec.  7  and  the  Const.  1836,  art.  V,  seos.  1,  7  but  abolished  Const., 
art.  V,  sec.  22  which  transferred  its  jurisdiction  to  the  orphans '  court. 

45.  1832  P.L.  135  sec.  31  rep.  1917  P.L.  415  sec.  26  but  reen.  as 
am.  in  sec.  21(a);  1917  P.L.  363  seos.  9(m),  21(a), 
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wills  fixed  for  probate  since  the  formation  of  the  county. 
This  is  the  result  of  a  statutory  provision  requiring  that 
all  wills  remain  in  the  office  of  the  register  except  when 
required  by  a  higher  tribunal  by  certiorari  or  otherwise^ 
In  case  of  translation,  the  translation  is  filed  with  the  o- 
rlginal.*^   In  Adams  County  the  bonds  of  administrators  are 
kept  in  the  same  files.   The  Will  Book,  which  now  consists 
of  21  voli-imes,  also  was  begun  at  the  time  of  the  formation 
of  the  county,  and  it  is  a  record  of  the  wills  filed  with 
the  register. *8  This  record  is  indexed  by  the  Decedents 
Index. 

The  Registers  Court  Docket  is  the  record  in  which  the 
register  keeps  all  information  pertaining  to  the  administra- 
tion of  those  estates  in  which  the  will  has  been  contested. 
The  Release  Book,  which  has  only  been  kept  since  1883,  con- 
tains a  record  of  renunciations  by  administrators  of  the 
right  to  administer. 

Since  1800  bonds  filed  by  fiduciaries  who  have  had  let-, 
ters  granted  to  them,  are  found  in  the  Administrators  and 
Other  Bonds.  ^^  These  also  contain  bonds  of  nonresident  ex- 
ecutors, ^^  The  register  must  also  keep  on  file  bonds  for 
the  payment  of  costs  in  cases  where  a  caveat  is  entered 
against  the  probate  of  a  will  or  where  there  is  a  dispute 
concerning  the  granting  of  letters .51   Either  the  register 
of  wills  or  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  must  file  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  resident  upon  whom  process  may  be  served  for 
a  foreign  corporation  to  whom  letters  have  been  issued»52 

The  register  must  record  and  inddx  all  inventories  and 
appraisements 63  and  must  file  Inventories  of  personal  prop- 
erty subject  to  the  inheritance  tax.  The  latter  inventories 
are  prepared  by  the  fiduciaries?*  and  together  with  the  ap- 
praisements are  found  in  Adams  County  since  1800.   A  docket 
which  constitutes  a  record  of  copies  of  these  inventories 
and  appraisements  has  been  kept  only  since  1885  despite  leg- 
islation requiring  such  a  record  at  a  much  earlier  date.^^ 


46*  1832  P.L.  135  seo.  17  rep.  1*917  P.L.  415  seo.  26  but  raen.  in 
seo.  11;  1832  P.L.  135  soo.  12  and  1889  P.L.  48  No.  49^  both  rep.  1917 
P.L.  415  seo.  26  but  reen.- in  seo.  15. 

47.  1917  P.L.  415  seo.  12(a). 

48.  1832  P.L.  135  seo.  17  rep*  1917  P.L.  415  seo.  26  but  reen.  In 
see.  11. 

49.  1712-13,  III  St.  at  L.  14  seo.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  363  seo.  34; 
1794,  IV  St.  at  L.  80  seo.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  seo.  63;  1832  P.L.  135 
seo.  24  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  seo.  63  but  reen.  in  seo.  8(a). 

50.  1832  P.L.  136  seo.  16  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  see.  63  but  reen. 
in  seo.  8(o). 

51.  1917  P.L.  415  seo.  20(b). 
62.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  57(a). 

53.  1917  P.L.  415  sec.  13. 

54.  1919  P.L.  521  seo.  15;  1923  P.L.  1078  seo.  3. 

55.  1832  P.L.  135  seo.  15  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  seo.  63;  1885  P.L.  156 
No.  121  seo.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  145  seo.  26  but  reen.  in  sec.  13. 
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The   same   legislation  required  an  index  to  this   record  which 
was   Icept   at   first,    but   was   discontinued   in  Adams   County  in 
1916,^°^      Since   1917  appraisements    of   estates   for  which  no 
letters   have   been  granted  have   been  kept    separately.      Before 
that   they  were   kept   with  all   other   inventories   and   appraise- 
ments. 

The  Collateral  Docket,   which  has   been  carefully  kept 
since   1849,    is   a   record   of  collateral   inheritance  taxes  due 
and  paid   on  decedents'    estates.      Similar  record   is   kept   sep- 
arately for  direct   taxes   from  1917  to  date.      It   is   kept   so 
that   the  register   will  have   the   information  which  he  needs 
for  the   reports  which  he  must   make   to  the  Department   of  Rev- 
enue,"     Recorded  copies   of  appraisements   of  decedents'    es- 
tates  for  the   payment   of  collateral   inheritance  taxes  were 
kept   in  Adams  County  only  from  1885  to  1915.^^      There  are 
several  different   kinds   of  receipt   stubs,    one  group  pertain- 
ing to  collateral   inheritance   taxes,    another  to  transfer   in- 
heritance taxes,    and   another   to  expenses    of  appraisers. 

Since   1926  the  register  of.  Adams  County  has   kept  dupli- 
cates   of  monthly  reports   to  the  Auditor  General  for   inheri- 
tance  taxes   collected^9 

Accovints   of  fiduciaries   are  filed  with  the   register  who 
transmits   them  to  the   orphans'    court   and  notifies   all  the 
parties   concerned, 60 

The  register  formerly  kept   records    of  marriages,    births, 
and  deaths,   together  with  general   indexes   to  these  records 
in  separate  books.      These  duties   have   been  taken  over  by  the 
State  Biireau  of  Vital  Statistics .  ^^     There   are  no  accounts 
kept   separately  by  the   register   of  wills    of  Adams   Countyp2 

56.  1832  P.L.  135  seo.   15  rep.   1917  P.L.  447  seo,  63;   1885  P,L.  Iffi 
No.  121  860.   1  rep,  1917  P.L.  145  seo.  26  but  reen.  in  seo.  13. 

57.  1844  P.L.   564  sec.  3  sup.  1887  F.L.   79  seo.   9  rep.  1919  P.L. 
521  seo.   47;   1850  P.L.   170  sec.  4  sup.   1887  P.L.  79  seo,   17  rep.   1919 
P.L.  521  seo.   47  but  reen.   in  sec.  23;   1929  P.L.   343  seo.  608. 

58.  1826  P.L.  227  sso.  2;   1849  P.L.  570  sec.   15  and  1855  PiL.  425 
seo.  3j both  sup.  1887  P.L.  79  seo.    14  rep.   1919  P.L.  521  seo.  47  but 
reen.   in  sec.   14  am.   1923  P.L.  1078  sec.  2. 

59.  1884  P.L.  564  sec.  3  sup.   1887  P.L.  79  seo.   9  rep.   1919  P.L. 
521  seo.  47;   1850  P.L.   170  sec.  4  sup.   1887  P.L.   79  sec.  19  rep.   1919 
P.L.  521  sec.  47  but  reen.   in  seo.  23;    1929  P.L.  343  sec.  608, 

60.  1797,  X7  St,  at  L,  543  and  1823  P,L.  286  sec.   1  both  rep.  1317 
P.L.  447  seo.  63  but  reen.   in  seo.  46(d);   1832  P.L.   135  sees,  5,   50  rep. 
1917  P.L.   415   seo.   26;    1863  P.L.   341  sao.   1  reo.   1917  P.L.  337  seo.  45; 
1917  P.L.  447  seo.  46(a). 

61.  1852  P.L.  2   reo.   1855  P.L.  4.  See  act  of  1907  P.L.   422  seo.  1 
supp.  1915  P.L.   900  seo.   1;   1923  P.L.  49FTeo.  201;   1927  P.L.   207  seo.  & 

32,     1868  P.L.  3  sec.  8  par.   7  as  am.   1901  P.L.  175  sec.   1,   re- 
quired that  the  register  keep  the  accovints  of  his  office.     By  the  act  of 
1810,   5  aiul>«105  these  accounts  had  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Auditor 
General.     This  act  was   rep.  as  to  oounties  with  a  population  tmder  150,- 
000,   1874  P.L.   125  seo.  1  as  am.   1921  P.L.  69  further  am.   1937  P.L,  2786. 


104  ADAI.^S  COUNTY 


Unless  otherwise  indicated  records  of  the  register  are 
to  bo  found  in  the  office  vault. 


Wills  and  Administrations 

223.  ESTATES,  1799—.   68  f  .b.  (labeled  by  contained 
will  nos.).  Title  varies:  Wills  and  Adrninistra- 
tion  Bonds,  1799-1937,  61  f.b. 

Wills  filed  for  probate  and  bonds  posted  by  administrators, 
showing  date  and  character  of  Instrument;  nsme  and  address 
of  decedent;  will  no.;  terms  and  conditions  of  will;  name 
of  administrator;  date,  amount,  and  conditions  of  obligation 
of  bond;  date  filed;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr. 
num.  by  will  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10 
X  5  X  14. 

224.  WILL  BOOK,  1800--.   21  vols.  (A-U) . 
Recorded  copies  of  wills  filed  for  probate,  showing  date 
filed;  will  no.;  names  of  decedent,  testator,  fiduciary, 
heirs,  and  witnesses;  terms  and  conditions  of  will;  affida- 
vit of  proof  of  death;  and  date  recorded.   Arr.  chron.  by 
date  recorded.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
decedent;  for  separate  index,  see  entry  225.   Hdw.   1800- 
1924;  typed  1924--.   Aver.  640  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

225.  DECEDENTS  INDEX,  1800--.   8  vols,  (labeled  by  con- 
tained letters  of  alphabet).  Title  varies:  Dece- 
dents Index  Prior  to  1364,  1800-1864,  1  vol. 

Index  to  Will  Book,  entry  224;  Release  Book,  1883--,  entry 
229;  and  Administrators  and  Other  Bonds,  entry  230;  showing 
names  of  decedent  and  administrator,  date  and  character  of 
Instrument,  and  vol.  and  p.  reference.   Arr.  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  decedent,   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  500 
pp.  18  X  15  X  2  3/4. 

226.  GENERAL  INDEX,  1800-1381.   2  vols. 

Obsolete  index  to  Will  Book,  entry  224;  and  to  Administrators 
and  Other  Bonds,  entry  230,  showing  Information  as  in  Dece- 
dents Index,  entry  225.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  sur- 
name of  decedent.   Hdw.   Aver.  800  pp.  19  x  13  x  4.  Bsmt. 
vlt.  A. 

227.  REGISTERS  COURT  DOCKET,  1803--.   2  vols. 

Record  of  petitions  filed  in  contested  wills  and  proceedings, 
showing  date;  names  of  decedent,  proponents,  caveators,  and 
attorneys;  character  of  instrtiment;  court  term  and  case  no.; 
and  disposition.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   Indexed  alph. 
by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent.   Hdw.  and  typed. 
Aver.  500  pp.  18  :j  12  x  3. 

228.  REGISTERS  COURT  DOCKET,  1803-55.   1  vol. 
Obsolete  record  of  petitions  filed  in  contested  wills,  show- 
ing same  information  as  in  entry  227.   Arr.  chron.  by  date 
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of  recording.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
decedent.   Hdw.   30  pp.  10  x  16  x  ^.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

229.  RELEASE  BOOK,  1883--.   6  vols.  (A-F).   1799-1882 
in  Deed  Book,  entry  53. 

Record  of  renunciations  of  fiduciaries'  right  to  administer 
decedents'  estates,  showing  date;  release  no,;  names  of  de- 
cedent, fiduciaries,  and  heirs;  value  of  estate;  and  dates 
accounts  filed  and  of  release,  Arr.  chroii,  by  dates  record- 
ed.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  grantee 
and  grantor;  for  separate  index,  see  entry  225.   Hdw,   1883- 
1927;  typed  1927—.   Aver.  600  pp.  18  x  12  x  3. 

Bonds 

230.  ADMINISTRATORS  AND  OTHER  BONDS,  1800—.   13  vols. 
(3  vols.  A-C;  10  vols.  4-13).  Title  varies:  Ad- 
ministration Bonds,  1800-1895,  7  vols. 

Recorded  copies  of  bonds  posted  by  administrators  of  dece- 
dents' estates,  showing  names  of  decedent,  administrator, 
and  surety;  date,  type,  amoiont,  and  conditions  of  obligations 
of  bond;  official  signatures;  and  date  recorded.  Arr.  chron. 
by  date  recorded.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  administrator;  for  separate  index,  see  entry  225.   Hdw, 
on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  550  pp.  18  x  13  x  3, 
For  original  bonds,  see  entry  223- 

Inventory  and  Appraisements 

231.  INVENTORY  AND  STATE  APPRAISEMENTS,  1800—.   77 
f.b,  (labeled  by  contained  estate  nos.).  Title 
varies:  Inventory  and  Vendue  List,  1800-1933, 
70  f.b. 

Inventories  and  appraisements  of  decedents'  estates,  showing 
estate  no.,  name  and  address  of  decedent,  itemieed  list  of 
property,  appraised  value,  total,  oath  and  signature  of  ap- 
praiser, and  date  filed.   Also  contains:  Appraisement  No  Let- 
ters Granted,  1800-1916,  entry  234.   Arr.  nvun.  by  estate  no. 
No  index.   Hdw.  1800-1916;  typed  1917—,   10  x  5  x  14. 

232.  INVENTORY  AND  APPRAISEMENTS,    1885--.      20  vols. 
(A-T), 

Recorded  copies  of  inventories  and  appraisements  of  dece- 
dents' estates,  showing  estate  no.,  date  of  appraisement, 
names  of  decedent  and  appraiser,  oath  of  appraiser,  itemized 
list  of  chattels  and  appraised  valuation,  total  value,  and 
date  recorded.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  recorded.  For  Index, 
1865-1916,  see  entry  233;  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  decedent.   Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  510  op.  18 
X  12i  X  2i. 

233.  INDEX  TO  INVENTORY  AND  APPRAISEMENTS,  1885-1916. 
2  vols.  Discontinued. 

Index  to  Inventory  and  Appraisements,  entry  232,  showing 
name  of  decedent,  estate  no.,  and  vol.  and  p.  reference. 
Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent.  Hdw. 
Aver.  250  pp.  14  x  9  x  1  3/4. 
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234.   APPRAISEMENTS  NO  LETTERS  GRANTED,  1917—,   2  f .b. 
(A-K;  L-Z).   1300-1916  in  Inventory  and  State 
Appraisements,  entry  231. 
Appraisement a  filed  for  letters  of  administration  which  have 
been  voided,  showing  date,  estate  no.,  names  of  decedent  and 
appraiser,  appraised  value,  amount  of  liabilities,  and  of- 
ficial seals  and  signatures.   Arr,  chron.  by -date  filed.   No 
index,   Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm.   10  x  5  x  14. 

Inheritance  Taxes 

235.   COLLATERAL  DOCKET,  l8i;9— .   I4.  vols.  (5  vols,  la- 
beled A,  D,  E;  1  vol.  unlabeled).   Last  entry 
1926.   Title  varies:  Record  Book,  1874-90,  1  vol. 
Record  of  collateral  Inheritance  tax  due  and  paid  on  dece- 
dents' estates,  showing  estate  no;  name  and  address  of  dece- 
dent; date  of  death;  date  and  character  of  letters  granted; 
names  of  fiducl-ary,  attorneys,  and  appraisers;  appraised 
value  of  estate;  amounts  subject  to  taxation;  deductions, 
abatements,  or  penalties;  and  dates  and  amounts  of  payments. 
Arr.  chron,  by  date  letters  granted.   Indexed  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  decedent.   Hdw.  and  hdw,  on  ptd,  fm. 
Aver.  400  pp.  16  x  12  x  2, 

236.  COLLATERAL  INHERITANCE  INVENTORY,  1885-1918, 
3  vols.  (A-C),   Discontinued. 

Recorded  copies  of  appraisements  of  decedents'  estates  for 
collateral  inheritance  tax,  showing  estate  no,,  name  and  ad- 
dress of  decedent,  description  and  location  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property,  itemized  list  of  chattels  and  appraised  val- 
uation, total  value,  name  and  oath  of  appraiser,  date  of  ap- 
praisement, and  date  recorded.   Arr,  chron,  by  date  recorded. 
Indexed  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent;  for 
separate  index,  see  entry  237,   Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.   Aver.  525 
pp,  18  X  12  X  2^. 

237.  INDEX  TO  COLLATERAL  INHERITANCE  INVENTORY,  I885- 

1918.   1  vol.  Discontlnuea. 
Index  to  Collateral  Inheritance  Inventory,  entry  236,  show- 
ing name  of  decedent,  estate  no.,  and  vol,  and  p,  reference. 
Arr,  alph,  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent.   Hdw, 
250  pp.  14  X  9  X  1  3/4, 

238.  (Trsnsfer)  INHERITANCE  TAX  DOCKET,  1917—.  2  vols. 
(1,  2),   Title  varies:  Direct  Inheritance  Tax 

Docket,  1917-36,  1  vol. 
Record  of  inheritance  taxes  due  and  paid  on  decedents'  es- 
tates, showing  name  and  address  of  decedent;  date  of  death; 
date  and  character  of  letters  granted;  names  of  fiduciary, 
attorneys,  and  appraisers;  appraised  value  of  estate;  amount 
subject  to  taxation;  deductions;  abatements  or  penalties; 
dates  and  amounts  of  payments;  and  estate  no,   Arr,  chron, 
by  date  letters  granted.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  decedent.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  300  pp.  19^ 
X  15  X  2h, 
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239.  (RECEIPT  STUBS  OF  COLLATERAL  INHERITANCE  TAX), 
1906-26.   6  vol3. 

Receipt  stubs  of  collateral  Inheritance  taxes  paid,  showing 
receipt  no.,  date  paid,  name  of  appraiser,  name  and  address 
of  decedent,  appraised  value  of  estate,  amount  paid,  and 
signature  of  register,   Arr.  chron.  by  date  paid.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  150  pp.  13  x  8^  x  1^. 

240.  (RECEIPT  STUBS  OF  TRANSFER  INHERITANCE  TAXES), 
1919--.   23  vols. 

Receipt  stubs  of  transfer  inheritance  taxes  paid,  showing 
date,  name  and  address  of  decedent,  appraised  value  of  es- 
tate, amo\mt  subject  to  taxation,  deductions,  and  amount 
paid.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  paid.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.   Aver.  540  pp.  16^  x  8^  x  1^. 

241.  (APPRAISERS  EXPENSES,  RECEIPT  STUBS),  1917-29. 
3  vols.   Discontinued. 

Stubs  of  receipts  for  expenses  paid  to  appraisers  for  ap- 
praisement of  estates  for  inheritance  tax,  showing  date;  re- 
ceipt no.;  names  of  decedent,  appraiser,  and  register;  lo- 
cation of  estate;  days  of  service;  rate  per  diem;  travel  ex- 
penses; amounts;  totals;  and  da^e  paid.   Arr.  num.  by  re- 
ceipt no.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.   Aver.  100  pp.  13  x  7 
X  li. 

Vital  Statistics 
(See  also  entries  276,  283) 

242.  REGISTER  OF  BIRTHS,  1852-55.   1  vol. 

Record  of  births,  showing  date  recorded;  name,  sex,  color, 
and  date  and  place  of  birth  of  child;  names  and  address  of 
parents;  and  occupation  of  father.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  child.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   400 
pp.  12  X  18  x  2,   Clk  of  cts.  off.  vlt. 

243.  MARRIAGE  CERTIFICATES  (Unclaimed),  1859-97.   1 
bdl. 

Certificates  left  for  recording  and  not  claimed,  showing 
certificate  no.,  date  filed,  names  of  parties  and  person  of- 
ficiating, date  and  place  of  marriage,  and  official  seals 
and  slgnatiires.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  certificate.   No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  on  ptd..  fm.   3  x  5  x  i.   Bsmt .  vlt.  A. 

244.  REGISTRATION  OF  NLARRIAGES,  1852-55.   1  vol. 
Register  of  marriages,  showing  names,  addresses,  ages,  color, 
dates  and  places  of  birth,  and  occupations  of  parties;  date 
and  place  of  ceremony;  name  of  officiating  party;  date  regis- 
tered; and  signatvire  of  register.  For  index,  see  entry  245. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  500  pp.  13  x  17  x  3.   Clk.  of  cts.  off.  vlt. 

245.  INDEX  OP  MARRIAGES,  1852-55.   1  vol. 

Index  to  Registration  of  Marriages,  entry  244,  showing  names 
of  parties,  date  of  marriage,  and  vol.  and  p.  reference. 
Arr.  alph.  by  fir^t  letter  of  surnames  of  parties.   Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.   500  pp.  15  X  17  X  2. 
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246.  REGISTER  OF  DEATH,  1852-55.  1  vol. 
Register  of  deaths  in  covrnty,  showing  name  of  civil  division; 
name,  age,  color,  sex,  occupation,  and  marital  status  of  de- 
ceased; dates  and  places  of  birth,  death,  and  interment;  du- 
ration of  last  illness;  cause  of  death;  names  of  parents; 
and  date  recorded.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
deceased.   No  index.   Hdw.   400  pp.  14  x  16  x-  2.  Clk.  of  cts. 


off.  vlt, 


Miscellaneous 


247.   (MONTHLY  REPORTS  OF  REGISTER),  1909-14,  1926—. 
16  f.b. 
Duplicates  of  monthly  reports  to  Auditor  General  for  inher- 
itance taxes  collected,  showing  date,  amount  of  tax,  name 
of  estate,  amounts  of  other  State  taxes  collected,  total  col- 
lected, deductions,  amount  of  return,  and  signature  of  reg- 
ister. Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  report.   No  index.   Typed  on 
ptd.  fm.   10  X  5  X  14.   15  f.b.,  1909-14,  bsmt.  vlt^A.;  1 
f.b.,  1926—,  off. 


VI.   CLERK  OF  ORPHANS  COURT 


Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

Although  the  orphans'  court  as  a  legal  entity  had  al- 
ready been  established  when  Adams  County  was  created  in  I8OO 
the  office  of  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived definite  legislative  sanction.   That  individual  who 
happened  to  serve  in  tl^   capacity  of  prothonotary  did  also 
the  work  which  in  18514.   became  isolated  as  that  of  clerk  of 
the  orphans'  court.   The  special  law  of  I859  declared  "that 
the  sanie  individual  who  was  to  be  designated  clerk  of  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer  should  also 
be  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court, ^   and  this  has  been  the  prac- 
tice in  Adams  Coxinty  ever  since. 

Like  all  co\inty  officers,  the  clerk  of  orphans'  court 
must  be  an  American  fitizen  and  a  resident  of  the  county  for 
at  least  a  year  before  assuming  office.^   Vacancies  are 
filled  by  the  Governor  to  hold  office  until  a  new  clerk  is 
chosen  in  the  first  municipal  election  which  takes  place  2  ^ 
or  more  months  after  the  occurrence  of  the  original  vacancy. 
No  rrember  of  Congress  or  any  other  person  holding  office  \3it- 
der  the  United  States  may  at  the  same  time  hold  this  office. 
While  in  office  the  clerk  may  not  also  be  justice  of  the 
peace^   or  a  coiinty  treasurer.'    He  is  not  allowed  to  be 
county  controller  either  during  his  term  of  office  as  clerk 
of  orphans'  court  or  for  2  years  afterwards.^    He  may  not 
practice  as  an  attorney  in  the  orphans'  court,^   and  he  is 
exempt  from  military  service. 10 

Before  assuEd.ng  office  the  clerk  must  take  an  oath^^ 
and  g  Ive*  a  bond.-"-^   In  Adams  County  he  is  paid  by  fees.   If 


1.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  23;  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  56  rep.  1917  P.L. 
363  sec.  24  but  reen.  in  sec.  8(b-l). 

2.  1839  P.L.  559  sec.  1. 

3.  Const.,  art  XIV,  sec.  3. 

4.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  60  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1. 

5.  1812,  5  Sm,L.  309  sup.  1874  P.L.  186  sees.  8-12  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  5. 

6.  1874  P.L.  186  sec.  4;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  223. 

7.  1841  P.L.  400  sec,  3  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.  142. 

8.  1895  P.L.  403  No.  288  sec.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  132. 

9.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  75;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  223. 

10.  1887  P.L.  23  sec.  110  sup.  1899  P.L.  266  sec.  2. 

11.  Const.,  art.  VII,  sec.  1;  1705-6,  II  St.  at  L.  267  sec.  2; 
1834  P.L.  333  sec.  76;  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  63. 

12.  1830  P.L.  272  sec.  9;  1834  P.L.  333  seo,  76;  1929  P.L.  1278 
sec.  225. 
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he   receives  more   than  $14-, 000   in  fees   in   any   1  year  one-half 
of   the   excess  must  be   turned  over  to   the   county   treasurer 
for  the   use   of   the   Commonwealth.  ^^     A   report  of  fees    received 
must  be   sent    to   the  Department  of   Revenue  .^4 

The   clerk  of  orphans'    court  may  appoint  a  chief  deputy 
to   perform  his  duties  when  he   is   absent. ^^      Also  when   the   of- 
fice  of   clerk  of  orphans'    court   is   vacant,    the   one   designat- 
ed as   first  deputy,    after  posting   a  bond  acceptable    to    the 
court  of  common  pleas,    may  discharge   any  of   the  duties  of 
his  principal  until  a   successor  has  been  appointed.     When- 
ever the   amount  of  business   in  the  orphans'    court  makes   it 
necessary,    the   clerk  may  appoint  enough  extra  deputies   to 
take    care   of   the   work  at  hand  properly.  17 

Functions  and  Records 

Custody  of  the   records   and   the   seal  of  the   orphans' 
court  is  vested   in   the   clerk  who  performs   all   the  duties 
pertaining   to    the  office  under  the   directinn  of  the   courtv 
If  the   judge   of  orphans'    court   is  lonable   to  attend   court 
the   clerk  adjourns    it   from  day  to  day.  19     He   signs   and  af- 
fixes  the   seal  of   the   court   to  all  writs    issued  by   it  and   to 
all  exemplifications   of  the   records   and  processes   of   the 
court, ^      The   power  of  administering   oaths   and   affirmations 
in  conducting  the  business   of  the   orphans'    court  also  be- 
longs to  the  clerical 

The   clerk  has   several  miscellaneous   responsibilities. 
In  arbitration  cases   where    the   prothonotary   is   a  party   to   a 
suit,    he   may  perform  the   prothonotary ' s   duties. ^|,   He   es- 
treats   to   the   State   all   fines   paid   into   the   court,        and 
periodically   sends    to    the  Commonwealth  all  money  which  is  due 


13.  1810,    5  Sn.L.   105  sees.   1,   2;   1868  P.L.   3  sec,   8  par,   7  am, 
1901  P,L,   175  sec,  1;   1874  P,L,  125  sec,  1  am,   1909  P,L,  77  further  am. 
1937  P.L,   2782;    Comm,  v,   Conway,   12  Pa,  C.  C,   630,   2  Dist,    429   (1893). 

14.  1929  P.L7343  se^'SOT, 

15.  1929  P.L.  1278   sec.   224. 

16.  1874  P.L.   43  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278   sec.   1051  but  reen,   in  sec, 
224  am,   1931  P,L.    401   sec,   1   further  am.   1933  P.L.   952;    1929  P.L.   1278 
sec.   59  am.   1931  P.L.   401   sec.   1;   Pa.  Att.   Gen,,    Official   Opinions, 
1891-94,   pp.   462,    463.  

17.  1875  P.L.   25   sec.   2. 

18.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  56  rep.  1917  P.L.  363  sec.  24  but  reen.  in 
sec.  8(b-l). 

19.  1834  P.L.  333  se-.  64. 

20.  Ibid.,  sec.  77. 

21.  Ibid.;  1859  P.L.  19   ^o.   1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  226. 

22.  1825  P.L.  172  sec.  1  sur   1836  P.L.  715  sec.  36;  Kerns  v. 
ntsinger,  2  Leg.  Rec.  79  (1881).  

23.  1783,  2  Sm.L.  84  sec.  5;  1818  P.L.  273. 
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24 
the   State,  In   certain   cases    the   orphans'    court  may  order 

the   clerk   to   execute   and  deliver  the   deed   or  mortgage    to 
land   sold  or  mortgaged  by  order  of   the   court. 25 

Since   1957   trials  by   jury  may  be   held    in  orphans'    couri; 
with  the  approval  of  the   court  of  common  pleas.     At  the   com- 
pletion of  such  trials,    the   clerk   certifies    the   verdict  or 
judgment  to   the   prothonotary,    who   files   and  dockets   lt.26 

27 

The  clerk  of  orphans'  court  issues  marriage  licenses. 

When  a  minor  applying  for  a  license  has  no  parents  or  g\iard- 
Ian  to  give  consent,  the  judge  of  orphans'  court  appoints  a 
guardian  just  for  that  purpose.  At  that  time,  if  the  judge 
is  not  acce^ible,  the  clerk  is  authorized  to  name  someone 
as  guardian.   No  one  under  I6  may  be  married  even  with  pa- 
rental consent,  except  in  special  cases  when  the  judge  m^ 
authorize  the  clerk  of  orphans'  court  to  grant  a  license. 
Whenever  the  clerk  refuses  to  issue  a  license  he  must  certi- 
fy the  proceedings  to  orphans'  court.'^   The  clerk  is  the 
agent  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  collection  of  marriage  li- 
cense fees,  which  he  sends  to  the  State  Treasurer  through 
the  Department  of  Revenue  .^^ 

In  some  cases  the  duties  of  the  clerk  are  not  clearly 
distinguished  from  those  of  the  register  of  wills,   ""or  ex- 
ample, either  the  clerk  or  the  register  gives  written  notice 
to  Interested  parties  of  the  filing  of  fiduciaries'  ac- 
counts ^2 

Most  of  the  duties  of  the  clezk  of  orphans'  court  are 
concerned  with  the  keeping  of  records •   Many  of  these  recorcta 
are  prescribed  by  law,  but  others  are  kept  as  a  matter  of 
convenience.  The  clerk  has  custody  of  all  of  the  records  of 
orphans'  court  and  must  keep  them  at  the  place  of  holding 
court.    He  is  obliged  to  keep  two  Indexes  of  every  book  of 


24.  1859  P.L.  561  sec.  1  sup.  1893  P.L.  125  sec.  1. 

25.  1917  P.L.  388  sees.  17(a),  18j  1917  P.L.  447  sees.  16(j-l), 
18(f). 

26.  1917  P.L.  363  sec.  21(d)  added  1937  P.L.  2665  am.  1939  P.L.  94, 

27.  1885  P.L.  146  sec.  1  am.  1893  P.L.  27  further  am.  1895  P.L. 
202. 

28.  1885  P.L.  146  sec.  3  am.  1887  P.L.  170  No.  105  further  am. 
1903  P.L.  80  further  am.  1905  P.L.  58  further  am.  1915  P.L.  636. 

29.  1927  P.L.  64  No.  44. 

30.  1913  P.L.  1013  sec.  4. 

31.  1929  P.L.  343  sec.  612. 

32.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  46(c).  Affirmed  by  special  rule  of  court 
for  Adams  Coxmty,  adopted  March  5,  1918. 

33.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  56  rep.  1917  P.L.  363  sec.  24  but  reen.  in 
sec.  8(b-l). 
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The   power  of  determining   the  mode  of 
keeping   Indexes  belongs   to   the   orphans'    court   It se IX.  since 
there   is  no   separate   orphan'    court   In  Adams  County.  All 

orders  and  directions  of  the  orphans'  court  by  virtue  of 
this  power  must  be  entered  in  full  on  the  records  of  the 
court  ,'6 

All  papers  filed  in  orphans'    court  proceedings  have 
been  kept  in  file  boxes   labeled  0.   C.    since   iSOO.**^      Numer- 
ous  types  of  papers  are   fovind  h^yce.      They   include   petitions 
for  the  appointment  of  auditors,        applications   to  vacate 
letters   testamentary,  ®    petitions   for  the   appointment  of 
trustees   to   take   charge  of  estates  of  absentees,*^     and   re- 
quests for  an  accounting  by  a  guardian.*^       In  addition  there 
are   found  here  petitions   to  ask  the   court   to  declare   a  per- 
son legally  dead*^    and   to  accept  the  will  of  such  person 
for  probate ,*2       Other  papers   include   elections   to    take  real 
estate   in  lieu  of  legaclesf^agreements   for  the  division  of 
realty  devised   in  trust, ^    and  petitions   for  the   division 
of  a  decedent's   real   estate^       When  the   personal  estate  of 
a  decedent  does  not  exceed  $500  a  petition  and  an  acco\int- 
ing  of  the   estate^^re   filed  within  6  months  by  the   executor 
or  administrator.  A  brief  summary  of  ail  proceedings  be- 

fore  the  orphans'    court   is   contained   in   the  Orphans'    Co\irt 


34.  1827  P.L.  154  seos.  5-7. 

35.  1878  P.L.  43  sec.  5  rep.  1927  P.L.  121  No.  87;  1891  P.L.  129 
sec.  5  am.  1929  P.L.  776  No.  327.  Fro&  1879  until  1891  and  since  1929 
this  power  was  vested  in  the  orphems'  court  alone  but  frran  1891  until 
1929  it  was  exercised  jointly  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  and  the  or- 
phans^ court. 

36.  1878  P.L.  43  sec.  6  rep.  1927  P.L.  121  No.  87;  1891  P.L.  129 
sec.  6. 

37.  1834  P.L.  333  sec.  56  rep.  1917  P.L.  363  sec.  24  but  reen.  in 
sec.  8(b-l). 

38.  1794,  XV  St.  at  L.  80  sec.  14  sup.  1832  P.L.  190  sec.  19  rep. 
igi''  P.L.  447  sec.  63. 

39.  1829  P.L.  122  sec.  1  sup.  1832  P.L.  190  sec.  27  rep.  1917  P.L. 
447  sec.  63. 

40.  1879  P.L.  21  sec.  1  am.  1905  P.L.  77  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  sec. 
63, 

41.  1907  P.L.  384  sec.  1  rep.  as  to  orphans*  court  1917  P.L.  447 
sec.  63. 

42.  1913  P.L.  369  sec.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  63  but  reen.  in 
sec.  6(a). 

43.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  6(k). 

44.  1913  P.L.  908  sec.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  63  but  reen.  in 
sec.  32(a). 

45.  1923  P.L.  846  sees.  2,  8. 

46.  1917  P.L.  337  sec.  2;  1927  P.L.  449  sec.  1. 

47.  1915  P.L.  265  sec.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  63  but  reen.  in 
sec.  49(c)  am.  1939  P.L.  708.  If  these  petitions  are  accepted  by  the 
court,  the  final  accounting  is  dispensed  with  and  the  executor'  or  admin- 
istrator is  discharged. 
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Docket^  which  Is  Indexed  by  a  separate  record,*^ 

Papers  filed  In  partition  proceedings  were  irregularly 
kept  in  Partition  Proceedings.   The  rest  of  them  may  be 
found  in  the  Orphans'  Court  Papers,   The  proceedings  in  or- 
phans' court  pertaining  to  partition  have  been  summarized 
in  the  Partition  Docket  since  I869.   Before  that  date  they 
will  be  foimd  recorded  in  the  Orphans'  Court  Docket. 50 
Inquisition  papers  filed  in  partition  proceedings  were  filed 
separately  \mtil  I91I+  and  then  kept  with  the  other  orphans^ 
court  papers  and  were  recorded  separately  only  for  the  pe- 
riod l8i;9  to  186.8. 

The  clerk  keeps  bonds  of  executors,  administrators, 
and  trustees  under  whose  charge  the  sale  of  a  decedent* 3 
property  is  taking  place ;51  and  bonds  of  guardians  of  the 
estates  of  minors.  52  When  a  person  receives  a  legacy  from 
a  presumed  decedent  he  must  file  a  bond  to  guarantee  repay- 
ment if  the  person  later  reappears  alive. 55  The  clerk  also 
files  bonds  of  heirs  to  whom  distribution  is  made  before 
all  pos|jible  creditors  have  made  their  claims  against  the 
estate .5*   Most  of  these  bonds  are  filed  with  the  other  or- 
phans' court  papers  in  Adams  Coxinty.   However,  from  I852  to 
date  there  is  a  separate  file  of  bonds  posted  by  fiduciaries 
assuming  distribution  of  fvmds  from  the  sale  of  real  estate 
and  other  file  from  I852  to  I956  which  contains  bonds  post- 
ed by  guardians.   Since  I875  copies  of  bonds  of  fiduciaries 
have  been  recorded  in  the  Real  Estate  and  Bond  Book,  and 
copies  of  bonds  of  g\iardians  have  been  recorded  in  the  Guard- 
ian Bond  Book. 

Except  for  the  intervening  period  stretching  from  I85I 
to  1956  inventories  and  appraisements  of  decedents'  estates 
in  Adams  County  have  been  filed  with  the  general  orphans' 
court  papers .55 

The  first  and  final  accounts  filed  by  fiduciaries 


46.  1850  P.L.  572  sec.  18  rep.  1917  P.L.  363  see.  24  but  reen. 
in  sec,  8(b-2)  am.  1939  P.L.  198. 

49.  1827  P.L.  154  sees.  5-7, 

50.  1889  P.L.  23  sec.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  337  sec.  45  but  reen.  in 
sec.  41;  1917  P.L.  337  sees.  39(a),  42. 

51.  1808  P.L.  144  sec.  3  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  63;  1903  P.L. 
106  sec.  1  rep.  as  far  as  it  relates  to  orphans'  court,  1917  P.L.  337 
sec.  45  but  reen.  in  sec.  25. 

52.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  59(g);  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  154. 

53.  1886  P.L.  155  No,  122  sec.  5  am,  1915  P.L. 945  rep.  1917  P.L. 
447  sec.  63  but  reen.  in  sec.  6(h). 

54.  1794,  XV  St.  at  L.  80  sup.  1883  P.L.  315  rep.  1917  P.L.  447 
sec.  63  but  reen.  as  am.  in  sec.  49(b). 

55.  1701,  II  St.  at  L.  148  sec.  9;  1705-6,  II  St.  at  L.  199  seo. 
1;  1816  P.L.  173  sec.  1  rep,  1917  P.L.  429  sec.  28;  1832  P.L.  190  sec. 
9  rop.  1917  P.L.  447  seo.  63. 
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are    Ifept  in  XJ-l©  boxes   entitled   simply  Accovmts.^^       Accounts 
of  guardians®"    and  trustees^^   are   placed  on   file   triennially 
or  oftener.      In  Adairs   Coxonty   these   are  kept  apart  from   the 
other  accouints   together  with  the   discharges   of   trustees  and 
guardians   and   the   appointments  of  their  successors.      Copies 
of  all   accounts   are    recorded   in  an  Account  Docket   since 
1850.59 

Reoorts   of  auditors   filed  and   recorded   in  separate 
recorddi^  are   the   only   records  of   the  distribution  of  dece- 
dents'   estates,    and  the  Clerks  Accoiint  Book   is   the   only   rec- 
ord of  accounts   to  be   foiind  in  this  office. 
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The   clerk  of  orphans'    court   issues   marriage   licenses 
and"-^    as   an  outgrowth  of   this  duty,    applications,    the   li- 
cense  and   its   duplicate,    and  the   certificate  of  marriage   are 
recorded  by   the   clerk .^^      The   registration  of  births   and 
deaths  begvm  by   the   cleik  of  orphans'    court   in  I895  was  dis- 
continued in  1905.63 

The  orphans'    court  has   jurisdiction  over  adoption,^* 
and  the    records   of  such  proceedings   are  kept  in  Adams   Cotinty 
amoiTg   the  general   orphans'    court  papers. 

All   records   of  the   clerk  are    fo\ind   in   the   office  vault 
unless  otherwise   indicated. 


Papers  and  Dockets 

2i|.8.      O(rphans')   C(ourt),    I8OO— .      5U  f.b.    (U  f.b.   un- 
labeled;   7  f.b.    dated;    10  f.b.    lettered;   7   f.b. 
by  name   of  estate;    6  f.b.   by  contained  estate 
file  nos.).      Title  varies:   Miscellaneous   Pro- 
ceedings,   1800-1936,    11   f.b.;   untitled,    1899- 
1900,    1910-56,    7  f.b. 
Papers   filed  in  orphans'    court  proceedings,    showing   court 
t6rm,    case   and   estate   nos.,    names   of  decedent  and  parties 


56.  1701,  II  St.  at  L.  148  sec.  9j  1705-6,  II  St.  at  L.  199  sec, 
1;  1815  P.L.  173  sec.  1  rep.  1917  P.L.  429  sec.  28;  1832  P.L.  190  sec. 
9  rep.  1917  P.L.  447  sec.  63  but  reen.   in  sec.  46(d). 

57.  1821  P.L.   153  sec.   3  sup.  1832  P.L.   190  sees.   10,    13  rep. 
1917  P.L.  447  seo.  63  but  reen.   in  sec.  59(h,   j-l). 

58.  1917  P.L.   447  sec.   46(g,   h). 

59.  1850  P.L.  572  sec.  18  rep.  1917  P.L.  363  sec.  24  but  reen.  in 
sec,  8(b-2)  am.  1939  P.L.  198. 

60.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  153. 

61.  '1885  P.L.  146  sec.  1  am.  1893  P.L.  27  further  am.  1895  P.L. 
202;  1909  P.L.  446  sec.  1. 

62.  1885  P.L.  146  sec.  1  am.  1893  P.L.  27  sec.  1  further  am.  1895 
P.L.  202  sec.  1;  1913  P.L.  1013  sec.  1;  1935  P.L.  152  sec.  1. 

63.  1893  P.L.  340  No.  281  sees.  1-3  rep.  1915  P.L.  900  sec.  24; 
1905  P.L,  330. 

64.  1925  P.L.  127  sec.  1  am.  1929  P.L.  822  sec.  1;  1925  P.L.  127 
sees.  3,  4. 
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involved;  djate  and  character  of  Instrument,  date  filed,  and 
official  seals  and  signatures.  Also  contains:  Partition 
Proceedings,  18OO-I8II,  195?—,  entry  252;  Inquisitions, 
1915—,  entry  Z'^ki   Maintenance,  I8OO-I875,  entry  257;  Peti- 
tions for  Rules  and  Rules,  1800-1829,  1910— >aTtry  258:  Rtilea  ou. 
Heirs  to  Accept  or  Show  Cause,  191<i — ,  entry  25^;  Petition 
for  Citation,  I9II — ,  entry  260;  Citations  and  Rules,  I8OO- 
1921,  entry  26l;  Order  of  Sales,  I958 — ,  entry  262;  Return 
of  Sales,  1958 — ,  entry  263;  Bonds  of  Guardians,  1937 — «  ©n- 
tlry  268;  and  Widows  and  Guardians  Inventory,  l800-lb50, 
1936 — ^  entry  27O.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term,  I8OO-I956'; 
arr.  num.  by  estate  file  no.,  I957— .  No  Index.  Hdw.  and 
typed,   10  X  5  X  li^.. 

214.9.   ORPHANS  COURT  DOCKET,  I8OO— .  hi   vols,  (dated, 
and  labeled  by  letters  of  alphabet). 
Record  of  proceedings  in  orphans'  court,  showing  court  tM*m, 
case  and  estate  nos.,  names  of  decedent  and  Interested  par- 
ties, character  of  instrument,  cause  for  action,  date  filed, 
and  disposition.  Also  contains:   Partition  Docket,  I8OO- 
1889,  entry  25$;  Inquisitions.  l800-l8ij.8,  I869— ,  entry  255; 
and  Auditors  Reports,  I8OO-I80I,  entry  275.  Arr.  chron,  by 
court  term.  Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  de- 
cedent; for  separate  index,  see  entry  25O.  Hdw.  and  typed* 
Aver.  600  pp.  I8  x  12  x  5, 

250.  GENERAL  INDEX  TO  ORPHANS'  COURT,  I8OO— ,   I5  vols. 
(labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Index  to  Orphans  Court  Docket,  entry  2l;9i  Partition  Docket., 
1889 — .  entry  253:  Guardian  Bond  Book,  I875— ,  entry  269; 
Account  Docket,  I85O — ,  entry  273;  and  Auditors  Reports, 
1882 — ,  entry  275,  showing  court  term  and  case  no,,  name  of 
decedent,  character  of  instrument,  and  vol,  and  p.  reference, 
Arr,  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent,  Hdw,  on 
ptd.  fm.  1800-1936;  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  I937— .  Aver,  25O  pp. 
lUi  X  17  X  2. 

251.  GENERAL  INDEX  ORPHANS'  COURT,  l800-1902.   3  vols. 
Obsolete  index  to  Orphans  Court  Docket,  entry  2l\$,    showing 
information  as  in  entry  250,  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of 
surname  of  decedent.   No  index.  Hdw.  Aver.  5OO  pp.  I6  x  11 
X  2.   Bsmt.  vlt.  A. 

252.  PARTITION  PROCEEDINGS,  l8l2-l;5,  18614.-1903,  1921-34 
k   f.b.  (3  f.b.  dated;  1  f.b.  unlabeled).  Title 
varies:  Calculations,  Decrees,  Recognizance,  l8l2- 

45,  1864-1903,  1921-23,  2  f.b.  1800-1811,  1937— 

in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  248. 

Papers  filed  in  partition  proceedings,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no,,  names  of  parties,  date  and  character  of  in- 
strument, location  and  description  of  property,  cause  for 
action,  court  orders,  costs,  fees,  schedule  of  distribution, 
official  seals  and  signatures,  and  date  filed,  Arr.  chron, 
by  court  term.   No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  ^c  ll\.» 

255.   PARTITION  DOCKET,  I889— .   2  vols.  (A,  E).   I8OO- 
1888  in  Orphans  Court  Docket,  entry  249. 
Recorded  copies  of  papers  filed  in  partition  proceedings. 
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showing  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  estate  and  Inter- 
ested parties,  date  and  character  of  instrument,  location 
and  description  of  property,  court  decrees,  and  schedule  of 
distributions.  Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   Indexed  alph,  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  estate:  for  separate  index,  see 
entry  25O.   Hdw.   Aver.  200  pp.  18  x  11  x  5. 

25I1..   INQUISITIONS,  l800-19ll^..   8  f.b.  (dated).   I9I5— 
in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2l^.8. 
Papers  filed  in  inquisitions  of  decedents'  estates,  showing 
date,  court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties  and  attorneys, 
dates  of  death  and  hearing,  location  and  description  of  prop- 
erty, names  of  parties  chosen  for  inquisition,  disposition, 
official  seals  and  signatures,  and  date  filed.  Arr.  chron. 
by  court  term.   No  index.   Hdw.   10  x  5  ^  Ik., 

255.  INQUISITIONS,  1814-9-68.   1  vol.   I8OO-I8I4.8,  I869  — 
in  Orphans  Court  Docket,  entry  214-9 • 

Record  of  inquisition  proceedings  in  division  of  decedents' 
real  estate,  showing  court  teiro,  case  and  estate  nos.,  names 
of  decedent  and  parties  Involved,  location  and  description 
of  property,  names  of  parties  chosen  for  inquisition,  date  of 
hearing,  disposition,  and  record  nos.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
recorded.  No  index.  Aver.  200  pp.  8  x  10  x  1.  Psmt.  vlt. 
A. 

256.  DISCHARGE,  I85O— .   11  f.b.  (Ij.  f.b.  dated;  7  f.b. 
labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet). 

Petitions  filed  for  release  of  fiduciaries  of  decedents'  es- 
tates, showing  date;  names  of  decedent,  fiduciary,  and  peti- 
tioner; dates  first  and  final  accoiints  filed;  itemized  state- 
ment of  assets,  liabilities,  receipts,  and  disbursements; 
balance;  schedule  of  distribution;  dates  approved  and  re- 
leased; and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  filed,  I85O-I9OO;  arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  decedent,  I9OI  — .  Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  x  1^., 

257.  MAINTENANCE,  I676— .   5  f.b.  (1  f.b.  dated;  2  f.b. 
labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alphabet).   I8OO- 
1875  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2I4.8. 

Papers  filed  by  guardians  of  minors'  estates  for  maintenance 
of  minor,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  names  of  estate, 
ward,  and  guardian;  amounts  allowed  and  increase  requested; 
court  decrees;  official  seal  and  signatures;  and  date  filed. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed,  I876-I907;  arr.  alph.  by  surname 
of  decedent,  I908 — .  No  incex.  Hdw.  and  hdw.  and  typed  on 
ptd,  fm.   10  X  5  X  11;. 

258.  PETITIONS  FOR  RULES  AND  RULES,  I83O-I909.   3  f.b. 
(dated).   I8OO-I829.   I9IO—  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt), 
entry  2i|.8. 

Petitions  and  court  rules  in  decedents'  estates,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.;  names  of  decedent,  heirs,  and  peti- 
tioner; date  of  decedent's  death;  granting  of  letters;  and  of 
rules  ordered;  first  and  final  accounts  filed;  character  of 
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petition  and  rules;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr. 
chron.  by  court  term.   No  Index,   Hdw,  and  typed,   10  x  5 
X  Ik. 

259,  RUIES  ON  HEIRS  TO  ACCEPT  OR  SHOW  CAUSE,  I8IO-I9II. 
2  f.b,  1912—  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  214.8. 

Court  rules  to  heirs  of  decedents'  estates,  showing  court 
term  and  case  no,,  names  of  decedent  and  heirs,  date  and 
character  of  instrument,  court  orders,  official  seals  and 
signatures,  and  date  filed,  Arr,  chron,  by  covirt  tenn.   No 
index,   Hdw.   10  x  5  x  ll|.. 

260,  PETITION  FOR  CITATION,  I825-I9IO,   3  f  ,b.  (dated). 
1911—  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2i|8, 

Petitions  filed  by  guardians  of  minors  for  approval  of  in- 
vestments of  legacies,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.;  names 
of  decedent,  fiduciary,  and  petitioner;  amount  and  type  of 
investment;  official  seals  and  signatures;  and  date  filed. 
Arr,  chron,  by  court  term.   No  index.  Hdw.   10  x  5  x  ll^.. 

261,  CITATIONS  AND  RULES,  1922—,   2  f,b,   I8OO-I92I 
in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  248. 

Petitions  for  citation  regarding  appraisement  of  decedents' 
estates,  showing  date  of  petition,  court  term  and  case  no., 
names  of  decedent  and  parties  involved,  date  of  decedent's 
death,  date  and  amovmt  of  appraisement,  court  orders  and 
rules,  disposition,  official  seals  and  signatures,  and  date 
filed,'  Arr,  chron,  by  court  term.   No  index.  Typed.   10 

X  5  X  114-. 

262,  ORDER  OF  SALES,  I8OO-I957.   I6  f.b,   (8  f,b. 
dated;  8  f.b.  labeled  by  letters  of  alphabet). 
1958—  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2lj.8. 

Petitions  filed  by  administrators  for  sale  of  decedents' 
property,  showing  date  of  petition;  court  term  and  case  no.; 
names  of  decedent  and  administrator;  date  of  decedent's 
death;  location,  description,  and  appraised  valuation  of 
property;  assets;  liabilities;  dates  accepted,  granted,  and 
returned;  court  orders;  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr. 
chron.  by  court  term.   No  index,   Hdw,  and  typed,   10  x  5 
X  114-. 

265,   RETUR^J  OF  SALES,  I8OO-I957,   I6  f,b.  (10  f,b. 
dated;  6  f,b,  labeled  by  letters  of  alphabet), 
1958 —  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2I4.8, 
Papers  filed  by  administrators  in  retxirn  of  sales  of  dece- 
dent's property,  showing  date,  court  teiro  and  case  no,, 
names  of  decedent  and  administrator,  location  and  description 
of  property,  court  order,  date  and  amount  of  sale,  official 
seals  and  signatures,  and  date  filed,  Arr.  chron.  by  coxirt 
term.   No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed,   10  x  5  x  ll^, 

26I4.,   APPOINTMENT  OF  GUARDIAN  OR  TRUSTEE,  I806— ,   9 

f.b,  (6  f,b,  dated;  5  f,b.  labeled  by  letters  of 
alphabet) , 
Petitions  filed  for  appointment  of  guardian  or  trustee  of 
estates,  showing  court  term  and  case  no,;  date  filed;  names 
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of  '^.state,  heirs,  and  petitioners;  and  official  seals  and 
slgn«.;.ares.  Arr.  chron.  by  date.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed 
on  ptd,  fm,   10  X  5  X  li^., 

265.  SUPREME  COURT  PAPERS,  I86I— .   2  f.b.  (dated). 
Papers  filed  In  cases  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no,;  names  of  estate,  attorneys,  heirs, 
and  fiduciaries;  disposition  of  orphans'  court;  dates  ap- 
pealed and  returned;  Supreme  Court  disposition;  and  official 
seals  and  signatures,   Arr.  chron.  by  court  term.   No  Index. 
Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  x  li|.. 

Bonds 

266.  BONDS  OP  REAL  ESTATE  AND  TRUSTEE,  I852— .   7  f.b, 
(dated). 

Bonds  posted  by  fiduciaries  of  decedents'  estates,  assuring 
distribution  of  funds  from  sale  of  real  estate,  showing 
names  of  estate,  fiduciaries,  and  surety;  date;  amount  and 
conditions  of  obligation  of  bond;  dates  filed  and  approved; 
and  official  seals  and  signatures,  Arr.  chron,  by  date 
filed.  No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  llj., 

267.  REAL  ESTATE  AND  BOND  BOOK,  I875— .   5  vols,  (dat- 
ed).  Title  varies:  Real  Estate  and  Trustee  Bond 
Book,  1875-1915,  5  vols. 

Recorded  copies  of  bonds  posted  by  fiduciaries  of  decedents* 
estates,  showing  infonnation  as  in  entry  266.   Arr.  chron. 
by  date  recorded.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  estate.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  5OO  PP«  I6  x  ll'l  x  2. 

268.  BONDS  OF  GUARDIANS,  I852-I936.   8  f.b.  (dated). 
1957—  in  O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2l|8. 

Bonds  posted  by  appointed  guardians  of  estates,  showing  es- 
tate no.;  names  of  estate,  guardian,  and  surety;  date;  a- 
mount;  conditions  of  obligation;  dates  filed  and  approved; 
and  official  seals  and  signatures,   Arr.  nxim.  by  estate  no. 
No  Index,   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  1I4.. 

269.  GUARDIAN  BOND  BOOK,  1875—-.   5  vols.  (1  vol. 
dated;  P-E). 

Recorded  copies  of  bonds  posted  by  appointed  guardians  of 
estates,  showing  infonnation  as  in  entry  268.  Arr.  chron, 
by  date  recorded.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname 
of  estate:  for  separate  Index,  see  entry  25O.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
ftr.   Aver.  3OO  pp.  16  x  11  x  5, 

Inventories 

270.  WIDOWS  AND  GUARDIANS  INVENTORY,  I85I-I956.   11 
f.b.  (6  f.b.  dated;  5  f.b.  labeled  by  contained 
letters  of  alphabet).   I8OO-I85O,  I957—  in 
O(rphans')  C(ourt),  entry  2I4-8, 

Inventories  of  estates,  showing  court  term  and  case  no,; 
narnes  of  decedent,  appraisers,  and  fiduciaries;  location  ar  "i 
description  of  property;  itemized  statement  of  assets  and 
liabilities;  total  valuation;  date  filed;  and  official  seals 
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and  signatures.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  filed,  I85I-I907;  arr. 
alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent,  1908-3b«  No 
Index.  Hdw.  and  typed,   10  x  5  x  ik* 

Accounts 

271.  ACCOUNTS,  1800--.   80  f.b.  (labeled  by  contained 
estate  nos.). 

First  and  final  accounts  filed  by  administrators  of  dece- 
dents' estates,  showing  estate  no.;  date  filed;  name  of  de- 
cedent and  administrator;  itemized  list  of  assets,  liabili- 
ties, receipts,  and  expenditures;  balance;  dates  examined 
and  approved;  and  official  seals  and  signatures,  Arr,  num. 
by  estate  no.  No  index,  Hdw,  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm,   10  x  5 
X  lk»      Reg.  and  rec.  off,  vlt, 

272.  GUARDIAN  AND  TRUSTEE  ACCOUNTS,  DISCHARGE,  APPOINT- 
MENT OF  SUCCESSOR,  I805  — ,   12  f,b,  (10  f.b.  la- 
beled by  letters  of  alphabet;  2  f.b,  unlabeled). 
Title  varies:  Guardian  Accovmts,  I805-I952,  7 
f,b,;  Trustee  Accounts,  I86O-I932,  2  f,b. 

Accounts  filed  by  fiduciaries  of  estates,  showing  court  term 
and  case  no,;  names  of  decedent  and  fiduciary;  itemized 
statement  of  assets,  receipts,  and  expenditures;  balance; 
schedule  of  distribution;  dates  of  audit  and  approval  of 
court;  and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Also  shows  peti- 
tions for  discharge  and  appointment  of  a  substitute  flduci- 
aiTy.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw,  and  typed 
on  ptd.  fm.   10  X  5  X  II4..   9  f.b,,  I805-I932,  reg,  and  rec. 
off,  vlt,;  3  f.b,  1933—,  off,  vlt. 

273.  ACCOUNT  DOCKET,  I85O— ,   20  vols.  (A-T). 
Recorded  copies  of  accounts  filed  by  fiduciaries  of  estates, 
showing  court  tenn;  case  and  estate  nos.;  names  of  estate 
and  fiduciary;  itemized  list  of  assets,  receipts,  and  dis- 
bursements; balance;  schedule  of  distribution;  and  dates 
filed,  examined,  and  approved.  Arr.  chron,  by  date  record- 
ed. Indexed  alph,  by  name  of  estate;  for  index,  see  entry 
2U5.   Hdw.   Aver.   5OO  pp,  I5  x  I9  3/i|.  x  3, 

For  original  accounts  of  fiduciaries,  see  entry  271» 

Distribution  of  Estates 

271^.,   REPORT  OF  AUDITORS,  I8OO  — .   21  f.b.  (dated). 
Reports  filed  by  auditors  of  estates,  showing  court  term; 
case  and  estate  nos.,  names  of  estate,  auditors,  and  heirs; 
itemized  statement  of  debits  and  credits;  balance,  sched\ile 
of  distribution;  dates  filed  and  approved;  and  official 
seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index. 
Edw.  and  typed,   10  x  5  x  lk» 

275.   AUDITORS  REPORTS,  l882— .   7  vols,  (dated,  and 

labeled  A-G).   I8OO-I88I  in  Orphans  Court  Docket, 
entry  2k9» 
Recorded  copies  of  auditors'  reports  in  settlement  of  dece- 
dents' estates,  showing  court  term;  case  and  estate  nos.; 
names  of  decedent,  auditors,  and  heirs;  itemized  statement 
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ol    '^ta,  liabilities,  recelf)ts,  and  expenditures;  balance; 
and   ilea  filed  and  approved.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  recorded. 
Indexed  elrh.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  decedent;  for 
separate  ^  'tx,  see  entry  250,  Hdw,  Aver.  600  pp..  l8  x  12^ 
X  5. 

Vital  Statistics 
(See  also  entries  2k2-2k.6) 

276.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  MARRIAGE  LICENSE,  I885--.   8  f .b. 
(dated). 

Applications  filed  for  Issuance  of  marriage  license,  showing 
date;  application  no.;  and  name,  address,  date  and  place  of 
birth,  color,  occupation,  age,  relationship,  marital  status, 
maiden  name  of  mother,  and  signatures  of  parties.  Arr.  num. 
"by  application  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  llj. 

277.  MARHIAGE  LICENSE  DOCKET,  I885  — .   I8  vols. 
(I-I8). 

Record  of  applications  filed,  marriage  licenses  Issued,  and 
marriages  performed,  showing  license  no.;  date  of  applica- 
tion; names,  addresses,  dates  and  places  of  birth,  color, 
occupation,  relationship,  and  marital  status  of  parties; 
consent  of  parents;  date  of  marriage;  and  name  of  officiat- 
ing official.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  application.   Indexed 
alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of  parties.  Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.  Aver.  78O  pp.   I8  x  12  x  5. 

278*   DUPLICATE  MARRIAGE  CERTIFICATE,  I885— .   7  f.b. 
(dated). 
Duplicate  marriage  certificates  returned  by  officiating  par- 
ties, showing  names  of  parties  and  officiating  official, 
certificate  no.,  date  and  place  of  marriage,  date  filed,  and 
signature  of  person  performing  ceremony.  Arr.  num.  bv  cer- 
tificate no.  Ho  Inaex.  Hdw.  on  pta.  fta.  10  x  5  x  ll|.. 

279.  CONSENT  TO  MARRIAGE,  I885— .   6  f.b.  (dated). 
Certificates  of  consent  filed  by  parents  or  gviardlans  on  min- 
or's application  for  marriage  license,  showing  date  filed; 
name  of  minor,  parents,  or  gviardian;  application  no.;  and 
official  seals  and  signatures,  Arr.  chron.  by  application 
no.  No  Index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  5  x  llj.. 

280.  BIRTHS,  1895-1905.   12  bdl.,  i^.  f .b.  (dated).   Ti- 
tle varies:  Birth  Registration,  I893-98,  12  bdl. 
Discontinued  as  county  record;  subsequent  records 
kept  by  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 

Reports  of  births  filed  by  tax  assessors,  showing  name  of 
civil  division;  name,  sex,  color,  and  date  and  place  f 
birth  of  child;  name  and  address  of  parents;  occupation  of 
father;  affidavit  of  assessor;  and  date  filed.  Arr.  ohron. 
by  date  filed.  No  index,   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Bdl.  l^.^  x  6 
X   2i;  f.b.  10  X  ij.  5A  3c  li^-e   12  bdl.,  I895-98,  bsmt.  vit. 
A;  k   f.b.,  1898-1905,  off.  vlt. 
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2Bl.   REGISTRATION  OF  PIRTH,  I893-I9O5,  2  vols.  (1,  2). 
Discontinued  as  county  record;  subsequent  records 
kept  by  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 
Register  of  births,  showing  information  as  in  entry  280. 
Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  child.   No  index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  6OO  pp.  12  x  I6  x  5. 

282.   DEATHS,  1895-1905,  5  f.b.  (dated).   Discontinued 
as  county  record;  subsequent  records  kept  by 
State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 
Reports  of  deaths  filed  by  assessors,  showing  name  of  civil 
division;  name,  age,  sex,  color,  occupation,  and  marital 
status  of  deceased;  dates  and  places  of  birth,  death,  and 
interment;  cause  of  death;  duration  of  last  illness;  names 
and  addresses  of  parents;  affidavit  of  assessor)  and  date 
filed.   Arr,  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.   10  X  5  X  li|. 

285.   REGISTRATION  OF  DEATHS,  I895-I9O5.   2  vols.  (1, 
2).   Discontinued  as  covinty  record;  subsequent 
records  kept  by  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics. 
Register  of  deaths  in  coxmty,  shov;ing  information  as  in  en- 
try 282,  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  deceased. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm..   Aver.  6OO  pp.  ll).-|  x  16^  x  2. 

Miscellaneous 

284.  (ADMINISTRATOR'S  ACCOUNT  BOOK),  I856-9O.   1  vol. 
Accovint  book  of  administrators  of  Individual  estates,  show- 
ing nam.es  of  estate  and  administrator,  date  appointed,  loca- 
tion of  property,  itemized  statement  of  receipts  and  expend- 
itures, balance,  date  of  discharge,  certification  of  audi- 
tors, and  signature  of  register.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  en- 
try.  No  index.   Hdw.   100  pp.  12  x  I4.  x  2^.   Psmt.  vlt.  A. 

285.  (ADMINISTRATORS  RECEIPTS),  I857-99.   1  ctn. 
Receipts  issued  by  administrators  of  estates,  showing  date; 
names  of  estate,  administrator,  and  payee;  purpose;  amount; 
and  signature  of  administrator.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index. 
Hdw.  and  hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   12  x  12  x  20.   Esrat.  vlt.  A. 
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Evolution  and  Structural   Organization 

The   sheriff   or   "sliire  keeper"    is   an  ancient   office, 
originating   in  England   or   perhaps   ever.    In  Rome   and  brought 
to   Pennsylvania   by  both  English  and  Dutch   settlers. 1      All   of 
Pennsylvania's   basic    laws   have   provided  for  the   office   of 
sheriff   in  each  county.      From  1602  until   1838  the   freemen   of 
the  county  elected   two  candidates   from  whom  the   Governor 
chose   this    officer. 2     The   Constitution   of   1838  made  the    sher- 
iff a   piirely  elective   officer. 3     The   first   sheriff   of  Adam.s 
County  v/as   elected   in  1800.* 

For  at   least   a   year  before   his    election  the   sheriff 
m.ust   have  been  a   resident   of  the  county  and  a   citizen.^     He 
m.sy  not   keep  a    tavern     nor  m^ay  he   live   at   a    licensed  tavern 
during  his   residence   at   the  county  seat.^      He   had  a   3-year 
term  \intil  1909,    when  a  constitutional  amendment    increased 
the   tenure  to  4  years .^       No  sheriff  may  succeed  himself   in 
office.^      Vacancies   are  filled  by  appointm^ent   by   the  Gover- 
nor,  the   appointee   to  hold   office   until  a   new  sheriff   is 
chosen  in  the   first   general  election  |^lch  takes   place   2   or 
more  months   after   the   vacancy  occurs.  Before   assiiming   of- 

fice,   he  must   post   a   bond   of  ^15,000,    submit   to   a   recoc;ni- 


1.     For  a  developraent  of  this  office  in  Ehgland  and  Pennsylvania, 
see  Richard  C.   Sewell,   Law  of  Sheriffs,  pp.   29,    30,    34;  William  L.  Mur- 
free,   A  Treatise  on  the  havr  of  oherliTs  and  Other  :Jinisterial   Officers, 
pp.   5,"^9^a;;   ValTTam  il.  Watson,   A  Practical   Treatise  o~the71.aw  ReTat- 
ing  to  the  Office  and  Duty  of  Sheriff,  pp.  194-217.     For  FTuITer  develop- 
ment  of  the  office  in  ^'glamT,    see  Sir  Frederick  Pollock  and  Frederick 
IT.   Maitland,   A  History  of  the   liinglish  Lavr  before   the  I'ime  of  Edward  I, 
pp.   1,    65,    13?,    519;    Si"3ney  and   Beatrice  Webb,    JingTish  'LoKi&T  'Govcmnient 
fro.-n  the  Revolution  to  the  Municipal   Corporations  ActT     'i'he  Parish  and 
the  County,   pp.   279,    285,    287,    301.      iiastman,    op.   cit.,   I,    10,   19,   ioj 
22;   Tanger  and  Alderfer,    op.   sit.,   p.   43;    George  E.  Howard,   An  Intro- 
duction to   the  Constitutional  History  of  the  United  States,  T7  384; 
Charter  to  WiTliaTi  Penn,   pp.   429,    450. 

2.  The  Frame  of  the  Government  (1682)  in  Charter  to  '.Jilliam  Penn, 
p.  97  sees.  17,  18;  Const.  1776,  ch.  II  sec.  31;  ConstT"l790,  art.  YI, 
sec.   1. 

3.  Const.   1838,    art.   VI,    sec.   1. 

4.  1800,  3  Sm.L.  404  sec.  9. 
5»  Const,  art.  3IV,  sec.  2. 

6.  1730,  1  an.L.  181  sec.  19. 

7.  1842  ?.L.  192  sec.  44. 

8.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  2  as  am.  1909. 

9.  Const.  1790,  art.  VI,  sec.  1;  ^onst.  1838,  art.  VI,  sec.  1; 
Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  131. 

10.   1929  P.L.  1273  sec.  50  a:n.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  9. 
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zance,  and  take  an  oath.^^  The  corponsati".  of  a  sheriff  of 
s  sevent?i-class  county  as  Adams  is  set  by  law  at  .^3,000  an- 
nually 9nd  expenses ,^2   jjj^g  fees,  likewise  fixed  by  law,  are 
paid  into  the  co\;inty  treasur:^.  ^"^ 

Functions  and  Records 

As  an  officer  of  the  covirt,  the  sheriff  attends  its  ses- 
sions,   "collects  court  costs,  and  abates  nuisances  pursu- 
ant to  court  order."  ^   He  adjourns  Cp'-U't  in  the  absence  of 
the  judges,  prothonotary,  and  clerk. ^°   Since  the  sheriff  is 
required  to  serve  all  processes  issued  by  the  Supreme  and 
Superior  Courts}*^  the  courts  of  comjnon  pleas  and  quarter 
sessions  and  oyer  and  terminer ^8  the  juvenile  court,^^  the 
orphan's  court .  2°  and  courts  martial,    it  follows  that  he 
makes  arrests,"   In  civlA  cases  he  may  set  the  amount  of 
bail  and  toke  ball  bonds.    Upon  request  the  sheriff  must 
give  without  fee  a  written  statement  citing  the  charge  on 
which  any  prisoner  is  held  and  the  amount  of  ball  dem.anded?* 
If  a  person  to  be  arrested  has  fled  into  another  county  the 
sheriff  of  the  second  county  may  be  deputized  to  miake  the 
arrest  apd  conduct  the  prisoner  to  the  county  where  he  is 
wanted. 2° 

The  sheriff  has  been  charged  with  keeping  the  peace  and 
preventing  riot  and  Insurrection?^    Ee  must  arrest  a^ll  de- 
serting husbands, 27  all  persons  selling  liquor  within  3 
miles  of  a  soldiers'  camp ,28  and  all  persons  catching  fish 
by  llle<;al  means ^^   The  sheriff  may  seize  property  used  un- 


11.  Const.,  art.  VII,  seo.  1;  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  62  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sees.  183,  212,  213;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  53; 
1939  P.L.  .•^B9. 

12.  1933  P.L.  14  sec.  1. 

13.  1911  P.L.  1072  sec.  1;  1933  P.L.  14  sec.  2. 

14.  1907  P.L.  496  sec.  8;  Alderfer,  op.  oit.,  p.  26. 

15.  1836  P.L.  784  sec.  25  am.  1917  P.L.  ^Ts. 

16.  1334  P.L.  333  sec.  64. 

17.  1860    \L.    427   sec.   1,    1895  P.L.   212   sec.    5. 

18.  1860  P.L.    427   sees.   1,    2. 

19.  1907  P.L.    438   sec.   1. 

20.  1917  P.L.    363   sec.   17(b). 

21.  1921   P.L.   17   sec.   59  am.   1923  P.L.   227   sec.   1% 

22.  1636  P.L.    568   sec.   3;    1860  P.L.    427   sec.   32;  1915  P.L.  76   seel. 

23.  1336  P.L.   568   sec.   9;    1836  P.L.    568   sec.   16   ara.   1927   P.L.   728 
No.   576. 

24.  1915  P.L.   76. 

25.  1836  P.L.  784  sec.  25  am.  1917  P.L.  813;  1860  P.L.  427  sec.  2 
1921  P.L.  899  -'o.  314. 

26.  1763-64,  VI  St.  at  L.  325  sees.  1,  2;  1771,  VIII  St.  at  L.  5 
sees.  1,  2;  1771,  VIII  ^t.  at  L.  120;  1774,  VIII  St.  at  L.  366  sees.  1, 
2;  Alderfer,  op.  cit.,  p.  27. 

27.  1867  P.L.  78  sec.  1. 

28.  1875  P.L.  48  sec.  3. 

29.  1917  P.L.  322  see.  7. 
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lawfully    such  as   horses   racing   illegally  and  nets   and   snares 
forbidden  by   law  for  use    In   fishing .^0      V/henever   the  Gover- 
nor  requests   assistance   from  any    sheriff,    it  must  be   giv- 
en i?l 

In  addition   to    the   writs   of   the  various   courts,    the 
sheriff  serves   processes   emanating   from  the   fiscal   officers 
of   the   State ,32     the    Public   Utility  Commission,3S    and   the 
coxinty   auditors, 3*       He    is   also   required   to   serve   citations 
for   the   removal   of  a   poor  person  from   the   county   to  his   le- 
gal  place   of   reaidenceJSS       Certain  conditions   are   laid  down 
for  the   sheriff   to   observe  when   executing   the  various    pro- 
cesses.     A  writ  of   replevin   is   served   on   the   person  actually 
in  possession   of   the   goods,    whether  or  not  he    is    the   owner.36 
Writs   on   railroad   companies   are    served  on  the   highest   rank- 
ing  official   of   the   line    in   the   county. 37      The   sheriff  may 
go   outside    the   county   to   serve   a  writ  of  scire   facias  upon 
a   mortgagor.  38 

A3   a  natural   part   of  these  duties,    the   sheriff   takes 
persons   to   J9.il  and  prison'^    and  conducts   prisoners   to  the 
reformatory.  Upon   request,    he  must   report   to    the  Depart- 

ment of  Welfare,    giving   lists   of  all   persons   arrested   and 
taken   to  prison  by  him.      Moreover,    he   is    required   to  furnish 
the  Department  with  facilities    for   investigating  these   re- 
ports .^■'-       He   may   take   violent  patients    to   the  hospital   and 
return   those   overstaying  leaves   of  absence   or  escaping  from 
the   asylum ,*2 

The    sheriff   is   in   charge   of   all   property   taken   in  exe- 
cution proceedings. *3      Within  5   days   after  attachment,   he 
must  file    in   the   office   of   the   prothonotary  descriptions   of 
all  attached   property. **     Before   selling  a   property  he   must 


30.  1817  P.L.   122,   6   Sm.L.   432   sec.    3;   1820  P.L.   20,   7  Sn.L.   244 
sec.    3;    1917  P.L.    322   sec.  7;    1925  P.L.   448   sec.   270. 

31.  Pa.  Att.  Gen.,    Official  Opinions,   1935-36,  pp.  172-176. 

32.  1811  P.L.  145,    5  Sn.L.   228   sec.   32  rep.  1929  P.L.   343  sec. 
1805  but  reen.  in  sees.  1602(d),   1721. 

33.  1913  P.L.   1374,   art.  VI,    sec.   27  rep.  1937  P.L.   1053  sec.  1502 
but  reen.   in  sec.  1009. 

34.  1834  P.L.   537   sec.   50  rep.  1929  P.L.   1278   sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  sec.   373. 

35.  1925  P.L.   762   sec.   801  am.   1933  P.L.   966  No.   201   sec.   1   rep. 
1937  P.L.   2017  sec.  702  but  reen.   in  sec.   502. 

36.  1901  P.L.   88   sec.   2  am.   1923  P.L.   136  No.   103. 

37.  1842  P.L.   144  sec.   8. 

38.  1877  P.L.   76    sec.  2. 

39.  1730,   1  Sm.L.   181   sec.   14;   1829  P.L.    341   sec.   8  art.  V. 

40.  1887  P.L.    63  sec.   9. 

41.  1929  P.L.   177   sec.  2  311. 

42.  1923  P.L.   998   sees.    306,    407,    408. 

43.  1705-6,    II   St.   at  L.   244;    1824  P.L.   119   sec.  1. 

44.  1836  P.L.    568    sec.   65. 
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advertise  the  sale  weekly  for  3  successive  weeks. *^   Upon 
reasonable  notice  given  to  him,  the  sheriff  must  prepare  and 
deliver  to  any  interested  person  a  list  of  any  goods,  chattpil^ 
and  effects  taken  by  him  on  a  fieri  facias  or  attachment. 
Whenever  there  is  conflict  regarding  the  ownership  of  the  en- 
tire property  to  be  sold,  the  sheriff  serves  a  rule  concern- 
ing its  ownership. 47  If  a  third  party  claims  part  of  the 
goods  levied  on  as  his,  a  hearing  is  held  to  determine  wheth- 
er the  claim  shall  be  allowed.   If  it  is  permitted,  the  sher- 
iff appoints  an  appraiser  to  determine  the  value  of  the  goods 
held  by  the  plaintiff.   Unless  the  claimant  pays  for  the  ap- 
praisal, the  sdieriff  may  assume  that  he  has  ±>andcned  his  rights  to 
the  goods,  which  theref  ere  maybe  soMi^On  crder  of  the  court, 
the  sheriff  may  sell  immediately  any  perishable  goods  levied 
on.*®   He  is  also  authorized  to  stunmon  an  inquest  of  six  men 
who  determine  whether  the  rents  from  the  property  will  be 
sufficient  to  defray  the  liens  againAt  it  within  7  years. 
If  so,  the  sheriff  need  not  sell  it.^   The  sheriff  is  em- 
powered to  appoint  a  watchman  for  any  property  in  his  cus- 
tody ^1   and  he  may  enter  a  property  by  force  in  order  to 
sell  it  .52   He  may  not  dispose  of  the  property  of  any  cor- 
porate body  without  first  filing  a  statement  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  there  are  oth- 
er public  liens  against  it.^S   After  every  sheri:^'s  sale, 
a  deed  is  given  to  the  purchaser  by  the  sheriff.  **  These 
are  noted  in  the  prothonotary's  office ^^   When  the  sale  {las 
been  accomplished,  the  sheriff  makes  a  report  to  the  court, 
which  thereupon  appoints  an  auditor  to  distribute  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  among  the  various  creditorsf*   The  sher- 
iff files  *ith  the  prothonotary  a  schedule  of  the  proposed 
distribution  of  the  profits  of  every  sale  he  holds.   If  no 
objections  are  filed  within  the  time  limit  set  by  the  court, 
the  sheriff  pays  out  the  money  according  to  the  schedule. 
If  exceptions  to  this  return  are  made,  however,  the  court 


45.  1824  P.L.  119  sec.  I;  1919  P.L.  1089;  1929  P.L.  1595. 

46.  Rules  of  Court,  Rule  121. 

47.  1879  P.L.  127  sec.  1  am.  1885  P.L.  152  seo.  1. 

48.  1850  P.L.  597  sup.  1897  P.L.  95  rep.  1951  P.L.  885  seo.  22 
but  reen.  in.  sees.  1,  6,  7. 

49.  1836  P.L.  606  seo.  8. 

60,  1706-6,  1  Sm.L.  57  seo.  2  sup.  18S6  P.L.  T65  sees.  44,  49  SM. 
1879  P.L.  123  seo.  2  further  am.  1881  P.L.  13  sees.  1,  2. 

51.  1907  P.L.  243  rep.  1927  P.L.  1019  seo.  2  but  reen.  in  sec.  If 
1933  P.L.  1141  seo.  1(d). 

52.  1925  P.L.  99, 

53,  1901  P.L.  344  No,  213  sup.  1907  P.L.  260  rep.  1^11  P.L.  1098 
seo.  3  but  reen.  in  seo.  1  sup.  1929  P.L.  343  seos.  1402,  1712,  Friar 
to  1929  this  statement  was  filed  with  the  Auditor  General, 

54,  1856  P,L.  755  sec.  94 j  1875  P.L.  199  No.  192. 

55,  1893  P.L.  127  No,  78  seo.  Ij  1906  P.L.  265  seo.  5;  Rules  of 
Court,  Rules  122,  123,  125. 

56.  1827  F.L.  471  seos.  1-3  sup,  1836  P.L.  755  sees.  86-89;  1846 
P.L.  411  seo.  2. 
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makes    the   final  decision,^'' 

At   the   close    of  a   sheriff's    term  of  office,    all  writs 
as  yet  unexecuted  are   delivered   to   his   successor  to  he  exe- 
cuted.     They   are    just  as   binding   as    If   they  had  been  given 
originally   to   the  nev/  sheriff  for  execution. ^^ 

When  Adams  County  was   erected,    the   sheriff  chose   the 
prospective    jurors   from  the   freemen  of  the   county   In  any  way 
he   wished. 59      A   law  passed   In  1805,    however,    required   that 
jurors'   names  be  drawn  by  lot  by   the   sheriff  and   the   county 
commissioners. 60      since    the   creation  of    the  office   of   jury 
commissioner  in  I867,    the   sheriff's  duties   have  become   few- 
er and  less   Important.     After   the    jury  wheel  has  been  filled, 
he  has   charge   of   its   key.     He  helps   the    jury   commissioners 
draw,  the  names   from   the   wheel        and  summons   the    jurors 
drawn.^      After  a   juror  has   served,    he  may  demand  a  certifi- 
cate  of  attendance  from   the   she  riff  ,^3 

The   sheriff's  duties   in  connection  with  election,    like 
his    jury  duties,    have  decreased   in  recent  years.     The   sher- 
iff gave  notice   of  approaching  general  elections,    except 
township  and  borough  elections,"*    as  well  as   of   special  e- 
lections  due   to  vacancies   in  the  State   legislature^    or  in 
Congress,        or  to  disqualification  of  a  Governor  or  Lieuten- 
ant Governor.  67   Notice  was   given  in  a  newspaper  published   in 
the   county.68       The   sheriff  also   received  lists   of  candidates 
for  State  and  National  offices  from   the  Secretary  of   the 
Commonwealth  and   for  local  offices  from  the   county  commls- 


57.  1901  P.L.   357  am.  1931  P.L.   542.     Kules  of  Court,   Rule  124; 
Bule  of  February  26,    1940. 

58.  1836  P.L.   V61   sees.  101,   102  and  1875  P.L.   27  sec.  1  both 
acts  rep.  1927  P.L.  114  No.  78  sec.  2  but  reen.  in  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278   sec.  1051  but  reen.   in  sec.  185. 

59.  1700,    II  St.   at  L.   132   ch.  3CVIII, 

60.  1805,    4  Sa.L.   237   sec.   1   sup.   1834  PVL.    333  sec.  79. 

61.  1867  P.L.    62   sees.  2,    3. 

62.  1834  P.L.   333  sec.   125. 

63.  Ibid.,    sec.  129. 

64.  1515"  P.L.   519  sec.  174  but  reen.   in  sec.  13  rep.  1891  P.L. 
349  sec.   37  but  reen.  in  sec.  10;   1839  P.L.   519  sees.  24,    27;   1885  P.L. 
144  No.   112   sup.   1893  P.L.   419  seo.   10  am.   1895  P.L.    392.     All  rep.  1937 
P.L.   1333  sec.   1901. 

65.  1799,    3  Sm.L.   340   seo.   15  rep.   1839  P.L.   519   sec.   174  but 
reen.   in  sees.   35-38  rep.  1937  P.L.   1333  sec.  1901. 

66.  1802,    4  Sm.L.  208   sec.  1   rep.  1839  P.L.    519  sec.   174  but  reen. 
in  sec.  41   rep.  1937  P.L.   1333  sec.  1901. 

67.  1839  P.L.   519   seo.    34  rep.   1937  P.L.   1333   seo.   1901;   1874  P.L. 
208   sec.   37   rep.  1937  P.L.    1333  seo.   1901. 

68.  1799,    3  Sn.L.   340   sec.   14  rep.   1839  P.L.   519    sec.   174  but 
reen.   in  sec.   13  and  1885  P.L.   144  No.  112  sec.   1,   both  rep.  1937  P.L. 
1333  sec.  1901. 
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sloners.^^       Since   1957»   however,    these  duties  have  "belonged 
to   the   county  commissioners   acting  as   the  board  of  elec- 
tions,^^   and  the   sheriff's   only  remaining   responsibilities 
at  election  time  are   keeping   the  polling  places   clearTl  and 
serving  on   the   election   i^tum  board  whenever  any  of   its  mem- 
bers are   ineligible, 

A  number  of  miscellaneous  duties  and   responsibilities 
belong   to   the  sheriff.     Whenever  there   is   a  vacancy   in  the 
office   of  coroner  the   sheriff  may   legally  perform  any  of   the 
coroner's  duties,^'     just  as    the  coroner  may  act  as  a  sheriff 
when  that  office    is  vacant.  In  Adams  County   it   is   the   cus- 

tom for  the   court  to  appoint  a  substitute  who   takes   the   coro- 
ner's  place  when  he   is   absent. 

Until  1957   the   sheriff   received  from  the  magistrates  all 
fees   designated  for  the  use   of  the   poor.     He    in   turn  gave 
them  to   the   proper  authority.^       The   sheriff  must  publish 
notice   of  approaching  divorce   actions   if  one   party  cannot  be 
locatedJ6       Persons   entitled   to   sequestration  of  rents,    is- 
sues,   and  profits   of  life   estates  are   put   into   possession 
and  kept   there  by  the   sheriff;  Whenever  the   prothonotarv 

is   a  party  to   a  suit,    the   sheriff  may  act  as  prothonotaryT^ 
The   sheriff   is  authorized   to   issue   licenses    to  carry  fire- 
arms'^^  and  prior  to  1937  "as  allowed   to   institute  proceedings 
against  persons  betting  on  elections.^®       In  a   conspicuous 
place    in  his   office  he   is  obliged  to  post  a  list  of  his 
fees, 81    and  he  must  give  an  itemized   receipt   to  anyone   re- 
questing  it.  8  2 

The   sheriff   is   permitted   to   appoint  one   or  more  depu- 
ties who   are   empowered   to  fulfill  any   of   the  sheriff's  du- 
ties.    The  number  of  such  deputies  and   their  compensation 
are  determined  by  a   special  salary  board  which  is   made  up  of 


69.  1891  P.L.   349   sec.   9;   1893  P.L.   419   seo.   9  am.  1897  P.L.   127 
seo.  1  flirther  am.  1903  P.L.    338  seo.  1.     Both  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo. 
1901. 

70.  1937  P.L.   1333  sees.   301,    302. 

71.  1839  P.L.    519   sec.  Ill  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901  but  reen. 
in  sec.  1207. 

72.  1937  P.L.   1333  sec.   1403(b). 

73.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  190  added  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  6. 

74.  1803,  4  Sn.L.  45  sec.  7  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  75  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1279  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo.  204  am.  1933  P.L.  945. 

75.  1836  P.L.  539  sec.  40  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  seo.  702. 

76.  1929  P.L.  1237  sec.  29. 

77.  1849  P.L.  676  sec.  5. 

78.  1836  P.L.  715  seo.  35. 

79.  1931  P.L.  497  sec.  7  rep.  1939  P.L.  872  seo.  1201  but  reen. 
in  seo.  628(f). 

80.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  616  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  1901. 

81.  1821  P.L.  50  sec.  14;  1803,  4  Sn.L.  45  seo.  10  sup.  1834  P.L. 
537  sec.  18  sup.  1901  P.L.  663  seo.  4  sup.  1933  P.L.  1141  sec.  4. 

82.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  186. 
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the  sheriff  and  the  county  commlss loners »   In  case  the  sher- 
iff is  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  the  salary  hoard,  he 
niay  appeal  to  the  court  of  common  pleas,  the  decision  of 
which  is  final .^^   Before  anyone  may  secure  an  appointment 
as  deputy  sheriff,  his  photograph  and  vfirious  affidavits 
must  he  filed  with  the  prothonotary .   In  Adams  County  there 
is  one  deputy  sheriff  whose  salary  is  $1»750  a  year. 

The  sheriff  of  Adams  County  is  in  almost  complete 
charge  of  the  county  jail.  He  acts  as  warden  and  selects 
any  other  necessary  employees, 84 

The  sheriff  must  keep  a  docket  "of  all  writs  which  come 
into  his  hands  and  the  proceedings  thereon, "85   jn  Adams 
Co\inty  the  sheriff's  docket  is  in  three  parts.   The  Summons 
Docket  is  a  record  of  the  actual  service  of  writs;  the  Exe- 
cution Docket  gives  an  account  of  all  proceedings  in  execu- 
tions of  judgment  since  195^;  and  the  Real  Estate  and  Person- 
al Property  Sales  Record  relates  to  all  property  sold  by  the 
sheriff  since  1955 , 

For  6  years  the  sheriff  must  keep  in  his  office  a  rec- 
ord of  every  firearms  peimit  which  he  issues, ^^   in  Adams 
County  this  record  consists  of  duplicate  copies  of  the  actu- 
al permits  issued  through  his  office. 

The  sheriff  must  keep  an  account  book  in  which  he  enters 
all  the  fees  he  receives,  stating  the  amount  of  each  fee, 
from  whom  and  for  what  service  it  was  received,  and  the  day 
and  date  of  payment.   Once  a  month,  when  he  pays  the  fees  to 
the  county  treasurer,  the  sheriff  files  with  him  a  tran- 
iscript  of  the  account  book.  This  is  verified  by  him  under 
oath. 8^   His  accounts  are  examined  annually  by  the  county 
auditors, 88 

Most  of  the  records  in  the  sheriff's  office  are  of  very 
recent  date.   This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  customary 
for  each  retiring  sheriff  to  keep  most  of  his  own  records. 
These  records  are  fotind  in  his  office  in  the  county  jail  un- 
less otherwise  indicated. 


83.  1933  P.L.  14  sec.  2. 

84.  1790,  2  Sn.L.  531  sec.  28. 

85.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  78. 

86.  1937  P.L.  497  sec.  7  rep.  1939  P.L.  872  sec.  1201  but  reen.  in 
sec.  628(f). 

87.  1933  P.L.  14  sec.  3. 

88.  1811,  5  Sm.L.  228  sec.  26;  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  48  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  363  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1. 
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Execution  of  Writs 
(See  also  entries  58,  127-I56) 

287.  SUMMONS  DOCKET,    I88I-I92I,    I956— .      11   vols. 
Title   varies:    Sheriffs   Sxiinmons  Docket,    I88I-I92I, 
9   vols.;   Svumnons  Book,    I898-I905,    1  vol. 

Record  of  summons   and  writs   served  by  sheriff,    showing  coxirt 
term  and  case  no.;   names   of  parties   and  attorneys;    type  of 
Instrument;    cause   for  action;   dates   Issued,    served,    and   re- 
tiorned;    Itemized  cost;   date   paid;   and  name  of  official   serv- 
er.    Arr.    chron.   by   court   term.      Indexed  alph.   by   first  let- 
ter of   surnames   of  parties.      Hdw.     Aver.   55^   PP»    ^a  ^   H^ 
X  2i.      10  vols.,    1881-1921,    cth.  bsmt.   vlt.  A.;    1  vol., 
1936—,    off. 

288.  EXECUTION  DOCKET,  1936--.   1  vol. 

Record  of  proceedings  In  execution  of  judgments,  showing 
court  term  and  case  no.,  names  of  parties,  type  of  writ,  a- 
mount  Involved,  location  and  description  of  property  levied 
on,  date  of  sale,  amovmt  realized,  names  of  purchaser  and 
sheriff  conducting  sale,  and  itemized  costs.  Arr.  chron.  by 
court  term.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surnames  of 
parties.  Hdw.   3OO  pp.  12  5A  x  18^  x  2. 

Licenses 
(See  also  entry  518) 

289.  FIREARM  PERMITS,  1951—.   1  f-d. 

Duplicate  copy  of  firearm  permits  Issued,  showing  permit  no. 
and  date;  name,  address,  and  physical  description  of  licen- 
see; reason  granted;  make,  calibre,  and  serial  no.  of  weapon; 
date  of  expiration  pf  permit;  and  signatures  of  licensee  and 
sheriff.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  licensee. 
No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   1].  x  6  x  12. 

Accounts 

290.  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES,  1936--.   1  vol. 
Sheriff's  daily  record  of  fees  earned  and  collected,  and  ex- 
penditures incurred  in  service  of  writs,  showing  date,  type 
of  writ,  name  of  payer,  court  term  and  case  no.,  amount  and 
type  of  fees  collected,  amoiont  and  purpose  of  expenditures, 
and  total  amo\ants.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index. 
Hdw.   l8i  X  15  X  2. 

291.  (REAL  ESTATE  AND  PERSONAL  PROPERTY  SALES  RECORD), 
1935  —  .   1  vol. 

Sheriff's  summary  record  of  transactions  of  sales  of  levied 
real  and  personal  property,  showing  court  term  and  case  no.; 
names  of  parties,  attorneys,  and  covirt;  date  and  type  of 
writ  issued;  location  and  description  of  property;  amoxmts 
of  debt,  interest,  execution  costs,  and  attorneys'  commis- 
sions; date  and  amount  of  sale;  and  name  of  sheriff  conduct- 
ing sale.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  sale.  No  index.   Hdw.  200 
pp.  Iki   X  13  X  2. 
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One  of  the  sheriff's  duties  is  to  manage  the  coionty 
jail,  and,  with  court  approval,  to  appoint  its  warden  and 
staff.'^  In  many  co\anties,  it  is  customary  for  the  sheriff 
personally  to  act  as  warden.  This  is  the  case  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty.  A  jail  warden  may  follow  any  line  of  endeavor  except 
that  of  tavern  Keeper,-?   He  serves  during  the  term  of  the 
sheriff  who  appointed  him^  and  may  be  removed  or  suspended 
from  office  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  of  quarter,  ses- 
sions.*  He  must  take  an  oath,^  but  no  bond  is  required  from 
him.  The  warden's  salary,  like  that  of  all  employees  of  the 
jail,  is  fixed  by  the  court,^  and  the  sheriff  of  Adams  Coun- 
ty receives  no  additional  compensation  for  his  services  as 
jail  warden.   He  is  paid,  however,  for  the  maintenance  of 
prisoners  on  a  per  capita  basis.  The  amovmt,  determined  by 
county  commissioners  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions,  may  not  exceed  75  cents  a  day  for  each  in- 
ma  te .  ''^ 

The  jail  warden  is  in  almost  complete  charge  of  the 
county  jail.  He  must  attend  to  the  clothing,  diet,  lodging, 
and  safekeeping  of  the  prisoners,  whom  he  may  pvinish  when  he 
finds  it  necessary .8   Formerly  he  was  required  to  superin- 
tend and  direct  the  labors  of  the  prisoners,^  but  since  I899 
he  has  shared  this,  duty  with  the  coxintv  commissioners,  and 
then  only  in  his  capacity  as  sheriff.^"   He  may  assign  any 
prisoner  except  those  under  sentence  of  death  to  work  on  the 
roads, ^^   The  warden  must  receive  into  the  jail  any  United 
States  prisoners, ^2  prisoners  of  war,^'  or  military  offend- 
ers,^* and  he  must  permit  the  representatives  of  the  State 
Department  of  Welfare  to  make  their  periodical  inspections 
of  the  jail,^°   The  law  forbids  the  warden  to  allow  spirit- 
uous liquors  to  be  received  by  any  prisoner.   If  he  permits 


1.  1790,  2  aii,L.  531  sec,  28, 

2.  1730,  1  Sm,L.  181  see,  19. 

3.  1790,  2  Sm,L.  531  sec,  28. 

4.  Ibid,,  sec.  29. 

5.  T52?  P.L.  1278  sec.  53. 

6.  1790,  2  Sm.L.  531  sec.  28. 

7.  1856  P.L.  314  sec.  1  rep.  1907  P.L.  230  No.  180  sec.  2  but 
reen.  in  sec.  1  am.  1913  P.L.  346  rep.  1927  P.L.  310  sec.  2  but  reen. 
as  am.  in  sec.  1. 

8.  1790,  2  Sm.L.  531  sec.  28;  1923  P.L.  775  No.  306. 

9.  1790,  2  Sm.L.  531  sec.  28. 

10.  1899 •P,L.  89  see.  3;  1907  P,L.  247  sec,  3. 

11.  1915  P.L.  812  sec.  2, 

12.  1789,  2  Sm.L.  513  sec.  2. 

13.  1814  P.L.  79,  6  Sm.L.  118  sec.  1. 

14.  1921  P.L.  869  sec.  61  am.  1923  P.L.  227  sec.  12  further  am. 
1937  P.L.  1213  sec.  3. 

15.  1921  P.L.  1144  sec.  12. 
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this,  he  is  fined  and  removed  from  office. 


16 


Upon  the  written  request  of  the  district  attorney,  the 
wairden  may  take  fingerprints  of  anyone  in  the  county  Jail. 
He  must  furnish  the  State  Motor  Police,  upon  request,  with 
the  fingerprints,  photograph,  and  description  of  any  in- 
mate .^-^ 

A  number  of  reports  must  "be  sent  by  the  jail  warden  to 
other  officials.  He  prepares  a  quarterly  report  for  the 
county  commissioners,  giving  numerous  stipulated  details, 
such  as  the  list  of  Inmates,  the  terms  for  which  they  are 
sentenced,  and  the  coxirt  which  committed  them,^^   A  report  of 
similar  nature  is  made  annually  for  certain  State  authorities, 
From  l&kl   until  I872,  it  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth^^  and  since  I872  to  the  Secretary  of  Welfare.20 
The  warden  also  furnishes  the  county  commissioners  with  a 
calendar  of   prisoners  and  the  amo\mt  of  work  done  by  them. 21 
The  warden  of  any  prison  to  which  an  Inmate  is  transferred 
or  retransferred  must  give  notice  of  that  fact  to  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  co\inty  in  which  the  prisoner  was  origi- 
nally sentenced  and  the  clerk  of  the  court  which  sentenced 
him. 22 

The  warden  must  prepare  a  book  with  the  name  and  prison 
record  of  everyone  lodged  in  the  jail  for  more  than  6 
months .23   More  complete  Information  is  kept  concerning  fel- 
ons. This  record,  containing  their  description  and  Bertll- 
lon  measurements,  as  well  as  their  photographs  and  criminal 
histories  taken  from  court  records,  must  not  be  made  public. 
It  may  be  used  as  evidence,  however,  in  subsequent  trials, 
and  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  officer  of  the  co\irt.2* 
The  warden  must  also  keep  records  of  the  physical  and  mental 
tests  given  to  the  prisoners. 25   He  keeps  a  list  of  all  TJnit- 
ed  States  prlsoners^S  and  prisoners  of  war 27  ^ho  are  con- 
fined in  the  prison.  These  records  form  the  basis  for  reim- 
bursement by  the  Federal  Government  for  the  maintenance  of 
such  prisoners. 

Most  of  the  records  kept  by  the  warden  of  the  Adams 
Coiinty  Jail  are  of  very  recent  date.  He  has  kept  papers 
filed  in  the  commitment  and  discharge  of  Inmates  since  I958 


16.  1807,  4  Sn.L.  393  sec,  5. 

17.  1927  P.L.  414  seos.  2,  5(a). 

18.  1790,  2  Sm.L.  531  see.  30j  1807,  4  Sm.L.  393  sec,  4. 

19.  1847  P.L.  172  sec.  1. 

20.  1872  P.L.  42  seos.  1,  2  am.  1893  P.L.  285. 

21.  1790,  2  Sm.L.  531  see.  30. 

22.  1923  P.L.  1044  sec.  5. 

23.  1861  P.L.  462  sec.  1. 

24.  1889  P.L.  103. 

25.  1921  P.L.  433  No.  208  sec.  1. 

26.  1789,  2  Sm.L.  513  sec.  3. 

27.  1814  P.L.  79,  5  Sm.L.  118  seo.  3. 
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and  a  dally  record  of  admissions  and  discharges  since  19$6» 
The  book  entitled  Prison  Record  gives  the  various  data  which 
the  warden  must  keep  about  the  individual  prisoners.   Since 
1956  a  record  has  been  kept  of  all  supplies  purchased  for  the 
use  of  the  county  prison.  The  only  remaining  record  relat- 
ing to  the  county  prison  is  a  book  from  the  years  I867  and 
1808  in  which  the  warden  noted  all  money  which  he  kept  for 
prisoners.  The  records  of  United  States  prisoners  and  war 
prisoners  have  not  been  preserved,  since  they  are  discarded 
irtien  they  have  served  their  purpose. 

The  records  of  the  jail  warden  are  found  in  the  office 
In  the  county  jail  unless  otherwise  indicated. 


292.  COMMITMENTS,  DISCHARGES,  AND  DETAINERS,  I938— . 

1  f.b. 

Papers  filed  in  commitments  and  discharges  of  inmates  of 
county  prison  and  detainers  lodged  against  ltuna:kes  pending 
completion  of  sentence,  showing  court  term  and  case  no., 
name  of  Inmate,  charge,  term  of  sentence,  name  of  committing 
official,  dates  committed  and  discharged;  detainers  show 
date,  name  of  Innate,  cause  for  action,  place  where  wanted, 
and  official  seal  and  signatures.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  inmate.  No  index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd. 
fm.  12  x-16  X  2k» 

293.  DAILY  COMMITMENT  AND  DISCHARGE  RECORDS,  I936— . 

2  vols. 

Record  of  admissions  and  discharges  from  county  prison,  show- 
ing register  no.,  name  of  Inmate,  charge,  term  of  sentence, 
name  of  committing  official,  and  dates  adfnitted  and  dis- 
charged. Arr.  num.  by  register  no.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm.  Aver.  200  pp.  15t  x  lli  x  3 A* 

2914..   PRISON  RECORD,  I938--.   1  f.b. 
Record  of  inmates  of  county  prison,  showing  name,  address, 
age,  sex,  color,  marital  status,  and  physical  description  of 
inmate;  charge;  name  of  committing  official;  name  and  ad*- 
dress  of  nearest  kin;  and  dates  of  commitment  and  discharge* 
Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  Inmate.  No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  14.  x  6  x  12. 

295.  PRISON  SUPPLY  BOOK,  I936— .   1  vol. 

Record  of  supplies  purchased  for  use  of  county  prison,  show- 
ing date,  names  of  items,  q\iantlty,  total  cost,  name  of  deal- 
er, date  paid,  and  check  no.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry. 
No  index.  Hdw.   50  pp.  11  3/k   x  15i  x  3A» 

296.  SHERIFFS  RECEIPT  BOOK,  I867-68.   1  vol. 
Record  of  money  received  by  sheriff  from  prisoners  in  his 
custody,  showing  date,  name  of  prisoner,  amo\int,  and  signa- 
ture of  prisoner.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  received.  No  index. 
Hdw.  1^.0  pp.  6  X  8  X  i.   Cth.  bsmt.  vlt.  A. 


IX.      CORONER 


Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

William  Penn's  Frame   of  Government  made    the   coroner  a 
covntj  officer  and  formulated  provisions  for  the   selection 
of   this   official  which  continued   to   be   followed  for  more 
than  a  century  and  a  half.      The   freemen  of  each  co\mty  elect- 
ed  two  persons   from  whom   the  Governor  chose    the   coroner.! 
The   Constitutions   of   I776   and  I79O   stipulated  that   the   same 
method  of   selecting  the    coroner  be   used,2    and   it  was   not  un- 
til  1858   that   this   office   became   a  wholly  elective   one  ,3      Al- 
though the  act  establishing  Adams   County   in  I8OO  provided 
that   co\inty  officers  be   elected   in  the  next  general   elec- 
tion,*   there   does  not   seem  to  have   been  a  coroner  until   l805» 

For  at  least  a  year  before  his  election,    the   coroner 
must  have  held  American  citizenship  and   residence    in  the 
co\aity,5      The   coroner  of  Adams  Coxmty  had  a  J-year  term  of 
office^  until  1909,    when  his    tenure,    like    that   of  all   co\jnty 
officers,    was   increased    to  k  years.''      Vacancies   are   filled 
by   the  Govemor.8      The   coroner  must  post  a  bond  one-fourth 
as   large   as   that  given  by   the   sheriff,    and  he  must  acknowl- 
edge  it  before   the    recorder  of  deeds. ^      Before  assuming  of- 
fice he   takes   an  oath  which  is   filed   in  the   office   of  the 
prothonotary.lO      The   coroner  of  Adams  Covin ty  receives  no 
salary, 11    his   only    remuneration  being  fees,    the   amounts   of 
which  are   set  by   law. 12 

P\inctions  and  Records 

The   coroner's   chief  duty  is   to   investigate   all   sudden, 
mysterious,    or  violent   deaths   occurring   in   the   county.      In 
such   cases,    he  may  hold  an  inquest,    summoning  a  coroner's 


1.     The  Frame  of  the  Government   (1682)  in  Charter  to  Tfllliam  Penn, 
p.  97,  sec.   17j  miliam  Penn's  Charter  to  the  People   USl?)   in  CiharTEer~to 
William  Penn,   p.   159^  sec.  16;   1705-6,   II  St.   at  L.   272  sec.  1/ 


2. 

Const.  1776,  oh.  II,  see.  31;  Const.  1790,  art. 

VI,  sec.  1. 

3. 

Const.  1838,  art.  VI,  sec.  1. 

4. 

1800,  X7I  St.  at  L.  392  seos.  5-7. 

5. 

Const.,  art.  XEV,  seo.  3. 

6. 

Const.  1790,  art.  VI,  seo.  1;  Const.  1838,  art. 

VI,  sec.  1; 

Const., 

art.  KV,  sec.  1. 

7. 

Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  1  as  am.  1909;  1929  P.L. 

1278  sec.  20] 

8. 

1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  60;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  205 

am.  1931  P.L. 

401  sec.  1. 

9.   1803  P.L.  497  seos.  1,  2  rep.  1876  P.L.  46;  1834  P.L.  537  seos. 
66.  67  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sees.  201,  212,  213; 
1939  P.L.  359. 

10.  Const.,  art.  VII,  sec.  1. 

11.  Pennsylvania  Manual,  1937,  p.  954. 

12.  1814  P.L.  352,  6  Sm.L.  228  sec.  19  am.  1927  P.L.  168  No.  141. 
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jury  and  calling  whatever  witnesses  he  needs.^3   when  he  de- 
cides that  an  inquest  is  not  necessary,  he  receives  the  same 
fees  and  mileage  as  if  he  had  held  one.^*  Whether  or  not  an 
Inquest  is  held,  the  coroner  issues  a  certificate  stating 
the  probable  cause  of  death.^^   The  costs  of  a  cordner's  in- 
quest are  borne  by  the  county,  but  if  death  be  adjudged  a 
case  of  murder  or  manslaiighter,  they  are  paid  from  the  slay- 
er's property .I'S   it  is  usually  the  custom  for  the  coroner 
to  investigate  all  deaths  occurring  in  prison, ^'^   Whenever  a 
death  occurs  without  medical  attendance  a  certificate  is  is- 
sued by  the  coroner  before  burial  is  permitted. ^8   ijhe  i^w 
provides  that  in  cases  where  a  death  occurs  more  than  10 
miles  from  the  coroner's  office  or  when  the  coroner  is  for 
any  reason  unable  to  be  present,  a  justice  of  the  peace  may 
hold  an  inquest.^^ 

T?henever  a  county  establishes  a  morgue,  the  coroner  is 
in  charge  of  it,  appointing  and  removing  its  employees  and 
making  any  rules  necessary  for  its  ope ration .20   Such  an  in- 
stitution has  not  been  established  in  Adams  County,  btit  when 
one  is  needed,  the  coroner  may  make  use  of  any  convenient 
private  morgue,  the  owner  of  which  is  compensated  by  the 
county.21   whenever  an  unident-ified  person  dies  in  the  coun- 
ty, his  effects  are  in  the  coroner's  charge  \intil  the  person 
entitled  to  them  appears  and  claims  them." 

A  coroner  is  permitted  to  appoint  and  dismiss  as  many 
deputies  as  he  considers  necessary.  A  deputy  may  legally 
perform  any  of  the  coroner's  duties,  and  he  receives  the 
same  fees  as  are  designated  for  his  principal. 23   in  Adams 
Covmty,  however,  the  coroner  has  no  deputies  and  in  his  ab- 
sence the  court  appoints  an  acting  coroner. 

The  coroner  acts  as  sheriff  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  that 
office.  He  holds  office  until  a  new  sheriff  is  legally  com- 
missioned and  notice  of  that  fact  is  *given  to  the  coroner.24 
Moreover,  the  sheriff  substitutes  for  the  coroner  vinder  sim- 


15.  1857  P.L.  536  sec.  1;  1907  P.L.  92  sees.  1,  2  am.  1935  P.L. 
710  sec.  2. 

14.  1897  P.L.  8  No.  6. 

15.  1915  P.L.  900  see.  8. 

16.  1814  P.L.  352,  6  Sm.L.  228  sec.  19  am.  1927  P.L.  168  Ho.  141. 

17.  Alderfer,   op.   oit.,   p.   27. 

18.  1906  P.L.   33b  sec.   8  sup.   1915  P.:^..  900  see.   8. 

19.  1841  P.L.   400   sec.   15. 

20.  1893  P.L.  457  sec.  1  par.  3,  4  am.  1899  P.L.  52  sec.  1;  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  203. 

21.  1911  P,L.  717. 

22.  1907  P.L.  92  sec.  2  am.  1935  P.L.  710  sec.  2. 

23.  1889  P.L.  162  No.  180  am.  1893  P.L.  330  No.  269  am.  1917  P.L. 
1084  all  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  202. 

24.  1803  P.L.  497  sec.  7  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  75  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  204  am.  1933  P.L.  945. 
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ilar  clrcviin3tances,25   as  a  natural  phase  of  this  relation- 
ship between  the  two  offices,  any  writs  on  the  sheriff  are 
served  by  the  coroner ,26 

The  coroner  must  keep  accounts  which  are  audited  once  a 
year  by  the  county  audi  tors  .27   In  Adams  County,  all  records 
now  fo\and  in  this  office  date  from  I923.  They  consist  of 
copies  of  the  reports  of  inquests  held  and  of  the  costs  of 
inquests. 

An  office  is  maintained  by  the  coroner  at  256  Baltimore 
Street,  Gettysburg,  in  which  his  records  are  found. 


297.  (REPORT  OF  INQUISITIONS),  I925  — .   2  f.b. 
Copies  of  reports  in  inquests  held  by  coroner,  showing  date 
of  report;  name,  address,  and  physical  description  of  de- 
ceased; date,  place,  and  cause  of  death;  names  of  witnesses 
and  jurors;  findings;  and  signatures  of  coroner  and  jurors. 
Arr.  chron,  by  date  of  inquest.  No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed 
on  pt.  fm.   5  X  10^  X  12, 

For  clerk  of  courts'  file  of  coroner's  inquest,  see  en- 
try Zlk. 

298.  (C0R0NE1?S  INQUEST  COSTS),  I923  — .   2  f.b. 
Copies  of  monthly  inquest  costs,  showing  date,  name  of  de- 
ceased, costs  of  viewing  body,  witness  and  jury  fees,  mile- 
age, and  totals  for  each  case  and  month.  Arr,  chron.   No 
index.  Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd,  fm.  3  x  10|^  x  12, 


25.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  190  added  1931  P.L.  401  seo. 

26.  1901  P.L.  614  sec.  1(15). 

27.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  363  am.  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1, 
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Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

The  predecessor  of  the  district  attorney  was    the   former 
deputy  attorney  general,    appointed  In  each  covin ty  by   the 
State  Attorney  General.     Although   there  was   no   particular 
law  creating   these   officers   their  existence  was    recognized 
In  a  number  of  acts.l       A   law  passed  In  I85O   required   that 
a  district  attorney  be   elected   In  each  county  to   supplant 
the  deputy  attorney   general,  2 

The   district  attorney  must  be  an  American  cltlzenS 
and  a   resident  of  the   covmty  for  at  least  2  years   prior  to 
his  election.      He  must  be   a  lawyer  who  has   practiced  before 
a  court  of   record  for  2  years  and  who  has  been  admitted   to 
practice  before   the  Supreme  Court  or  the   Superior  Court  for 
at  least  6  months  prior  to   taking  office.      No  district  attor- 
ney  Is  permitted   to   sit   in   the  State  legislature   during  Ms 
term  or  to  hold  any  other  office  \ander  the  laws   or  Constlt\>- 
tlon  of  the  State   except   in   the  militia, ^       His    term  of  of- 
fice was   for  5  years  5    until  I909  when  a  constitutional  a- 
mendment  increased   the   tenure  of  all   county  officers   to  i;. 
years,  ^      A  district  attorney  may  be   re-elected.   Vacancies 
are   filled  by   the  court  of  quarter  sessions   for  the   remain- 
der of  the  uriexplred   term.7         In  case  of  temporary  Absence 
of  this  officer  from  co\irt,   however,    the  court  of  quarter 
sessions  may  appoint  someone  to  perform  his  duties  until  the 
district  attorney  appears   in  person.S        An  oath  la   required 
before   the   district  attorney  may  assume  office.9        A  new      ^^ 
law  fixes  his   compensation  at  $1,800  annually*^   and  eoqpenses. 
The   co\mty  must  also  provide  him  with  a  suitably  furnished 
office,    supplies,    light,  heat,    and   telephone,12     as  well  as 
whatever  law  books    the   j^^^ge  decides   that  he  needs. 13 
If  the  district  attorney  accepts  any  "fee  or  reward  not  pi^- 


1.  Eastman,  op,  cit,,  II,  471. 

2.  1850  P.L.T54  sec.  1. 

3.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  see.  3;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  245. 

4.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  246  am.  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1  further  am. 
1937  P.L.  2619  sec.  1  further  am.  1939  P.L.  464. 

5.  1850  P.L.  654  seo.  1. 

6.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  seo.  1;  Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  2  as  am.  1909i 

7.  1929  P.L.  2178  sec.  247. 

8.  1855  P.L.  308  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  see. 
261. 

9.  Const.,  art.  XTV,  seo.  1;  1850  P.L.  654  seo.  2. 

19.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  246  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sefc.  1  further  ara. 
1937  P.L.  2619  further  am.  1939  P.L.  464. 

11.  1923  P.L.  973  seo.  1. 

12.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  5561  added  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  19. 

13.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  250  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  9. 
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scribed  for  his  official  duties"  or  is  willfully  or  grossly 
negligent,  he  is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Upon  conviction, 
he  may  be  fined  and  imprisoned,  and  his  office  is  declared 


P\inctlons  and  Records 

The  district  attorney  signs  all  bills  of  indictment  an3 
conducts  all  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  name  of  the  State* 
Without  the  approval  of  the  court,  he  may  neither  enter 
nolle  prosequi  in  any  criminal  case  nor  discharge  a  prisoner 
from  custody. ^^  Before  any  trial,  the  district  attorney 
must  notify  at  least  one  person  whose  presence  there  is 
desired  by  the  defendant.  16 

One  of  the  few  persons  permitted  to  attend  the  sessions 
of  the  grand  jury  is  the  district  attorney. 17  Whenever  a 
person  about  to  be  discharged  by  the  grand  jury  seems  insane^ 
the  district  attorney  prepares  a  new  indictment  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  grand  jury  in  determining  whether  or  not  th« 
person  is  sane.iS 

A  number  of  miscellaneous  duties  belong  to  the  district 
attorney.   He  must  make  investigations  of  all  applications 
for  public  dance  hall  licenses. 19   Until  1957  he  was  author- 
ized to  petition  for  the  withdrawal  of  any  liquor  licenses^® 
and  to  sue  for  the  collection  of  forfeited  liquor  license 
bonds i?l   The  responsibility  of  beginning  action  against  a 
negligent  railroad  employee  belongs  to  this  officer. 22 
The  district  attorney  also  gives  papers  concerning  the  com- 
mitment of  children  to  institutions  to  a  judge  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions  who  makes  the  final  decision  on  the  mat- 
ter.23   The  district  attorney  Is  also  responsible  for  in- 
vestigating cases  of  alleged  fraud  in  election. 24 

Several  subordinates  may  be  designated  by  this  officer. 
With  the  approval  of  the  coiirt,  he  may  appoint  an  assistant 


14.  1860  P.L.  388  sec.  17;  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  348. 

15.  1850  P.L.  654  see.  1. 

16.  1935  P.L.  643  No.  228  seo.  2. 
George  J.  Edwards,  Jr.,  The  Grand  Jury,  p.  109. 


17. 

18.  1860  P.L.  427  seo. 

19.  1927  P.L.  968  sees.  4,  6. 

20.  1933  P.L.  252  seo.  13  am.  1933-34  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  75  No.  14 
seo.  1  further  am.  1935  P.L.  1217  see.  1  further  am.  1937  P.L.  1827 
sec.  3. 

21.  1933-34  iSp»   Seas.)  P.L.  15  seo.  410  am.  1935  P.L.  1246  sec. 
1  further  am.  1937  P.L,  1762  seo.  1. 

22.  1865  P.L,  30  seo.  2. 

23.  i893  P.L.  399  seo.  4. 

24.  1893  P.L.  419  sec.  27  am.  1903  P.L.  338  seo.  4  rep.  1937  P.L. 
1333  seo.  1901j  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  302(i). 
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25 


district  attorney,   and  he  may  employ  a  detective  for  Ijhe 
investigation  of  any  crimes  committed  within  the  coxrnty.^^ 
Neither  of  these  offices  has  been  established  in  Adams  Coun- 
ty, however.  With  the  consent  of  the  county  commissioners, 
he  is  permitted  to  employ  a  stenographer  whose  salary  is 
fixed  by  the  commissioners  within  limits  set  by  law, 27 
Whenever  the  district  attorney  is  unable  for  any  reason  to 
perform  his  duties,  he  may  designate  a  competent  attorney 
of  the  covjnty  to  act  as  his  deputy.   The  deputy  must  be  ap<^ 
proved  by  the  court,  and  may  serve  for  but  one  term  of  court. 
Fingerprint  experts  may  be  employed  by  the  district  attomqr 
to  assist  in  investigations  of  pending  cases  and  to  testify 
jrhen  the  cases  come  to  trial.   The  district  attorney  is  au- 
thorized to  take  the  fingerprints  of  any  Inmate  of  the  coun- 
ty Jail  and  to  require  the  sheriff  or  any  other  person  to 
take  such  fingerprints .29 

This  officer  must  give  any  information  requested  by 
the  State  Board  of  Pardons *°  and  by  the  Department  of  Wel- 
fare. 31  At  the  request  of  any  prison  warden,  the  district 
attorney  is  obliged  to  forward  to  him  a  criminal  history  of 
any  given  criminal.  32 

Records 

The  district  attorney  is  supposed  to  keep  and  arrange 
files  of  the  fingerprints   of  persons  coauicted  of  crimes 
and  of  well  known  and  habitual  criminals.       In  Adams  County 
these  f iles^  are  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  Department  of 
Criminal  Intelligence  of  the   Pennsylvania  State  "Votor  Po- 
lice at  Gettysburg*     Duplicates  have  been  given  to  the  sher- 
iff. 


25.  1929  P.L.  12  78  seo.  256  am.  1931  P.L.   401  see.  1  further  am. 
1937  P.L.   2619   seo.  2  further  am.   1939  P.L.   233. 

26.  1929  P.L.   1278   seo.   279  am.  1931  P.L.   401   sec.  1. 

27.  1929  P.L.   1278   seo.  262  am.  1931  P.L.    401   seo.  1  further  an. 
1937  P.L.   2619  seo.  2. 

28.  1850  P.L.   654  seo.  7  sup.  1929  P.L.   1278   seo.  260. 

29.  1927  P.L.   414  seo.   5(a,  b). 
50.     1931  P.L.  71  No.   53  seo.  !• 

31.  1929  P.L.   177  seo.   2511. 

32.  1889  P.L.   103  seo.  2. 
SS.     1927  P.L.   414  seo.  5(o). 
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Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

The  grand  Jury  may  be  composed  of  from  12  to  24  persons, 
but  no  more  than  25  are  ever  called,  since  decision  Is  made 
by  12  concurring  votes.!    At  first  grand  jurors  were  chosen 
by  the  ehsrlff  on  any  basis  he  chose,2   but  since  I805  their 
names  have  been  drawn  by  lot,  first  by  the  sheriff  and  county 
commissioners  3  and  since  1867  by  the  sheriff  and  jury  com- 
missioners.*  Grand  jurors  must  be  qualified  voters  of  the 
coxinty.S   They  serve  for  one  term  of  court,  but  If  the  jix3ge 
feels  It  necessary,  he  may  require  them  to  appear  a  week 
earlier  or  remain  for  an  additional  week  beyond  the  scheduled 
term, 6   After  a  juror  has  served,  his  name  may  not  be  re- 
placed In  the  jury  wheel  tintll  a  year  has  elapsed.  7 

Whenever  sm  Insufficient  number  of  grand  jurors  appear, 
the  judge  may  fill  the  vacancies  by  resorting  to  a  tales  de 
c 1 r cums tan t Ibus .   This  consists  of  summoning  bystanders  to" 
serve  as  Jurors.  8   Grand  jurors  may  be  removed  for  cause, 
but  peremptory  challenges,  permissible  In  the  case  of  petit 
jurors,  are  forbidden  against  grand  jurors.  9   No  bond  Is  re- 
quired, but  all  jurors  must  take  an  oath.  Thereafter  any 
Juror  is  entitled  to  administer  oaths  to  witnesses  and  other 
Jurors .lO   The  compensation  of  Jurors  is  set  by  law  at  ^5  a 
day  and  mileage  .ll- 

Functions  and  Records 

The  grand  Jury  has  three  entirely  different  functions. 
It  is  6UI  accuser  and  an  intermediary  between  the  local  magis- 
trates and  the  court,  an  approver  of  certain  public  works, 
and  an  inspector  of  various  county  institutions. 

In  the  first  respect,  its  duty  is  to  consider  cases 
brought  to  its  attention,  in  order  to  determine  whether  there 


1.  Edwards,  op.  oit.,  p.  45. 

2.  1700,  II  fit.  aFL.  132  ch.  XCVIII. 

3.  1805  P.L.  183,  4  Sm.L.  237  seo.  1  sup.  1834  P.L.  333  seo.  79; 
1816,  6.  an.  L.  322  seo.  1. 

4.  1867  P.L.   62  seo.   3. 

5.  Ibid.,    sec.  2. 

6.  TB7F  P.L.   28  sec.  2  am.   1927  P.L.    420  seo.  2. 

7.  1834  P.L.   333  seo.  136. 

8.  Edwards,   op.  cit.,   p.  52. 

9.  Ibid.,   p."ff2. 

10.  Tffjff  P.L.   204  sec.  1  rep.   1860  P.L.   427  seo.  79  but  reen.   in 
sec.  10. 

11.  1933  P.L.   651  No.  153. 
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Is  sufficient  evidence  to  hold  the  accused  person  for  trial. 
Cases  are  brought  to  the  grand  jury  either  through  present- 
ment or  thro\igh  indictment.   The  former  refers  to  the  bring- 
ing up  of  cases  from  their  own  knowledge  by  members  of  the 
grand  jury,  and  the  latter  method  is  by  a  written  accusation 
"preferred  to  and  presented  upon  oath  to  the  grand  jury". 
In  case  of  introduction  of  cases  by  presentment,  an  indict- 
ment always  follows .12 

Grand  jury  sessions  are  held  behind  closed  doors,  at- 
tend only  by  the  person  bringing  the  charge,  the  accused 
person,  the  district  attorney,  and  witnesses  summoned  for 
the  prosecutor  by  the  district  attorney.   It  hears  only  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  the  prosecution, ^^  secured  from  three  sour- 
ces: From  the  court,  from  the  district  attorney  and  his  wit- 
nesses, and  from  the  jurors'  own  observations  and  investiga- 
tions. 14  Unlike  Federal  grand  juries  and  those  of  some  of 
the  other  states,  a  grand  jury  in  Pennsylvania  may  not  it- 
self call  in  witnesses. 15   The  accused  person  may  not  be  rep- 
resented by  counsel  nor  may  he  say  anything  in  his  defense 
or  bring  in  witnesses. ^^  The  jurors  may  not  be  forced  to  dis- 
close what  evidence  they  considered  or  how  their  vote  stoodJ*^ 
Witnesses  called  before  the  grand  jury  must  give  all  infor- 
mation demanded  unless  it  tends  to  incriminate  them.   In 
such  cases,  however,  unless  the  witness  admits  that  the  rea- 
son for  refusal  to  testify  is  fear  of  personal  incrimination, 
he  may  be  Indicted  for  contempt  of  court. ^ 

If  the  grand  jury  finds  a  true  bill,  the  case  Is  held 
for  trial,  but  if  not  true  bill  is  fo\ind,  the  grand  jury  de- 
cides whether  the  costs  of  prosecution  are  to  be  paid  by  the 
covinty  or  the  prosecutor. ^^  When  a  person  about  to  be  dis- 
charged aeems  insane,  the  grand  jui?y  is  empowered  to  investi- 
gate the  matter,  after  which  the  court  impanels  a  jury  to 
try  the  person's  sanity.^^   Whenever  anyone  is  dismissed  as 
innocent  the  grand  jury,  no  appeal  from  its  actions  Is  pos- 
sible. 21 

Approval  by  the  grand  jury  and  the  co\irt  of  quarter 
sessions  is  necessary  before  certain  public  works  may  be  ccr> 
structed  and  various  changes  made  within  the  co\inty.   "^^22 
grand  jury  must  approve  the  establishment  of  new  boroughs 
as  well  as  the  annexation  of  territory  by  any  borough  now  in 


12.  Edwards,  op.  cit.,  pp.  130,  131. 

13.  1887  P.L.TSS  see.  1. 

14.  Edwards,  op.  cit.,  p.  109. 

15.  Ibid.,  p.TOl. 

16.  TCId.,  p.  36. 

17.  TETd.,  pp.  109,  116. 

18.  TSn,,   p.  133. 

19.  1860  IP.L.  427  sec.  62. 

20.  Ibid.,  sec.  68. 

21.  Edwards,  op.  cit.,  p.  40. 

22.  1834  P.L.T63  see.  2. 


GRAND  JURY  201 

existence .23   its  consent  must  be  given  before  any  covinty 
road  or  bridge  may  be  built,  vacated,  or  removed. ^4   If  a 
township  or  borough  declares  itself  unable  to  afford  the 
maintenance  of  any  township  or  borough  bridge,  the  grand 
jury  investigates  the  matter  and  decides  whether  it  shall 
become  a  county  bridge  or  remain  in  its  present  status .25 
Grand  jury  and  court  approval  must  be  secured  for  all  expen- 
ses for  repairs  and  alterations  of  the  public  buildings  of 
the  county.26   Neither  a  covinty  home  for  children27  nor  a 
shelter  for  vagrants  may  be  established  without  the  same  ap- 
proval.  In  the  latter  case,  the  grand  jury  fixes  the  amount 
which  may  be  expended  for  a  shelter.  The  grand  jury  and  the 
court  must  also  approve  the  construction  of  county  sewers 
and  disposal  plants, 28  as  well  as  an  addition  to  the  poor- 
house, 29^  construction  work  for  the  abolition  of  a  grade 
crossing, 30  and  the  abandonment,  removal,  vacation,  or  re- 
placement  of  a  county  bridge. 31 

Certain  other  actions  require  the  approval  both  of  the 
court  and  two  successive  grand  juries.   Such  is  the  case 
when  any  land  is  to  be  purchased  for  covinty  purposes 32  and 
when  any  workhouse, 33  morgue, 34  or  other  coxinty  bulldlng35 
is  to  be  constructed  or  rebuilt.  The  same  approval  is  re- 
quired In  order  for  the  county  to  build  a  soldiers'  moniiment 
or  memorial  hail,  or  to  finish  an  Incompleted  one. 36 

The  law  does  not  require  that  any  records  be  kept  by 
the  grand  jury,  and  none  are  kept  by  It  in  Adams  County. 


23.  1927  P.L.  519  see.  410. 

24.  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  771-774,  916. 

25.  Ibid.,  sec.  751  am.  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1. 

26.  15^  P.L.  1278  sec.  552. 

27.  1921  P.L.  666  No.  281  sees.  1,  9  am.  1931  P.L.  22  No.  21. 

28.  1876  P.L.  154  sec.  6. 

29.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1003. 

30.  Ibid.,  sec.  615. 

31.  IH7.,  sec.  732  am.  1931  P.L.  401  seo.  1;  1929  P.L.  1278  seo, 
734. 

32.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  566. 

33.  Ibid.,  sec.  568. 

34.  T^53  P.L.  457  No.  327  sec.  1  am.  1899  P.L.  52  sec.  1. 

35.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  10  am.  1888  P.L.  58  sec.  1  further  am.  1911 
P.L.  1039  sec.  1  further  am.  1921  P.L.  271  sec.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278 
sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sees.  552,  553,  566. 

36.  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  592.  593. 


XII.   SOLICITOR 


The  office  of  county  solicitor  was  set  up  In  Adams 
County  in  I897   according  to  the  terms  of  a  law  passed  2 
years  earlier, ^    The  act  of  I895  permitted  the  commission- 
ers of  any  coxuity  to  appoint  as  their  solicitor  "  an  attor- 
ney at  law  admitted  and  qualified  to  practice  in  the  courts 
of  Pennsylvania."  He  holds  office  during  the  term  of  the 
commissioners  who  appointed  him.    Before  assviming  office 
he  must  take  an  oath*  and  file  an  agreement  to  pay  into  the 
coxinty  treasury  "all  fees,  attorney's  fee,  and  commissions 
received  from  every  source  as  county  solicitor." 5   His  sal- 
ary Ip  determined  by  the  county  commissioners. 6    The  pres- 
ent solicitor  of  Adams  Cotmty  receives  |800  annually.^ 

The  solicitor  commences  and  prosecutes  all  suits 
"brought  by  the  county  and  defends  all  actions  brought  a- 
gainst  the  co\anty.  ^   Recent  laws  require  that  he  also  act 
as  solicitor  for  the  registration  commission  ^  and  the  coun- 
ty board  of  elections ^0   Moreover,  the  solicitor  performs 
any  other  professional  duties  which  may  be  required  of  him 
by  the  commissioners.  ^^ 

The  county  solicitor  Is  not  required  to  keep  any  rec- 
ords. 


1.  Smull's  Legislative  Hand  Book,  1897,  p.  785. 

2.  1895  ^.L,   161  1^0.  '/5.  ,^„„ 

3.  Ibid.,  sec.  2  am.  1903  P.L.  11  No.  11  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec. 
1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  151. 

4.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  53.  ,«c-,  v  4. 

5.  1895  P.L.  101  No.  75  sec.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  151. 

6.  Ibid. 

7.  Temsylvania  Manual,  1939,  p.  954. 

8.  T&55  ^.t.  101  No.  75  i^3  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  152. 

9.  1937  P.L.  487  sec.  6. 

10.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  306.  ,«.,,  v  4- 

11.  1895  P.L.  101  No.  75  sec.  3  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but 
reen.  in  sec.  152. 
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Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

The  coxirt  of  quarter  sessions  has  always  had  wide  jxirls- 
dlctlon  over  neglected  and  dependent  persons  and  over  various 
classes  of  offenders.  The  court's  approval  was  required  be- 
fore any  Indenture  could  be  reassigned  at  the  death  of  the 
master  or  mistress  of  an  apprentice. 1   It  was  likewise  given 
the  power  to  issue  support  orders  and  commit  the  offenders 
to  Jail  until  they  were  able  either  to  comply  with  the  order 
or  to  give  seciiTlty  for  its  performance?    Moreover,  any 
poor  person  ordered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  be  removed 
to  another  county  might  appeal  to  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions if  he  considered  himself  aggrieved  by  such  a  require- 
ment,^  The  same  coiirt  was  permitted  to  return  to  reform 
school  any  Inmate  who  was  Ill-treated  in  the  place  to  which 
the  school  had  indentured  or  otherwise  assigned  him,* 

As  a  nat\iral  outgrowth  of  such  powers  and  responsibili- 
ties as  well  as  of  its  jxrrlsdiction  over  criminal  cases,  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  was  given  general  supervision  over 
probation  and  parole  as  these  systems  were  adopted:  In  1901 
over  neglected  and  dependent  children,^  in  1909  over  adult 
first  offenders  convicted  of  any  but  the  most  serious  crimes,* 
in  1911  over  parolees  from  county  penal  institutions^,  and  in 
1913  over  dependents  in  desertion  cases? 


The  court  may  appoint  as  many  probation  officers  as  it 
considers  necessary  and  for  as  many  of  the  above  functions 
as  it  wishes.   In  every  Instance,  however,  adult  probation 
officers  may  have  under  their  supervision  persons  of  their 
own  sex  only,^   Probation  officers  must  be  "discreet  person; 
of  good  character?^® They  are  responsible  only  to  the  covirt 


1. 

1799,  3  Sm.L.  385  seo.  2. 

2. 

1836  P.L.  539  seo.  31. 

3. 

Ibid.,  sec.  19. 

4. 

T879  P.L,  84  sec.  1. 

5. 

1901  P.L.  279  seo.  6  rep.  1903  P.L,  274  boo,  12;  1903  P,L.274 

see* 

3  am.  1909  P.L.  89  aeo.  1  rep.  1933  P.L,  1433  sec.  28  but  reen.  in 

seo. 

17. 

6. 

1909  P.L.  495  seo.  3. 

7. 

1911  P.L.  1059  seo.  1  am.  1921  P.L.  371  further  am.  1923  P.L. 

204. 

8. 

1913  P.L.  502  seo.  1  sup.  1917  P.L.  268j  1917  P.L.  773  No.  290 

seo. 

4. 

9. 

1909  P.L.  495  sec.  3j  1911  P,L,  1055  seo.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  569. 

10. 

1901  P.L.  279  No,  185  seo,  6  rep.  1903  P.L,  274  sec,  12  but 

reen 

.  in 

seo,  3  rep.  1933  P.L.  1433  seo.  26  but  reen.  in  seo.  17;  1909 

P.L. 

495 

sec,  3. 
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which  appointed  them  and  which  may  remove  them  at  any  time. 
They  must  take  an  oath,12  "but  no  bond  is  required  from  them. 
At  firat  probation  officers  were  forbidden  to  receive  any 
compensatioA  from  the  public  treasury, ^^ but  now  the  coxinty 
provides  them  with  a  salary  determined  by  the  court,  as  weU 
as  expenses  incurred  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. ■'■* 
If  the  court  deems  it  necessary,  it  may  appoint  one  or  more 
clerks  to  aid  the  probation  officers.  Their  salaries  are 
fixed  jointly  by  the  court  and  the  county  commissioners.-^ 
In  Adams  Coionty  the  probation  office  was  set  up  in  1923. 
It  has  a  chief  probation  officer  who  receives  f720  a  year 
and  an  assistant,  a  woman,  whose  compensation  is  ^240  a  year. 
Although  they  are  off icially  adult  probation  officers,  they 
handle  any  juvenile  cases  which  arise,  and  also  act  as  pa- 
role officers. 

Functions  and  Records 

Probation  officers  must  perform  whatever  duties  the 
court  of  quarter  sessions  directs.  The  law  suggests  that 
they  attend  court  whenever  cases  are  heard  concerning  persons 
under  their  supervision.  They  must  secure  any  information 
requested  by  the  court.   Their  chief  duty,  however,  is  to 
keep  informed  about  the  condition  and  conduct  of  their 
charges.    This  is  usually  achieved  by  requiring  the  perscns 
to  report  to  the  officer  periodically.  Desertion  probation 
officers  may  be  required  to  collect  support  orders  and  deliv- 
er them  to  the  designated  recipient .^7   Probation  officers 
must  keep  accoimts  which  are  checked  by  the  county  auditors. 
The  results  of  these  audits  must  be  reported  to  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions.^®   Any  reports  requested  by  the  Department 
of  Welfare  must  be  prepared  for  it  by  the  probation  offi- 
cers.^^ 

Probation  and  parole  officers  must  keep  any  records 
required  by  the  covu?t  of  quarter  sessions.^  In  Adams  Canty 
these  consist  of  case  histories  of  all  persons  coming  under 
their  supervision  since  the  office  was  established  in  1923. 

11.  1909  P.L.  495  sec.  3;  1911  P.L.  1055  sec.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  569 
sec.  1;  1933  P.L.  502  sec.  3;  1933  P.L.  1433  sec.  17. 

12.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  53. 

13.  1901  P.L.  279  No.  185  sec.  6  rep.  1903  P.L.  274  sec.  12  but 
reen.  in  sec.  3» 

14.  1909  P.L.  495  sec.  1;  1911  P.L.  1055  sec.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  569; 
1913  P.L.  502  sec.  3;  1933  P.L.  1433  sec.  17. 

15.  1933  P.L.  1433  sec.  17, 

16.  1901  P.L.  279  No.  185  sec.  6  rep.  1903  P.L.  274  sec.  12  but 
reen.  in  sec.  3  rep.  1933  P.L.  1433  sec.  28  but  reen.  in  sec.  17;  1909 
P.L.  495  sec.  1;  1911  P.L.  1055  .sec.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  569  sec.  1. 

17.  1913  P.L.  502;  1917  P.L.  773  No.  290  sec.  4. 

18.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  372.1  added  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  12. 

19.  1929  P.L.  177  sec.  2311. 

20.  1901  P.L.  279  sec.  6  rep.  1903  P.L.  279  sec.  12  but  reen.  in 
sec.  3  am.  1909  P.L.  89  sec.  1  rep.  1933  P.L.  1433  sec.  28  but  reen.  in 
sec.  17;  1909  P.L.  495  sec.  4;  1911  P.L.  1055  sec.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  569, 
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Case  Histories 
(See  also  entries  211,  212) 

299.   ADULTS  AND  JUVENILES  PROBATION  AND  PAROLE,  1923—. 
2  f.b.  (Active,  Closed). 
Case  histories  of  adults  and  juveniles,  placed  on  probation 
or  parole,  showing  name,  address,  age,  sex,  and  physical  de- 
scription of  probationer  or  parolee;  dates  of  arrest  and 
trial;  charge;  name  of  judge;  period  of  probation  or  parole; 
probation  officers'  reports;  and  date  case  marked  closed. 
Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  defendant.   No 
index.   Typed.   14  x  16  x  18.   Off. 


XIV.   JURY  COMMISSIONERS 


?nien  Adams  Cotinty  was  established,  all  Jurors  were  se- 
lected by  the  sheriff,  who  chose  them  in  any  way  he  wished;* 
but  in  1805  a  new  law  required  that  prospective  Jurors  be 
chosen  by  lot  from  names  placed  inside  a  Jury  wheel  and 
"svifficiently  intermixed,"  The  task  of  drawing  names  from 
the  wheel  belonged  to  the  sheriff  and  the  county  conmiission- 
era.*   In  1867,  however,  the  office  of  Jury  commissioner 
was  created  to  take  over  some  of  the  duties  connected  with 
the  selection  of  Jurors.' 

In  each  coxinty  there  are  two  Jury  commissioners,  "aobeij 
intelligent,  and  Judicious  persons."*  Each  elector  of  the 
county  votes  for  one  candidate  for  Jury  commissioner,  and 
the  two  persons  with  the  highest  n\jmber  of  votes  are  elect- 
ed?   In  any  county,  therefore,  there  is  usually  one  Jxiry 
commissioner  from  each  of  the  two  major  political  parties. 
At  first  they  served  for  3  years,®   but  their  tenure,  like 
that  of  all  coTinty  officers,  was  increased  to  4  years  by  a 
constitutional  amendment  of  1909."   A  Jury  commissioner  may 
be  re-elected  any  number  of  times.^   Vacancies  are  filled 
by  the  president  Judge  of  the  county  for  the  remainder  of 
the  original  term?    No  bond  is  required,  but  the  Jury 
commissioners  must  take  an  oath  before  they  draw  any  names 
from  the  wheel. 10   in  a  seventh-class  county  such  as.  Adams 
the  Jury  conmiiss loners  are  paid  $5  for  each  day  on  which 
they  are  actually  engaged  in  their  official  duties. 11 

Every  year  at  least  30  days  before  the  opening  of  the 
first  session  of  the  court  of  conmon  pleas,  the  Jury  com- 
missioners meet  with  the  president  Jxjdge  of  the  coimty  or  an 
additional  law  Judge.  Any  two  members  of  this  group  consti- 
tute a  quoriim.  They  select  alternately  from  the  list  of  the 
qualified  voters  those  whose  names  are  to  go  into  the  jury 
wheel.   After  they  have  placed  the  name  slips  in  the  wheel, 
it  is  locked  and  given  into  the  custody  of  the  Jury  commis- 
sioners, while  the  sheriff  has  charge  of  its  key. 1*   Later 


1»  1700,  II  St.  at  L.  152  oh.  ICTIII. 

2,  1805,  IVII  St.  at  L.  lOlli  1834  P.L.  5S  s«08.  79-96. 

5*  1867  P.L.   62* 

4«  Ibid.,  aao»  1* 

6.  THT.I   1929  P.L.   1278  aeo.  295  am.   1951  P.L.  401  sec.   !• 

6.  TSSf  P.L.   62  seo.  1. 

7*  Const.,  art.  UT,    aeo.  S  aa  am.  l909» 

8«  1829  P.L.  1278  aeo.  295  an.  1951  P.L.  401  seo.  1. 

9.  1867  P.L.   62  seo.   7|   1929  P.L.   1278  seo.  294. 

10.  1867  P.L.   62  seo.  5, 

11,  1925  P.L.   U2  Ho.   85  seo.   1. 
12*  1867  P.L.  62  aeo.  2. 
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the  JTiry  commissioners  and  the  sheriff,  or  any  two  of  these 
three,  draw  from  the  wheel  the  names  which  are  to  form  the 
jxiry  panels. ^^ 

The  jury  commissioners  may  appoint  a  clerk  to  help  in 
the  preparation  and  filling  of  the  jury  wheel  and  the  draw- 
ing of  jxirors'  names.   Approval  of  the  appointment  and  the 
clerk's  salary  must  be  given  by  the  covinty  commissioners. 
If  the  jury  commissioners  fail  to  choose  a  clerk  within  30 
days  after  qualifying  for  office,  one  is  selected  by  the 
county  commissioners.  ■'•*  Any  jury  commissioner  failing  to 
perform  any  of  the  duties  required  of  him  must  pay  a  fine  of 
$100.15 

The  law  does  not  require  that  any  records  be  kept  by 
the  jury  commissioners.   In  Adams  County,  however,  they 
kept  a  minute  book  from  1913  until  1930. 


300.   LEDGERS  (Minutes  of  Jury  Commissioners),  1913-30. 
1  vol. 
Minutes  of  meetings  of  jviry  comm.issl oners,  showing  date, 
judicial  district  no.,  name's  of  members  present,  number  of 
names  placed  in  jury  wheel,  names  and  addresses  of  citizens 
selected,  type  of  jiory,  term  of  court,  and  signature  of 
clerk.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.   No  index.   Hdw.  200 
pp.  10  X  6  X  3/4.   Comms.  off.  vlt. 


13.  1867  P.L.  62  sec.  3. 

14.  1903  P.L.  166  sec.  1  am.  1927  P.L.  17  sec.  1  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  soo.  295  am.  1933  P.L.  953. 

15.  1867  P.L.  62  sec.  6. 


XV.   BOARD  OF  REVISION 


The  power  of  revising  assessments  of  property  has  al- 
ways belonged  to  the  coxinty  coiranissioners,^   but  it  was  not 
until  1842  that  the  commissioners,  along  with  the  judges, 
were  named  as  an  ex  officio  board  just  for  this  purpose.  An 
amendment  enacted  2  years  later  provided  that  the  judges  no 
longer  belong  to  the  board  of  revision ,2   which  has  ever 
since  consisted  of  the  county  commissioners  alone.   The 
cqminissioner  holding  the  oldest  certificate  of  election  acts 
as'  president  of  the  board.  A  special  oath  is  taken  before 
the  prothonotary  or  the  court  of  common  pleas.   It  Is  lodged 
with  the  recorder  of  deeds, 3   No  additional  bond  is  re- 
quired from  the  members,  who  receive  no  extra  compensation 
for  their  services  on  the  board. 

As  soon  as  the  local  assessors  hp.ve   made  their  returns, 
the  board  publishes  in  at  least  2  newspapers  a  statement 
shov/ing  the  aggregate  value  of  the  assessments  made  by  each 
assessor.   In  this  statement  the  board  announces  a  date 
within  30  days  on  which  it  will  finally  determine  whether 
any  of  the  assessments  have  been  made  below  a  just  rate. 
This  rate  is  defined  as  not  less  than  the  amount  which  the 
property  would  bring  if  disposed  of  at  public  sale.   Mean- 
while, prior  to  the  revision  date,  the  members  of  the  board 
may  consider  the  various  returns,  preparatory  to  making 
their  final  decision.   During  this  interim  any  taxable 
inhabitant  may  come  to  the  office  of  the  board  in  order  to 
examine  the  returns,  and  may  communicate  in  writing  with  the 
board  concerning  any  property  which  he  believes  has  been 
assessed  too  low.   On  the  day  appointed  for  the  revision  of 
assessments,  the  board  may  either  raise  or  lower  the  valua- 
tions made  by  the  assessors.   If  the  members  of  the  board 
do  not  complete  the  work  on  the  designated  day,  they  may 
adjoxorn  from  day  to  day  until  they  do  so.* 

When  the  revisions  of  the  triennial  assessments  are 
completed,  accurate  transcripts  of  the  assessments  are  made 
by  the  clerk  of  the  county  commissioners.   These  transcripts, 
on  which  are  noted  the  percental  rate  of  the  tax  and  the 
date  of  appeal,  are  sent  to  the  various  local  assessors  on 
or  before  the  second  Monday  in  April.   It  is  the  responsi- 


1.  1715,  III  St.  at  L.  83  sec.  2;  1724-25,  IV  St.  at  L.  175  sec. 
7;  1799,  3  Sra.L.  393  sec.  7  sup.  1834  P.L.  509  sec.  13;  1799,  3  Sn.L. 
393  sec.  10  sup.  1834  P.L.  509  sec.  15  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601. 

2.  1842  P.L.  441  sees.  10-13  am.  1844  P.L.  501  rep.  1933  P.L.  853 
sec.  601  but  reen.  in  sees.  501-520. 

3.  1842  P.L.  441  sec.  10  am.  1844  P.L.  501  rep.  1933  P.L.  853  sec. 
601  but  reen.  in  sec.  501. 

4.  1933  P.L.  853  sees.  502-505. 
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blilty  of  the  assasaors  to  give  to  each  person  taxed  a  writ- 
ten or  printed  notice  of  the  amoxint  at  which  the  property 
is  assessed,  the  tax  rate,  and  the  time  and  place  of  appeal. 
During  the  years  of  the  inter-triennial  assessments,  it  is 
necessary  to  give  this  notice  only  to  people  who  have  ac- 
quired property  or  whose  assessments  have  been  changed  since 
the  preceding  triennial  assessment.   Such  changes  occur  only 
when  property  has  been  destroyed  or  improved,  when  minerals 
have  been  mined  out,  and  when  a  taxpayer's  occupation  has 
been  changed  so  as  to  alter  his  assessment  for  the  occupa- 
tion tax.   At  the  time  that  this  notice  is  given  to  the 
persons  assessed,  they  must  be  informed  if  the  board  has 
raised  the  valuation  placed  on  their  properties  by  the 
assessor.  At  this  time  the  board  also  publishes  an  announce- 
ment of  the  time -and  place  of  appeal. ° 

Appeals  may  be  made  only  in  the  years  of  the  triennial 
assessments  except  in  cases  in  which  the  alterations  in 
value  already  mentioned  have  occurred.   They  may  be  heard 
either  at  the  co\inty  seat  or  in  the  political  division  niiere 
they  originated, 6  but  in  all  cases  the  assessor  must  attend 
the  appeals  of  persons  from  his  district.  Appeals  are  heard 
not  only  on  the  announced  date,  but  at  any  time  prior  to  the 
payment  of  the  taxes.  After  hearing  the  appeals  from  the 
persons  assessed,  the  board  uses  its  own  discretion  as  to 
changing  the  assessments.*^   Thereupon  the  assessment  stands. 
Appeals  from,  the  board's  decision  are  made  only  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas ^   and  thence  to  the  Supreme  Cd\irt  or  the  Su- 
perior Court .^   The  board  has  similar  powers  in  connection 
with  the  assessments  of  personal  property .•^'^ 

When  all  the  appeals  have  been  disposed  of,  duplicates 
are  made  of  the  assessments  as  determined  finally  by  the 
board.    The  board  firrnishes  duplicates  to  all  third-  and 
fourth-class  school  districts  for  their  own  use  on  levying 
school  taxes. ^2 

Similar  duties  belong  to  the  board  when  a  judgment  has 
been  obtained  against  a  property  on  which  tax  claims  exist. 
If  the  market  value  of  the  property  above  its  encumbrances 
Is  less  than  the  amount  of  taxes  and  municipal  claims  due, 
the  board  may  file  In  the  court  which  issued  the  judgment 


5.  1933  P.L.  853  sees.  507-510, 

6.  1923  P.L.  154  reb.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  601  but  reen.  in  sec. 
513. 

7.  1933  P.L.  853  sees.  511-513,  517. 

8.  1933  P.L.  518  am.  1935  P.L.  674  sec.  1  further  an.  1935  P.L. 
1007. 

9.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  519. 

10=  1913  P.L.  507  No.  335  sees.  5-12. 

11.  1933  P.L.  853  sec.  514. 

12.  Ibid.,  sec.  515. 
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a  certificate  showing  the  market  value  and  those  liens  and 
enctunbrances  except  taxes  which  would  not  be  discharged  by 
a  sale  at  such  a  price.   This  valuation  serves  as  a  guide 
in  setting  the  upset  price  below  which  it  cannot  be  sold. 

The  law  does  not  require  that  any  records  be  kept  by 
the  board  of  revision.  A  record  of  appeals  from  assessments 
has  been  kept,  however,  during  various  years  of  the  co\inty's 
existence. 


301.   APPEAL  BOOK,  1800-1859,  1912—.   33  vols.  (31 

vols,  dated;  2  vols,  unlabeled).  Title  varies: 
Appeal  Duplicates,  1800-1859,  31  vols. 
Record  of  assessed  valuations  on  property  compiled  for  tax 
appeal  hearings,  showing  tax  year;  name  and  address  of  taxa- 
ble; location  and  description  of  property;  market  and  as- 
sessed valuation;  type,  rate,  and  amount  of  tax;  reason  of 
appeal;  date  adjusted;  and  amount  of  abatement.   Arr.  alph. 
by  first  letter  of  siirname  of  taxable,  1800-1859;  arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  entry,  1912 — ,   No  index.   Hdw.  and  hdw. 
on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  250  pp.  12  x  9  x  1.^.   Corams,  off.  vlt. 


13.  1939  P.L.  1100. 


XVI .      TREASURER 


Evolution  and  Struct%u'al  Organization 

When  Adams   County  was  created,   the   office   of  county 
treasurer  was   already  a  well   established  one   in  Pennsyl- 
vania 7*      Until  1841,   when  he  became  an  elective   officer ,2 
the  county  treasurer  was  appointed  annually  by  the  county 
commissioners.' 

For  at  least  a  year  before  his  election  the  treasxa-er 
must  have  been  a   citizen  and  a  resident   of  the  county.* 
His   term  of  office  was   increased  ih  2  years   in  1841,    to  3 
years   in  1874,   and  finally  set  at   4  years   in  1909,®        The 
treasxirer  is  not  eligible  for  re-election.*        The  law  stipu- 
lates that  a  number   of  officials  may  not  be  coxmty  treasur- 
er during  their  continuance  in  office.     These  include  the 
judges,   prothonotary,   clerk  of  co\irts,  register  of  wills, 
recorder   of  deeds,  and  coimty  commissioners. ^       A  county 
auditor  may  not  be  treasurer  until  2  years  after  the  con- 
clusion of  his  term  of  office. 8 

Under  certain  circxunstances  the  treasxirer  may  be  re- 
mcfved  from  office.      If  the  commissioners  believe  that  he   is 
misusing  or  improperly  managing  the  county  funds,  they  peti- 
tion the   coTirt   of  quarter   sessions,    stating  the  facta.      If 
the  co\irt  believes  that  the  complaint  is  well  fotmded,   it 
may  make   an  order  for   his  removal  or  nay  demand  the  produc- 
tion of  addltonal  security  by  the  treasurer.®       On  request 
of  the  Auditor  General,  the  commissioners  remove  a  treasurer 


1.  The  Frane  of  the  Govenment  (1682)  in  CbAXter  to  Willian  Pean^ 
p.  97  sees.  17,  18 j  The  Frame  of  the  Govenaaeiit  (169^ )  In  Charter  to 
William  Penn,  p.  258  seo.  Sj   1700,  II  St.  at  L.  34  sec.  3»  1710-11,  II 
St.  at  l7T59  sec.  5j  1724-25,   IT  St.  at  L.   10  see.  13;   1759-60,  VI  St. 
at  L.  8  seo.  12. 

2.  1841  P.L.  400  800.  1. 

S.  1799,  3  Sm^.L.  375  seo.  13  aup.  1826  P.L.  247  aee.  2  sup.  1834 
P.L.  537  sec.  27. 

4.  Const.,  art.  XIV^  see«  3. 

5.  1841  P.L.  400  seo.  1  sap.  Const.,  art.  HV,   seo.  2  as  am.  1909} 
1841  P.L.  400  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1061  but  reen.  as  am.  in 
seo.  141. 

6.  1841  P.L.  400  seo.  3  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1061  but  reen. 
in  seo.  142. 

7.  1799,  3  Sm.L.  393  seo.  13  ,8 up.  1834  P.L.  537  seo.  28  rep.  1841 
P.L*  400  seo.  9  but  reen.  as  am.  in  seo.  3  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051 
but  reen.  in  seo.  142. 

8.  1871  P.L.  79  sec.  2  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  1051  but  reen,  as 
am.  in  see.  122. 

9.  1841  P.L.  400  seo.  6  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  144. 
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who  has  not  filed  a  bond  with  that  officer .^°   The  court  of 
cominon  pleas  may  dismiss  the  treasurer  if  he  willfully  re- 
fuses to  settle  his  accounts  with  the  State.   In  that  case 
only,  vacancies  are  filled  by  the  commissioners  -until  the 
next  general  election. ^^   All  other  types  of  vacancies  are 
filled  by  the  Governor.   The  appointee  holds  office  until  a 
new  treasurer  is  selected  in  the  first  municipal  election 
which  takes  place  2  or  more  months  after  the  vacancy  occtu?- 
red.l2 

Before  he  may  assvme  office  the  county  treasurer  must 
take  an  oath  which  is  filed  with  the  prothonotary.^'   He  is 
also  required  to  give  bond,  in  the  amount  determined  by  the 
co'unty  commissioners,  as  security  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  duties  to  the  county.^*   A  second  bond,  with  the 
amount  determined  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  is  security 
for  the  performance  of  his  duties  toward  the  State.  This 
bond  is  sent  to  the  Auditor  General  and  is  recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds. *^   The  compensation  of  the 
treasurer  consists  of  fees  and  commissions,  the  amovmts  of 
which  are  fixed  by  the  coxinty  commissioners  and  auditors. 

Functions  and  Records 

The  treasurer  receives  all  moneys  paid  to  the  county 
and  pays  out  all  money  disbursed  by  the  county.   He  is  per- 
mitted to  pay  out  the  coiinty  funds  only  on  warrants  drawn  by 
a  majority  of  the  commissioners.^^  The  law  of  1937  pr'ovides 
that  he  be  treasurer  of  the  county  institution  district  as 
well,  and  that  he  receive  an"  additional  compensation  for  his 
services  in  that  capacity. ^^  All  fees  of  salaried  officers 
are  paid  over  to  the  treasurer .^^  The  treasxarer  may  not  be 
interested  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  contract 
in  which  the  county  is  a  party  or  of  which  the  work  is  done 
under  the  authority  of  the  county  c omnia si oners.   Upon    „ 
conviction  the  treasurer  is  fined  and  removed  from  office. 


10.  1834  P.L.  657  see.  36  rep.  1929  P.L.  12T8  seo.  1051  but  reen» 
in  sec.  146. 

11.  1859  P.L.  607  sees.  1,  2. 

12.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  60  am.  1931  P.L.  401  see.  1. 

13.  1795,  XV  St.  at  L.  322  sec.  11;  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  53. 

14.  1799,  3  Sta.L.  393  seo.  13  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  33  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  see.  143  am.  1933  P.L.  950  No.  185. 

15.  1828  P.L.  491  seo.  1  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  34  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  145. 

16.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  41  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  150. 

17.  1799,  3  aa.L.  393  sec.  13  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  seo.  37  rep. 
1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  362. 

18.  1937  P.L.  2017  seos.  302,  303. 

19.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  302. 

20.  1806,  X7III  St.  at  L.  222  oh.  2693  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  see.  43 
rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  64;  1841  P.L.  400  sec. 
6  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  64. 
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It  is  also  a  misdemeanor,  with  similar  resultant  penalties, 
for  him  to  use  the  county  funds  for  any  purpose  other  than 
that  for  which  they  were  designated. 21 

An  important  duty  of  the  treas\irer  is  to  receive  all 
State  and  coiinty  taxes  from  the  local  tax  collectors.^ 
When  the  collectors  settle  their  accounts  with  him  they  must 
state  under  oath  that  they  have  made  true  and  Just  accoxints 
of  the  money  which  they  collected.  These  oaths  are  adminis- 
tered by  the  treasurer  and  filed  with  the  commissioners.^' 
Whenever  any  borough  cannot  proc\u?e  the  services  of  a  local 
resident  to  act  as  tax  colleetor,  the  borough  council  may 
appoint  the  county  treasurer  as  tax  collector.  "The  treaauro? 
in  ttirn  Is  authorized  to  name  a  deputy  to  perform  these 
duties.    A  similar  procediire  may  be  followed  in  case  of 
vacancies  in  the  office  of  township  tax  collector.  ^6 

The  treasurer  is  the  agent  of  the  State  for  the  collec- 
tion of  various  license  f^es  and  taxes.    These  Include 
mercantile  license  taxes  ^  and  the  similar  taxes  on  auction- 
eers, brokers,  agents,  and  factors, 28  as  well  as  license 
fees  for  operators  of  numerous  types  of  amusements, ^9  hawk- 
ers and  peddlers, 50  dog  owners,  51  kennel  keepers ,'2  flsher- 
men,55  and  hunters  .5*   Prom  the  gross  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived for  the  Commonwealth,  the  treasxarer  is  entitled  to 
deduct  a  commission,  the  amount  of  which  is  set  by  isw,  56 


21.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  148. 

22.  1891  P.L.  212  No.  185  sec.  1. 

23.  1846  P.L.  486  sec.  19. 

24.  1927  P.L.  519  sec.  901  am.  1933  P.L.  817  Ho.  135  sec.  1  further 
am.  1935  P.L.  1208. 

-26.  1933  P.L.  103  sec.  423  am.  1935  P.L.  1205. 

26.  1929  P.L.  343  sees.  607,  610. 

27.  1846  P.L.  486  sec.  11;  1899  P.L.  145  sec.  5  am.  1929  P.L.  681 
sec.  2 J  1907  P.L.  117  No.  93. 

28.  1907  P.L.  175  sec.  4  am.  1929  P.L.  687  sec.  2. 

29.  1895  P.L.  249  sec.  1  rep.  1913  P.L.  229  sec.  24  but  reen.  as 
am.  in  sec.  6}  1907  P.L.  244  sec.  3. 

30.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  38;  1901  P.L.  563  sec.  1. 

31.  1925  P.L.  522  sec.  3  am.  1925  P.L.  641  further  am.  1927  P.L. 
83'3  sec.  2  further  am.  1929  P.L.  456. 

32.  1921  P.L.  522  sec.  11  am.  1925  P.L.  115  sec.  1  further  am. 
1927  P.L.  833  sec,  6  further  am.  1929  P.L.  456  sec.  3. 

33.  1917  P.L.  11;  1925  P.L.  448  sec.  220  am.  1927  P.L.  773  further 
em.  1929  P.L.  451  further  am.  1933  P.L.  1419  sec.  2  further  am.  1935 
P.L.  1145  further  am.  .1937  P.L.  2643  sec.  1  further  am.  1939  P.L.  834 
sec.  4;  1925  P.L.  448  sec.  221  am.  1929  P.L.  451  sec.  2  further  am.  1935 
P.L.  1145  further  am.  1937  P.L.  2643  sec.  1  further  am.  1939  P.L.  834 o 
sec.  4;  1925  P.L.  448  sec.  225  am.  1927  P.L.  773  sec.  2  further  am.  1929 
P.L.  451  sec.  6  further  am.  1939  P.L.  831;  1925  P.L.  639  sec.  8. 

34.  1923  P.L.  339  sec.  304  am.  1927  P.L.  815  sec.  1  rep.  1937  P.L. 
1225  sec.  1501  but  reen.  in  sec.  301. 

55.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  42  am.  1925  P.L.  656  further  am.  1927  P.L 
475;  1850  P.L.  471  sec.  7. 
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With  the  consent   of  the  Department   of  Revenue,   the  treastzr- 
er  may  hire  extra  employees  for  work  relating  to  the  Issu- 
ance, of  licenses.'^ 

Before   July  1  of  every  year  the  mercantile  appraiser 
certifies  to  the  treastirer  a  correct   list  of  all  persons 
assessed  with  the  mercantile  tax.     This   list  Contains  the 
name,   address,   classification,   and  amo\mt   of  tax  assessed 
for  each  merchant.  Any  merchant  aggrieved  by  the  amount 

which  he  is  assessed  may  appeal  to  the  county  treasurer  and 
the  mercantile  appraiser  sitting  together.     Further  appeals 
are. made  to  the  court   of  common  pleas.'^       If  a  merchant 
fails  to  file  a  ret\arn,  he  must  appear  before  the  treasxa'er 
with  his  books  and  accounts.     Thereupon  the  treasurer  eval- 
uates the  amount   of  business  done.      In  connection  with  the^e 
duties  the  treasiirer  may  issue   subpoenas   and  attachments.'® 
In  addition  he   sues  for  the  collection  of  all  mercantile 
license  fees  not  paid  on  or  before  September  1.      If  he  is 
satisfied  that  there  is  a   good  and  sufficient  reason  why 
payment   cannot  be  made,   he  reports   the  f|gt  to  the  Auditor 
General,   who  may  then  make   exonerations.  Similar  powers 

are  vested  in  the  treasxirer  in  connection  with  the   license 
fees   paid  by  brokers,   agents,   and  other  vendors   of  intang- 
ibles,*1      When  all  appeals  have  been  heard  and  exonerations, 
granted,   the  treas\irer  certifies  the  corrected  lists  and 
sends  them  to  the  Department  of  Revenue.** 

An  additional  license  granted  by  the  treasurer  is  that 
given  to  gypies  who  wish  to  camp  with  the  coimty. ^     He 
also  issues  dance  hall  licenses  in  the  townships,  **     and  a 
special  license  to  catch  wild  pigeons.*^      He  collects  in- 
heritance taxes  received  prior  to  the  filing  of  the  register 
of  wills'   bond  with  the  State?^ 


36.  JL921  P.L.  522  sec.  3  am.  1925  P.L.  641  further  am.  1927  P.L. 
833  see.  2  further  an.  192§  P.L.   456  see.  1;   1929  P.L.   343  sec.  610(d). 

37.  1899  P.L.  184  see.  9  am.  1923  P.L.  986  sec.  2  further  am.  1926 
P.L.  700  sec.  2  further  am.  1929  P.L.  681  aeo.  5.' 

38.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  6  am.  1929  P.L.   681  sec.  3. 
89.     1899  P.L.  184  sec.  5  am.  1929  P.L.  681  sec.  2. 

40.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  7  am.  1901  P.L.  565  sec.  1  further  am.  1919 
P.L.  1072  sec.  1  further  am.  1923  P.L.  986  sec.  1. 

41.  1907  P.L.  175  sees.  5,   6  am.  1929  P.L.   687  sees.   3.   4. 

42.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  9  am.  1923  P.L.  986  sec.  2  further  am.  1925 
P.L.  700  sec.  2  further  am.  1929  P.L.   681  sec.  5. 

45.     1909  P.L.  445. 

44.  1927  P.L.  968   sec.  2. 

45.  1881  P.L.  95. 

46.  1929  P.L.   343  sec.  608. 
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During  various   parioda    of   Pennsylvania's   history,    the 
county  treasurer  had  powers   concerned  with  the   issuing  of 
liqHor  and  tavern  licenses.      Until   1387  he   issued  such  li- 
censes  to  persons  recommended  by  the   court   of  quarter   ses- 
sions.*'''     Fr.om  1933  until   1937  the   treastirer   granted   "re- 
tail dispenser"  malt  beverage    licenses. 48      Persons   to  whom 
he   refused   such  licenses    appealed  to  the   court   of  quarter 
sessions.      At   the   hearing  the   treasiirer  had  to  give  testi- 
mony.     No  further   appeal  was   possible .^^       Now,    however, 
these  powers    are  vested   in  the   Pennsylvania   Liquor   Control 
Board. oO 

An  important  duty  of   the   treasurer   is   the   selling  of 
land   on  which  the   taxes   have  not  been  paid.      Originally  only 
vinseated   lands   were   apld   for  taxes,    and   the   sheriff  was   in 
charge   of   such  sales. ^^       In  1009  this   responsibility  was 
transferred  to  the   county  troas-urer,52    who  was   authorized  to 
execute  the  deeds   for   all   such  property  sold. 65      Since  1844 
he   has   been  permitted  to  sell   seated  as   well  as   unseated 
land   for  delinquency  of  taxeaf*        During  the  depression  all 
such  sales   were   generally  postponed ,55    but   at   present   they 
are   again  taking  place.      No  tax   sale   may  be  held   prior   to 
the   second  year  after   that   in  which  the  xmpaid  taxes   were 
levied  or   after   5  years   from  the   date   on  which  the   taxes 
were   first   entered   on  ..the  Tax  Ret\irn  Docket?^       For  ^   suc- 
cessive weeks   prior  to  the   sale   the  treasurer  advertises   it 
in  two  newspapers   of  the  county,   and  gives  written  notice 
to  the  person  in  possession  of  the  property.     To  secure  the 
property  the  purchaser  must   offer  enough  to  pay  the  delin- 
quent taxes,   the  treasurer's   fee,   and  the  cost   of  advertis- 
ing p7 

Within  2  years  after  a  treastirer's   sale,   the   original 
owner  may  redeem  the  property  by  repaying  the  amount   given 


47.  1794,  Tf  St.  at  L.  149   seos.  1,   2{   1811,   5  &.L*  228   seo.  20 
8up«  1887  P.L.  108  seo*  2  which  provided  that  the  eo\u*t  alone  issue 
these  lioensesj   1815,   6  Sn.L.  256  seo.  1  sx:^.  1834  P.L.  117  rep.  1933 
P.L.  1853  seo.  601. 

48.  1938  P.L.  252  seo.  5  am.  1933-34  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  75  No.  14 
further  am.  1935  P.L.  1217  furtheir  am.  1937  P.L.  1827. 

49.  19S3  P.L.  252  ««»•  7  am.  1955  P.L.  1217  further  am.  1987  P.L. 
1827. 

50.  1987  P.L.  1827  so  amends  1933  P.L.  252  that  the  treasurer's 
duties  in  -Oils  respeot  are  all  taken  away. 

51.  1799,   8  aii.L.  895  seo.  25  rep.  1804  P.L.  517,   4  aa.L.  201  see. 
7  but  reen.  in  seo.  2. 

52.  1809  P.L.  192,   5  Sa.L.  78  seo.  Ip  1815,   6  Sn.L.   299, 
55.     1815,   6  Sn.L.  299  seo.  2  am.   1953  P.L.   34  No.  29. 

54.  1844  P.L.   486  seo.   41}   1897  P.L.   11. 

55.  1931  P.L.  280  seo.  8  am.  1982  {8p,  Sess.)  P.L.  50  further  am. 
1933  P.L.   39  further  am.  1939  P.L.   498   seo.  7;   1935  P.L.   3. 

56.  1931  P.L.   280  seo.  8  am.  1939  P.L.   498   seo.  7. 

57.  1847  P.L.   278   seo.  2  am.  1925  P.L.  82}   1829  P.L.  1684  seo.   5 
rep.  1988  P.L.  280  seo.  22  but  reen.  in  seo.  7  am.  1989  P.L.  '^8  seo.  8. 


216  ADAMS  COUMTY 


by  the  purchaser  in  addition  to  15  percent  of  the  taxes 
which  v/ere  (Jue.^   At  the  first  term  of  court  after  a  treas- 
tirer's  sale,  the  treasurer  must  make  a  report  and  a  return 
to  the  court  of  common  pleas.   In  this  report  is  a  brief 
description  of  the  property,  the  name  of  the  person  in  whose 
name  it  was  assessed,  the  time  of  advertising  the  sale,  the 
name  of  the  purchaser,  and  the  amount  paid.   Thereupon  the 
court  confirms  the  sale  nisi.   The  treasurer  publishes  a 
notice  in  a  newspaper  that  the  sale  was  made  and  that  ex- 
ceptions to  it  may  be  filed  within  60  days.   If  there  are 
exceptions  the  court  of  common  pleas  decides  whether  they 
are  to  be  sustained?^   After  the  purchase  the  treasxirer 
gives  a  deed  to  the  buyer^^   The  treasurer  may  sell  again 
all  seated^-'-  and  unseated^^  lands  taken  over  by  the  com- 
missioners and  tinredeemed. 

In  Adams  Coxmty  the  treasvirer  is  a  member  of  the  sink- 
ing fund  commission.   The  other  officers  who  belong  to  this 
commission  are  the  county  commissioners  and  the  auditors.^' 

A  number  of  reports  must  be  made  by  the  treastirer  to 
other  officials.   Fpiar  times  a  year  he  reports  to  the 
county  commissioners  on  the  financial  status  of  the  covinty, 
with  a  statement  of  all  money  received  or  disbtirsed  since 
the  last  report.  At  that  time  the  treasurer  exhibits  the 
balance  remaining  and  the  amotint  of  taxes  due  from  each  tax 
collector.   Annually  he  states  his  accounts  and  produces 
his  vouchers  which,  after  examination  by  the  commissioners, 
are  laid  before  the  auditors  for  settlement.^   Re  makes  a 
monthly  statement  to  every  municipality  and  school  district 
of  the  covoity.   This  gives  a  detailed  report  of  all  delin- 
quent taxes,  penalties,  fines,  and  costs  collected  by  him. 
Along  with  this  report  he  remits  tne  money  due  to  the  bor- 
ough, township,  or  school  district. ^^ 

Every  year  on  or  before  March  15  the  treasurer  makes  a 
report  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  showing  the  amount  of 
outstanding  indebtedness  of  the  county  as  of  January  1  of 
that  year.   This  report  also  shows  the  interest  rates  and 
the  dates  on  which  dividends  are  due.  Whenever  the  covinty 
makes  a  payment  of  interest,  the  treasurer  must  report  this 


58.  1615,  6  an.L.  299  seo.  4  am.  1955  P.L.  663;  1929  P.L.1684  8M. 
12  rep.  1931  P.L.  280  seo.  22  but  reen.  in  seo.  9  am.  1935  P.L.  661  fui^ 
ther  am.  1935  P.L.  1321  further  am.  1939  P.L.  498  sec.  5. 

59.  1931  P.L.  280  seo.  12  am.  1939  P.L.  498  seo.  7. 

60.  1931  P.L,  280  sec.  14;  1933  P.L.  924  No.  174. 

61.  1885  P.L.  268  sec.  4* 

62.  1815  P.L.  177,  6  Sta.L.  299  seo.  5. 

63.  1911  P.L.  895  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.  395. 

64.  1799,  3  Sn.L.  393  sec.  14  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  seo.  37  rep. 
1926  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo.  362. 

65.  1933  P.L.  1022. 
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fact  irmnediately.   These  reports  to  the  Departi..o-nt  of  Rev- 
enue must  give  any  other  Information  required  h^   the  De- 
partment. 6°   On  the  first  yonday  of  every  month  the  treasur- 
er must  render  to  the  Department  a  return  of  all  moneys 
received  during  the  preceding  month  for  the  use  of  the 
Commonwealth,   It  clearly  shov/s  under  the  proper  headings 
the  so\irce  from  which  all  money  was  obtained.   This  report 
Is  made  under  oath,  and  at  the  same  time  the  money  is  paid 
over  to  the  Department  of  Revenue  less  any  compensation  or 
reimbursement  which  is  legally  permitted  for  expenses. 67 
The  treas\irer  sends  an  annual  report  to  the  Auditor  General 
of  money  received  by  him  for  the  use  of  the  coimty.  68  He 
transmits  to  the  Auditor  General  a  copy  of  the  mercantile 
appraiser's  lists. ^^ 

Once  a  month  the  treasiorer  sends  to  the  Department  of 
Revenue  a  list  of  all  resident  and  nonresident  fishing,  li- 
censes granted  by  him,  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
licensees  entered  on  blanks  fxirnished  by  the  State 70   Simi- 
lar reports  are  sent  in  concerning  hunting  licenses. ^^ 
When  a  person  licensed  to  htint  or  fish  wishes  to  use  fire- 
arms just  for  that  purpose,  he  registers  this  fact  with  the 
treasurer,  who  sends  a  cony  of  the  registration  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth72   A  report  of  all  dog  licenses 
is  sent  to  the  Department  of  Revenue. 73 

The  treasurer  must  Inform  the  Secretary  of  Forests  and 
Waters  and  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  of  all  proposed 
sales  of  unseated  lands  for  taxes.   This  is  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  to  buy  such  lands  for  their  departments  if  they 
are  interested.^* 

The  treasurer  is  obliged  to  keep  a  true  account  of  all 
moneys  which  he  receives  or  dlsbvirses.^^  Records  of  taxa- 
tion form  an  important  part  of  the  financial  papers  in  the 
treas\irer's  office.   He  is  supposed  to  keep  a  Tax  CollectcaT'a 


66*  1929  P.L.  343  seo.  709* 

67.  1834  P.L.  537  see.  59;  1929  P.L.  343  seo.  901  am.  1951  P.L.  518 
seo*  1}  1929  P.L*  345  seo.  1710. 

68.  1850  P.L.  147  seo.  5  rep.  as  far  as  Inoonsl stent  with  the  pro- 
▼isions  of  1929  P.L.  343  in  seo.  1805  of  that  aot. 

69.  1846  P.L.  486  seo.  12;  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  8  am.  1909  P.L.  297 
seo.  1  further  am.  1929  P.L.  687  seo.  6  deals  with  intangiblesj  1907 
P.L.  244  sec.  4  applies  to  bilUards;  1913  P.L.  229  seo.  13  am.  1929  P.L. 
691  sec.  6  applies  to  amusements. 

70.  1925  P.L.  448  seo.  224  am.  1929  P.L.  451  seo.  5  further  am. 
1935  P.L.  150  seo.  1  further  am.  1937  P.L.  2643  sec.  4. 

71.  1923  P.L.  359  seo.  308  am.  1929  P.L.  444  seo.  6  further  am. 
1935  P.L.  151  rep.  1937  P.L.  1225  seo.  1501  but  reen.  in  sec.  310. 

72.  1931  P.L.  497  seo.  6  am.  1935  P.L.  350. 

73.  1921  P.L.  522  sec.  15  am.  1929  P.L.  456  sec.  6.  Until  1929 
this  was  sent  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

74.  1897  P.L.  11  seo.  1. 

75.  1799,  3  an.L.  393  sec.  14  sup.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  37  rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo.  362. 
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Address  Book  which  gives  the  name  and  address  and  various 
additional  facts  concerning  every  tax  collector  of  the 
county. ^^   In  Adams  County,  however,  these  data  are  not  en- 
tered in  a  separate  book,  but  are  found  in  the  Tax  Register, 
a  more  inclusive  record.  These  volxunes,  kept  since  1822, 
form  a  record  of  the  treasurer's  accounts  with  all  the  tax 
collectors.   In  addition  he  has  kept  duplicate  receipts  for 
county  taxes  paid  since  1927,  and  a  record  of  tax  collect orrf 
reports  of  delinquent  taxes  from  1875  until  1895."   Records 
of  tax  sales,  found  in  most  coxxnties,  are  absent  from  the 
records  of  the  treasvirer  of  Adams  County  because  of  the  fact 
that  this  procedure  is  not  followed  in  this  county. 

His  general  acco\ints  are  in  the  form  of  a  daily  record 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  and  have  been  preserved  for 
most  of  the  years  since  1805.   Since  1872  he  has  kept  a  sep- 
arate financial  record  of  hiS  account  with  th6  county,  en- 
titled Settlement  Book.  He  is  required  to  keep  a  special 
account  book  of  all  money  received  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
monwealth from  licenses  issued  by  him.'°   Since  1928  he  has 
kept  a  daily  record  of  such  money. 

Many  of  the  treasurer's  records  relate  to  the  various 
types  of  licenses  issued  from  his  office.  These  include  re- 
cent bills  as  prepared  by  the  mercantU-a  appraiser,  dupli- 
cates of  receipts  issued  since  1930  for  the  payment  of  the 
mex-cantile  license  tax,  and  tJie  mercantile  appraiser's  lists 
for  the  years  1882  and  1915.^^   The  records  relating  to  beer 
and  liqu(5r  licenses  issued  by  the  treasurer  consist  of  dup- 
licates of  receipts  issued  for  payments  of  liquor  license 
fees  in  1915  and  1916,  a  record  of  the  cash  received  for 
those  fees  during  various  years  prior  to  1902,  and  applica- 
tion for  beverage  licenses,  with  the  bonds  of  the  applicants 
for  the  period  from  1933  \mtil  1937.80   gg  ^g  required  to 
keep  on  file  duplicates  of  h\uating81  and  fishing  82  licenses 
issued  by  him.  In  Adams  CoTinty  both  of  these  records  are 
for  the  years  1930  to  1933  and  since  1938.   He  has  also 
kept  duplicates  of  his  monthly  reports  to  the  Department  of 


76.  1915  P.L.  11;  1927  P.L.  519  see.  1303. 

77.  1897  P.L.  242  r«p.  as  to  bor«.  taxes  1927  P.L.  519  see.  330  but 
reen*  in  seo*  1080* 

78.  1834  P.L.  537  seo.  38. 

79.  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  9  ni.  1928  P.L.  986  sec.  2  further  am.  1925 
P.L.  700  seo.  2  further  am.  1929  P.L.  681  seo.  5. 

80.  1933  P.L.  252  sec.  10  am.  1953-34  (Sp.  Sees.)  P.L.  75  No.  14 
further  am.  1935  P.L.  1217  rep.  1937  P.L.  1827. 

81.  1923  P.L.  359  see.  308  am.  1929  P.L.  444  sec.  6  further  am. 
1935  P.L.  151  rep.  1937  P.L.  1225  seo.  1501(IV)  but  reen.  in  seo.  310. 

82.  1925  P.L.  448  seo.  223  am.  1929  P.L.  451  seo.  4  further  an. 
1939  P.L.  881« 
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Revenue  of  hunting  and  fishing  licenses  granted  "by  him. 
Although  not  required  to  do  so,  he  has  also  kept  duplicates 
of  the  special  firearms  permits  which  he  issues  in  connec- 
tion with  hunting  and  fishing  licenses.   He  is  also  obliged 
to  keep  duplicates  of  dog^'  and  kennel^*  licenses  issued  by 
him. 

Unless  otherwise  indicated  records  of  the  treasurer  are 
found  in  the  office  vault. 


Taxation 
(See  also  entries,  2-13) 

302.  TAX  REGISTER,  1822—.  14  vols.  Title  varies: 
Ledger,  1322-58,  4  vols.;  Tax  Book,  1859-71,  2 
vols. 

Record  of  treasurer's  SCCDunts  with  tax  collectors,  showing 
tax  year,  names  of  collectors  and  civil  division,  amo\ints 
and  type  of  taxes  and  rebates,  totals,  and  balances.  Arr. 
alph.  by  name  of  civil  division  and  chron.  therexinder  by 
date  of  entry.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd,  fm.  Aver.  300  pp. 

13  X  12|  X  4.   2  vols.,  1859-71,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  12  vols, 
1822-58,  1872—,  off.  vlt. 

303.  (RECEIPTS  OF  TAXES),  1927—.   19  vols. 
Duplicate  receipts  for  payment  of  county  taxes,  showing  dat^ 
receipt  no.,  name  and  address  of  taxable,  type  and  amount  of 
tax,  and  signature  of  treasiorer.  Arr.  num.  by  receipt  no. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  300  pp.  10  x  12  x  1. 

304.  COLLECTORS  REPORTS  TO  TREASURER,  1875-95.   1  vol. 
Record  of  tax  collectors'  reports  of  delinquent  taxes,  show^ 
ing  date,  name  and  address  of  taxable,  name  of  collector,  a- 
mount  and  type  of  tax,  date  and  amount  of  payment,  and  bal- 
ance due.  Arr.  ohron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw. 

14  X  8-^  X  1.   Bsmt.  vlt.  B. 


83.  1921  P.L.  622  see.  14  am*  1927  P.L.  83S  see.  8  further  ani* 
1929  P.L.  456  seo.  4;  1921  P.L.  522  see.  15  am.  1929  P.L.  456  seo.  5. 

84.  1921  P,L.  622  eec*  14  am.  1927  P.L.  833  seo.  8  fuii;her  am. 
1929  P.L.  456  seo.  4. 
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Acco\ants 

305.  TREASURERS  CASH  BOOK,  1805-61,  1888-91,  1901-2, 
1909—.   12  vols.   Title  varies:  Untitlefi,  1805- 
31,  1901-2,  2  vols.;  Ledger,  1832-57,  1909-10,  4 
vols,;  Day  Book,  1858-61,  1  vol.j  Cash  Book,  1889- 
91,  1911-19,  2  vols. 

Daily  record  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  showing  date  of 
receipt,  soiirce  and  amount,  name  of  payee,  and  purpose  of 
expenditure.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.  Hdw. 
Aver.   300  pp.  14  x  12  x  2. 

306.  SETTLEKENT  BOOK,  1872--.   6  vols.  (3  vols.  Tin- 
labeled;  3  vols,  dated). 

TreasTirer's  account  with  county,  showing  name  of  account, 
date,  order  no.,  name  of  payee,  amount  and  purpose  of 
expenditure,  totals,  balance,  date  of  audit,  and  certifica- 
tion of  coxmty  auditors.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No 
index.   Hdw.  Aver.  500  pp.  18  x  12  x  2.   2  vols.,  1872-1933, 
bsmt.  vlt.  B;  3  vols.,  1883-1939,  off.  vlt;  1  vol.,  1940—, 
off. 

307.  STATE  BOOK,  1846-51,  1864-71,  1886—.   8  vols. 
Title. varies;  Treasurer's  Account  Book,  1910-14,  1 
vol. 

Treasiirer's  account  with  Commonwealth,  for  fxmds  received 
for  issuance  of  State  licenses,  showing  date,  name  and  ad- 
dress of  licensee,  type  and  amount  of  license,  total  amount 
received,  treasurer's  commission,  amo^lnt,  and  date  paid  to 
State  Treasxirer,  Arr,  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index. 
Hdw.  Aver.  210  pp.  16^-  x  11  x  2.  6  vols.,  1846-51,  1886-93, 
1897—.,  off.  vlt.;  2  vols.,  1864-71,  1894-96>  bsmt .  vlt.  B. 

308.  RECORD  OP  STATE  FUNDS,  1928—.   2  vols. 

Daily  record  of  cash  received  for  issuance  of  State  licensesj 
showing  date,  no.,  type  and  amount  of  license  fee,  name  and 
address  of  licensee,  and  amount  of  fees  retained  by  treas- 
urer* Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd» 
fm.   Aver.  200  pp.  17  x  14  3/4  x  1  3/4. 

Licenses  and  Registration 
(See  also  entries  164-172,  215-218) 

309.  (MERCANTILE  TAX  BILL),  1938—.   1  f.d. 
Appraisers'  bills  of  merchants  subject  to  a  license  tax, 
showing  date;  bill  no.;  name  and  address  of  libensee;  loca- 
tion, type,  and  volxime  of  business;  tax  rate;  total  amoimt 
of  license  fee;  date  due;  and  signatiire  of  appraiser.   No 
obvious  arr.   No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm.   8  x  10  x  16.   Off. 

310.  (MERCANTILE  LICENSE  DUPLICATES),  1899,  1930—.   6 
cardboard  boxes,  78  vols. 

Duplicate  receipts  issued  for  payment  of  mercantile  license 
tax,  showing  date,  receipt  no.,  name  and  address  of  licensee, 
type  and  volume  of  business,  tax  rate,  fees,  total  tax  paid, 
and  signature  of  treasTirer,  Arr,  num.  by  receipt  no.  No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Vols.,  aver.  100  pp.  9  x  8  x  i; 
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cardboard  boxes  9x7  3/4  x   1^.   6  cardboard  boxes,  18  vols^ 
1899,  1930-33,  bsmt.  vlt.  B,  6G  vols.,  1934—,  Off.  vlt. 

311.  ^!ERCANTILE  LIST,  1882,  1913.   2  Vols.   Untitled, 
1882,  1  vol. 

Appraisers'  record-  of  mercantile  establishments  of  the  count^j 
showing  compilation  date,  name,  address,  and  volume  and  type 
of  business.   Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  li- 
censee.  Hdw,  Aver.  200  pp.  8i-  x  5  x  J.   1  vol.,  1882,  bsmt. 
vlt.  E;  1  vol.,  1913,  off.  vlt. 

312.  (LIQUOR  LICENSE  RECEIPTS),  1915-16.   1  vol.   Dis- 
continued as  county  record;  subsequent  records 
kept  by  State  Liquor  Control  Board. 

Duplicates  of  receipts  issued  in  payment  of  liquor  license, 
showing  receipt  date,  license  no.,  name  and  address  of  li- 
censee, type  of  license,  amount  of  fee,  and  signatures  of  li- 
censee and  treasurer.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  payment.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  280  pp.  12  x  8  x  ^.  Bsmt.  vlt.  B. 

313.  LICENSE  (Liquor),  1805-35,  1888-90,  1900-1902. 
4  vols.  Discontinued, 

Record  of  cash  received  for  issuance  of  liquor  licenses, 
showing  date,  name  and  address  of  proprietor,  business  loca- 
tion, type  and  amount  of  license,  and  treasurer's  fee.   Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index.   Aver.  50  pp.  12  3/4  x  8 
X  1. 

314.  APPLICATIONS  FOR  BEER  LICENSE,  1933-37.  5  f.b. 
(dated).  Discontinued  as  county  record;  subse- 
quent records  kept  by  State  Liquor  Control  Board. 

Applications  for  beverage  licenses  with  bonds  for  same.   Ap- 
plications show  date,  name  and  address  of  applicant,  loca- 
tion and  description  of  premises,  name  of  owner,  and  certi- 
fication of  twelve  qualified  electors;  bonds  show  names  of 
principal  and  surety,  date  and  amount,  conditions  and  obli- 
gation, and  official  seals  and  signatures.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   15  x  9  x  2. 

315.  (HUNTING  LICENSE  DUPLICATES),  1930-33,  1938—. 
72  vols. 

Duplicates  of  hunting  licenses  issued,  showing  license  no,; 
date  issued;  name,  address,  age,  occupation,  and  physical 
description  of  licensee;  and  signature  of  treastirer.   Arr. 
num.  by  license  no.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  33 
pp.  8x8x1.   52  vols.,  1930-33,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  20  vols., 
1938—,  off. 

316.  (FISHING  LICENSE  DUPLICATES),  1930-33,  1938—. 
10  vols. 

Duplicates  of  fishing  licenses  issued,  showing,  license  no.; 
date  issued;  name,  address,  age,  and  occupation  of  licensee; 
and  signature  of  treasurer.  Arr.  nvun.  by  license  no.   No 
index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   Aver.  30  pp.  8  x  6  x  i.   3  vols., 
1930-33,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  7  vols.,  1938 — ,  off. 
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317.  (COUNTY  TREASURERS  MONTHLY  REPORTS  OF  LICENSES), 
1935 — .   3  file  boards.   Prior  records  destroyed. 

Duplicates  of  treasurer's  monthly  report  to  State  Department 
of  Revenue  of  resident  and  nonresident  hunting  and  fishing 
licenses  Issued,  showing  date  of  report,  name  and  address  of 
licensee,  type  and  dates  licenses  Issued,  total  amount  of 
fees  collected,  and  signature  of  treasurer.  Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  report.   No  index.   Typed  on  ptd.  fm.  15  x  9  x  1, 

318.  RECORD  OF  FIREARMS  LICENSES,  1937—.   1  f.d. 
Duplicate  of  provisional  permits  to  carry  firearms  Issued  in 
connection  with  hunting  and  fishing  licenses,  showing  dates; 
name,  address,  and  physical  description  of  licensee;  hxontlng 
or  fishing  license  no.;  make,  calibre,  and  serial  no.  of 
weapon;  and  slgnattu?es  of  licensee  and  treasurer.   Arr.  alph. 
by.  first  letter  of  surname  of  licensee.   No  index.   Hdw.  on 
ptd.  fm.   4  X  5  X  12.   Off. 

For  gun  permits  issued  by  sheriff,  see  entry  289. 

319.  (DOG  LICENSE  DUPLICATES),  1930-33,  1938—.  41  \Dla 
Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  to  dog  owners,  showing  license 
no.;  date  issued;  names  of  civil  division  and  dog  owner;  se:^ 
age,  color,  breed,  and  markings  of  dog;  amount  of  fee;  and 
signature  of  treasurer.  Arr.  num.  by  license  no.  No  Index. 
Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  290  pp.  13  x  10  3/4  x  3/4.  31  vols, 
1930-33.  bsmt,  vlt.  B;  10  vols.,  1938—,  off. 

320.  (KENNEL  LICENSE  DUPLICATES),  1931—.   4  vols. 
Duplicates  of  licenses  issued  to  owners  of  dog  kennels,  show- 
ing license  no.,  date  issued,  name  of  civil  division,  name 
and  address  of  owner,  location  of  kennel,  number  of  dogs 
boarded,  amount  of  fee,  and  signatxore  of  treasurer.   Arr. 
num.  by  license  no.   No  Index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   100  pp. 

14  X  11  X  1.   1  vol.,  1931,  bsmt.  vlt.  B;  3  vols.,  1932—, 
off. 


XVII.   MERCANTILE  APPRAISER 


In  1841  a  State  tax,  based  on  the  gross  receipts  derived 
from  merchants'  sales  and  formerly  levied  on  vendors  of  for- 
eign merchandise  only,^   was  extended  to  all  mercantile  es- 
tablishment 3. 2    Four  years  later  the  commissioners  of  Phil- 
adelphia and  Allegheny  Counties  were  authorized  to  appoint 
inhually  a  mercantile  appraiser  to  facilitate  the  assessment 
of  this  tax. 2   A  law  of  1846  provided  for  the  establishment 
of  this  office  in  every  county. ^   Mercantile  appraisement 
was  placed  partially  under  State  supervision  in  1899  when  the 
Auditor  General  was  authorized  to  prescribe  the  forms  to  be 
used  by  the  appraisers .^    State  control  was  completed  in 
1919  when  the  Auditor  General,  rather  than  the  county  com- 
missioners, was  given  the  authority  to  designate  the  mercan- 
tile appraiser. ° 

The  mercantile  appraiser  is  appointed  on  or  before 
December  30  of  each  year .7    He  may  be  reappointed.   Before 
assuming  office  he  takes  an  oath. 8   His  compensation  consists 
of  definite  commissions  for  every  mercantile  license  issued.^ 
The  State  gives  him  mileage  after  he  files  an  affidavit  with 
the  Department  of  Revenue  that  he  has  actually  traveled  the 
nximber  of  miles  charged.^^ 

This  officer  prepares  a  list  of  all  establishements 
within  the  county  which  are  subject  to  the  mercantile  license 
tax.^^   He  thereupon  visits  each  person  or  firm  on  the  list 
and  demands  a  sworn  return  on  blanks,  supplied  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue,  of  the  whole  voliime  of  business  transacted 
during  the  preceding  year.^^  jf  dissatisfied  with  the 


1.  1820,  7  Sm.L.  471  sup.  1824  P.L.  32  sees,  8,  9  rep.  1830  P.L. 
287  sec.  11  but  reen.  in  sec.  1. 

2.  1841  P.L.  307  sec.  10.  For  a  list  of  the  mercantile  establish- 
ments subject  to  this  tax,  see  Pennsylvania  Tax  Commission,  Report  to 
the  General  Assembly  for  thTTommonweal th  of  Pennsylvania,  pTTTT" 
3r~re45  i'.L.  55T. 

4.  1846  P.L.  486  sec.  12j  1887  P.L.  60  sec.  3  sup.  1899  P.L.  184 
sec.  3;  1929  P.L.  343  sec.  609. 

5.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  4  am.  1929  P.L.  681  sec.  1. 

6.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  963  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  343 
sec.  406. 

7.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  3  am.  1919  P.L.  963  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  343 
sec.  406. 

8.  1845  P.L.  532  sec.  5;  1879  P.L.  99. 

9.  1849  P.L.  570  sec,  23;  1865  P.L.  4  sec.  1;  1873  P.L.  566  sec. 
2;  1907  P.L.  117  sec.  1;  1907  P.L.  244  sec.  3. 

10.  1850  P.L.  471  sec.  8;  1862  P.L.  492  sec.  3;  1929  P.L.  343  sec. 
609(c). 

11.  1845  P.L.  532  sec.  6. 

12.  1899  P.L.  184  sec.  4  am.  1929  P.L.  681  sec.  1. 
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return  submitted  by  a  merchant,  the  appraiser  assesses  the 
business  himself .^^   Whenever  a  merchant  refuses  to  make  out 
a  return  the  mercantile  appraiser  reports  that  fact  to  the 
county  treasurer,  who  may  require  the  merchant  to  appear  be- 
fore hlm.^^   Appeals  from  the  appraiser's  figures  are  mad© 
to  the  mercantile  appraiser  and  the  county  treasurer  togetheij 
and  further  appeals  go  to  the  court  of  common  pleas. 15   When 
the  returns  have  been  made,  the  mercantile  appraiser  prepares 
the  final  appraisement  list  for  the  advertisement  In  news- 
papers designated  by  the  Department  of  Revenue.   On  or  before 
July  1  of  each  year  he  sends  a  list  to  the  Auditor  General 
for  audit,  and  he  certifies  to  the  county  treasurer  a  list 
oY  the  merchants  who  are  subject  to  the  license  tax.^^   Sim- 
ilar power  goes  to  the  mercantile  appraiser  in  connection 
with  the  assessment  of  the  business  of  brokers,  agents,  fac- 
tors, and  other  dealers  in  intangibles,!'''  and  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  various  amusements. 18 

The  actual  collecting  of  the  mercantile  license  tax  and 
all  fees,  including  his  own  and  the  appraiser's  commission, 
is  the  duty  of  the  coiinty  treasxirer,  who  pays  over  the  ap- 
praiser's fees  to  him. 19   The  treasurer  sues  for  any  tax  not 
returned  to  him  by  September  1,  \mless  the  Auditor  General 
is  satisfied  that  it  cannot  be  collected. 20 

There  are  no  statutory  requirements  for  the  keeping  of 
records  by  the  mercantile  appraiser,  and  none  are  kept  by 
him  in  Adams  Coxinty. 


13.  1899  P.L.  164  seo.  6  am.  1929  P.L*  681  see.  3. 

14.  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  5  am.  1929  P.L.  681  sec.  2. 

15.  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  6  am.  1929  P.L.  681  seo.  3. 

16.  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  9  am.  1923  P.L.  986  seo.  2  further  am.  1925 
P.L.  700  seo.  2  further  am.  1929  P.L.  681  seo.  5. 

17.  1907  P.L.  175  as  am.  1929  P.L.  687  seo.  2. 

18.  1913  P.L.  229  as  am.  1929  P.L.  691. 

19.  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  9  am.  1923  P.L.  986  further  am.  1925  P.L. 
700  further  am.  1929  P.L.  681  sec.  5. 

20.  1899  P.L.  184  seo.  7  am.  1919  P.L.  1072  further  am.  1923  P.L. 
986  seo.  1  further  am.  1925  P.L.  700  seo.  1  further  am.  1929  -P.L.  681 
seo.  4  further  am.  1931  P.L.  555  but  the  amendment  of  1931  is  rep.  by 
1933  P.L.  418  No.  303. 


XVIII.   AUDITORS 


Evolxitlon  and  Structural  Organization 

The  first  provision  for  the  selection  of  county  audi- 
tors was  made  in  1791  when  the  court  of  common  pleas  was 
authorized  to  appoint  "three  reputable  freeholders  to  audit, 
settle,  and  adjust  the  public  accounts  of  the  treasurer  and 
commissioners."!    After  1809  auditors  were  elected  annual- 
ly,2   and  in  1810  they  began  to  examine  the  financial  rec- 
ords of  the  sheriff  and  coroner  as  well  as  those  of  the 
county  commissioners  and  the  treasurer.'    In  1314  their 
term  of  office  was  Increased  to  3  years,  with  one  auditor  re- 
placed every  year.^   The  Constitution  of  1874  made  the  audi- 
tors county  officers^   and  provided  for  the  triennial  elec- 
tion of  all  three  auditors,  with  each  elector  voting  for  two 
candidates  only, 6   thus  inspiring  representation  of  the  mi- 
nority party*  £>ince  1909  the  auditors,  like  other  county 
officers,  have  had  a  4-year  term  of  off ice. ^ 

An  auditor  must  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and 
a  resident  of  the  county  for  at  least  1  year  prior  to  his 
election.8    The  auditor  may  not,  at  the  same  time,  be  a  mem- 
ber of  a  school  board  or  board  of  health,  nor  may  he  be  em- 
ployed by  the  sheriff,  the  county  treasurer,  or  the  county 
commissioners. 9   A  county  treasurer  may  not  be  a  county  aud- 
itor during  his  term  of  office  or  for  2  years  afterward. 10 
A  county  auditor  may  be  re-elected  aoy  ntomber  of  times.   Va- 
cancies are  filled  by  the  court  of  common  pleas.   The  ap- 
pointee, who  holds  office  for  the  balance  of  the  term,  must 
have  voted  for  the  auditor  whose  place  he  is  taking, ^^   Any 
two  auditors  make  up  a  quorum. 12   Before  assuming  office,  a 
county  auditor  must  take  an  oath. 13   No  bond,  however,  is 
required  of  him..   These  officers  have  always  been  paid  on  a 


1.  1791,  3  Sm.L,  15  sec,  1. 

2.  1809  P.L.  42,  5  Sn.L.  19  sec,  1. 

3.  1810  P,L,  208,  5  an.L.  161, 

4.  1814,  6  Sto.L.  103  sec.  1  and  1834  P.L.  537  sec,  44  both  rep, 
1929  P.L,  1278  sec.  1051. 

5.  Const,,  art,  nv,  sec,  1. 

6.  Ibid.,  sec,  7, 

7.  Ifbid.,  sec.  2  as  an.  1909. 

8.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  3. 

9.  1841  P.L.  400  sec,  10;  1911  P,L,  309  sec.  469. 

10.  1871  P.L.  79  sec.  1  rep,  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  rocn.  in 
sec.  122. 

11.  1929  P.L,  1278  sec.  121, 

12.  1791,  3  Sm.L.  15  sec.  2;  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  48  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec,  123. 

13.  1834  P.L,  537  sec,  46  sup.  Const,,  art,  VII,  sec,  1  and  rep. 
1929  P,L,  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen,  in  sec,  53.  Until  1874  this  oath 
was  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions. 
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per  diem  basls,^^    which  at  present  amounts   to  $5   ^°^  each 
auditor. 15 

Functions   and  Records 

The    chief  duty  of   the    coionty   auditors    is    to  examine   an- 
nually  the   accounts   of  ^11   county   officers^^    and  make  a   re- 
port  to   the   court  of  common  pleas   concerning   the    results    of 
these   audits.      In  this   report   is    included   a   statement  of   the 
balance  due    to  or  from  each  officer, 1^      The   law   requires 
that   they  also  audit  the   accounts    of    the   institution  dis- 
trict's   and  the   probation  officers,!^     those   of   the   county 
treasurer  with  the   State   Treasury,    and  those   of  each  of   the 
other  coxinty  officers  who  receives  money  for  the   use   of  the 
C  ommonwe  a 1 th .  ^^ 

The   aioditors  may   issue   subpoenas    to   secure    the   atten- 
dance  of   any   officer  whose   accounts   are  being   adjusted  and 
of  any  other  persons  whom  it  is   necessary  to   examine   as  wit- 
nesses.     These   officers   are   also   authorized   to   ccxnpel  the 
production  of  any   relevant  papers.      In   such  cases   any  of   the 
auditors  may  administer  oaths   to   persons   testifying  before 
them.     Those   who   refuse   to   take    the   oath  or  to  answer  the 
questions   may  be   committed   to    the   cotinty   jail  by   the  auditors. 
If  a  person  in  possession  of  necessary   books   or  papers   re- 
fuses  to   present   them,    the   auditors  use    the   evidence   secured 
from  witnesses   in  settling  the  accounts.      The    report  of   such 
an  examination   is   filed  with  the   court  of  common  pleas,    and 
when  it  shows   that  the  officer  is   indebted   to   the   county  or 
to   the   State,    the   report   itself  acts   as   a   judgment  against 
his  real  estate.      The   defaulting  officer  must  pay   the   costs 
of  conducting   the   examination.     Within  a  limited    time,    ap- 
peals  from  these   reports   may  be    taken  to  the   court   of  common 
pleas  by   the  coionty,    the  officer,   or  any   taxpayer.     Further 
action  takes  place  before   the  Supreme  Court  or  the  Superior 
Court.  21 

A  number  of   reports   to   other  officers   must  be  made  by 


14.  1791,  3  Sm.L.  15  sec.  8;  1809  P.L.  41,  5  aa«L.  19  see.  3  sup. 
1634  P.L.   557  seo.   60  sup.  1872  P.L.  92  No.  83. 

15.  1887  P.L.  95  am.   1917  P.L.   1116  Ho.  375. 

16.  1791,    3  Sm.L.  15  sec.   1;   1809  P.L.  41,    5  Sm.L.  19  sec.   2j   1834 
P.L.  537  sees.   47,   48  both  rep.   1929  P.L.  1278  sec.   1051  but  reesi.   in 
see.   263  em.  1931  P.L.   401  sec.   1. 

17.  1791,  3  Sm.L.  15  sec.  5;  1834  P.L.  537  sec.  48  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in  sec.  263  am.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  Ij  see  en- 
try 175. 

18.  1925  P.L.  762   sec.  225  am.  1935  P.L.  1342  sec.  1;   1925  P.L.  762 
see.   1400  all  rep.   1937  P.L.   2017  see.  702  but  reen.  as  am.   in  see.   310. 

19.  1929  P.L.  1278   sec.    372.1  added  1931  P.L.  401   sec.  12. 

20.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.   372. 

21.  1791,    3  Sm.L.  15  sees.   2-5;   1834  P.L.   537  sees.   48-57   rep.  1929 
P.L.  1278  see.   1051  but   reen.   in  sees.   S75-38S;   1913  P.L.   559  No.   356. 
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the  auditors.     Their  reports   to  the  court  on  the  receipts 
and  expenditures   of   the   county  diiring   the   preceding  year 
must  be   printed   in  newspapers   published   in  the   county.      More- 
over,   an  annual   report  on   the  financial   condition  of   the 
county   is   made   to   the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs .22 
Whenever   the   accounts   of  county   officers  with  the   State   are 
adjusted,    the   axiditors  make   a   separate    report   to   the   court 
with  a   statement  of  the  balance  due    to  or  from  each  officer, 
A   certified  copy  of  this   report   Is   transmitted  to   the  Audi- 
tor General .23      a   copy   of   the  audit  of   the  accounts   of  the 
probation  officers    is   sent   to   the   court   of   quarter   ses- 
8ions,24     Within  60  days  after  the   close   of  each  fiscal  year, 
the   auditors   are   obliged   to   send   to   the  Department  of   Inter- 
nal Affalra   a  report    of  the  financial   status   of  the   institu- 
tion district,26 

The   auditors  may  appoint  a  "competent  attomey-at-law" 
to  act   as   their  solicitor.      They  determine   the   canpensation 
of   this   assistant,   but   it  must  be   approved  by    the   president 
judge  of   the   court  of  common^ pleas .^^      The   auditors,    along 
with  the  commissioners  and   treasurer,   belong  to   the   county 
sinking  fvind  commission. 2^ 

The   law  does  not  require   that  any   records  be  kept  by 
the   county  auditors. 


321.      AUDITORS'    MINUTE  BOOK,    1915-18,      1   vol. 
Minutes  of  meetings  of  coiinty  auditors,    showing  date   and 
place  of  meeting,   names  of  auditors  present,   detached  state- 
ment of  business   transacted,   and  signature   of  secretary. 
Arr.   chron.  by  date  of  meeting.     No  index,     fldw,      125   PP» 
13   X  7  3/I4.  X   1,      Comms,    off,    vlt. 


22.  1834  P.L.  537  see.  22  am.  1903  P.L.  234  No.   170  further  oa. 
1909  P.L.   473  further  am.  1909  P.L.   534;   1907  P.L.  169  am.  1913  P.L. 
13  No.  17  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278   seo.   1051  but  reen.   in  sec.   364  am.  1935 
P.L.  1184  sec.  2. 

23.  1834  P.L.  537  sec.   49   rep.  1929  P.L.   1278  sec.   1051  hut  reen. 
in  sec.   372. 

24.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.   372.1  added  1931  P.L.   401   seo.  12. 

25.  1925  P.L.  762  seo.  223  am.  1935  P.L.  1342  sec.  1  rep.  1937  P.L. 
2017  seo.  702  but  reen.  in  sec.  311. 

26.  1911  P.L.  209   rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  as  am. 
in  sec.  124. 

27.  1911  P.L.  1895  seo.  1  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen. 
in  seo.   395. 


XIX»   SINKING  FUND  COMMISSION 


A  sliiklng  fund  commission,  established  for  the  more  pop- 
tilous  co\intles  by  earlier  acts,l  was  provided  for  all  covin- 
tles  by  a  law  of  1911.2   Its  membership  consists  of  the  coun- 
ty commissioners,  the  auditors,  and  the  co\inty  treas\irer,3 
none  of  whom  receives  any  additional  compensation  for  ser- 
vices on  this  commission. 

The  sinking  fund  commission  has  charge  of  all  moneys  ap- 
plicable to  any  sinking  fund  and  uses  these  f\inds  chiefly 
for  iBxtinguishing  the  county  debt.  Whenever  it  is  impossible 
to  use  such  money  immediately  for  this  purpose,  the  commis- 
sion Invests  it  in  the  purchase  of  loans  or  bonds  of  the 
county  or  of  any  other  bonds  in  which  the  savings  banks  of 
Pennsylvania  are  authorized  to  Invest  their  deposits,* 
Whenever  necessary  it  may  sell  any  bonds  held  by  it  except 
those  of  the  co\inty  itself.  Annually  the  commission  uses 
all  interest  received  from  its  deposits  and  from  the  bonds 
held  for  reduction  of  the  amovmt  needed  for  sinking  fund 
purposes, 6  The  commission  may  use  the  covinty' s  allotment 
from  the  liquid  fuels  tax  to  pay  sinking  fund  charges  on  all 
bonds  issued  or  used  for  highway  or  bridge  purposes, 6 

All  county  bonds  held  by  the  sinking  fund  commission 
must  be  stamped  conspicuously  to  show  that  they  have-  been 
purchased  for  this  purpose,  and  they  must  never  be  reissued 
or  sold.   Interest  is  paid  on  them  only  when  the  money  is 
needed  to  pay  for  bonds  of  the  county  as  they  mature,  Co\in- 
by  bonds  in  possession  of  the  sinking  fund  c(»imission  are 
cemceled  immediately  on  their  maturity, 7  In  general,  the 
commission  is  supposed  to  attempt  to  retire  the  bonds  in 
chronological  order, 8  whenever  any  new  bonds  are  Issued  by 
the  county,  the  sinking  fund  commission  may  invest  the  unin- 
vested balance  of  the  sinking  fund  in  the  purchase  of  such 
bonds.  The  commission  mtist  not,  however,  expend  so  much 
money  for  this  that  not  enough  remains  to  pay  for  any  bonds 
idiich  will  mature  during  the  fiscal  year  and  lAiich  the  com- 
mission wishes  to  cancel  rather  than  to  sell ,9 

All  moneys  received  by  the  sinking  fund  commission  must 


1.  1909  P,L,  100  No,  59}  1911  P,L,  256, 

2.  1911  P,L.  895  rep,  1929  P,L,  1278  see,  1051  but  reen,  in  sees, 
595-401, 

3.  1929  P,L.  1278  see,  395, 

4.  Ibid,,  sec.  396. 

5.  Ibid.,  sec.  397. 

6.  T53T  P.L,  149  sec.  10  am,  1935  P,L,  412  sec,  1  further  am, 
1939  P.L,  634, 

7.  1929  P.L,  1278  sec.  398, 

8.  Ibid,,  seo.  399. 

9.  IHT.,  sec.  400. 
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be   deposited   immediately   In   the   banks   or  banking   institutions 
which  are  designated  as   covin ty  depositories.     Not  less   than 
2  percent   interest  may  be   paid  to   the   covin ty  on  these  de- 
posits.     This   interest,    like   the    other  income   from  the   com- 
mission's  investments,   may  be   reinvested  by    the   sinking  fund 
commission. 10 

There  are  no   statutory   requirements   for   the  keeping  of 
records  by  the   sinking  f\and  commission,    which  therefore  keeps 
none   in  Adams  County. 


10.     1929  P.L.  1278  seo.   401. 


XX.   REGISTRATION  COMMISSION 


Evolution  and  Stinictural  Organization 

When  Adams  Coxmty  came   Into  existence   In  I8OO   the   regis- 
tration was  not  a  very   complex  procedure.      In  order   to  be 
classed  as   an  elector,    a   person  had   to  possess   certain  prop- 
erty and   residential  qualifications.      The   elected   inspectors 
of  elections   administered  an  oath  to  every   prospective   voter 
whose   right    to   cast  a  Isalloli  was   questioned.      Anyone  who   re- 
fused  to   take    the   oath  was   not   permitted   to  vote.      The   coun- 
ty commissioners   provided  the  election   officials  with  a  list 
of   the   "names   and   rates   of  all  taxables"    in  each  district, 
which  was  used  for  passing  upon   the    qualifications  of  elec- 
tors.     Provision  was  made   for  maricing   the   tax  list   to   indi- 
cate  that  a  person  had  voted.l      After  I8I4.O   the   regular  as- 
sessors were    required   to  prepare   annually  a  register  of  vot- 
ers and  to  check  on  each  household   to   see   that   the  persons 
whose  names  were   on  the   tax  list  actually   resided   there  and 
were  entitled   to  vote.     Applications   from  persons  whose 
names  were   omitted  from  the   register  might  be  made   in  person 
to   the  assessor  at  various    times. 2      Special   regis trv  asses- 
sors were   elected   to  perform  these   duties   after  1874  except 
in  municipalities   made  up  of  only  one   election  district.' 

This  method  continued  to  be  used   in  Adams  County  \uitll 
1957  when  a   system  of  permanent   registration  of  voters, 
which  had  since   1955  been  in  operation   in  counties   contain- 
ing one   or  more   third-class   cities,*    was   extended   to  all 
counties. 5      The  agency  in  charge   of  registration  is   the    reg- 
istration commission,   which  is  made  up  of  the   county  commis- 
sioners,  who   receive  no  additional  compensation  for  their 
work  in  this   capacity. 6 

Functions  and   Records 
The  permanent  registration  of  electors   is   carried  on  un- 


1.  1799,    3  Sm.L.   340  sees.  1,   9  rep.   1839  P.L.   519  seo.  174  but 
reen.  as  am.   in  sees.   6,   19-21,   63-66,   98  rep.   1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901; 
1803  P.L.   669,    4  Sm.L.   100  sec.   5  rep.   1839  P.L.   519   sec.   174|    1874  P.L. 
44  sec.   3  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901;   1893  P.L.   419  sec.  21  rep. 
1937  P.L.   1333  sec.   1901. 

2.  1840  P.L.   683  sec.   3  rep.   1937  P.L.   1333  sec.   1901;   1874  P.L. 
31   sees.   1,   2  ara.   1891  P.L.  134  sees.  1,    2  further  a-n.   1895  P.;,.   75 
sec.  1  further  am.  1933-34  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  236  sees.  1,   2  rep.  1937 
P.L.   487  sec.   46(2,    4,    7,    14). 

3.  1874  P.L.   31   sec.   1   am.   1891  P.L.   134  rep.   1937  P.L.   487   seo. 
46(a)   and  1937  P.L.   1333  sec.   1901;   1874  P.L.   31   sees.   15,   18  am.   1933- 
34  (Sp.   Sess.)  P.L.   236   sees.   5,    6   rep.   1937  P.L.   487   sec.   46(2,   i4). 

4.  1935  P.L.   478  No.   195  rep.   1937  P.L.   849   sec.   47(a)  but   reen. 
as  am.  in  sees.  1-46. 

5.  1937  P.L.   487. 

6.  Ibid.,    sec.   3(a,  b). 
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der  the  supervision  of  the  commission,  which  may  appoint  reg- 
istrars to  aid  in  the  work.   County  employees  may  be  required 
to  act  as  registrars  without  additional  remuneration. 7    Reg- 
istration takes  place  at  the  office  of  the  commission  at  any 
time  except  during  a  designated  period  just  before,  diiring, 
and  after  the  primaries  and  elections.   In  addition,  either 
at  its  own  discretion  or  upon  petition  of  at  least  100  qual- 
ified electors  of  a  given  borough  or  township,  the  commission 
arranges  to  send  registrars  to  the  municipality  concerned. 
Polling  places,  schools,  and  mixnicipal  buildings  may  be  used 
as  offices  for  the  registrars. 8 

In  order  to  register,  one  must  be  at  least  21  years  of 
age,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  a  resident  of  the 
State  for  at  least  a  year,  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  election 
district  for  2  or  more  months  preceding  the  election  at 
which  he  wishes  to  vote,^   The  person  desiring  to  register 
subscribes  to  a  registration  affidavit,  and  his  answers  to 
questions  are  entered  on  a  card  which  is  filled  out  in  dupli- 
cate.  The  original  card  is  placed  in  the  District  Register 
and  the  duplicate  in  the  General  Register.   The  former  Reg- 
ister consists  of  the  cards  from  the  election  district  and 
the  latter  of  all  the  cards  from  the  county.   The  cards  are 
arranged  alphabetically  in  each  register  and  kept  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  commission.   The  General  Register  may  be  removed 
only  upon  order  of  the  court  and  is  kept  locked,  but  the  Dis- 
trict Registers  are  open  to  the  public  and  are  removed  to 
the  respective  polling  places  for  each  primary  and  elec- 
tion.^°   After  a  person  registers,  he  never  needs  to  re-reg- 
Ister  unless  he  moves  from  the  district  or  fails  to  vote 
during  a  2-year  period. 11   At  the  various  registrations  any 
elector  may  change  his  political  af f illation,12   Transfer  of 
registration  within  the  county  or  within  the  election  dis- 
trict is  effected  merely  by  sending  a  removal  notice  to  the 
commission  before  a  designated  date  prior  to  the  primary  or 
election  at  which  one  wishes  to  vote. 13   The  commission  hears 
appeals  of  rejected  applicants  for  registration.!* 

The  registration  commission  is  required  to  make  a  check- 
up of  registration  at  least  once  every  1;  years,  either  by  no- 
tices mailed  to  registrants,  by  required  reports  from  post- 
men, or  by  visits  of  an  inspector  to  each  building  from  which 
an  elector  is  registered.   Inspectors,  like  registrars,  are 
appointed  by  the  conm.ission.  When  an  investigation  by  any 
of  these  methods  seems  to  show  that  the  registrant  is  not 


7.  1937  P.L.   487   sec.   5(a,   b-1,    c,   d). 

8.  Ibid.,    sec.   16. 

9.  T537"  P.L.   1333  sec.   701. 

10.  1937  P.L.   487   sec.   18;   1937  P.L.   487   sec.   24  am.   1939  P.L.   278j 
1937  P.L.   487  sec.   26. 

11.  1937  P.L.   487   sec.   19. 

12.  Ibid.,    sec.   28  am.   1939  P.L.   281. 

13.  T957  P.L.   487   sees.   26  and  27   am.   1939  P.L.   606. 

14.  1937  P.L.   487   sec.   23. 
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located  at  the  address  from  which  he  has  registered,  his  reg- 
istration is  canceled  xinless  he  proves  his  right  to  it.^^ 
Within  50  days  before  every  primary  and  election  the  commis- 
sion corrects  the  general  and  district  registers  from  the  in- 
formation which  has  been  received. 16 

The  commission  delivers  the  locked  District  Registers 
to  the  election  officers  on  election  day.   Any  person  whose 
card  Is  in  the  register  and  who  signs  the  voter's  certifi- 
cate with  a  signature  which  appears  the  same  as  that  on  the 
voter's  card  in  the  register  may  vote  unless  the  election 
officers  are  satisfied  that  he  has  moved  from  the  district 
or  given  or  received  an  election  bribe.  The  voters'  certi- 
ficates are  placed  in  a  locked  binder  which  is  known  as  the 
Voting  Check  List.  After  the  election  the  Judge  of  the  e- 
lectlon  takes  the  Voting  Check  List^  and  the  District  Regis- 
ter to  the  registration  commission.  The  commission  examines 
the  contents  of  both  and  reports  any  indication  of  fraud  to 
the  district  attorney .17   it  may  subpoena  witnesses,  ques- 
tion any  person  concerning  registration  matters,  and  require 
the  production  of  relevant  books  and  papers.  Any  member  of 
the  commission  may  administer  oaths  to  persons  testifying 
before  the  commission. 18 

Before  the  board  of  elections  meets  to  compute  and  can- 
vass returns,  the  registration  commission  must  certify  to 
the  board  the  total  registration  of  each  election  district. 
After  primaries  the  commission  must  provide  the  board  with 
the  enrollment  by  political  parties.  The  board  compares 
these  figures  with  the  n\jmber  of  ballots  cast  to  determine 
irtiether  fraud  has  been  practlced.19 

Within  5  weeks  after  every  general  and  municipal  elec- 
tion, the  registration  commission  sends  a  notice  to  everyone 
who  has  not  voted  for  2  years.  His  registration  is  canceled 
\inless  he  files  with  the  commission  a  written  request  for  re- 
instatement.  Reinstatement  after  cancellation  has  occurred 
takes  place  when  the  applicant  follows  the  procedure  of  his 
first  registration. 20 

The  commission  may  make  any  rules  and  regulations  deal- 
ing with  registrations  which  are  not  inconsistent  with  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth .21  It  may  appoint  employees.  In- 
cluding registrars,  inspectors,  and  a  chief  cleric,  and  the 
members  of  the  commission  may  themselves  perform  the  func- 
tions of  registrars  and  Inspectors  .22   All  funds  to  maintain 


15.  1957  P.L.  487  seos.   30,   31. 

16.  Ibid.,   seo.   32(a)  am.  1939  P.L.  446. 

17.  TSTF  P.L.  487  sees.   35-37. 

18.  Ibid.,   seos.  4(o,  d),  43. 

19.  1537  P.L.  1333  seo.  1404(b). 

20.  1937  P.L.  487  seo.  36. 

21.  Ibid.,  seo.  4(a). 

22.  Ibid.,    seos.  5(6,   f),   7(a),   9. 
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the  registration  commission  and  to  carry  out  its  duties  are 
secured  from  appropriations  made  by  the  county  commissioners, 
who  also  provide  it  with  funds  for  suitable  offices  and  sup- 
plie8.23  The  commission  must  permit  watchers  and  attorneys 
for  each  candidate  to  attend  its  sessions  and  be  present  at 
the  registration  of  electors ,24  Appeals  from  the  decisions 
of  the  commission  are  taken  to  the  court  of  common  pleas. 25 

The  registration  commission  keeps  in  permanent  form  a 
record  of  its  proceedings ^6   In  its  office  it  keeps  the 
General  Register  and  the  District  Registers,   The  cards 
which  make  up  these  registers  are  numbered  serially,  and  the 
commission  must  keep  a  record  of  all  the  numbers  acco\intlng 
for  every  card.   Whenever  an  applicant  is  rejected  after  a 
portion  of  his  card  has  been  filled  In,  the  card  is  marked 
"applicant  rejected,"  and  the  reason  for  rejection  is  noted 
on  It.  These  cards  are  not  placed  in  the  registers,  but  are 
kept  separately  by  the  commission  for  2  years .27   wheii  a  reg- 
istrant loses  his  right  to  vote,  his  cards  are  taken  from 
the  registers  and  preserved  separately  for  5  years. 28   After 
every  primajry  and  election  all  the  voters'  certificates  from 
each  district  are  placed  together  In  a  binder.   These  are 
usually  given  the  title  Voting  Check  List,  but  in  Adams 
County  they  are  labeled  Voters  Certificate. 

Once  a  week  the  local  registrars  of  vital  statistics 
send  to  the  registration  commission  a  report  of  all  deaths 
within  their  respective  districts  of  persons  over  20  years 
of  age .29   These  reports  have  been  kept  on  file. 

Before  each  primary  and  election  the  registration  com- 
mission prepares  accurate  lists  of  all  registered  voters  in 
each  election  district.   These  lists  are  arranged  by  street 
and  house  number.  Copies  of  these  street  lists  are  distrib- 
uted to  Inspectors  of  election,  local  election  officers,  can- 
didates, political  organizations,  and  interested  groups  of 
citizens.  Two  complete  sets  of  all  such  lists,  however,  are 
kept  on  file  at  the  office  of  the  jTegistration  commission.30 

The  only  additional  papers  found  in  the  office  of  the 
registration  commission  of  Adams  County  are  the  old  registry 
lists  taken  from  the  lists  prepared  by  the  assessors  prior 
to  1937 •  Those  still  In  existence  date  from  1920  through 
1956. 

All  records  and  documents  of  the  county  registration 


23.  1937  P.J..  487  seo.  7(b). 

24.  Ibid.,  sees.  13,  14. 

25.  iCTd.,  sees.  41,  42. 

26.  JJTJ*.  sec.  3(d). 

27.  Ibid.,  sees.  17(d,  e),  22. 

28.  TEIT.,  seo.  39(a)  am.  1939  P.L.  292. 

29.  T537  P.L.  487  sec.  29(a,  b). 

30.  Ibid.,  sec.  32(b,  o);  1937  P.L.  487  seo.  33  am.  1939  P.L.  446. 
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commission  are  open  to  the  public.'^   Any  record  not  essen- 
tial for  maintaining  the  current  status  of  any  qiialified 
voter  may  be  destroyed  by  the  commission  after  3  years,32 

Unless  otherwise  indicated,  records  of  the  commission 
are  located  in  the  commissioners'  office  vault. 


522.   RECORD  (Minute  Book  of  Registration  Commission), 
1937--.   1  vol. 
Minutes  of  meetings  of  registration  commission,  showing  date, 
time,  and  place  of  meeting;  names  of  members  present;  nature 
of  business  transacted;  and  signature  of  clerk,  Arr.  chron, 
by  date  of  meeting.   No  index.   Hdw.   25O  pp.  10  x  8  x  1^. 
Comma,  off. 

323.   (PERMANENT  REGISTRATION  OFFICE  RECORD),  1957—. 
11  f.d.  (labeled  by  contained  letters  of  alpha- 
bet). 
Reference  record  of  permanently  qualified  registered  voters, 
showing  serial  no.;  name  of  election  district;  name,  age, 
sex,  occupation,  date  and  place  of  birth,  physical  descrip- 
tion, and  party  affiliation  of  voter;  length  of  time  in  elec- 
tion district;  date  and  place  of  last  registration;  assis- 
tance required  with  nature  of  disability;  date  registered; 
and  signatures  of  voter  and  registrar.  Arr.  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  voter.  Ho  index.  Typed  on  ptd.  fm. 
2  X  12  X  Zk*     Comma,  off. 

32i|..   (PETIMANENT  REGISTRATION  DISTRICT  REGISTER), 

1937 — .  l\B   vols,  (labeled  by  name  of  election 
dist.). 
District  record  of  qvialified  voters,  showing  serial  no.; 
name  of  election  district;  name,  address,  age,  sex,  occupa- 
tion, date  and  place  of  birth,  party  affiliation,  and  physi- 
cal description  of  voter;  length  of  time  in  election  dis- 
trict; required  assistance  to  vote  with  nature  of  disability; 
date  and  place  of  last  registration;  date  registered;  and 
signatures  of  voter  asid  registrar.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  s\irname  of  voter.  No  index.  Typed  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver. 
200  pp.  18  X  19  X  6. 

525.   (CANCELED  REGISTRATION  CARDS),  1957— •  1  l^^l. 
Permanent  registration  cards  taken  from  active  file,  showing 
information  as  in  entry  523,  and  in  addition  date  and  reason 
for  cancellation.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd. 
fm,  8x6x3, 


31.  1937  P.L.   487  seo.   12. 

32.  Ibid.,   seo.  39  am.  1939  P.L.  292. 
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526.   VOTERS  CERTIFICATE  (Voting  Check  List),  I957— . 

lyij.  bdl.  (dated,  and  labeled  by  name  of  election 

dist.).   Periodically  destroyed. 
Check  list  for  comparison  of  signature  of  voter  at  polls, 
showing  date  and  type  of  election;  machine  admission  or  bal- 
lot no.;  name,  address,  and  signature  or  mark  of  voter;  and 
attestation  of  election  officer.  Arr.  num.  by  machine  ad- 
mission or  ballot  no.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm,   2^  x  ^ 
X  8,  Bsmt.  vlt.  C. 

327.  (DECEASED  VOTERS),  I859  — .   1  f.d. 

Reports  from  State  Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  relative  to 
deaths  of  residents  of  county,  showing  date  of  report,  name 
and  address  of  deceased,  dates  of  birth  and  death,  and  sig- 
natu3?e  of  registrar.  Arr.  chron.  bv  date  of  report.  No  in- 
dex. Typed  on  ptd,  fm.  2  x  12  x  2J].»      Comms.  off, 

328.  (STREET  LISTS),  1937".  k   bdl. 

List  of  qualified  electors,  showing  name,  address,  and  party 
affiliation.  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of  civil  division.  No  in- 
dex.  Ptd.   12  X  8  X  I|., 

329.  REGISTRY  LIST,  I92O-56.  336  vols,  (dated,  and 
labeled  by  name  of  civil  division).  Discontinued. 

Register  of  qualified  voters,  showing  name  of  civil  division; 
name,  age,  sex,  occupation,  date  and  place  of  birth,  party 
affiliation,  and  physical  description  of  voter;  length  of 
time  in  election  district;  date  and  place  of  last  registra- 
tion; whether  householder,  boarder,  or  lodger;  and  date  reg- 
istered. Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of  voter. 
No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  i|0  pp.  12^  x  8^  x  ^.  2'jk 
vols.,  I92O-3J4.,  bsmt.  vlt,  B;  82  vols.,  I935-56,  comms^.  off, 
vlt. 
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Prior  to  1937  the  supervision  over  elections  by  coxmty 
officials  was  divided  among  the  coiranis si oners,  the  sheriff, 
and  the  courts.   In  that  year,  however,  many  of  the  duties 
pertaining  to  elections  were  coordinated  under  the  county^ 
board  of  elections,^  a  new  agency,  which  now  has  almost  com- 
plete jurisdiction  over  the  conduct  of  primary  and  general 
elections  within  the  county.   The  county  commissioners,  ex 
officio,  serve  as  the  county  board  of  elections,  and  receive 
no  additional  compensation  for  their  work  in  this  capacity. 2 
The  county  fxirnishes  the  board  with  suitable  offices  at  the 
coiinty  seat  and  any  necessary  branch  offices.  All  funds 
needed  for  the  operation  of  the  board  and  the  conduct  of 
elections  are  secured  from  aporopriations  by  the  commission- 
ers.^   The  county  solicitor  acts  as  counsel  ror  the  board.* 

The  county  board  of  elections  selects  the  polling  place 
for  each  new  election  district  and  may  change  the  voting 
place  of  any  district  already  in  existence.   If  possible, 
public  buildings  are  used  for  this  pvtrpose,  but  if  a  private- 
ly owned  place  is  used,  this  agency  fixes  the  amovmt  of  rent 
to  be  paid  for  it.   It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  board  of 
elections  to  provide  any  necessary  light  and  heat  for  the 
polling  place  and  to  furnish  it  with  voting  compartment 3.° 
All  other  equipment  for  elections  is  purchased  by  the  board^ 
which  is  also  in  charge  of  storing  it  when  it  is  not  in  use. 
The  board  may  appoint  a  chief  clerk  and  as  many  other  employ- 
ees as  it  considers  necessary,  and  may  require  any  employee 
of  the  county  commissioners'  office  to  act  as  an  employee  of 
the  board  of  elections  without  additional  compensation.^ 
Members  of  the  district  election  boards,  consisting  of  elect- 
ed judges  and  inspectors  of  election,  are  paid  by  the  county 
board,  which  also  issues  certificates  of  appointment  to 
watchers  at  primaries  and  elections.  The  board  must  see   _ 
that  local  election  officers  are  instructed  in  their  duties. 

The  routine  duties  of  the  board  of  elections  begin  be- 
fore the  primaries,  which  are  held  in  the  Spring  of  even- 
numbered  years  and  in  the  fall  of  other  years.*   The  board 
determines  which  organizations  within  the  county  are  enti- 
tled to  be  considered  as  political  parties.   Not  later  than 


1.  1957  P.L.  133. 

2.  Ibid.,  sec.  301(b). 
S.  TSId.,  sec.  303. 

4.  TCn.,  sec.  305. 

5.  rara..  sees.  302(b),  526-530;  1937  P.L.  1333  seo.  531  am.  1939 
P.L.  215. 

6.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  502(c). 

7.  Ibid.,  sees.  302(d),  303(b). 

6.  THd.,  sees.  302(e,  g),  401,  404,  405,  412,  414. 

9.  Ibid.,  sees.  601-604,  626,  627, 

2S6 
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Jhe  tenth  Tuesday  before  the  primary  the  board  sends  a  list 
of  all  such  organizations  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth.  It  then  determines  the  offices  for  which  candidates 
are  to  be  nominated  in  the  ensuing  primary.   This  information 
is  secured  from  the  secretaries  of  the  municipalities  and 
school  districts,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
and  from  the  State  and  county  chairmen  of  all  political 
parties.    Thereupon  the  board  publishes  newspaper  announce- 
ments of  the  date  of  the  primary  and  the  offices  to  be  fill- 
ed.lO   Nominating  petitions  and  withdrawals  are  sent  to  the 
board ,-^^  whereupon  it  prepares  the  ballots,  determining  by 
lot  each  candidate's  position  on  the  ballot  in  relation  to 
the  other  candidates  for  the  same  office .^2   The  returns  of 
primaries  are  made  by  the  district  election  officers  and 
sent  to  the  county  board  of  elections,  which  tabulates  and 
computes  them.^' 

Ten  or  more  days  before  every  November  election,  the 
county  board  of  elections  makes  newspaper  annoxincements  for 
at  least  2  successive  weeks  of  the  date,  time,  and  place  of 
the  election,  and  the  offices  to  be  filled.^*   Local  authori- 
ties send  to  the  board  official  lists  of  nominees  for  local 
offices;  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  does  the  same  for 
State  and  national  offices  and  sends  in  addition  a  copy  of 
the  text  of  any  questions  to  be  voted  on  in  the  election J^ 
The  board  then  has  the  ballots  prepared.   After  the  Thursday 
before  election  day  the  ballot  forms  are  open  to  the  public, 
and  specimen  ballots  are  available  to  candidates  and  politi- 
crSl  parties  in  order  that  they  may  print  colored  sample  bal- 
lots for  distribution. 16 

After  every  primary  and  general  election,  the  board  of 
elections  acts  as  a  retaicn  board.   Any  member  who  is  himself 
a  candidate  may  not  aid  in  the  computation  and  canvass  of 
returns.   If  two  or  more  commissioners  are  candidates  for 
office,  one  of  the  judges,  the  prothonotary,  or  the  sheriff 
may  sit  on  the  return  board  to  Increase  the  membership  to 
two.   The  board  withholds  compilation  of  the  vote  lontll 
the  third  Friday  after  the  election  in  years  when  electors 
who  are  absent  on  military  service  are  voting  in  camp.   The 
computation  of  retxirns,  which  usually  takes  plsLtL©  on  the 
third  day  after  the  election.  Is  held  publicly .•'■'   Every 
candidate  may  be  present  In  person  or  by  attorney  and  may  be 
represented  by  watchers  at  the  canvassing  and  compilation  of 
the  vote  and  at  any  other  session  of  the  board  when  matters 


10.  1937  P.L.  1333  sees.  302(h),  90l(b)-906,  916. 

H.  Ibid.,  sees.  302(j),  913,  914,  978, 

12.  Tbid.,  seo.  915. 

13.  TO?.,  seos.  302(k),  921. 

14.  TSTd".,  8608.  106,  1201. 

15.  Ibid.,  seo.  984. 

16.  TT5I7.,  seos.  1001,  1007,  1008. 

17.  TCI?.,  sees.  1317,  1402,  1404(a)« 
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which  may  affect  his  candidacy  are  being  heard.''-^   The  re- 
txtrn  board  compares  the  mamber  of  registered  voters  with  the 
number  of  votes  cast.   If  the  latter  figxire  exceeds  the  treg- 
istration  of  the  district  in  question,  no  votes  fran  that 
district  may  be  counted  until  an  investigation  is  made.-^^ 
The  board  has  extensive  powers  in  this  respect.   It  may  is- 
sue subpoenas,  summon  witnesses,  and  compel  the  production 
of  any  books,  papers,  records,  and  other  evidence  pertaining 
to  the  election.  Each  member  of  the  board  may  administer 
the  necessary  oaths  to  persons  testifying  before  this  group. 
Any  regulations  not  inconsistent  with  the  law  may  be  made  by 
the  board  of  elections .2° 

After  an  investigation  has  been  made  into  any  returns 
about  which  there  is  doubt  the  board  may  correct  the  returns 
according  to  a  recount  or  exclude  the  poll  of  a  district  ei- 
ther in  its  entirety  or  for  the  particular  office,  candidate 
question,  or  party  for  which  the  excess  of  votes  existed. 
Whenever  the  circumstances  seem  to  warrant  it,  the  board  re- 
ports the  facts  of  the  case  to  the  district  attorney,^^ 

At  the  close  of  the  compilation  of  the  vote,  the  board 
publicly  announces  the  results  of  the  elections  and  issues 
certificates  of  election  to  the  successful  (S»ndid^tes  for 
county  and  local  governmental  and  party  offices.   It  sends 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  certificates  of  the  re- 
turns for  other  offices  and  for  those  county  offices  which 
must  be  commissioned  by  the  Governor.    Any  appeals  from 
the  decisions  of  the  board  are  made  to  the  court  of  common 
pleas. ^^ 

A  number  of  miscellaneous  duties  have  been  delegated  to 
the  county  board  of  elections.   It  may  petition  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  for  the  formation  of  new  election  districts 
or  the  change  of  boundaries  of  existing  districts.    It  in- 
vestigates and  reports  to  the  court  all  petitions  for  such 
changes  which  have  been  made  by  the  electors  of  the'  covmty. 
The  board  must  systematically  Inspect  the  conduct  of  elec- 
tions within  the  county  in  order  to  insure  that  they  are 
honestly,  efficiently,  end  uniformly  conducted?^   it  sub- 
mits an  annual  estimate  of  its  expenditures  for  the  follow- 
ing year. 2^   Once  a  year  it  sends  a  report  to  the  Secretary 


18.  1937  P.L.  133  sec.   310. 

19.  Ibid.,    sec.   1404. 

20.  Ibid.,    8O08.   302(f),    304. 

21.  ITO.,    sec.  1404. 

22.  TbH.,   sec.   302(1). 

23.  I^TT.,    sees.   302(1),    x404(f). 

24.  TSn.,    sees.   1411-1416. 

25.  Ibid.,    see.  1407. 

26.  T5Id.,   seo.   503. 

27.  TSn.,   sec.   303(a). 

28.  TCH.,    seo.   302(g). 

29.  TBn.,    seo.   302 (n). 
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of  the  Commonwealth  in  the  form  prescribed  oy  him.  Part  of 
this  report  Is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  electors  regis- 
tered. 30 

The  county  board  of  elections  has  supervision  over  the 
Installation  of  voting  machines  which  may  be  used  In  the 
county  as  a  irtiole  or  in  any  of  the  borovighs  and  townships 
which  vote  to  use  them.   The  board  itself  may  submit  the 
question  of  the  use  of  such  machines  to  the  electors  or  it 
may  place  it  on  the  ballot  at  the  request  of  a  boro\jgh  co\an- 
cil,  of  the  supervisors  of  any  township,  or  of  a  designated 
nvmiber  of  qualified  voters.   If  the  results  of  such  elec- 
tions are  favorable,  the  board  must  purchase  and  install  the 
machines,  prepare  them  correctly  prior  to  each  election,  ar- 
range for  the  instruction  of  voters  in  their  use,  appoint 
custodians  and  inspectors  of  the  machines,  and  provide  for 
their  safekeeplxig  when  not  in  use^l 

The  board  must  perform  any  other  duties  which  the  law 
requires  of  It. 32  a  member  who  willfully  neglects  or  re- 
fuses to  perform  any  of  his  duties  is  guilty  of  misdemeanor. 
Upon  conviction  he  may  stiffer  fine  and  Imprisonment .33 

In  Adams  County  the  county  board  of  elections  has  kept 
not  only  those  records  irtiich  are  now  required  of  it,  but 
some  corresponding  ones  which  were  in  the  custody  of  other 
officials  prior  to  1957 .   The  petitions  failed  by  candidates 
for  office  date  from  1935,54  and  the  accounts  of  election 
expenses  of  candidates  have  been  kept  on  file  since  1906.35 

An  important  record  foxmd  in  this  office  is  that  enti- 
tled General  and  Primary  Election  Returns.   Before  1957  ^^ 
was  the  duty  of  the  prothonotary  to  keep  these  returns,  but 
now  they  are  kept  by  the  board  of  elections,  36  and  the  board 
has  the  custody  of  the  earlier  records.   There  are  also  on 
file  duplicate  copies  of  the  official  computation  of  elec- 
tion returns  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 37 


30.  1937  P.L.  133  sec.  302 (m). 

31.  Ibid.,  sees.  1101-1118,  1230, 

32.  I^i?.,  sec.  302(0). 

33.  Ibid.,  seo.  1850. 


685  No.  251  sect 

P.L.  1333  sec.  1901  but  reen.  in  sec.  nis, 

35.  1906  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  78  sec.  6  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec. 
1901  but  reen.  as  am.  in  sees.  1607,  1608. 

36.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  79j  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  83  sup.  1874  P.L. 
31  sec.  13  am.  1899  P.L.  127  further  em.  1909  P.L.  425  further  am.  1923 
P.L.  267  No.  171  further  em.  1925  P.L.  103  all  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec. 
1901  but  reen.  as  am.  in  sec.  1408. 

37.  1839  P.L.  519  sec.  79  fep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901  but 
reen  as  am.  in  sees.  1411-1416. 
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since  1883  and  various  records  of  election  retiirna  since 
1874.'®   The  only  other  papers  found  in  this  office  are  two 
which  have  been  kept  as  a  matter  of  convenience  at  various 
times.   The  first  is  made  up  of  lists  of  borough  and  town- 
ship officers  from  1871  until  1902,  and  the  second  is  a  rec- 
ord of  local  judges  of  election  who  v;ere  elected  from  1B70 
until  1873. 

The  law  stipulates  that  all  records  of  the  election 
board  must  be  preserved  for  at  least  11  months.   If  the  dis- 
trict attorney  or  a  Judge  states  in  writing  that  any  particu- 
lar records  are  needed  for  a  longer  time  for  any  pending  pcos- 
ecution  or  litigation,  they  must  be  retained  accordingly.  39 
The  operation  of  this  provision  accounts  for  the  absence  of 
certai-n  papers  which  are  kept  by  the  county  board  of  elec- 
tions for  the  11-month  period  only.   '^^Qf^  consist  of  the 
actual  ballots  cast  at  various  elections   and  the  contents 
of  the  voting  machines.*^   In  addition  the  board  keeps  a 
record  of  the  number  of  official  ballots  printed  and  furnished 
to  each  election  district  for  every  prirrary  and  election. 
The  board  must  then  compare  this  number  with  the  number  of 
ballots  cost  and  the  number  of  ballots  returned  unused.   All 
ballots  Issued  must  thus  be  accounted  for.^^   The  board  is 
also  supposed  to  keep  a  Record  of  Assisted  Voters,  which 
contains"  the  name  of  every  person  v/ho  is  permitted  to  re- 
ceive assistance  in  voting,  a  statement  of  the  facts  which 
entitle  him  to  get  help,  and  the  name   of  the  person  who 
furnishes  the  assistance.*'   In  Adams  County  these  details 
are  kept  by  the  rec^stratlon  commission  alone  with  the  reg- 
istration cards. 

Except  for  the  contents  of  ballot  boxes  and  voting  ma- 
chines and  the  record  of  assisted  voters,  all  papers  in  this 
office  are  open  to  the  public.   Any  qualified  voter  m^y  in- 
spect them  in  the  presence  of  a  member  or  employee  of  the 
board.** 

Records  of  the  board  are  to  be  found  in  the  basement 
vault  C  unless  otherwise  indicated. 


38.  1839  P.L.  519  seo.  84  rep.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  1901.  Since  1937 
this  has  not  bean  a  required  record. 

39.  1937  P.L.  1333  sec.  309. 

40.  Ibid.,  seo.  1225. 

41.  TCTd.,  sees.  1226-1228. 

42.  Tbid.,  sec.  1011. 

43.  Tbid.,  sec.  1218(c). 

44.  1^1..  seo.  308. 
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330.  (ELECTION  PETITIONS),  1933--.  5  Ml.,  38  f.b.  (la- 
beled by  name  of  election  dist.). 

Petitions  filed  by  candidates  for  elective  offices  to  have 
names  placed  on  official  ballot,  showing  date  of  petition; 
date  and  type  of  election;  names  of  civil  division,  candi- 
date, office  sought,  and  party  affiliation;  slgnattires,  ad- 
dresses, and  occupations  of  qualified  electors  signing  pe- 
tition; official  seal  and  signattires;  and  date  filed.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm. 
Bdl.  8x6x3;  f.b.  4  x  4i  x  10^.   5  bdl.,  1933-35,  bsmt. 
vlt.  C;  38  f.b.,  1936 — ,  comma,  off. 

331.  (ELECTION  EXPENSE),  1906—.   12  f.b.  (11  f.b. 
dated;  1  f.b.  unlabeled. 

Expense  accounts  filed  by  candidates,  committees,  and  polit- 
ical parties,  showing  date,  name  of  candidate,  committee,  or 
party.  Itemized  list  of  receipta  and  expenses,  affidavit  of 
person  filing  account,  and  date  filed.  Arr.  chron.  by  date 
filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  typed.   10  x  5  x  14.   11  f.b., 
1906-36,  elk.  of  cts.  off*;  1  f.b.,  1937--,  comms.  off. 

332.  (GENERAL  AND  PRIMARY  ELECTION  RETURNS),  1825-95, 
1937--.   257  bdl.  (7  bdl.  unlabeled;  250  bdl. 
dated,  and  labeled  by  name  of  election  dist.). 

Original  district  election  returns,  showing  date  and  type  of 
election;  names  of  election  district,  candidates,  and  offices 
sought;  party  affiliations;  number  of  votes  each  candidate 
received;  and  signatures  of  district  election  officers.   No 
obvious  arr.  No  index.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  8x6x4. 

333.  (CERTIFIED  ELECTION  RETURNS),  1883—.   9  f.b. 
(8  f.b.  dated;  1  f.b.  unlabeled). 

Duplicate  copies  of  official  computation  of  general  election 
returns  made  to  Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  showing  date  of 
election;  names  of  candidates,  elective  offices,  and  party 
affiliations;  nvimber  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate;  date 
of  certification;  and  official  seals  and  signatures  of  Jud- 
ges and  prothonotary.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  election.   No 
index.   Hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.  10  x  5  x  14.   8  f.b., 
1883-1936,  proth.  off.  vlt.;  1  f.b.,  1937—,  comms.  off. 

334.  OFFICIAL  COMPUTATION  FOR  WARD,  BOROUGH,  AND 
TOWNSHIP  OFFICES  CAST  IN  MUNICIPAL  AND  GENERAL 
ELECTION,  1931—.   11  vols,  (dated). 

Record  of  election  returns  for  local  offices,  showing  date 
and  type  of  election;  names  of  civil  division,  candidates, 
and  elective  offices;  party  affiliations;  and  total  ntmber 
of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate,  Arr.  alph.  by  name  of 
civil  division.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  otd.  fm.  Aver.  100  pp. 
16  3/4  X  11  X  1.  9  vols.,  1931-36,  proth.  off.;  2  vols., 
1937--,  comms.  off. 

335.  MUNICIPAL  AND  GENERAL  ELECTION  DOCKET,  1874—. 

6  vols.   Title  varies:  Certificate  of  Results  of 

Election,  1874-1936,  5  vols. 
Record,  of  primary  and  general  election  returns,  showing  date 
and  type  of  election;  names  of  civil  division,  candidates. 
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and  elective  offices;  party  affiliation;  and  number  of  votes 
cast  for  each  candidate.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  election. 
No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fra.   Aver.  200  pp.   18|  x  13  x  2,   1 
vol.,  1874-95,  bsmt.  vlt.  B.;  4  vols.,  1896-1936,  proth. 
off.;  1  vol.,  1937 — ,  corr?ms.  off.  vlt. 

336.  (BOROUGK  AND  TOVmSHIP  OFFICERS  J ,  1871-1902.   3 
bdl. 

List  of  borough  and  township  officers,  showing  date;  names 
of  civil  division,  offices,  and  officers;  term  of  office; 
elected  or  appointed;  and  salary.   No  obvious  arr.   No  index, 
Sdw.  2  X  li  X  1. 

337.  (REGISTER  OF  ELECTION  JUDGES),  1870-73.   1  vol. 
Discontinued. 

Record  of  precinct  Judges  elected,  showing  date,  name  of  ci-\^ 
11  division,  district  no.,  name  and  address  of  rettorn  judge, 
and  term  of  office.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  election.   No 
index.   120  pp.  8  x  14  x  Ig, 


XXII.   COUHTY  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 


Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

When  Adams  County  was  established  in  1800  church  and 
pay  schools  provided  the  entire  means  for  the  provision  of 
educational  facilities.   Ten  years  before  this  the  constitu- 
tion had  stipulated  that  the  legislature  provide  for  the  es- 
tablishment throughout  the  State  of  schools  in  which  the  poor 
might  be  tavi^ht  free  of  charge.^    Increased  activity  in  the 
next  quarter  of  a  century  culminated  In  l£51  in  the  establlah-> 
ment  by  law  of  a  general  system  of  education,^   and  3  years 
later  the  Free  School  Act  required  every  child  from  8  to  16 
years  of  agd  to  attend  a  day  school  in  which  common  branches 
were  taught  in  English.' 

From  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  Free  School  Act 
until  1857  the  public  schools  were  administered  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  who  acted  as  Superintendent  of  Coii>- 
mon  Schools.   An  act  in  1857  separated  these  functions  into 
two  offices,  and  placed  the  Superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
newly  created  Department  of  Education,^   now  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction.^   The  Superintendent  is  appointed  by 
the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Stfite  Senate 
for  a  term  of  4  years. 7 

State  supervision  was  of  necessity  supplemented  by  pro- 
visions for  local  control  of  schools,  and  in  1843  the  appoint- 
ment of  an  Inspector  of  schools  in  each  district  was  author- 
ized by  law. 8   County. schools  were,  however,  without  a  real 
executive  officer  until  the  act  of  I85I4-  provided  for  the 
election  of  a  county  superintendent  by  the  school  directors 
:for  a  term  of  3  years. 

The  act  of  1911  classified  school  districts  into  four 
groups  according  to  population  and  limited  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  county  superintendent  to  those  of  certain  classes.   A 
district  superintendent  must  be  elected  by  the  board  of 
school  directors  in  every  district  of  the  first  and  second 
classes,  and  one  may  be  chosen  in  districts  of  the  third 
class.   Those  third-class  districts  which  do  not  elect  a  die- 


1.  Const.  1790,  art.  VII,  aeos.  1,  2. 

2.  1831  P.L.  385  sec.  I;  Joseph  J.  McCadden,  Hducatlon  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, 1801-1835,  and  its  Debt  to  Roberts  Vavuc,  p.  109. 

J.  IMiTTC.  THS  'seo."T3~supp.  1835  P"nn~365  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 

4.  1834  P.L.  170  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 

5.  1857  P.L.  263  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 

6.  Const.,  art.  IV,  sees.  1,  20;  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1001. 

7.  Const.,  art  IV,  sec.  8  as  am.  1909. 

8.  1843  P.L.  191  sec.  3  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 

9.  1854  P.L.  617  seQ.  37  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 
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trict  superintendent  and  all  foxxrth-class  districts  are 
supervised  by  the  county  superintendent.^®   The  directors  of 
the  third-  and  fourth-class  districts  having  no  district 
superintendent  may  elect  a  supervising  principal.*^   In 
Adams  County  there  is  1  third-class  district  and  32  fourth- 
class  districts,  all  of  which  are  under  the  direct  super- 
vision of  the  county  superintendent. 

The  county  superintendent  now  is  elected  every  4  years 
by  a  majority  vote  of  the  board  of  school  directors  who  meet 
In  convention  at  the  county  seat  for  this  p\irpose^2  and  he 
receives  his  commission  from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction.'  He  must  be  a  person  of  good  moral  character .14 
I-n  addition,  he  is  required  to  hold  a  diploma  from  a  college 
or  other  institution  approved  by  the  State  Co\incll  of  Educa- 
tion; he  must  have  had  6  years  of  successful  teaching  exper- 
ience, of  which  at  least  3- years  must  have  been  in  a  super- 
visory or  administrative  capacity;  and  a  graduate  course  in 
education.   If  he  is  serving  either  as  county,  district,  as- 
sistant coxmty  or  district  superintendent  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  that  alone  is  held  to  be  sufficient  qualification 
for  the  office.^° 

Any  county  superintendent  may  be  removed  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  at  any  time  for  cause.   He  is 
entitled  to  a  hearing  before  h6  is  removed.^^   Vacancies  re- 
sulting from  his  removal,  or  from  other  causes,  are  filled 
for  the  unexpired  term  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, who  considers  any  recommendations  made  by  the 
county  board  of  school  directors .^^ 

The  superintendent  is  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office 
which  is  fil^d  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction.'*'® 

The  county  commissioners  of  each  county  provide  office 
space  at  the  county  seat  for  the  use  of  the  coxonty  superin- 
tendent and  his  assistants.   In  Adams  Co\mty  the  superinten- 
dent has  only  one  assistant.  The  county  commissioners  also 
fu3?nish  storage  room  for  the  safekeeping  of  the  school 


10.  1911  P.L.  309  sees.  102-105;  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1133  am.  1939 
P.L.  491  sec.  5. 

11.  Louise  C.  Walsh  and  Matthew  John  Walsh,  History  and  Organlza- 
tion  of  Education  in  Pennsylvania,  p.  364. 

irr  1911  P.L.~3"09  sec.  1105  am.  1923  P.L.  349  No.  222  sec.  1. 

13.  1911  P.L.  309  sees.  1010,  1111;  1929  P.L.  177  sec.  1302(f). 

14.  •1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1102  am.  1931  P.L.  243  sec.  21  am.  1937  P.L. 
2592  sec.  2. 

15.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1103  am.  1921  P.L.  328  sec.  2  am.  1931  P.L. 
243  sec.  22. 

16.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1119. 

17.  Ibid.,  sees.  1011,  1120. 

18.  TSn,,    sec.  1146. 
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records,  books,  and  documents  pertaining  to  the  superintend- 
ent's office.   In  addition,  the  commissioners  provide  all 
necessary  stationery,  printing,  blanks,  and  postage,  except 
for  that  usgd  In  connection  with  the  annual  county  teacher^ 
institutes.    Moreover,  in  each  county  the  superintendent 
may  be  provided,  at  the  expense  of  the  county,  with  a  tele- 
phone, typewriter,  and  a  stenographer .20 

Functions  and  Records 

The  county  superintendents  of  several  counties  inaugu- 
rated in  1854  the  practice  of  calling  the  teachers  to  assem- 
ble to  receive  instructions  in  the  science  and  art  of  teach- 
ing.  Special  acts  were  passed  for  these  counties  authoriz- 
ing the  superintendent  to  call  institute  meetings  and  to 
draw  funds  from  the  county  treasury  to  defray  expenses  of 
teacher^  county  institutes. 21   The  first  general  legislative 
provision  for  these  teachers'  institutes  was  made  in  i867;22 
the  present  meetings  were  provided  for  In  1911§3   Each  year 
the  county  superintendent  must  call  the  teachers  to  assemble 
for  2  days  or  their  equivalent  for  a  teachers'  meeting.   He 
may  also  invite  members  of  the  teaching  and  supervisory 
staffs  of  other  districts  and  of  institutions  of  learning 
within  the  county  to  attend  such  meetings.   He  exercises  ga> 
eral  management  over  the  institute,  secures  the  desired 
speakers,  and  incurs  any  necessary  expense. 24   He  presents  a 
sworn  statement  of  expenses  inctirred  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
county  at  the  conclusion  of  the  meeting,25  and,  within  30 
days  after  the  closing  of  a  teachers'  meeting,  he  prepares 
an  Itemized  account  of  all  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 
received  or  made  in  connection  therewith,  and  submits  it, 
properly  sworn  to,  together  with  the  proper  vouchers  there- 
fore, to  the  two  auditors ^6  ^^q  a^e  elected  at  the  first 
teachers'  meeting  in  the  school  year. 27   The  superintendent 
reports  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  on  blanks 
furnished  by  it,  the  number  of  teachers  attending,  the  names 
of  instructors,  the  subjects  taught,  and  other  such  informa- 
tion that  may  be  required,^® 


19. 

20. 

1911  P.L. 
1915  P.L. 

309  sec.  1125  am.  1913  P.L.  129  sec.  1. 

706  No.  323  sees.  1,  2  am.  1927  P.L.  463  No.  296 

sec.  1. 

21. 
151  sup. 

22. 

23. 

1865  P.L. 
1887  P.L. 
1867  P.L. 
1911  P.L. 

360;  1872  P.L.  428  No.  398  supp.  1873  P.L.  867  No. 

20  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 

51  sec.  2  rep.  1911  P.L.  309. 

309  sees.  2101,  2102  am.  1933  P.L.  1152  sec.  12  am. 

1935  P.L 

.  1204  sec 

.  1. 

24. 
25. 
26. 

27. 

Ibid. 
T5ir  P.L. 
.19U  P.L. 
1911  P.L. 

309  sec.  2103  am.  1933  P.L.  1152  sec.  12. 
309  sec.  210fi  am.  1933  P.L.  1L52  sec.  1^ 
309  sec.  2108  am.  1919  P.L.  57  am.  1925  P.L.  433  am. 

1933  P.L 
28. 

.  1152  sec 
1911  P.L. 

,  12. 
309  sec.  2110  am.  1933  P.L.  1152  sec.  12. 
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The  school  directors  in  every  county  are  annually  cann- 
ed by  the  superintendent  to  the  county  seat  for  a  conven- 
tion.^^  The  superintendent  must  give  all  school  directors 
at  least  2  weeks  notice,  by  mail,  of  the  time,  place,  and 
hour  of  the  meeting.   The  county  commissioners  furnish  space 
in  the  courthouse  or  some  other  suitable  place,  free  of 
charge,  for  holding  the  convention.    It  is  the  duty  of  the 
superintendent  to  attend  the  annual  conventions  where  he  ser- 
ves as  a  member  ex  officio  of  the  executive  committee.   He 
also  aids  the  executive  committee  in  any  way  required  of  him, 
but  he  may  not  vote  in  the  convention  nor  approve  the  selec- 
ting of  assistant  superintendent s.^^ 

In  1937  a  county  board  of  school  directors  was  created® 
of  which  the  county  superintendent  was  made  the  chief  execu- 
tive and  an  ex  officio  member  of  all  its  committees.   He  may 
enter  into  discussions,  but  he  may  not  vote  on  decisions.'' 
The  superintendent  fvirnishes  all  reports  which  the  county 
board  of  school  directors  requests  him  to  make.'*   He  is  re- 
quired to  visit  personally,  as  often  as  possible,  the  schools 
under  his  supervision  to  note  the  courses  and  methods  of  in- 
struction, and  the  branches  taught.  Any  inefficiency  found 
by  him  must  be  reported  to  the  board  of  school  directors .35 
He  must  also  inspect  the  grounds  and  buildings  erected  an(^- 
report  to  the  board  any  violations  of  required  conditions. 

In  all  public  schools  which  are  required  to  meet  certain 
fire  regulations  designated  by  law,  fire  drills  are  to  be 
conducted  at  least  once  a  month  by  the  teachers  in  charge, 
under  rules  and  regulations  promulgated  by  the  county  super- 
intendent.'"^  He  must  see  to  it  that  the  legislative  require- 
ments regarding  fire  drills  are  enforced,^ 

The  co\3nty  superintendent  formerly  conducted  the  exami- . 
nation  of  teachers  for  provisional  and  professional  certifi- 
cates,'^ but  this  practice  has  become  obsolete.   The  State 
Council  of  Education  provides,  however,  for  the  issuance  of 
certificates  by  county  superintendents  to  meet  emergency 
shortages  of  teachers.*" 


29.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  801. 

30.  Ibid.,  seo.  802. 

31.  TEtd.,  sec.  807  am.  1937  P.L.  605  seo.  6. 

32.  T^TT  P.L.  309  seo.  809  added  1937  P.L.  605  sec.  5  am.  1939  P.L. 
491  sec.  4. 

33.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  807  am.  1937  P.L.  605  sec.  6. 

34.  IMd. 

35.  T5TT  P.L.  309  sees.  1123,  1140,  1150. 

36.  Ibid.,  sec.  1124. 

37.  TdTT  P.L.  294  seo.  1. 

38.  Ibid.,  seo.  2. 

39.  1511  P.L.  309  sees.  1302,  1304. 

40.  Ibid.,  sec.  1210(12)  am.  1919  P.L.  910  seo.  1  am.  1921  P.L. 
328  sec.  1  am.  1923  P.L.  328  seo.  1(12). 
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Before  the  opening  of  the  school  term  the  principal  or 
teacher  of  each  school  is  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  names 
and  residences  of  all  children  assigned  to  his  school.   Each 
year  a  sxxmmary  of  such  statistics  regarding  the  children  in 
each  district  is  furnished  to  the  county  superintendent  to 
be  forwarded  by  him  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion.   The  superintendent  is  empowered  to  add  to  this  entm- 
eration  the  names  of  any  children  whose  names  do  not  there 
appear^  It  is  the  duty  of  every  principal  or  teacher  to 
report  to  the  superintendent  or  any  other  person  named  by 
law,  the  names  of  all  children  in  the  list  furnished  to  him 
who  do  not  appear  for  enrollment.*'   He  likewise  reports  the 
names  of  all  children  who  have  been  absent  for  3  days  with- 
out lawful  excuse.**  In  case  any  child  cannot  be  kept  In 
school  on  account  of  incorrigibility,  truancy,  insubordina- 
tion, or  other  bad  conduct,  the  board  of  school  directors 
may,  through  its  superintendent,  or  any  such  other  persons 
named  by  law,  proceed  against  such  a  child  before  the  juve- 
nile court,*^  Every  person,  firm,  association,  or  corpora- 
tion employing  a  child  of  school  age  dxoring  school  hours 
must  furnish  to  the  superintendent,  or  others,  the  name,  age, 
place  of  residence,  and  name  of  parent  or  g\xardian  of  every 
such  child. *6 

Every  public  high  school  la  \inder  the  supervision  of 
the  co\mty  or  district  in  which  the  high  school  Is  situated^ 
Pupils  desirous  of  having  their  tuition  paid  In  a  high  schoci 
In  a  district  other  than  the  one  in  which  they  reside  must 
present,  to  the  board  of  their  own  district  and  to  that  of 
the  district  in  which  they  wish  to  attend,  a  certificate 
from  the  county  superintendent  of  the  district  in  which  they 
live  that^  they  have  satisfactorily  completed  the  required 
studies, *°   The  superintendent  prepares  and  recommends  to 
the  board  of  school  directors  suitable  courses  of  stiidy  for 
the  high  schools  under  his  jurisdiction^^   It  is  the  'duty 
of  the  secretary  of  the  school  board,  teachers,  school  eniam- 
erators,  home  and  school  visitors,  and  attendance  officers 
to  secure  information  concerning  and  report  to  the  county 
superintendent  every  child  of  compulsory  school  age  who,  be- 


41.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1426  am.  1937  P.L.  2560  sec.  14. 

42.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1427  am.  1937  P.L.  2560  sec.  15. 

43.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1428  am.  1937  P.L.  2560  sec.  16. 

44.  Ibid. 

45.  "HTT  P.L.  309  sec.  1428  am.  1937  P.L.  2560  sec.  1438. 

46.  1911  P.L.  309  sees.  1419,  1420  am.  1937  P.L.  2560  sec.  8. 

47.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1706. 

48.  Ibid.,  sec.  1707  am.  1915  P.L.  672  sec.  1  am.  1925  P.L.  166 
sec.  2  am.  1927  P.L.  687  sec.  1  am.  1927  P.L.  689  No.  349  sec.  1  am. 
1933  P.L.  1152  sec.  9. 

49.  1911  P.L.  309  sec.  1712. 
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cause   of  physical  or  mental  handicaps,    is  not  receiving  an 
adeqxiate   education.      The   child   is   to  be   examined  at  a   mental 
clinic,    approved  by   the   State   Council  of  Education,    or  by  a 
certified  public   school  psychologist,    and  by   any  other  re- 
quired expert.     This  report   is   made   to   the   superintendent, 
and  he   then   submits   to    the  board  of  school  directors  plans 
for  establishing  and  maintaining   special   classes   in  the  pub- 
lic schools   or  special  public  schools   to  educate    these   chil- 
dren* 50 

All   school  districts  of  Adams  County,   being  of  the    tihiid 
and   fourth  classes   and  not  having  a  district   superintendent, 
must  annually  forward  certificates  giving   certain   informa- 
tion regarding   their  public   school   personnel   to  the    county 
superintendent.      If  they  are   approved  by  him,    the   superin- 
tendent forwards  these   certificates    to   the   Superintendent   of 
Public  Instruction.  51 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  determines   the 
amount  of  funds   due   school  dlstrlcts52    and  certifies   the 
same   to   the  State  Treasurer  and  Auditor  General,    vriao  place 
the   amount  to  the    credit  of   the    school  districts »      The  Su- 
perintendent of  Public   Instruction   transmits    to  each  county 
superintendent  a   statement  showing   the    amount  allotted   to 
each  school  dlstrlct,53    The   county   superintendent  signs   the 
ann\ial  budgets   and  financial  reports  of   the   school  districts 
as   they  are    certified   to  the  Department  of  Public   instruc- 
tion,  and  forwards  them  thereto.      He   furnishes  all    reports 
required  by    the  Department  of  Public  Instruction^  The  board 
of  school  directors    Inspects  .the  auditors'    reports,   and  the 
superintendent  signs   and  forwards   them  to    the   Superintendent 
of  Public  Ins  timet  Ion  .55 

Minutes   of   school  directors  meetings   have  been  recorded 
since   19014..      Prior   to   that  date    there    is   a   separate    record 
of  meetings  of  the  county  institute  which  goes  back  to    I896. 
Personnel  records  include  an  educational  record  of  teachers 
employed  since   I928  and  a    register  of  certificates  granted 
to   teachers   since   1911*      The   county  superintendent  often 
keeps   on  file  applications  received  by  him  for  the   lss\xance 


50.  1876  P»L.  138  rep.   1911  P.L.   309;   1911  P.L.   309  sec.  1413  am. 
1919  P.L.  1090  seo.  1  am.   1925  P.L.  70  sec.   1  am.   1933  P.L.  1152  see. 

8  am.   1937  P.L.   2560  seo.   3  am.   1939  P.L.   786   seo.   1(1,   3,   4,   8), 

51.  1911  P.L.  309   sec.  1210(20)   added  1921  P.L.   328  sec.   1  am.ige5 
P.L.  328  sec.   1(20)  am.   1925  P.L.   547  sec.  2  am.   1931  P.L.  243  sec.  29 
am.   1985  P.L.  993  sec.   1. 

52.  1911  P.L.   309   sec.   1210(21)   am.   1921   P.L.   328   seo.   1  am.   1923 
P.L.  328  sec.  1(21)  am.   1925  P.L.  681  sec.  2, 

53.  1911  P.L.  309  art.  XII  sec.   1210(22)   am,   1921  P.L,  328 
sec.   1  am.   1923  :  .L.  328  sec.   1(22). 

54.  1911  P.L.  309  art.  VII  sec.   807  am.   1937  P.L.   605  sec.  6. 

55.  1911  P.L.   309   seo.   2615  am.   1937  P.L.   605   sec.   10. 
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of  teachers'  certificates.   Each  application  has  been  filed 
in  Adams  County  in  the  Subject  Pile  since  1928,  There  are 
numerous  statistical  reports  of  educational  activities  in 
Adams  County  but  the  earliest  records  in  this  group  go  back 
only  to  1924.56   t^q  financial  reports  include  applications 
for  appropriation  for  tuition  since  1931.  Applications  for 
appropriation  for  transportation  since  1928,  applications  for 
National  Youth  Administration  projects,  and  a  record  of 
transportation  contracts,  all  of  which  are  part  of  the  Sub- 
ject File  Correspondence  have  been  carefully  filed  and  kept 
since  1934. 


Minutes 

338.  RECORD  (Minutes  of  School  Directors  Meetings), 
1904—.   2  vols.   Untitled,  1937—,  1  vol. 

Minutes  of  meetings  of  school  directors,  showing  date  and 
place  of  meeting,  names  of  members  present,  business  trans- 
acted, and  signature  of  secretary.   Arr.  chron.  by  date  of 
meeting.   No  index.   Hdw.  1904-36;  typed  1937--.   Aver.  200 
pp.  12  X  7  3/4  X  2.   1  vol,  1904-36,  bsmt.  vlt.  C;  1  vol., 
1937—,  off. 

339.  RECORD  (Co\mty  Institute  Proceedings),  1896-1903. 
1  vol. 

Record  of  meetings  of  county  institute,  showing  date  and 
place  of  meeting,  names  of  county  superintendent  and  school 
districts  represented,  number  and  names  of  teachers  attend- 
ing each  meeting,  and  date  of  next  meeting.   Arr.  chron.  by 
date  of  meeting.   No  index.  Hdw,  750  pp.  14  x  9  x  12. 
Bsmt.  vlt.  B. 


Personnel 

340.   REGISTER  OF  TEACHER'S  CERTIFICATES,  1911—.   1 
vol. 
Registration  of  teachers'  certificates,  showing  name,  perma- 
nent and  local  addresses  of  teacher,  date  of  birth,  names 
and  addresses  of  Institutions  attended,  dates  of  attendance, 
nature  of  course,  degrees  awarded,  type  of  certificate  held 
with  date  issued,  and  branch  of  study  specified.  Arr.  chron. 
by  date  certificate  issued.   Indexed  alph.  by  first  letter 
of  surname  of  teacher.   Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.   390  pp.  16  3/4 
X  22  X  3/4.   Off. 


56^  1911  P.L.  309  see.  1151.  The  keeping  of  these  reoords  is  .^ox 
obligatory. 
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Applications  and  Reports 

314.1.   (ADMINISTRATION  FILE),  I92I4.— .   2  f.d.   Prior 
records  destroyed. 
Contains : 

a.  Applications  for  teaching  positions,  I928 — , 

showing  date,  name  and  address  of  applicant, 
date  of  birth,  marital  status,  religion,  type 
of  certificate  held,  educational  record,  sub- 
jects taught,  references,  and  signature  of  ap- 
plicant. 

b.  Copies  of  age  grade  tables,  I929— ,  showing  no. 

and  name  of  district;  name  of  teacher;  grade, 
sex,  and  age  of  pupils;  number  in  each  grade; 
percent  and  number  of  pupils  under  and  over  nor- 
mal age;  and  name,  sex,  grade,  and  age  of  pupils 
gravely  retarded  with  cause  of  retardation. 
.  c.  Copies  of  annual  reports  of  superintendent  on 

schools  and  teachers  employed,  I928 — ,  showing 
date;  names  of  districts;  number  and  type  of 
schools  operated;  number  and  sex  of  teachers 
and  pupils;  number  education,  and  service 
records  of  certified  teachers;  salary  and 
classification  of  teachers;  teacher  turnover; 
and  number  of  pupils  requiring  special  educa- 
tion with  reason. 

d.  Copies  of  applications  for  appropriations  for 

transportation  of  pupils,  I928 — ,  showing  names 
of  school  district  and  school,  number  and  age 
of  pupils,  names  of  contractor  and  operator, 
type  of  vehicle,  amount  paid,  expenses  of  op- 
erating district-owned  vehicles,  total  costs 
of  transportation,  affidavit  of  secretary  of 
school  board,  and  verification  by  county  super- 
intendent. 

e.  Copies  of  applications  for  continuance  of  one- 

room  schools,  192)4. — ,  showing  date;  names  of 
district  and  school;  resolution  of  board  of  di- 
rectors; record  of  attendance  and  enrollment 
for  coming  year;  name  of  school  to  which  stu- 
dents will  be  assigned;  distance  and  type  of 
roads  traveled;  conditions  of  school  buildings, 
grounds,  and  equipment;  and  signatures  and  ad- 
dresses of  secretary  and  county  superintendent. 

f.  Copies  of  applications  for  high  school  tuition 

paid  by  one  district  for  secondary  education 
in  another  district,  I93I — ,  showing  names  of 
civil  division  and  district;  date  of  applica- 
tion; name,  age,  and  grade  of  pupil;  number  of 
months  and  name  of  district  attended;  monthly 
tuition  rate,  and  total  tuition;  also  affidavit 
of  secretary  of  district  board  of  school  direc- 
tors with  date;  signature  and  address  of  secre- 
tary; notarial  seal;  and  verification  of  report 
by  county  superintendent. 

g.  Copies  of  applications  for  National  Youth  Ad- 

ministration projects,  1938""»  showing  name  of 


COUNTY  SUPERINTEIIDENT  OF  SCHOOLS  251 


civil  division;  name,  no,,  and  location  of 
school;  date  of  application;  number  and  sex  of 
children  eligible;  type  of  project  requested; 
and  official  signature, 

h.   Educational  record  of  teachers  employed,  1928 — , 
showing  names  of  civil  divisions,  names  and  ad- 
dresses of  teacher,  date  of  birth,  type  of  cer- 
tificate held,  number  of  years  taught,  educa- 
tional and  professional  experience,  name  of 
school  where  employed,  and  whether  member  of 
teacher's  retirement  association, 

i.  Record  of  transportation  contracts,  1928 — , 
showing  date;  names  of  civil  division  and 
school;  names,  age,  and  salaries  of  drivers; 
number  of  children  to  be  transported;  and 
miles  traveled, 

j.   Report  of  classification  of  schools,  1928—, 

showing  name  of  district;  name  and  address  of 
school;  classes  taught;  classification  re- 
quested; total  nximber  of  pupils  enrolled; 
names  of  school  covmsellors  or  deans;  guidance 
program;  grades;  subjects;  number  of  groups 
and  pupils  in  each;  time  schedule;  monthly  tu- 
ition charge  for  nonresident  pupils;  number  of 
principals,  teachers,  and  staff  members  with 
periods  taught  weekly  by  each;  average  teacher 
load;  library  data;  size  of  classes  by  depart- 
ment of  instruction;  number  of  nonresident 
pupils  by  grades  and  districts;  number  of 
pupils  graduating  at  end  .of  school  term,  with 
vocation  piirsued;  date  of  report;  signatures  of 
principals;  and  recommendations  by  and  signa- 
tvtre   of  county  superintendent. 

k.  Reports  of  consolidated  schools,  1930 — ,  showing 
names  of  district  and  school;  name  and  address 
of  school  board  secretary;  name  of  school  vis- 
itor; dates  of  visits;  standards  for  school 
checked;  recommendations  for  im.provements; 
number  of  books  in  library;  enrollment  by 
rooms;  number  of  teachers  without  previous  ex- 
perience; names  of  schools  closed;  number  of 
vacant  rooms  or  rooms  needed;  number  of  pupils 
transported  and  means  of  transportation,  with 
name  and  address  of  driver;  and  signature  of 
county  superintendent, 

1,   Teacher's  reports  of  pupils'  attendance,  1928 — , 
showing  name  of  district;  name  and  no.  of 
school;  name,  age,  and  grade  of  pupil;  tardy 
record;  number  of  excused  and  unexcused  ab- 
sences; aggregate  days  attended;  rating  in  each 
subject;  date  of  school  term;  and  signature  of 
teacher, 

m.   Vocational  agricultural  class  reports,  1924 — , 

showing  name  of  school  district  or  consolidated 
school;  names  and  addresses  of  school  and 
secretary  of  school  board;  date  of  report; 
name  and  title  of  person  directing  program; 
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dates  and  signatures  of  principal  and  county 
superintendent;  total  enrollment  by  sex  and 
grades;  names  of  teachers;  subjects  taught; 
percentage  of  time  devoted  to  agricultvire; 
length  of  period;  monthly  and  yearly  salary; 
enrollment  in  agricultural  subjects,  giving 
subject  for  each  grade;  number  of  pupils; 
weekly  period  for  recitation  and  laboratory; 
and  totals, 
n.  Vocational  home  economics  class  reports,  1924--, 
showing  name  of  school  district  or  consolidated 
school,  names  and  addresses  of  schools,  date  of 
report,  name  and  title  of  person  directing  pro- 
gram, dates  and  signatures  of  principal  and 
county  superintendent,  total  enrollment  by  sex 
and  grade,  names  and  addresses  of  teachers, 
subjects  taught,  certification,  salary  received, 
time  schedule,  units  of  instruction,  and  addi- 
tional information  relating  to  program. 
Arr,  alph.  by  subject  matter  and  chron.  thereunder  by  date 
filed.   No  index.   Hdw.  and  hdw.  and  typed  on  ptd.  fm.   16i 
X  11  X  28.   Off. 


Correspondence 

342.   CORRESPONDENCE,  1934—.   1  f.b. 
General  correspondence  of  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
showing  date,  names  and  addresses  of  sender  and  recipient, 
purpose,  and  signature  of  sender.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  let- 
ter of  surname  of  sender  and  chron,  thereunder.   No  index. 
Hdw.  and  typed.   16|-  x  11  x  28.   Off. 


XXIII.      INSTITUTION  DISTRICT  BOARD 


Evolution  and  Struct\iral  Organization 

According   vo   the   terms   of  Pennsylvania's   first  general 
poor   law,    an  act   of  170^*    the   care   of   indigent  persons  he- 
came   a  function  of   the    individual   townships.     Annually  at 
least   three   of   the   justices   of  the  peace   of  the  county  met 
and   selected    two  or  morel    of  the   "substantial   Inhabitants   of 
each  township"    to  be   overseers   of   the  poor  within   that   town- 
ship.     The   overseers  were   authorized   to   "levy  a   tax   of  a 
penny   on  a  pound   of  all   real   and   personal  estates   for  the  re- 
lief of   all  poor,    indigent,    and   impotent   persons    in   the 
township. "2      In  I809   overseers  became   elected  officers.3 
The  Borough  Law  of  iSjIj.  provided   for  the   election  of  over- 
seers  of   the   poor  in  all  boroughs .4      in  a  number  of   Pennsyl- 
vania counties    the  boroughs   and   townships   continued  until 
1958   to  elect  overseers   to   take   care   of  their  own  poor. 

A  new  policy  was   considered,   however,    in  I798  when 
Chester  and  Lancaster  Counties   each  petitioned   the  legisla- 
ture  to  be   permitted   to  abolish  all   township  poor  districts 
and   to   make    the   care   of  the   poor  a   county   f-unction,    adminis- 
trated by   elected  directors   of  the   poor.      The   petition  was 
granted, 5    and  during  the  next  bO  years,    special   laws,    mod- 
eled  on   that  for  Lancaster  and  Chester,    set  up  county   poor 
districts    in  each  of  2^  additional  counties. 6      A  different 
type   of  county  poor- district  was  first  created   in  I85I  when 
the   General  Assembly   set  up   the  Crawford  County  poor  dis- 
trict  In  which  the   county  commissioners   ex   officio  were  di- 
rectors of   the  poor.''    Three   other  counties   followed   this 
system. 8 

Since   the  adoption  of   the  Constitution  of  iByl^-  the   cre- 


1.  1771,  VIII   St.  at  L.  75  see.  1  set  the  number  of  overseers  def- 
initely at  two   in  each  township. 

2.  1705-6,    II    St.   at  L.   251   sees.   1,    2   rep.   1771,   VIII   St.   at  L. 
75   sec.   30  but   reen.   in  sees.   1,    4,    6,    7   rep.  1937  P.L.   2017  sec.   702. 

3.  1809,   XVIII  St.  at  L.   969   sec.   1  provided  that  overseers  of  the 
poor  be  chosen  in  the  same  manner  as  road  supervisors,  who  were  made  e- 
lective  1802,    3  Sm.L.   512  sec.    3;    1834  P.L.   537   sees.   90,    94  abolished 
the  office  of  twp.  overseer  of  the  poor  and  required  that  the  overseers* 
duties  be  undertaken  by  the  supervisors   of  highways;    1835  P.L.   45   sec.  9 
rep.   these  provisions  and   reestablished  the  office  of  overseer  of  the 
poor. 

4.  1834  P.L.   163  sec.   5. 

5.  1798,   XVI   St.   at  L.   15. 

6.  Giles  T.  Price,    Index  to  Local  Legislation  in  Pexmgylvania, 
from  1700  to  1892.  ' 

T.     ^185lTn:.   715. 

8.   1862  P.L.  407  sec.  7;  1866  P.L.  160  No.  136;  1870  P.L.  1147 
sec.  1. 
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atlon  of  co\mty  poor  districts  has  been  accomplished  through 
general  rather  than  special  acts.  At  first  these  laws  were 
merely  of  a  permissive  nature.  The  most  Important  of  them, 
the  poor  law  of  I879,  set  forth  a  plan  for  county  poor  dis- 
tricts with  the  coionty  commissioners  acting  as  directors  of 
the  poor.9   Fourteen  counties  finally  accepted  this  system.lO 
In  1925  a  new  general  poor  law  was  passed  which  aimed  to 
make  the  establishment  of  county  poor  districts  compulsoryAl 
So  many  exceptions  were  made,  however,  that  It  resulted  In 
the  creation  of  only  four  additional  cotmty  poor  districts ,J2 

Hence  there  was  In  1957  ^   heterogeneous  system  of  poor 
relief  administration  In  Pennsylvania,  There  were  a  total 
of  1^25  poor  districts  In  the  State,  Fifty  coxmtles  had 
county  units,  which  themselves  had  varied  systems  of  organ- 
ization.  In  the  remaining  counties  the  horough  and  township 
system  prevalledl-5  with  many  complicated  modifications, 
brought  about  by  local  conditions.  The  County  Institution 
District  Law  of  1957  required  that  all  poor  districts  be  a- 
bollshed  by  January  1,  1958  and  that  thereafter  every  coxinty 
should  become  a  separate  institution  district  with  the  covin- 
ty  commissioners  acting  as  the  institution  district  board. 
Each  commissioner  of  a  seventh-class  county  receives  an  ad- 
ditional $800  a  year  as  compensation  for  his  work  on  the 
board,!* 

The  history  of  institutional  re  1  lei    ^dams  Coiinty  has 
not  been  as  complicated  as  the  foregoing  outline  might  indi- 
cate. For  the  first  I7  years  of  the  county's  existence  each 
borough  and  township  took  care  of  its  own  poor,  A  special 
law  of  1817  abolished  all  the  local  poor  districts  and  es- 
tablished a  county  poor  district,  with  three  elected  direc- 
tors of  the  poor  in  charge .^^   ijhe  first  poor  directors  were 
chosen  in  I817  and  at  the  same  time  there  was  elected  a  com- 
mittee of  five  men  whose  sole  duty  was  to  select  the  place 
where  the  co\inty  almshouse  was  to  be  built.  With  that  work 
done,  the  committee  passed  out  of  existence,  and  all  future 
authority  was  vested  in  the  poor  directors.   The  committee 
chose  a  tract  of  land  i   mile  north  of  Gettysburg  in  Cumber- 
land Township.  The  almshouse  was  completed  in  I818  and  ad- 
ditions were  built  in  I878  and  I90I4.,  As  soon  as  the  poor- 
house  was  built,  the  poor  directors  sent  notice  to  all  of 
the  local  overseers  to  bring  to  the  almshouse  all  indigent 
persons  from  their  respective  districts.  Tftien  this  had  been 
done  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor  was  abolished  and 


9,  1879  P,L,  78  supp,  1921  P,L,  538  and  1921  P.L,  1081  all  rep, 
1937  P.L,  2017  860.  702, 

10,  Pa.  Dept.  Welfare,  Poor  Relief  Administration,  pp.  262-273, 

11,  1925  P.L.  762. 

12,  Ibid,,  860,  200  am,  1927  P,L,  63  further  am.  1929  P.L.  508 
further  amn531  P.L.  208  No.  125;  1925  P.L.  762  aec.  202, 

13,  Pa,  Dept,  Welfare,  Poor  Relief  Administration,  p.  15, 

14,  1937  P,L,  2017  sec,""352", 

15,  1817  P,L,  196, 
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the  township  had  no  further  responsibility  or  authority  over 
the  poor.16   From  that  date  until  I925  persons  were  sent  to 
the  poorhouse  by  order  of  two  Justices  of  the  peace.  At 
their  own  discretion  the  poor  directors  were  authorized  to 
pennit  any  poor  person  to  be  maintained  elsewhere.  After 
1925  commitment  was  made  by  the  poor  directors  alone. 17 

The  poor  directors,  any  two  of  whom  were  a  quorum,  had 
wide  authority  over  the  Adams  County  poor  district  which  was 
supported  by  the  proceeds  of  a  special  poor  tax  levied  by 
the  county  commissioners  on  the  basis  of  estimates  made  by 
the  poor  directors. ^8   The  directors,  with  approval  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  made  all  necessary  miles  and  regula- 
tions for  the  poor  district  and  almshouse.  The  power  to  ap- 
point and  remove  all  employees  of  the  poorhouse  belong  to 
the  directors  who  had  to  visit  and  inspect  the  almshouse  at 
least  once  a  month,  hear  all  complaints,  and  attempt  to  re- 
dress any  grievances, 19   Once  a  year  the  poor  directors 
placed  the  accounts  of  the  district  before  the  auditors  and 
made  a  general  report  to  the  court  of  q\iarter  sessions  and 
the  grand  jury. 20  When  the  county  institution  district  was 
established  in  1957*  ^^^   poor  directors  then  in  office  were 
employed  by  the  institution  district  board  until  the  expira-t 
tlon  of  the  terms  for  which  they  were  elected*  21 

As  has  been  noted,  when  Adams  Co\inty  became  a  separate 
poor  district  the  poor  directors  might  require  that  any  per- 
son asking  for  relief  go  to  the  poorhouse,  and  only  in  ex- 
ceptional cases  did  they  permit  indigent  persons  to  be  cared 
for  in  other  places. 22  They  were  also  allowed  to  bind  out 
pauper  children  as  apprentices  or  Indentured  servant^S  and 
this  practice  was  commonly  followed  to  save  the  coxonty  the 
expense  of  their  care.  During  most  of  the  nineteenth  centu- 
ry, therefore,  the  Adams  County  Home  contained  a  widely  va- 
ried group  of  inmates,  of  all  ages  and  conditions.  But  in 
the  past  half  century,  the  trend  has  been  to  keep  out  of  the 
pooiiiouse  all  persons  who  can  be  better  cared  for  in  more 
specialized  institutions,  and  to  keep  poor  families  together 
in  their  homes  so  far  as  It  is  possible.  This  result  has 
been  accomplished  In  three  ways:  Through  legislation  forbid- 
ding certain  classes  of  persons  to  be  kept  in  the  almshouse, 
through  providing  for  other  persons  in  special  institutions 
and  through  assumption  of  responsibility  for  large  groups  of 
poor  persons  by  the  State  and  Federal  governments. 


16.  1817  P.L.  196  seos.  2,  7,  14. 

17.  IMd..  sec.  8;  1925  P.L.  762  see.  2(h), 

18.  1817  P,L,  196  sees.  5,  9|  Pa.  Dopt,  Welfare,  Poor  Relief  Admin- 
istration, p.  17. 

IT,  1817  P.L.  196  seos.  9,  10, 

20.  Ibid.,  sec.  6. 

21.  TJ^  P.L.  2017  sec.  302. 

22.  1817  P.L.  196  sec.  8, 

23.  Ibid.,  sec.  6, 
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At  present  children  and  mental  patients  are  barred  from 
the  almshouse.  An  act  of  I883  first  made  it  -unlawful  for 
children  to  be  kept  in  the  pooriiouse  for  longer  than  a  60- 
day  period.   Instead  the  poor  authorities  were  required  to 
place  all  destitute  children  either  in  foster  homes  or  in 
institutions  designed  solely  for  children.24   Only  physical- 
ly or  mentally  handicapped  children  are  now  found  in  the 
poorhouse.   Since  I925,  mentally  ill  persons  may  be  detained 
in  the  poorhouse  only  in  case  of  emergency.   In  all  other 
cases  they  are  cared  for  in  mental  hospitals. 25 

A  ntunber  of  afflicted  poor  people  are  usually  sent  to 
specialized  institutions.   Indigent  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  are  supported  by  the  co\inty  in  tuberculosis 
hospitals. 26  Since  I917  the  authorities  In  charge  of  the 
poorhouse  have  been  permitted  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
special  institutions  for  the  care  of  indigent  persons  who 
are  deaf  and  dumb.   These  institutions  must  be  located  with- 
in the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  poor  authorities 
pay  them  as  much  as  it  would  cost  to  maintain  the  persons  in 
the  almshouse.   Since  I927  the  same  provisions  have  been 
made  for  the  care  of  those  blind  people  for  whom  the  poor 
district  or  institution  district  is  responsible. 27   similar 
provisions  allow  the  institution  district  board  to  send 
other  sick  and  injured  persons  to  institutions  where  they  can 
be  better  cared  for.28 

The  most  important  recent  development  has  been  the  in- 
creased use  of  outdoor  relief.  This  form  of  aid  was  at 
first  used  only  to  a  limited  extent,  and  vmder  special  cir- 
cumstances. But  with  the  growing  use  of  mothers'  assistance, 
old  age  assistance,  and  blind  pensions,  finally  paid  with 
State  and  Federal  funds  only,  a  great  number  of  people  were 
kept  out  of  the  poorhouse.  With  the  depression  of  the  1950's 
the  problem  of  relief  for  the  unemployed  became  acute.  New 
measures  were  needed  to  provide  for  them.  The  result  is 
that  at  present  those  poor  persons  who  are  able  to  work  are 
given  outdoor  relief  from  State  and  Federal  appropriations. 
Their  welfare  is  the  responsibility  of  the  county  board  of 
assistance,  and  the  institution  district  no  longer  must  sup- 
port them.  The  institution  district  must  care  for  any  per- 
son who  is  referred  to  it  by  those  in  charge  of  public  as- 
sistance pending  the  determination  of  the  person's  legal 


24.  1883  P.L.  Ill  sees.  1,  2  rep.  1921  P.L.  1030  sec.  5  but 
reen.  In  sees.  2,  3  sup.  1925  P.L.  762  sees.  904,  905  rep.  1937  P.L. 
2017  sec.  702  but  reen.  in  sec.  405;  1883  P.L.  Ill  sec.  3  rep.  1921  P.L. 
1030  sec.  5  but  reen.  in  sec.  1. 

25.  1923  P.L.  998  sees.  305,  306. 

26.  1911  P.L.  649  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  702  but  reen.  in  sec. 
406;  1925  P.L.  762  sec.  910  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  702  but  reen.  in 
sec.  910. 

27.  1917  P.L.  223;  1925  P.L.  762  sees.  907,  908;  1925  P.L.  762  sec. 
909.  All  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  702  but  reen.  In  sec.  401(c). 

28.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  40l(b-e). 
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place  of  residence. 29 

The  result  of  all  these  recent  trends  has  been  that  to- 
day the  Institution  district  board  has  two  major  responsi- 
bilities: sending  to  the  proper  institutions  various  types 
of  people,  and  supervising  the  almshouse  which  shelters 
those  people  for  whom  no  better  place  can  be  fovind.  The  pop- 
ulation of  the  poorhouse  now  consists  chiefly  of  old  unat- 
tached persons  with  more  men  than  women.30 

The  county  commissioners  are  the  executive  and  adminis- 
trative officers  of  the  county  institution  district,^  which 
is  a  corporate  body  with  the  capacity  to  sue  and  be  sued  and 
to  hold,  transfer,  lease,  and  convey  property. 32  The  board 
may  purchase  land  and  buildings  for  almshouse  use;  may  have 
new  buildings  erected  or  old  ones  improved  or  repaired, 33 
Since  1925,  the  Department  of  Welfare  has  had  to  approve  all 
purchases  of  land  and  all  plans  for  buildings  to  be  used  as 
institutions  for  the  poor.*^   The  members  of  the  board  may 
not  be  interested  in  contracts  concerning  the  district.  All 
expenditures  of  more  than  $500  must  be  in  writing  and  the 
board  must  require  a  bond  from  anyone  who  holds  a  contract 
above  that  amo\int.35 

Fxinctlons  and  Records 

The  chief  duty  of  the  institution  district  board  is  to 
care  for  any  dependent  having  a  legal  residence  In  the  coun- 
ty who  is  not  otherwise  supported,36  and  all  persons  without 
legal  residence  \intil  they  can  be  taken  back  to  their 
homes. 37   Most  of  the  money  to  defray  these  expenses  comes 
from  taxation.  Annually  at  least  50  days  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  budget  the  members  of  the  institution  district 
board  prepare  a  proposed  budget  to  take  care  of  the  needs  of 
the  district  for  the  year  to  come.  Final  action  on  the  bud- 
get must  not  be  taken  until  after  at  least  10  days  public 
notice.   In  addition,  the  proposed  budget  has  to  be  made  a- 
vailable  for  public  inspection  for  at  least  20  days  before 
the  date  set  for  its  adoption.  Within  I5  days  after  it  is 
accepted,  a  copy  is  filed  with  the  Department  of  Internal  Af- 
fairs. The  institution  district  may  not  spend  more  money  in 
a  year  than  the  amount  called  for  in  the  budget,  but  during 
the  last  9  months  of  any  year,  money  appropriated  for  one 
purpose  within  the  institution  district  may  be  used  for  an- 


29.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  402.  See  also  chapter  on  Board  of  Assis- 
tance, 

30.  Pa.  Dept.  Welfare,  Poor  Relief  Adjiinistration,  pp.  128,  135. 

31.  1937  P.L.  2017  seo.""35J. 

32.  Ibid.,  sec,  301, 

33.  WS7  P.L.  2017  sees.  305,  316. 

34.  1925  P.L.  762  sees.  700,  715  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  seo.  702  but 
reen.  in  seo.  305. 

35.  1937  P.L.  2017  sees.  315,  317. 
56,  Ibid.,  sec.  401(a). 

37.  7bi7.,  sees,  401,  501-503. 
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other  purpose ,38 

The  Institution  district  board  levies  and  collects  a 
poor  tax  which  must  not  exceed  10  mills  on  every  dollar  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  county.   This  tax  is  based  on 
the  same  types  of  property  and  is  levied  and  collected  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  regular  county  taxes.   In  addition 
the  board  may  levy  annual  taxes  to  defray  interest  and  sink- 
ing fund  charges  on  bonds  issued  for  the  purchase  of  land  or 
buildings,  the  erection  and  equipment  of  buildings,  or  the 
payment  of  debts  on  buildings. 39   With  the  approval  of  the 
D'epartment  of  Internal  Affairs  the  institution  district 
board  may  issue  bonds  to  raise  funds  for  certain  stipulated 
purposes  such  as  the  acquisition  of  real  estate  and  the  fiind- 
ing  of  notes  for  the  district.  The  board  is  also  authorized 
to  borrow  money  for  current  expenses,  giving  notes  payable 
within  a  year.40 

The  covinty  institution  district  board,  like  the  former 
poor  directors,  appoints,  removes,  and  fixes  the  compensa- 
tion of  all  employees  of  the  institution  district.   It  may 
require  a  bond  from  any  employee. 41   in  addition,  some  mis- 
cellaneous duties  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  poor  direc- 
tors now  devolve  upon  the  county  institution  district  board. 
These  include  the  burial  at  an  expenditure  not  exceeding  $75 
of  all  poor  persons  whose  bodies  are  unclaimed  and  not  de- 
sired by  the  State  Anatom.ical  Board.42   Soldiers  and  their 
widows,  however,  are  never  buried  by  the  institution  dis- 
trict, but  by  the  co\inty  commissioners. 43   since  I905  the 
officers  in  charge  of  the  poor  have  been  obliged  to  provide 
the  Pasteur  treatment  for  all  indigent  residents  of  the  co\ii>- 
ty  who  are  in  danger  of  hydrophobia .44   The  institution  dis- 
trict board  must  prepare  and  send  to  the  Department  of  Wel- 
fare any  reports  which  the  Department  requests 45  and  must 
permit  the  Department  or  its  agents  to  inspect  the  covinty 
institutions  at  any  time. 46   in  addition  the  board  may  "take 
any  other  action  authorized  or  required  by  law. "47 

In  Adams  Cotinty  the  institution  district  board  has  kept 
a  minute  book  containing  a  complete  record  of  its  proceed- 
ings ever  since  it  was  established.   Also  foiond  among  the 
records  of  the  board  are  two  volumes  containing  minutes  of 
the  old  poor  directors.   One  of  these  is  for  the  years  I877 


38.  1937  P.L.  2017  seo.  309  am.  1939  P.L.  516. 

39.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  307. 

40.  Ibid.,  sec.  308  am.  1939  P.L.  624  further  am.  1939  P.L.  516. 

41.  T^ST"  P.L.  2017  sec.  306. 

42.  Ibid.,  seo.  403  am.  1939  P.L.  308. 

43.  See  chapter  on  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 

44.  T5tr3  P.L.  92  No.  68  rep.  1913  P.L.  Ill  sec.  2  but  reen.  as  e 
in  sec.  1  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  702  but  reon.  in  sec.  404. 

45.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  407. 

46.  Ibid.,  sec.  304. 

47.  Ibid.,  sec.  401 (f J. 
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and  1878  and  the  other  dates  from  1955  to  1937. 

A  detailed  record  has  been  kept  of  persons  admitted  to 
the  county  home  since  iBjb,  The  record  entitled  Pauper  Com- 
mitments consists,  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the  alms- 
house since  1925,  when  commitments  began  to  be  made  by  the 
poor  directors  alone.   On  each  application  it  has  been  noted 
whether  or  not  the  applicant  was  admitted. 

Since  1925  a  special  record  has  been  required  of  all 
medical  treatment  given  to  Inmates  of  the  home, 48   These 
facts,  and  complete  medical  case  histories  of  all  inmates, 
are  filed  together  and  known  as  Wedical  Records.  There  is 
also  a  record  of  inmates  who  have  been  discharged  since  I916 
and  of  deaths  of  inmates  since  1925.  A  record  of  applica- 
tions for  outdoor  relief  from  I857  until  I910  is  kept  at  the 
almshouse. 

Accurate  accounts  of  the  poor  district  and  institution 
district  have  always  had  to  be  kept. 49   The  account  books 
still  in  existence,  kept  in  different  form  for  different 
years,  cover  the  period  since  189I.  The  institution  dis- 
trict board,  like  the  former  poor  directors,  must  keep  any 
record  required  by  the  Department  of  Welfare^O  and  must  al- 
low the  Department  or  any  of  its  representatives  to  examine 
any  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  institution  district?^ 
Records  of  the  board  are  located  In  the  office  at  the  alma- 
house  tmless  otherwise  indicated. 


Minutes 

314.5.      RECORD   (Minute  Book  of  Institution  District 
Board),    I938— .      1  vol. 
Minutes   of  meetings   of   members   of  institution  district  board, 
showing  date,    time,    and  place   of  meeting;    date   of  next  meet- 
ing;   and  signature   of  clerk.     Arr.    chron.   by  date  of  meet- 
ing.     No   index.      Hdw.      5OO   pp.    13^  x  8   5A  3C  1   5A»      Comma. 
off. 

514)..      RECORD   (Poor  Directors   Minute  Book),    I877-78, 
1955-57'      2  vols.      Discontinued. 
Minutes   of  meetings   of  directors   of  poor,    showing  date,    time. 


48.  1925  P.L.   762  sec.   501  rep.   1937  P.L.   2017  sec.   702  but   reen. 
in  see.  408. 

49.  1817  P.L.  196  seo.   6;   1937  P.L.  2017  sec.   310. 

50.  1925  P.L.   762  seo.  500  rep.  1937  P.L.   2017   seo.   702  but  reen. 
as  am.   in  seo,   304, 

51.  1925  P.L.   762   seo.   224  rep.  1937  P.L.   2017  sec.   702  but  reen. 
in  sec.    407. 


260  ADAMS  COUNTY 


and  place  of  meeting;  names  of  members  present;  nature  of 
business  tj?ansacted;  date  of  next  meeting;  and  signature  of 
clei^.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  meeting.   No  Index.  Hdw, 
Aver.  250  pp.  15  X  8  jA  x  1  jA.   1  vol.^  I877-78,  bsmt.  vlt. 
B.;  1  vol.,  1935-57,  almshouse  off. 

Admissions 

514.5.  ADMISSION  BOOK  OR  REGISTER,  1856--.  k   vols. 
Record  of  Inmates  admitted  to  county  home,  showing  register 
no.,  name,  address,  sex,  color,  age,  nativity,  occupation, 
Ijabits,  morals,  physical  description,  classification,  and 
marital,  mental,  and  financial  status,  of  Inmate;  dates  of 
admission,  discharge,  or  death;  number  of  days  supported; 
and  manner  of  discharge.  Arr.  nvim.  by  register  no.  No  in- 
dex.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm.  Aver.  200  pp.  20h   x  15^  x  2.   1  vol., 
I856-6J4.,  second  floor  strm. ;  3  vols.,  1865--,  almshouse  off. 

314.6.  PAUPER  (Commitments),  I925  — .   1  f.b. 
Applications  for  admission  to  county  almshouse,  showing  date; 
name,  address,  age,  sex,  marital  status,  physical  descrip- 
tion, and  date  and  place  of  birth  of  pauper;  length  of  time 
In  county;  financial  status;  names  and  addresses  of  rela- 
tives; dates  approved  and  admitted;  and  official  signatures, 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  admitted.  No  Index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 

10  X  U  X  12. 

514.7.  MEDICAL  RECORDS,  I925  — .   1  f.b. 

Medical  case  histories  of  Inmates,  showing  register  no.; 
dates  of  examinations;  name,  age,  sex,  color,  occupation, 
habits,  and  family  history  of  inmate;  disability;  result  of 
physical  examination;  mental  development;  recommendations; 
and  disposition.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter  of  surname  of 
inmate.  No  index.  Typed  on  ptd.  fm.   10  x  i^.  x  12, 

Discharges 

3U8.   DISCHARGED  INMATES  ALL  CLASSES,  I9I6— .   1  f.b. 
Record  of  Inmates  discharged,  showing  register  no.;  date  ad- 
mitted; name,  address,  sex,  color,  occupation,  marital  sta- 
tus, physical  and  moral  condition,  date  and  place  of  birth, 
and  classification  of  inmate;  date  discharged;  and  name  of 
person  In  whose  custody  placed.  Arr.  alph.  by  first  letter 
of  surname  of  Inmate.   No  index.   Hdw,  on  ptd,  fm.   10  x  5 
X  Ik. 

Deaths 

314.9.   (RECORD  OF  DEATHS),  I925  — .   1  f.b. 
Record  of  deceased  Inmates,  showing  date  admitted;  register 
no,;  name,  age,  color,  and  nativity  of  deceased;  date  and 
cause  of  death;  and  place  of  burial.  Arr,  alph.  by  first 
letter  of  surname  of  deceased.  No  index.  Hdw.  on  ptd.  fm. 
10  X  5  X  ll^.. 
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Outdoor  Relief 


350.  OUTDOOR  RELIEF  REGISTER;  I857-I9IO.   1  vol. 
Record  of  applications  for  outdoor  relief,  showing  date  of 
application;  name,  address,  sex,  color,  age,  and  marital  sta- 
tus of  applicant;  number  of  dependents;  type  and  amount  of 
relief  granted;  and  dates  of  issue  and  termination,  Arr, 
chron.  by  date  of  aoplication.  No  index.  Hdw,  on  ptd.  fm. 
250  pp.  514.  5/t|.  X  lot   X  2-|.   Second  floor  strm.,  almshouse. 

Accoxints 

351.  BUDGET   INSTITUTION  DISTRICT,    I938— .      1   vol. 
Record  of  expenditures   charged   to   appropriations  granted  for 
administration  and  operation  of  the  Institution  district,  show- 
ing  name   of  account,    amount  of  appropriation,    date,    oi^er 
no.,    name   of  payee,    character  of  expenditure,    totals,    and 
balance.     Also   contains:   Ledger   ( Covin ty  Almshouse),    entry 
352.     Arr.    alph.   by  name  of  account  and   chron.    thereunder  by 
date   of  entry.      No   index,      Hdw.    on  ptd.    fm.      l+OO  pp.   llj.  x.  18 
X  2^.      Comms.   off. 

352.  LEDGER   (County  Almshouse),    I9OO-I937.      3   vols. 
1938 —  in  Budget   Institution  District,    entry  35I. 

Record  of   receipts   and  expenditures   of  co\inty  almshouse, 
showing  amount  of  appropriation;   date,    amo\int,   and  source   of 
receipts;    date,    amotont,   and  purpose   of  expenditures;    order 
no,;   name   of  payee;    totals;    and  balance,     Arr,   chron.  by 
date   of  entry.      No   index.      Hdw.     Aver.   225   PP»    II4-  x  9  x  1^. 
Comms.    off.   vlt. 

353.  JOURNAL,  1891-1919.   2  vols. 

Dally  record  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  covmty  alms- 
house, showing  date,  amount,  and  source  of  receipts;  date, 
amount,  order  no.,  and  purpose  of  expenditures;  and  dally 
and  monthly  totals.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  entry.   No  index, 
Kdw.  Aver.   6OO  pp.  12  3A  x  8  x  2.  Comms.  off.  vlt. 
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Evolution  and  Structural  Organization 

In  the  colonial  period  of  Pennsylvania  history  the  care 
of  the  poor  was  the  responsibility  of  the  minor  political 
divisions  of  the  county  and  was  supervised  in  each  township 
by  two  overseers  of  the  poor,^   Because  of  the  small  popula- 
tion of  these  \mits  direct  aid  was  the  only  practical  form 
of  relief.  But  in  I817  all  the  township  poor  districts  of 
Adams  County  wei^  abolished  and  superseded  by  one  county 
poor  district .2  Thereafter,  with  the  increased  population 
of  the  poor  district,  it  became  more  economical  to  give  in- 
stitutional care  in  the  almshouse  to  all  indigent  persons, 
regardless  of  their  age,  physical  condition,  or  family  ties. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  a  more  humani- 
tarian policy  prevailed;  laws  were  passed  which  aimed  to 
take  out  of  the  poorhouse  all  persons  who  would  be  benefited 
by  being  allowed  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  or  by  being 
cared  for  in  specialized  institutions. 

The  first  of  these  laws,  enacted  in  I885,  forbade  the 
keeping  of  children  between  2  and  I6  years  of  age  in  the 
almshouse,  -unless  they  were  hopelessly  disabled  or  deformed. 
All  other  pauper  children  were  either  to  be  bound  out  as  ap- 
prentices or  indentured  servants  or  placed  in  private  homes 
or  institutions  designed  for  children  only. 5  since  I927  all 
forms  of  personal  indenture  have  been  illegal,* 

In  1913  the  first  Mothers'  Assistance  Law  was  passed. 
This  statute  sought  not  only  to  keep  children  out  of  alms- 
houses, but  to  keep  them  at  home  in  their  mothers'  care. 
The  State  allotted  to  each  covinty  which  agreed  to  provide  a 
like  amount,  a  certain  sum  to  be  used  for  assistance  to  in- 
digent, widowed,  or  abandoned  mothers  with  children  below 
the  legal  working  age, 5  Adams  Coxinty  accepted  the  plan  in 
19ll^..®  In  each  county  the  work  was  directed  by  a  board  of 
trustees  for  mothers'  assistance,  a  group  of  seven  women  of 
the  county,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  serving  without 
compensation.   In  19 19  a  new  Mothers'  Assistance  Act  was 
passed  which,  with  subsequent  amendments,  was  in  force  until 
1957,   It  permitted  payments  to  any  mother  whose  husband  was 
dead  or  pennanently  confined  in  a  mental  hospital.   Payments 

1,  1705-6,  II  St,  at  L.  251  sees.  1,  2  rep.  1771,  VIII  St.  at  L. 
75  seo.  30  but  reen.  as  am.  in  seos.  1,  4,  6,  7  rep.  1937  P.L.  2017 
seo.  702. 

2.  1817  P.L.  196. 

5.  1883  P.L.  11  sees.  1,  2  reen.  1925  P.L.  762  seos.  904,  905 
rep.  1937  P.L.  2017  sec.  702  but  reen.  as  am.  in  seo.  405. 

4.  1927  P.L.  961. 

5.  1915  P.L.  118. 

6.  anull's  Legislative  Handbook,  1915,  p.  1016. 
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might  be  as  high  as  $20  a  month  for  the  first  child  and  $10 
for  each  additional  child,'   A  law  of  1955  permitted  payment 
of  the  grant  after  the  mother's  death  to  the  relative  at 
whose  home  the  child  was  living.^   In  193^  the  work  of  moth- 
ers' assistance  was  brought  under  the  Federal  Social  Secxiri- 
ty  Act  and  made  applicable  to  every  county,^ 

In  1923  provisions  were  made  for  old  age  assistance, 
payable  by  the  State  and  administered  in  eveiy  co\mty  by 
boards  appointed  "by  the  co\inty  commissioners.^^   The  act  was 
declared  \inconstitutional,  however,  and  never  went  into  ef- 
fect.   When  a  plan  for  old  age  assistance  was  finally  a- 
dopted  for  Pennsylvania  in  l')J>il^^     the  requirements  for  aid 
and  the  amovint  of  assistance  to  be  granted  were  based  on  the 
provisions  of  the  defunct  act  of  1925 .   The  acts  of  I93I4.  and 
1956  provided  that  old  age  assistance  be  granted  from  State 
and  Federal  f\inds,  with  the  individual  counties  responsible 
only  for  administrative  expenses  which  were  not  to  exceed  6 
percent  of  the  county's  allocation.  The  funds  were  adminis- 
tered by  the  Department  of  Welfare  and  the  coxmty  board  of 
trustees  of  the  mothers'  assistance  fvmd.   For  every  county 
not  under  the  mothers'  assistance  plan,  the  Governor  appoint- 
ed a  special  board  of  trustees  to  administer  the  old  age  as- 
sistance fund.  Assistance  under  this  act  was  limited  to  $50 
a  month  for  the  first  eligible  member  of  a  family  and  $15 
for  each  additional  member.   This  law  provided  that  the  in- 
dividual cotmties  and  poor  districts  were  to  continue  to  be 
responsible  for  the  care  of  aged  persons  who  did  not  qualify 
for  old  age  assistance. 

Pensions  for  the  blind  were  also  first  granted  in  195^» 
with  funds  provided  by  the  State  until  1955  when  Federal 
grants  were  also  received.  These  pensions  were  likewise  ad- 
ministered by  the  same  coiinty  boards  of  trustees. ^5 

Unemployment  relief  became  increasingly  important  after 
1929  until  it  finally  overshadowed  all  other  types.  This 
aid  had  formerly  been  an  incidental  responsibility  of  the 
overseers  and  directors  of  the  poor.  The  poor  law  of  I856 


7,  1919  P.L.  893  am.  1921  P.L.  1175  further  am,  1923  P.L.  307  fur' 
ther  am.  1936  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  118  rep.  1937  P.L.  2051  aeo.  18. 

8,  1933  P.L.  964  No.  197. 

9,  1919  P.L.  893  sees.  1,  4,  14-18  am.  1936  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L.  118; 
1919  P.L.  893  sec.  3  am.  1923  P.L.  307  further  am.  1936  (Sp.  Sess.)  P.L. 
118  sec.  2;  1919  P.L.  893  sec.  18.1  added  1936  (Sp,  Sess.)  P.L.  118  sec, 
11. 

10,  1923  P.L.    189. 

11,  Busser  v.   Snyder,    282  Pa.  440  (1926). 

12.  1933-34  (^T^ess.)  P.L.   282   rep.  1936   (Sp.   Sess.)  P.L.   28  sec, 
25  but  reen.   as  am.   in  sees,   1-24  am.   1937  P.L.   2049  rep.   1937  P.L.   2051 
sec.  18.     The  act  of  1936  placed  the  granting  of  old  age  assistance  un- 
der the  teims  of  the  Federal  Social  Security  Act, 

13.  1935-34   (Sp,   Sess.)  P.L.   246  rep,  1935  P,L.   621  No,   220  see,  16 
but   reen,   in  sees,   1-15,   17,   18, 


264  ADAMS  COUNTY 

required  that  tx^e  poor  directors  provide  work  for  any  Indi- 
gent person  unable  to  secure  employment.  Work  on  roads  was 
specified  as  a  means  of  coping  with  the  situation.^*   The 
first  law  which  attempted  to  solve  the  growing  problems  of 
\memployment  relief  was  the  First  Talbot  Act,  passed  in  1931* 
Money  was  appropriated  by  the  State  and  allocated  among  the 
counties  on  the  basis  of  need.  The  poor  directors  used 
these  funds  for  food,  clothing,  fuel,  and  shelter  for  resi- 
dents with  no  means  of  support.   No  part  of  this  money  was 
to  be  used  as  a  cash  "dole"  for  the  poor.''-5 

The  State  Emergency  Relief  Board  was  created  in  1952» 
It  was  given  the  responsibility  of  disbursing  all  State 
f\inds  and  Federal  grants  which  were  used  for  vinemployment 
relief.    The  Second  Talbot  Act  entrusted  each  county's  \in- 
employment  relief  program  to  a  covinty  emergency  relief  board 
which  was  made  up  of  five  appointed  unpaid  members.  ^7 

The  Public  Assistance  Law  of  1957  coordinated  all  the 
work  of  mothers'  assistance,  old  age  assistance,  blind  pen- 
sions, and  xinemployment  relief  under  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Assistance  and  the  subordinate  county  boards  of  assist- 
ance .18   The  law  went  into  effect  on  July  1,  1937  ancl  after 
that  date  the  State  Emergency  Relief  Board  and  all  its  sub- 
ordinate agencies  were  abolished  except  insofar  as  necessary 
for  the  liquidation  of  their  affairs  and  property .19   The 
board  of  trustees  of  the  mothers'  assistance  fund  and  of  the 
old  age  and  blind  pensions  funds  were  required  to  terminate 
their  affairs  by  January  1,  I958.20  All  types  of  assistance 
under  the  Department  of  Public  Assistance  are  carried  on 
with  State  and  Federal  funds.  The  county  does  not  provide 
even  operating  expenses  and  has  no  supervision  over  any 
phase  of  this  work,  which  is  wholly  xinder  State  control. 
The  county  has  been  adopted  merely  as  a  convenient  adminis- 
trative \jnit. 

The  work  in  each  county  is  supervised  by  a  board  of  as- 
sistance which  consists  of  seven  members  appointed  by  the 
Governor  and  serving  for  3-year  staggered  terms.  Members 
are  elegible  for  only  two  consecutive  terms  of  office.  The 
Governor  fills  any  vacancy  with  an  appointee,  who  seirves 
out  the  unexpired  period.  Not  all  the  members  of  any  coun- 
ty's board  of  assistance  may  belong  to  the  same  political 
party.  They  receive  no  compensation  but  are  reimbursed  for 
any  expenses  incurred  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 21 

14.  1856  P.L.  539  seo.   3  rep.  1937  P.L.   2017  see.  702. 

15.  1931  P.L.   1503. 

16.  1932  (Sp.  Sees.)  P.L,  88  rep.  1937  P.L.  2051  seo.  18;  Pa. 
Dept.  Welfare, Poor  Relief  Administration,  p.  81. 

17.  l9!ir^TlSSn.)  t».L.  d6. — 

18.  1937  P.L.  2051. 

19.  Ibid.,  seo.  14. 

20.  TOra.,  seos.  15,  17. 

21.  Ibid.,  seo.  5(a,  b). 
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The  board  acts  under  the  supervision  of  the  Department 
of  Public  Assistance,  which  allocates  money  for  assistance 
and  for  administrative  expenses,22  establishes  rules,  regu- 
lations, and  standards  of  eligibility  for  assistance, 25  and 
makes  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  work  of  the  local 
boards^*   The  county  board  is  also  subordinate  to  the  State 
Board  of  Public  Assistance  which  is  made  up  of  the  State 
Treasurer,  the  Auditor  General,  and  seven  additional  members 
selected  by  the  Govemor.25 

Functions  and  Records 

The  work  of  the  county  board  of  assistance  comes  \inder 
four  classifications:  Aid  to  dependent  children,  to  the  aged, 
to  the  blind,  and  to  other  residents  of  the  cotinty  who  need 
assistance  in  order  "to  enable  them  to  maintain  for  them- 
selves and  their  dependents  a  decent  and  healthf\il  standard 
of  living."'  very  definite  requirements  for  eligibility  for 
relief  have  been  set  up  within  these  groups.  Anyone  not 
meeting  the  residence  requirements  may  be  granted  assistance 
until  he  is  removed  to  his  legal  place  of  residence.  Assis- 
tance is  not  given  to  anyone  who  is  an  Inmate  of  a  public 
Institution  or  In  need  of  institutional  care,26 

Every  cotinty  board  of  assistance  selects  from  Its  mem- 
bers a  president  and  a  secretary, 27   Much  of  the  work  of 
public  assistance  is  carried  on  by  its  employees,  who  are 
selected  on  the  basis  of  their  standing  in  competitive  ex- 
aminations, 28  The  county  board  may  recommend  to  the  Gover- 
nor that  any  employee  be  removed  or  suspended.  The  Governor 
thereupon  has  final  action  on  the  matter,*^   In  addition  the 
board  may  appoint  and  remove  an  executive  director  who  has 
qualified  for  employment  thixjugh  an  \inassembled  examina- 


tion, 


SO 


The  board  receives  and  spends  all  contributions  from 
every  source  related  to  assistance  or  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Assistance,'^   It  submits  budgets  to  the  Department 
as  the  basis  for  the  allocation  of  funds  for  all  work  within 
the  scope  of  its  activities,'^   It  makes  recommendations  to 
the  Department  concerning  rules,  regulations,  and  standards 


22.  1937  P.L.  2051  seo.  4(a)  am.  1939  P.L.  1091  seo.  2;   1937  P.L, 
2051  see.  4(e). 

23.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  4(b)  am.  1939  P.L.  1089. 

24.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  4(c), 

25.  1929  P.L.  177  seo.  450  added  1937  P.L.  2003  seo.  2;  1937  P.L. 
2051  seo.  6. 

26.  1937  P.L.  2051   seo.   9  am.   1939   P.L.   1091   seo.    3. 

27.  1937  P.L.  2051    sec.   5(o). 

28.  1929  P.L.  177   seo.   2504-A  added  1937  P.L.    2003  sec.    3, 

29.  1937  P.L.  2051    sec.   7(a)   am.   1939   P.L.   1091   seo.   2. 

30.  1937  P.L.  2051   sec.   7(b)   added  1939   P.L.   1091   sec.   2. 

31.  1937  P.L.  2051   sec.  7(g)   am.   1939  P.L.    1091  sec.   2. 

32.  1937  P.L.  2051    seo.   7(d)   am.   1939  P.L.    1091   seo.   2. 
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of  eligibility  for  assistance  and  relative  to  the  nature  and 
extent  of  assistance  to  be  given?'   The  board  hears  and  de- 
termines appeals  from  the  actions  of  its  employees  which  af- 
fect the  rights  of  those  applying  for  or  receiving  assist- 
ance. Further  appeals  are  made  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Assistance  which  has  the  right  to  make  the  final  decision. ** 
The  board  also  appoints  a  board  of  review  which  hears  and  de- 
termines appeals  by  employees  from  orders  of  demotion  and 
removal?^ 

The  law  allows  the  co\inty  board  of  assistance  to  estab- 
lish policies  and  practices  as  to  the  amounts  of  aid  to  be 
granted  in  individual  cases,  but  no  grant  may  exceed  the 
maximum  amounts  set  by  the  Department  of  Public  Assistance 
fpr  families  of  given  sizes  and  given  circumstances.'^ 
Since  1939  tti®  board  has  been  authorized  to  require  that  all 
employable  general  assistance  recipients  perform  some  work 
in  return  for  the  relief  granted  to  them.   Those  who  refuse 
without  good  reason  to  accept  the  assigned  work  may  be  re- 
fused further  assistance  \intil  they  are  ready  to  comply.'' 
The  board  is  permitted  to  appoint  labor  review  committees  to 
pass  upon  the  eligibility  for  relief  of  any  applicant  or  re- 
cipient who  refuses  to  do  such  work  or  to  take  offered  em- 
ployment.'^  Where  there  is  no  such  committee  the  board  it- 
self has  this  responsibility.'® 

In  connection  with  this  work  relief  the  board  must  pre- 
pare a  statement  of  the  nvunber  of  persons  available  for  work 
classified  by  occupation  and  political  subdivison.  This 
statement  Is  sent  to  various  designated  governmental  and 
charitable  o'rganizations  and  to  all  State  and  Federal  employ- 
ment offices  in  the  county.  When  any  of  these  institutions 
has  work  to  be  done  by  recipients  of  assistance,  the  board 
notifies  the  persons  selected  to  appear  for  work  and  decides 
what  is  the  "prevailing  rate"  of  compensation.   The  worker 
works  only  enough  hours  each  week  for  him  to  earn  at  the 
prevailing  wage  the  eunount  of  money  granted  to  him  as  an  as- 
ai8tanc«.40 

The  board  is  permitted  to  take  various  measures  to  in- 
sure that  assistance  is  granted  only  to  those  acttially  in 
need  and  that  relief  money  is  not  \inwisely  used.   It  may 
subscribe  to  the  services  of  any  commercial  credit  rating 
agencies*!  and  is  authorized  to  require  that  any  bank  dis- 
close to  it  the  amount  of  money  deposited  or  withdrawn  by 


55.  1957  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(h)  am.  1959  P.L.  1091  sec.  2. 
54.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  T(e)  am.  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2. 

56.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  8. 

56.  Ibid.,  sec.  7(j)  added  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2. 

57.  T5^  P.L.  1184  sec.  2. 

58.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(m)  added  1939  P.L.  1091  sec. 
39.  195a  P.L.  13  84  sec.  7, 

40»  lt)id.,  sees.  3-a. 

41.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(n)  added  1939  P.L.  1091  sec. 
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relief  applicants  or  recipients  during  the  preceding  year. 
It  has  a  similar  power  to  find  out  from  employers  the  amoiant 
of  compensation  paid  to  any  designated  person  within  a  given 
period.*?   Upon  request  the  board  must  make  available  to  any 
taxpayer  the  names,  addresses,  and  amounts  of  aid  granted  to 
all  persons  receiving  general  assistance ,*3   jn  addition,  a 
trustee  may  be  appointed  by  the  Department  of  Public  Assis- 
tance to  supervise  the  use  of  assistance  payments  by  any  re- 
cipient who  is  believed  to  be  in  need  of  such  supervision^* 
The  county  board  of  assistance  is  permitted  to  subscribe  for 
nonprofit  medical  service  in  behalf  of  any  person  or  persons 
entitled  to  receive  relief.*^ 

Several  broadly  stated  duties  have  been  given  to  the 
co-unty  board  of  assistance.   It  must  supervise  the  adminis- 
tration of  any  other  public  function  relating  to  its  work 
which  is  given  to  the  board  by  any  political  subdivision  of 
Pennsylvania  with  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Assis- 
tance,   Moreover,  it  must  study,  report,  and  interpret  its 
policies,  problems,  and  work  to  the  Department  of  Public  As- 
sistance and  to  the  public,*^   Any  county  board  Is  permitted 
to  establish  committees  composed  of  citizens  of  the  covmty 
or  of  any  particular  m\anicipallty  in  the  county.   These  com- 
mittees cooperate  with  the  local  board  In  recommending  local 
policies,  supplying  information  regarding  the  eligibility  of 
persons  for  assistance,  and  stimulating  local  employment. 
On  petition  of  50  or  more  residents  of  any  commionity,  the 
board  must  appoint  such  a  committee  to  function  in  that  mu- 
nicipality. 48  The  board  is  obliged  to  encourage  relief  ap- 
plicants to  accept  any  work  offered  by  providing  that  assis- 
tsnce  will  be  granted  at  the  end  of  such  employment  if  the 
need  for  relief  still  exists,*^ 

The  Public  Assistance  Law  required  that  records  of  the 
various  agencies  which  were  superseded  in  I937  by  the  board 
of  assistance  be  turned  over  to  the  board  of  assistance. 
These  have  become  State  re cords, ^^  Among  the  records  of  the 
commissioners  of  Adams  County  are  numerous  papers  relating 
to  the  use  of  the  funds  received  throxogh  the  Talbot  acts. 
In  the  almshouse  there  is  a  record  of  applications  for  out- 
door relief  received  from  I857  until  I9IO,  The  Department 
of  Public  Assistance  now  prescribes  the  rules,  regulations, 
and  standards  for  all  reports  and  records  of  the  board  of 
assistance.  ^^ 


42.  1935  P.L.  48  am.  1939  P.L.  331. 

43.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(o)  added  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2. 

44.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  10. 

45.  1939  P.L.  1125  sec.  11. 

46.  1937  P.L.  2061  sec.  7(f)  am,  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2. 

47.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(i)  am.  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2, 

48.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(k)  added  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2. 

49.  1937  P.L.  2051  sec.  7(1)  added  1939  P.L.  1091  sec.  2, 

50.  1937  ^.L.  2051  sees.  14,  15, 

51.  Ibid.,  sec.  7(c)  am.  1939  P.L.  1091  sec,  2, 
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Bleven  years  before  Adams  Coiinty  was  formed  the  office 
of  Surveyor  General  received  legislative  sanction.   The  in- 
cumbent was  authorized  to  appoint  deputy  stirveyors  to  aid 
him  in  his  work,^    In  1850  the  office  of  deputy  surveyor 
was  abolished  and  its  duties  were  assumed  by  the  county 
surveyor,  an  elective  office  later  sanctioned  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  1874,2   which  also  abolished  the  office  of  Survey- 
or General  and  turned  its  functions  over  to  the  Secretary  of 
Internal  Affaix?s.' 

The  county  s\irveyor  is  required  to  be  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  county  for  at  least  1 
year  prior  to  his  installation  in  officej*   he  must  be  a 
practical  surveyor.^    He  may  not  serve  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  this  State,  nor  may  he  hold  any  office  under  the 
United  States  Government .6    During  his  tenure  the  surveyor 
may  not  serve  as  a  member  of  council  of  any  city,  borough, 
or  town,  nor  as  school  director  of  any  school  district. ' 

Originally  elected  for  a  term  of  3  years^  the  teni;^e 
of  the  surveyor  has  been  extended  to  4  years  since  1909.® 
He  max  he  removed  for  cause  by  the  court  of  quarter , ses- 
sions^ which  also  fills  vacancies. ^'^   Before  ±£king  office 
the  surveyor  takes  an  oath^2  and  files  a  bond. 

Functions  and  Records 

The  duties  of  the  deputy  surveyor  which  the  county  sur- 


1*   1781,  1  a&.L.  529  sees.  2,  5;  1843  P.L.  324  seo.  5. 

2,   Const.,  art.  XTV,  seo.  1;  1850  P.L.  434  seo.  10;  1850  P.L.  434 
seo.  5  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  1051  but  reen.  in  seo.  160}  1929  P.L. 
1278  see.  51  am.  1931  P.L.  401  see.  1. 

S*  Conirfc.,  art.  TV,  seo.  10.  See  also  1850  P.L.  135  seo.  4. 

4.  Oo&st*,  Art*  Xr?f  ■ee*  9» 

5.  1850  P.L.  434  seo.  5  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen.  in 
860.  160. 

6.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  52. 

7.  Ibid. 

8.  TFSS  P.L.  434  seo.  5  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  1051. 

9.  Const.,  art.  XIV,  seo.  2  as  am.  1909;  1929  P.L.  1278  sees. 
51,  160. 

10.  1850  P.L.  434  see.  8  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen. in 
••e.  162. 

11.  1850  P.L.  434  seo.  9  rep.  1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in 
seo.  161. 

12.  Const.,  art.  XTV,  see.  1;  1850  P.L.  434  seo.  7  rep.  1929  P.L. 
1278  seo.  1051  but  reen.  in  see.  53. 

13.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  54  am.  1933  P.L.  964  No.  182. 
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veyor  inherited^*  included  surveying,  ptorsuant  to  warrant, 
lands  to  which  patents  had, not  yet  been  issued.^^   The  dep- 
uty surveyor  was  required  to  enter  these  surveys  in  a  survey 
book  °  and  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  Surveyor  General 
of  the  amount  of  land  surveyed  upon  each  warrant .17   He  made 
returns  of  tinaeated  lands  in  order  to  provide  the  county 
commissioners  with  the  information  necessary  for  levying  and 
collecting  the  several  taxes. ^   He  could  administer  an  oath 
or  affirmation  to  the  persons  employed  as  chain  carriers. ^^ 
He  was  required  to  test  his  instruments  annually  by  the  true 
meridian  line  and  the  fixed  standard  of  measure  set  up  by 
the  county.  20 

The  coTinty  surveyor  receives  from  the  Secretary  of  In- 
ternal Affairs  special  lists  of  warrantee  names  of  \inpatent- 
ed  tracts  for  which  he  ascertains  the  names  and  residences 
of  the  owners,  the  location  of  the  tracts,  and  gives  person- 
al notice  in  writing  to  these  owners  that  their  tract  is  un- 
patented.  Unless  the  arrears  are  paid  within  6  months  of 
the  sending  of  this  notice  the  board  of  property  may  direct 
proceedings,  instituted  by  the  Attorney  General,  to  enforce 
payment  under  the  actpl   The  county  svirveyor  must  send  a 
written  report  in  duplicate  within  3  months  to  the  Secretary 
of  Internal  Affairs  living  the  Information  obtained  concern- 
ing these  warrantees'^   ^  copy  of  these  lists  is  filed  in 
the  prothonotary's  office.  Upon  request  of  the  owner  the 
surveyor  must  make  a  survey  of  any  unpatented  tract  of  land 
and  return  it  to  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs^'  All 
records  concerning  any  land  within  a  given  county  are  now 
kept  in  the  office  of  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs  at 
Harrisbvirg  where  anyone  may  examine  them  upon  payment  of  a 
fee. 24 

There  are  no  legal  requirements  for  the  keeping  of  rec- 
ords by  the  county  surveyor.   The  records  listed  below,  ap- 
parently retained  primarily  because  of  their  historical  in- 
terest, relate  to  grants  and  surveys  of  land  with  the  pres- 
ent boundaries  of  Mams  County. 

Records  of  the  surveyor  are  found  in  the  prothonotary's 
office  vault  unless  otherwise  indicated. 


14.  1850  P.L.  434  seos.  5,  10;  Const.,  art.  XIV,  sec.  1. 

15.  1781,  1  Sm.L.  529  sec.  5;  1782,  2  Sn.L.  13  sec.  5. 

16.  1785,  2  Sto.L.  317  sec.  7;  1792,  3  Sn.L.  70  sec.  5. 

17.  1785,  2  Sn.L.  317  sec.  10;  1792,  3  Sn.L.  70  sec.  7. 

18.  1804  P.L.  517,  4  an.L.  201  sec.  1. 

19.  1803  P.L.  668,  4  Sn.L.  100  sec.  1. 

20.  1850  P.L.  595  sees.  1,  2. 

21.  1872  P.L.  51  sees.  1,  2. 

22.  Up.  to  1874.. these  reports  were  sent  to  the  Surveyor  Genejral, 
1872  P.L.  51  sec.  3. 

23.  1872  P.L.  51  sec.  4. 

24.  1929  P.L.  177  sec.  1203. 
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354.  ORIGINAL  LAND  GRANT,    1737-1824.      4   f.b. 

Shows  name  and  address  of  warrantee,  location  and  descrip- 
tion of  land,  amount  to  be  paid,  date  of  grant,  and  signa- 
tures' of  secretary  of  Land  Office  and  Surveyor  General.  Arr. 
chron.  by  date  of  grant.  No  index.   Hdw.  10  x  5  x  14. 

355.  DRAFTS  AND  SURVEYS  IN  ADAMS  COUNTY,  1762-63, 
1765-1868.   1  bdl.  (unlabeled),  3  f.b.  (dated). 

Original  drafts  and  surveys  of  lands,  showing  name  of  owner, 
location  and  description  of  land,  date  surveyed,  names  of 
adjoining  owners  and  townships,  date  filed,  and  signatxires 
of  surveyor  and  prothonotary.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed. 
No  index.   Bdw.  Bdl.  10  x  12  x  6;  f.b.  10  x  6  x  14.   1  bdl.^ 
1762-63,  bsmt.  vlt.  A.;  3  f.b.,  1765-1868,  proth.  off.  vlt. 

356.  DRAFT  BOOK,  1747-1883.   4  vols.   (A,  C,  D,  F). 
Record  of  land  drafts  filed,  showing  name  of  present,  former, 
and  adjoining  owners;  location  and  description  or  property; 
dates  purchased  or  portions  sold;  date  surveyed;  and  name  of 
s\irveyor.  Arr.  chron.  by  date  of  survey.   Indexed  alph.  by 
first  letter  of  surname  of  owner.  Hdw.  Aver.  115  pp.   13 

X  8  X  3/4. 

357.  (LAND  WARRANTS  WITH  SURVEYS  NOT  PILED),  1744-185^ 
1  vol. 

Record  of  land  warrants  for  which  survey  was  not  filed,  shout- 
ing name  of  warrantee,  date,  warrant  no.,  location  and  de- 
scription of  property,  and  amooints  due  and  paid.  Arr.  chron, 
by  date  of  entry.  No  index.   Hdw.   12  x  14  x  1  3/4.  Bsmt. 
vlt.  A. 

358.  CERTIFICATE  FROM  LAND  OFFICE,  1870-1902.   1  f.b. 
Certified  copies  of  original  land  grants,  showing  name  of 
warrantee,  location  and  description  of  land,  date  of  grant, 
warrant  no.,   date  issued,  and  official  seals  and  signatxires. 
Arr.  chron.  by  date  filed.   No  index.   Hdw,   10  x  5  x  14. 
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Evolution  and  Staructural  Organization 

The  county  board  of  .viewers  has  developed  from  the  road 
viewers,  first  authorized  In  1699I  In  a  law  which  formed  the 
basis  for  the  general  road  laws  of  l8022  and  I856.2  When 
anyone  wished  to  have  a  road  built  he  petitioned  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions,  which  thereupon  appointed  "six  discreet 
and  respectable  freeholders"  to  view  the  gro\ind  proposed  for 
the  iK>ad.   If  four  of  them  agreed  that  the  road  should  be 
built,  they  prepared  a  favorable  report  to  the  court.  They 
submitted  with  their  report  a  draft  of  the  proposed  road,  so 
planned  as  to  be  most  satisfactory  to  the  petitioners  and 
yet  built  over  the  most  suitable  terrain  and  covering  the 
shortest  distance.   If  the  judges  confirmed  the  report  the 
county  built  the  road.*  A  similar  procedure  was  followed  in 
deciding  whether  private  roads  should  be  built  and  maintained 
by  the  petltloner,5  in  vacating  roads,  and  in  determining 
whether  the  covin ty  should  build  a  bridge  which  one  or  more 
townships  considered  too  expensive  for  them  alone  to  con- 
struct.6  When  anyone  was  dissatisfied  with  a  viewers'  re- 
port, he  was  permitted  to  petition  the  court  for  a  second 
vlew.7   If  a  property  owner  claimed  damages  for  the  building 
of  a  road  through  his  land,  the  court  appointed  six  other 
viewers  to  determine  the  amount  which  the  county  should  pay 
him  .8 

A  somewhat  different  system  was  adopted  for  Adams  Coxin- 
ty  in  1859  by  the  terms  of  a  special  law.   Since  that  date 
the  number  of  viewers  to  be  appointed  for  each  particular 
case  has  been  limited  to  three.  Every  view  or  re-view  must 
be  made  by  all  three  viewers  and  the  report  concurred  in  by 
two  of  them.   In  all  cases  the  viewers  or  re-viewers  are  o- 
bliged  to  give  public  notice  of  the  contemplated  route  of 
the  road  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  view.   If  the 
viewers  decide  in  favor  of  locating  a  road,  they  try  to  pro- 
cure releases  from  damage  claims  from  the  persons  through 
whose  lands  the  road  is  to  be  built.  When  they  cannot  get 
releases,  they  assess  the  damages  and  make  a  report  of  the 
matter  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions.   If  the  court  is 
satisfied  It  confirms  the  report. 9 


1.  Laws  of  the  Assembly  (1699)  in  Charter  to  William  Penn,  p.  £85 
aec.  6.  — ~—  — 

2.  1802,  X\ni  St.  at  L.  151  seq,   25. 

3.  1836  P.L.  551. 

4.  1802,  XVTI  St.  at  L.  151  sec.  1  supp.  1809,  5  Sm.L.  53  sec.  1 
further  supp.  1829  P.L.  114. 

5.  1802,  XVII  St.  at  L.  151  sec.  17. 

6.  Ibid.,  sec.  18  supp.  1815,  6  Sm.L.  242;  1846  P.L.  416;  1854  P.L. 
645.  

7.  1836  P.L.  551  sec.  25. 

8.  1802,  XVII  St.  at  L.  151  sec.  14. 

9.  1854  P.L.  204  extended  to  Adams  Counly  by  1859  P.L.  508  No.  505. 
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During  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  the 
counties  began  to  use   similarly  appointed  viev/era  for   other 
pvirposes,    such  as  deciding  whether  the   county  should  take 
over  toll  bridged®     or   turnpikes^     or  build  bridges   to  be 
naintained  by  the  to'.vnships   in  which  they  would  be   located.-'-^ 
The   same   system  is  used  when  petitions   request   the  construc- 
tion of  guardrails   for  tovmship  bridges,^'    and  the   connec- 
tion of  borough  sewers  with  those   of  an  adjoining  municipali- 
ty.^*      In  each  of  these   cases  the  viev/ers  not    only  determine 
the  advisability  of  granting  the   petition,   but  decide  the 
amoiint   of  daraagec    to  be   given  to  affected  landowners. 

There  are  various   circuniatancea  under  which  viewers   are 
selected  by  the   court   of  coDiinon  pleas  rather   than  the   court 
of  quarter  sessions.      These  are   chiefly  eminent  domain  pro- 
ceedings.     Viev/ers   appointed  by  the  covu't    of   common  pleas 
assess  damages    incurred  when  land   is    purchased   cythe  countjr-'-^ 
or  condemned  for  use  by  a  railroad .1^       The   court   of  comnon 
pleas   also  appoints  vlev;ers   to  award  damages   to  persons 
whose  property  is   taken  by  a  borough^"^    or  tov/nship;^^    to  es- 
tablish disputed  boundary  lines  between  municipalities ;19    to 
view  a   property  which  the   State  v/ishes  to  take   over ,20     and 
to  assess  benefits   secured  from  flood  control  work.  21 

Until   1911  the   court   of  quarter   sessions    or   the  court 
of  common  pleas   appointed  viewers   from  the   entire   population 
of  the   county  v/henever  they  \vere  needed.      But    in  that   year   a 
law  .was   passed  which   established  a   permanent  board   of  viev/- 
ers   from  amonr;  the  members   of  which  nil  viewers   are   select- 
ed. 22     The    ?roup  of  vlev;ero   Tinned  for   any  particular   case   is 
knov/n  as   a  board   of  viev/. 


10.  1876  P.L.  131  an.   1878  P.L.   41  further  a^.  1911  P.L.   91  sec.l« 

11.  1885  P.L.    170  supp.   1887  P.L.    306   rep.   1929  P.L.   1278   sec. 
1051  but  reen.   in  sees.  941-944. 

12.  1879  P.L.   146  an.  1887  P.I.   267  further  am,  1903  P.L.  74  fur- 
ther an.  1911  P.L,  970  rep.   1929  P.L.   1278  sec.  1051. 

15,     1678  P.L,   150  No.  190  rep.  1929  P.L.   1278   sec.  1051. 

14.  1901  P.L.   668  Ho.   338   rep.   as   to  tv;p8.   1917   P.L.   840  sec. 
1500,    rep.  as  to  boroa.  1915  P.L.   312  ch.   XEII  art.  I   sec.  1. 

15.  1883  P.L.    58   sic.  1  am.  1911  P.L.  1039  further  am.  1921  P.L.. 
371  rep.  1929  P.L.   1278   sec.   1081  but  reen.  in  sec.   518  en.   1931  P.L. 
401  sec.  1  and  in  sees.   518-524. 

16.  1849  P.L.   79  sec.   11;   1906  P.L.    525   sec.   8. 

17.  1915  P.L.   312  ch.  VI,   art.  II   sec.  1,   art.  Will   sees.   5-23 
rep,  1927  P.L.   519   sec.   3301  but  reen.   in  sees.   1420-1452. 

18.  1931  P.L.    1206   sees.   1920-1952j    1933  P.L.   103  sees.   1020-1055. 

19.  1893  P.L.   284  sec.   2   rep.  as   to  boros.   1915  P.L.    312   ch.   XTII, 
rep.  as  to  twps.   1917  "p.L.   840  sec.   1500. 

20.  1919  P.L.  976   sec.   3;   1921  P.L.   984  sec.   2  en.   1935  P.L.  1049. 

21.  1936   (Cp.   SesE.)  P.L.    95. 

22.  1911  P.L.  1123  sees.  1-4  rep.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  26;    1929  "^.L. 
1278  sees.  171-173  an.  1931  P.L.  401  sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  1278  sees.  174- 
176. 
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In  every  coxmty  the  board  of  viewers  consists  of  from 
three  to  nine  members;  the  exact  number  is  determined  by  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  which  appoinua  the  board,  23  At  any 
time  the  judges  may  change,  within  the  legal  limits,  the  nvun- 
ber  of  members.   The  full  quota  of  nine  members  is  usually 
appointed  in  Adams  County.   One-third  of  the  members  of  each 
board  may  be  surveyors  or  memoers  of  the  bar.*   Every  mem- 
ber must  be  at  least  25  years  of  age,  a  freeholder,  and  a 
qualified  elector  who  is  "engaged  in  no  other  public  employ- 
ment of  profit ."^^   The  office  of  a  viewer  is  vacant  as  soon 
as  he  moves  from  the  county  or  ceases  to  possess  any  of  the 
qualifications.  The  court  of  common  pleas  may  determine 
summarily  any  facts  which  bring  about  a  vacancy. ^^ 

The  members  of  the  board  of  viewers  hold  office  for  a 
term  of  3  years  from  the  date  of  their  appointment,  whether 
they  are  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  or  to  take  up  a.  new 
term.   Members  may  be  reappointed  for  any  number  of  times 
and  may  be  dismissed  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  any 
reason. 27  All  members  of  boards  of  view,  before  performing 
their  duties,  must  take  an  oath  which  is  administered  by  any 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  or  by  one  of  their  mem- 
bers.2°   The  compensation  of  a  viewer  is  fixed  by  law  at 
$7.60  a  day  for  each  day  actually  spent  in  official  duties 
and  traveling  expenses  of  5  cents  a  mile.2^ 

Whenever  a  petition  is  presented  to  any  court  asking 
for  the  appointment  of  viewers  for  any  of  the  piarposes  for 
which  they  are  used,  that  cotirt  appoints  a  board  of  view  con- 
sisting of  three  members  of  the  cotintJ-y  board  of  view^s. 
One  member  of  each  board  must  be  learned  in  the  law.  ^     When 
a  road  or  bridge  is  on  the  county  line,  each  county  selects 
three  viewers. 81   Whenever  viewers  are  appointed  the  persons 
applying  for  their  appointment  must   give  at  least  5  days  no- 
tice to  at  least  two  of  the  county  commissioners  of  the  time 
when  the  view  is  to  take  place. '2   No  order  for  a  re-view  of 
a  road  may  be  granted  until  the  petitioners  have  given  at 
least  5  days  notice  of  the  time  of  the  re-view  to  one  or 
more  of  the  first  three  petitioners  for  the  original  view. 
The  holding  of  such  a  re-view  may  not  be  postponed  unless  an 
affidavit  showing  the  reason  for  the  postponement  is  filed 
with  the  clerk  of  courts,  53 


23, 

1929  P.L.  1278  sec,  173  am. 

1931 

P.L.  401 

sec. 

1. 

24. 

1929  P.L.  1278  seo.  171  am. 

1931 

P.L.  401 

seo. 

1, 

25, 

1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  172  am. 

1931 

P.L.  401 

seo. 

1. 

26. 

1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  174*. 

27. 

Ibid, 

28, 

iblj^  P.L,  551  sec,  53, 

29, 

1929  P.L.  1278  sec.  171  am. 

1931 

P.L,  401 

seo. 

1. 

30, 

1911  P.L,  1123  sec.  5, 

31. 

1811,  5  &i,L.  261  sup,  1836 

P.L. 

551  sees. 

.  26, 

34  re 

p.  1929 

P.L.  1278  sec.  1051  but  reen,  in  sees.  936,  937, 

32,  Kules  of  Court,  Rule  144« 

33.  Ibid,,  Hula  145, 
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The  law  of  I9II  did  not  repeal  any  prior  acts,  except 
Insofar  as  they  were  inconsistent  with  Its  terras,^*   The 
powers  and  duties  of  boards  of  view  are  usually  set  forth  In 
each  act  which  deals  with  a  situation  for  v/hlch  viewers  are 
appointed.  But  since  their  duties  usually  consist  of  either 
determining  whether  aji  Improvement  Is  to  be  made  or  awarding 
damages  and  assessing  benefits  in  eminent  domain  proceedings, 
a  satisfactory  understanding  of  the  activities  of  boards  of 
view  can  be  secured  from  a  study  of  the  road  laws  of  I856 
and  1859  and  of  the  provisions  relating  t6  eminent  domain  in 
the  General  Cotmty  Law.  The  latter  are  similar  to  those  in 
the  general  township  and  borovigh  laws* 

When  viewers  are  summoned  to  determine  whether  a  road 
or  bridge  is  to  be  built,  repaired,  or  abandoned  they  give 
public  notice  of  their  meeting .^^  and  they  then  meet  at  the 
proposed  location  and  determine  whether  the  petition  should 
be  granted.   If  they  decide  that  a  road  should  be  built, 
they  plan  it  and  make  a  report  to  the  next  term  of  the  court 
of  quarter  sessions,  stating  who  was  present  at  the  view, 
whether  each  viewer  took  the  oath,  and  whether  the  road  is 
to  be  a  public  or  private  one.  Attached  to  this  report  is 
a  plan  which  shows  the  course  of  the  road  and  the  properties 
thro\agh  which  it  is  to  pass. 36   if  the  court  approves  of  the 
report,  it  decides  how  wide  the  road  shall  be^   Three  view- 
ers have  similar  powers  in  planning  main  or  trunk  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  plants .^^ 

At  the  time  of  making  the  view,  the  viewers  attempt  to 
secure  releases  for  damages  from  the  owners  of  the  land  on 
which  the  road  or  bridge  is  located.   If  they  are  not  suc- 
cessful in  doing  this,  they  proceed  to  assess  the  damages. 
Viewers  are  also  authorized  to  allocate  the  cost  of  widening 
and  altering  roads  between  the  various  m\inicipalities  in 
which  they  are  situated, 40   Whenever  the  county  commission- 
ers can  agree  with  property  owners  as  to  the  amo\int  of  dam- 
ages sustained  through  road  work,  the  formality  of  a  view 
may  be  dispensed  with  if  the  total  amoxmt  of  damages  does 
not  exceed  ^300.'*^   Appeals  from  the  viewers'  reports  on 
road  damages  are  made  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  with  50 


34.  1911  P,L,  1123  sec.  12. 

35.  1854  P,L.  204  sec.  2  extended  to  Adams  County  1859  P,L.  508 
No.  505. 

36.  1836  P.L.  551  sees.  2,    3. 

37.  Ibid.,  sees.  4,  5,  12;  1901  P.L,  573. 

38.  T52?  P.L.  1278  sees,  1002,  1006, 

39.  1854  P.L.  204  sec.  3  extended  to  Adams  County  1859  P.L.  508 
Ko.  505. 

40.  1903  P.L,  157  No.  99  am.  1907  P.L.  372. 

41.  1929  P.L.  1278  see.  877. 
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days  ,42 

The  duties  of  the  board  of  viewers   In  eminent  domain 
proceedings   are   similar  to   those   In  assessing   road  damages. 
When  the   county  takes  over  private  property  and  cannot  agree 
with  the  owner  as.  to  the  amoxint   to  be  paid  for  It,    the  court 
of  common  pleas   appoints   three  members   of  the  board  of  view- 
ers.     Ten  days   public  notice   of   their  meeting   Is  given  by 
the   viewers,    a  majority  of  whom  must   attend  all   proceedings 
and  concTor  In  all  declslons.^^      At  the  meeting  they  hear  all 
witnesses  and  Interested  persons,   and  afterwards   they  pre- 
pare a  schedule  of  damages  and  give  notice   to  everyone  con- 
cerned of  a  day  when   they  will  meet   to   exhibit   the   schedule 
and  hear  exceptions.** 

The  entire  board  of  viewers  prepares  hearing  or  trial 
lists  under  the  direction  of  the  court.     The  hearings  are 
held  publicly   in  the   covirthouse   or  some  other  suitable  place 
designated  by   the   court.     Whenever  the   board  considers    it 
to  be  desirable,    stenographer's   reports  of  hearings  are  kept, 
and   copies   are   furnished   to   all   interested  parties.      With 
the   pennlssion   of   the   county  commissioners   the  board  may  em- 
ploy stenographers  and  clerical  assistants.     The  number  and 
compensation  of  these   assistants   are   fixed  by   the   county   com- 
missioners .46 

After  making  any  necessary  changes,    the  board  of  view 
makes   a   report   to   the  covirt  of  common  pleas    showing   all  dam- 
ages  and  benefits   and   containing  a   plan  of   the   contemplated 
improvement.      Public  notice   of  the  filing   of   the   report   is 
given,    and  any   exceptions   must  be   filed  within  50  days.      If 
no  exceptions  are  filed,    the   court  confirms   the   report  of 
the  board  of  view.     When  exceptions  are  made,    the  case  goes 
to  the   court   of  common  pleas.      Further  appeals   are    taken   to 
the  Supreme  Court  or  the  Superior  Co\irt,*€ 

At   the   conculusion  of  the  work  of  any  board  of  view,    it 
must  file   in   the   court  which  appointed   it  a   report   of    the 
findings   of   the  board  and  of  all  damages   awarded  and  bene- 
fits  assessed.      With   this    report   is   a  plan  which  shows   all 
properties   affected.     Every   report  must  be   concurred   in  and 
signed  by  at   least  two  of   the  viewers.      In  case   of   the  fail- 
ure  of  a  board  of  view  to   secure   the   concurrence   of  two  of 
its   members,    it   Informs   the   co\irt  of   that  fact,    and   the 
court  appoints   a  new  board  of  view  to   consider  the  case.*^ 


42.  1891  P.L.   116  No.  102  see.  1   rep.  as  to  boros.   1915  P.L.   312 
ch.  SIII  «apt.  I    860.  1  but  reen.    in  oh.  VI  art.  II  sees.  17-20  rep.  1927 
P.L.   519  seo.   3301  but  reen.  in  seos.  1435-1615  am.  1931  P.L.  386   seo. 
21. 

43.  1929  P.L.   1278  seo.   518  am.  1931  P.L.   401   seo.  1. 

44.  1929  P.L.   1278   sees.   523,   524. 

45.  1911  P.L.   1123  sees.   6-8;    1929  P.L.    1278   seo.   176. 

46.  1929  P.L.   1278  seos.   526,   532-534;   1939  P.L.   441  No.  251; 
Rules  of  Court,  Rules  146,   147. 

47.  1911  P.L.   1123  sec.   9. 
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There   are  no   requirements    that   records  be  kept  by   the 
board  of  viewers   and  none  are   kept   In  Adams   County.     The   pa- 
pers of  any   specific  board  of  view  are  usually  fo\and  among 
the   records   of  the   court  which  appointed   that  board. 


XXVII.      SEALER   OF  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES 

In  provincial  Pennsylvania   the   inspection  of  weights 
and  measvires  was  entrusted  to  officers  appointed  specifical- 
ly for  that  pxirpose  in  each  town.^        After  the  advent  of  the 
proprietors  a  sealer  was   appointed  for  each  of  the  counties 
as   a  result   of   specific   statutory  requirement ,2      and  it   was 
by  virtue  of  this  requirement  that  a   sealer  was  appointed 
for  Adams  County  when  it  was  formed  in  1800.     A  special  act 
relating  to  Adams  County  abolished  this   office   in  1860^ 
and  the  act   of  1877  which  revived  this   office  for  all  coun- 
ties*    had  no  effect  on  the  replacement  of  this  J3f fleer.     In 
1883  this   office  was   abolished  in  all  counties.  ^     The   of- 
fice  of   sealer  was  not  reestablished  until  an  act   of  1895 
authorized  the  boards   of  county  connnis  si  oners   to  appoint 
inspectors   of  weights  and  measures   In  cities   of  the  first 
and   second  classes.*         Sixteen  years   later  the  boards   of 
county  commissioners  were  empowered  to  appoint   one   or  more 
persons  as  county  inspectors  of  weights  and  measures. 
In  1912  Adams  Coxmty  appointed  such  an  Inspector  who  was 
designated  sealer  of  weights  and  measxxres.     At  present   there 
is   one  sealer  in  this  county. 

Sealers  of  weights  and  measures   served  for  an  indefinite 
term  until  1845  when  their  tenture  was   set   at   3  years. ^        The 
act   of  1895  established  a  4-year  term  for  city  inspectors* 
but  at  the  present  time  all   inspectors  hold  office  dtiring 
good  behavior. 

Powers,   Duties,   and  Records 

The  sealer  must   inspect  and  adjust  all.  scales,   weights, 
and  measures  not  more  than  four  times  a  year.  He  must 


1. 

Duke  of  York's  Laws  in  Charter  to  William  Penn,  p.  51, 

2. 

1700.  1  Sn.L.  18  sec.  1  reen.  in  184S  I^.L.  443  sec.  5. 

3. 

1860  P.L.  511, 

4. 

1877  P.L.  52  No.  50» 

5. 

1883  P.L.  6  No.  5  seo.  1. 

6. 

1895  P.L.  386  seo.  1  sup,  1911  P.L.  275  seo.  1. 

7. 

1911  P.L.  275  seo.  1  am.  1913  P.L.  960  sec.  1  am.  1917 

P.L. 

1102  sec 

.  1. 

8. 

1845  P.L.  443  sec.  5  rep.  1883  P.L.  6  No.  5. 

9. 

1895  P.L.  386  seo.  1  sup.  1911  P.L.  275  seo.  1. 

10. 

1911  P.L.  275  seo.  1  am.  1913  P.L.  960  seo.  1  am.  1917 

P.L. 

1102   seo.  1.     That  portion  of  the  amendment  of  1913  iihloh  says  inspec- 
tors cannot  be  removed  except  for  oause  violates  the  Constitution,   art. 
VI,    seo.  4.     The  act  of  1913  P.L.  960  sec.  1  was  held  unconstitutional 
in  Conm.  ▼.  Hoyte,   254  P»»  45   (1916)  and  in  Coram,  v.  Leary,"  63  Super, 
434  (1915).     This  provision  remains  virtually  unchanged,   however,   under 
the  act  of  1917  P.L.   1102   sec.  1. 

11.     1845  P.L.   443   sec.   6   rep.   1883  P.L.   6;    1895  P.L.    386   sec.   3. 
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take  charge  of  the  standards  furnished  by  the  chief  of  the 
State  Bureau  of  Standards,  and  has  the  power  to  test  all 
instruments  used  in  weighing  and  measuring  anything  to  be 
sold,  including  instruments  for  weighing  at  coal  mines, 
weighing  machines,  and  scales  installed  in  places  frequented 
by  the  public.   For  the  purpose  of  making  these  tests,  the 
sealer  may  enter  any  premises  with  a  warrant,  and  may  stop 
any  vendor  or  vehicle  on  any  public  highway.   He  may  mnrk  as 
condemned  or  seize  any  false  weighing  and  measuring  device. 
If  he  does  so  he  may  retain  possession  of  the  device  for  use 
as  evidence  in  subsequent  prosecution.  After  the  conclusion 
of  such  prosecution  the  device  may  be  destroyed  \inless  other- 
wise ordered  by  the  covirt.^^ 

Purchasers  of  uninspected  new  scales,  weights,  or  meas- 
ures must  request  the  sealer  to  test  them  before  they  are 
used,  and  if  they  cannot  be  adjusted  they  must  be  removed 
and  destroyed.^^   The  sealer  must  seal  weights  and  measures 
when  he  finds  that  they  comply  with  all  regulations.   How- 
ever, such  approval  is  not  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  an 
Individual  weight  or  measure  at  any  subsequent  time,  and  anv 
device  fotind  to  be  defective  afterwards  may  be  confiscated. 

The  sealer  must  enforce  the  laws  which  prohibit  sales 
of  dry  commodities  by  liquid  measvire;  sales  of  liquid  com- 
modities by  dry  measiires;  sales  utilizing  a  measvire  without 
a  bottom,  or  one  which  is  not  distinctly  marked  as  to  its 
capacity;  sales  of  envimerated  commodities  by  bushel  without 
specifying  the  designated  weight;  and  sales  by  anyone  with 
intent  to  defraud  or  misrepresent  any  article  ^s  to  weight, 
place  of  manufactxare,  or  name  of  manufacturer.    Upon  dis- 
covery of  an  offender  it  is  the  duty  of  the  sealer  to  com- 
mence prosecution. 

The  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  must  send  complete 
monthly  reports  to  the  State  Bureau  of  Standards .^^  He  is 
not  required  by  law  to  keep  any  records. 


12.  1911  P.L.  275  seo.  2;  1913  P.L.  960  sec,  2j  1917  P.L.  799  see, 
1;  1929  P.L.  1757  sec.  1, 

13.  1895  P.L.  386  sec.  5. 

14.  1921  P.L.  389  sec,  13.  ,„,.„. 

15.  1913  P.L.  965  sees.  2-6,  9;  1915  P.L.  280  sec.  Ij  1915  P.L. 
531  sec.  1;  1921  P.L.  253  sec.  1;  1923  ?.L.  278  sec.  1;  1925  P.L.  325 
sec.  1;  1929  P.L.  1259  sec.  1;  1931  P.L.  105  sec.  1. 

16.  1921  P.L.  389  sec.  15.  ,«,„„, 

17.  1911  P.L.  275  sec.  2  am,  1913  P.L.  960  sec.  2  am.  1917  P.L. 
799  sec.  1  am.  1929  P.L.  1757  sec.  1. 
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1751-UO 

lyi^i-^o 

53^;,  iii'  IIL 
1751-60 

35i+,  556,  557 
1761-70 

35U,  1^,  556,  557 
1771-80 

M'  55U-357 
1781-90 

h3,  Ik'  55U-557 
1791-1800 


h.  24^  20,  ii5,  US,  ^-n*  60,   61,   6^,   6^,   6^,  20,  25, 
1^7, ^6Ji,  1717  1^^  2U37  20^  2UB7  2^22S7"25U7^23Tr^ 


L57,"T6k,   1717  iffr  2U37  2^* 2UB7' 2^22S7"25U7-'^23T 
^-2^'  2|S7  2S27  2f^  221,  2257  101,  55l4:-557 


1801-10 


2,  L,   15,   l§>  20^  ^?.  ^^,^5,  U9,  55-57,  . 
6<^.   70,  75,  76,  ^,  B5,   8U,  97,   98,   99.   l( 


,    61,    65,    65, 
110,    111, 


'U.  301,  505 


;5i^-557 


^11-20 


2,  i|.,   15,   13,   20,  27,, 12,  35,  1+5,  U9,   53-57,  59,  61,  65, 
65,  69,   70,  21'  75,  70,   bl,   05,   bL,   97-100,   101,   m* 
i"'^5,   lii,   127,   129,   150,   132,   133,  }M0.  lUl,~Tfe,   1U5, 
-.ct.  -.--^    .^!.     -.^n     --T?^  185,   lad,   1^2^37205,  208, 

^,  2I1.8-251,  212,  25U,  259, 


^^  ^^^   ,,  .^      -9,   150, 
i'^5-i5T,  16I+,  171,  1^7  1 
215,  222,  225-228,  25?T 
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262-26U.    271,    272,    27U,    301,    505,    513,    35I4.-557 


1821-50 


z^K,  155*  258*  259,  2^,  262-2614.,  271,  272,  27i^.,  301, 
102,  5^,  313,  112,  55i^--557 


1831-I4.0 


2,  U,   15,  18,  20,  27,  32.  33,  i^-5,  i:6,  i;9,   53-57,   59,  ^\ 
63,   65,   69,  70,  75,  76,  81-81^,  97-T^p,   103,   ill,   113, 
llU,   119,   121,  127,  129,  130,  132-I3i+,  1^0-1^5,   ii^-5, 
m  150,   155-157,  i6i^,  171,   171'   I8l#,  ig2,  18^,   187, 
ife,  I^,  203,  205,  207,  208,^215,  2l8,^?3-228,  230, 
231,    2l;8-252,    25!].,    256,    258-260,    262-26ij.,    266,    268,    273, 
272,  27ij.,  284,  501,   302,  505,  315,  532,  lli57"555^57 


1814-1-50 


1,  2,  h*  15,  18,  20,  27,  32,  53,>3,  i|6,  1^8,  1^9,  53-57, 
59,  -61,  63,  65,  69,  70,  76,  80,  81-814.,  90,  2i'  97-99, 
103,   106,  111,  113  111]-,  118,^19,  121,  TZ7,n[29,  130, 
132-13157  ill,  li^O,   lij^,  inj,  ii^5,   1^8,   150,   155-157 
l6k,   I7i,"t7^ 
208 


252,  ... 
272,  271. 
357 


r5,  181-183,  188,  193,  195,  203,  205,  207, 
),  215,  218,  223-2fH,  2^0,  231,  251,  ^^^' 
u   256,  258-260,  262-26li.,  266,  2K87  27I; 


210,  215,  218,  223-22H,  230,  251,  2; 

[,  256,  25r   . 

I-,  284,  301,  302,  305,  307,  332,  345,  355- 


1851-60 


1,  2,  4,  15,  18,  19,  20,  27,  32,  33,  36,  43,  45,  46,  47, 

48,  49,  53-57,  59,  61,  65,  69,  70,  76,  77,  80^4,  90, 
91,  97-99,  102,  103,  104,  106,  111,  113,  114,  115,  118, 
119,  120,  12T7  126,  1^77  129,  130,  132-135,  156,  138, 
140,  142,  143,  145,  148,  150,  152,  155-157,  164,  175, 
181,  183,  188,  193,  195,  203,  ^05,  207-210,  215,  218, 
223-228,  230,  231,  235,  242-246,  248-251,  254-256,  258- 
260,  262-264,  266,  268,  270,  271-274,  284,  285,  301, 
302,  305,  307,  332,  345,  350,  355-357 


1861-70 


1,  2,  4,  15,  18,  20,  25,  27,  28,  34,  35,  36,  37-40,  43, 
45-49,  53-57,  59,  61,  63,  65,  69,  70,  76,  78,  80-84, 
90,  91,  92,  97-99,  102,  104,  106,  111,  113-115,  117, 
118,  120,  121,  126,  127,  129,  130,  132-136,  137,  138, 
140,  142,  143,  145,  148,  150,  152,  155-157,  164,  174, 
175,  181,  183,  188,  193,  195,  203,  205,  207-210,  ^15, 
218,  223-227,  230,  231,  235,  243,  248-251,  254-256,  258- 
260,  262-264,  265,  266,  268,  270-274,  284,  285,  296, 
302,  305,  307,  332,  337,  345,  350,  355,  356,  358 
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1871-80 

1,  2,  i^,   15,  18,  20,  25,-27,  28,  5U,   55,  hi 


h.5,  U7-i4-9, 


■L,  ^,  ^-,  J-:?,  J.O,  ^u,  ^:), -^f,  ^o,  5^,  -j^,  q.^.  ij.^, 
55-57,  59,  61,  65,  65,  69,  79,  72,  76,  8o-8I^,  86,  90, 
91,  97-99,  102,  loU,  10^,  106,  1^7-109,  m,  1T5-115» 
117,  118,  120,'  121,  12^7  126,  1277  T^,  150,  155-158, 
iLp,  11^2,  11+5,111-5,  m  ISO,  151,  152,  1^,  155-157. 
1614-,   172,   17I+,   175,   185,  186*  T8B,   120,  21,  195,  195, 

205,    255,    205,    207-210,    2TS7  218,    221,    225^227,    25O, 

251,  255,  2k5,  2I16-251,  254,  256,  257,  258-260,  262-266, 

267,    268,    269,    270-271+,    28U,    285,   gS     ^,    507,    552, 

3J5>  il6,  537,  m*  5I+5,  550,  556,^8 


555,  il6 
1881-90 


5, 
115. 


1,  2.  U,  6-10,  15,  16,  17,  18,  27,  28,  51+,  55,  Li,  U: 

^5,  &7,  U^,35-57,  5^,  ^,65,  65,   69,  70,  72,  7^,  8( 
84,  86,   90,   91,  97,  98,   10k,   105,   107-109,  111,  115-: 

117,   118,   120-122,   125,  126,  127,  129,  150,  155-158, 

iko,  il|2,   liij,   li^5,T5l,  1U8,   150-152,  I5k-157.  i6i+, 

165-167,   169.   170,   1727  17,5^  185,   I8k,  186,   188,   190, 

T9$,-I^5,"T|^,-T^5,  196,  205-205,  m,  207-210,  215,  218, 


221,  225-2277  229,  25tT7  251,  252,  232,  235,  2^6,  2^ 
2l|5,    2l;B-251,  255,   254,    256-2^  2^2714.,   27^^7972814-, 
285,  286,  287,  502,  50k-507,  $11,   315,  552,  553,  355, 
556,  355,  550,  556,  558  — 
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1,  2,  J+,  7-9,  15-18,  27,  28,  3k»  55-,  >l,  h-3f  kl»  kS,  5£. 
55-57,  59t  61,  65,  65,  69,  70,  72,  76,  80-8II.,  86,  90, 

91,  97,  98,  101,  101+,  105,  107-109,  111,  115-115,  lli, 

117-122,  12^:^:27,   129,  130,  131.  133-158.  139.  ^or%2, 
lk3,   11+5,  47,   1^8,  150-152  -T5L-i57i64,-lt6,  167, 
169,  170,   172,  175,  183,  184,   186,  188,   190,  192-196, 
203-205,  207-210,  213,  215,  216,  218,  221,  223-225,  227, 
229-255,  235-237,  ^,  248-25T7  253,  254,  256-260,  262- 
279,  280-282,  28^-287,  302,  ^04-307,  510,  315,  532,  333, 
355,  53^,^I2»  3k5,  350,  2^,  353,  558^ 

1901-10 

1,  2,  7-9,   11,  13,   15-18,  27,  11,  34,  35,  41,  43.  47. 
49,  50,  52,33,^4,  56,  58,   59,  61,   65,  65,  68,  69,  70. 
71,  72.  73,  76,  80-84,  8F7  89,  90,  91,  97,  9B7  101-,  104, 
TO5,  107-109,  111,  112,^:15^17,  119-122,  125-127,  129- 
151,   155-135,   156-1IIO7  142,   143,   144,   145.   147,   148, 
142,  150,  152,  154-157,  159,  164,^^6,167,169,  170,172, 
T75,    179,   185,   184,   l66,-tH8,   190,   192,   19k-196,   197, 
201,  ^02,  205-205,  207,  208,  210,  215,  215,  216,  2T8, 
22T,  22T-225,   227,   229-255,   255-257,   259,   2it7,   248-251, 
255,  254,  256-260     262-285,  286,  267,^2,  5*5-307,  313, 
551,  553,  355,  556,  558,  559,  345,  350,   352,  553,  558 

1911-20 

1,  2,  7-11,   12,   13,  15,   16,   18,  26,  27,   51,  5k,  55,  41, 
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k3,    kq,    50,    52-5 
85,   88-91,   97,   9 


56,   58,   59,  61,   68-71,   75,  76,   78-8k, 
101,  105,  107-109,   111-117,  120-122. 
•         ■  '     114.7-150,   154, 


T|3,  125-127,  129,  135-159,  lk5,  lii-5,  1^,   1^7-150,   I5i 
T5F,   159,  I60-163,  16k,   167.   168,   169,T70,  172,   ili. 
175,  128,   179,^0,   185,   184,^:86,   188,   190,  192,   l9l|.- 
197,    200,    2OI-2T557  205,    207,    208,    210,    211,    212,    215, 
216,   2J7,    218,    221,    225-225,    227,    229-2557  23g7  255-257, 
258,    25^,    2k0,    2kl,    2k7-250,    255,    Z^L    256,-^57,    259, 
2B?-279,   2-BF7  2BTr  100,   $01,   $02,   $OS-507.    $11,  112, 
521,  329,  551,  555,  555,  558,  ll£0,  $45,  M,  355 


1921-50 


1     2,   5,   11,    13,    15,    18,   2ij.,   27,^22,   35,   1+3.   i|7,    50,    52- 
54,  56,  58,  59,  61,   68-71,  73,  76,  78-85,  88-91.  25-96, 
97,  98,  101,  105,  107-109.   111-117,  120-123,   124,^:257 
127,  129,   155-159,  liv5,  li+5-150,   155,  .15I4-,  15^159* 
l62-l6k    167,  168.  170,   172,  175,  175,   176.   177,   178, 
179,   16k,   166,   188,   189,   190,   191,   192,^:714.-197,   198, 
200,  201,   205,  205,  2T57,  208,  21U-212,  21k,  215-2TH7 

221,    223-225,    227,    229-252,    25k,    255,    25B^2kl,    2k7-250, 
255,    256,    257,    261,    262-279,    286,    287,    297-299,    500-502, 

505,  505-5(^7,  1^  115,  116,  119.  529,  55i,'555,  555, 
55H,  5I4.0,  iki,  555,  5k6,^5l,  5k8,  ^,  552 


1951-1+0 


,  6,  11-15,  lU,  15,  17,  18,  21-21    27,  29,,10,  I42, 
,  k7,  50,  51,  52-5k,  56,  58,  59,  61,  62.  6k,  66» 
-71,  75,  7k7  76,  76-85,   82,  88-91,  95^8,-^0l, 
p7-ioq,  iIT-117,  120-125,  127,  129,  i55-i59,,iij-5. 


11^7,  1I+9,  150,  155,  15M»  156,  118,  159,  i62-i6k, 

181^185,  :  " 
200,  201, ~^5,  205,  207, 


"185,  186,  188, 


168,  170,  172-175,  176-179 
191,  192,  I9k-198,  1 

210-212,    21k,   216,   2IB,    219,    220,    221,    225-225, 
229-252,   25k,    235,    258,   Hit,   2IIT-25O,    253,    25' 
'  b,    287,    288-295,    2 

'7T17, 


261-279,    286.    287,    2 


297-299,    501-505,    505- 
22- 


09,  310,  Ilk,  $i5,3r6-riii,  118,  519,  320,  322 

27,  550,  55T-555,  lilt,  555,  55H7  5ko,  5krr  1M7 
l4k-3k^  351,  552 
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Abbreviations  and  symbols,  ^, 

Absentee  Voters  Act  of  I925, 

Accounts 

administrators,  27I 

assignees,  145 

and  distributions,  sheriffs 

sales,  155,  156 
fiduciaries,  163,  173 
guardians,  IJ^T  272^ 
orphans  court 

clerk,  286 

docket,  ITlj.,  275 
prothonotary 

receipts,  I75 

record,  daily,  I74 

support  and  maintenance, 
219,  220 
trustees,  174,  II5,  272 
Adams  County 
boundaries,  ^ 
classification,  I4 
courthouse,  see  ^Tourthouse, 

Adams  County 
early  history,  6-10 
establishment  or,~B 
first  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, 10 
Industry,  ^ 

dairies,  11 

farms,  11 

livesto'cE,  11 

poulti?y,  11 

wool,  11 
judicial~3istrlct,  1^ 
legal  status,  I3 
market  and  transportation 

facilities,  2 
population,  12 
rivers 

Potomac,  6 

Susquehanna,  6 
statistics,  12 
streams 

Conewago,  ^ 

Conococheague,  6 

Little  Antietam  Creek,  6 

I.'onocacy,    6 

topography,   ^ 

Adams,    John,   ^ 


figures  not 


im 
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Adoption  proceedings^ 
Administrators 

accoxmt  book,  284 
bonds,  17^ 
receipts,  285 
Affidavits,  motor  vehicles, 

1^9,  217 
Agents  licenses,  21g 
Agreements,  IQij.,  Tg5 
Agriculture 

Adams  County  Extension  As- 
sociation, ijB,  ^ 
agricultural  agent,  county, 

18,  k8 
appropriation  for,  kb 
control  of  animal  diseases, 

appropriation,  ij-l 
control  of  plant  dTseasea, 

appropriation,  UX 
extension  service,  18 
county  aid,  kS,  6T" 
Federal  ald,^ 
State  Department"^of,  122 
suppression  of  animal  and 

plant  disease,  62 
United  States  Department 
of,  k^ 
Agricultural  organizations, 

county  aid,  68 
Aid,  see  Almshouse;  Assist- 
ance; Institution  dis- 
trict, covmty;  Relief; 
Welfare 
Airports,  county  aid,  67 
Aldermen 
See  also  Justices  of  the 
peace;  Magistrates 
duties  and  powers,  21,  22^ 
election  of,  21,  2Z 
tenure  of,  21,  22 
Aliens,  see  NaturaTlzation 
Almshouse 
See  also  Institution  dls- 
trlct,  county;  Institu- 
tions, county 
additions  and  completion, 

administration,  h^ 
children  in,  236 
commitments  to,  $14.6 
employees,  255 
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Almshouse  (continued) 

erection  of,  22»  li 

journal,  555 

ledger,  J,^Z 

maintenance  of,  6^ 

medical  inspection,  2^8 

medical  records,  5^7 

supplies,  63 
Anatomical  Board,  State,  258 
Anglican  settlers,  6 
Animals,  wild,  bounties,  52* 

6^,  26 
Annapolis,  schoolship,  3^ 
Annie  M.  Warner  Hospltal7  69 
Appeals 

elections,  238 

mercantile  appraisers,  2ll4. 

revision,  taxes,  5OI 

Superior  Court,  202 

Superior  and  Supreme  Courts, 

139 
Appearance  docket,  prothono- 

tary,  9O,  99 
Appraisers 

of  estates,  16q 
mercantile,  see  Mercantile 
appraiser 
Appropriations 

county,  26,  22,  1^4- 
election  expenses,  21^.1,  331 
Arbitrations,  lOij.,  IO3 
petitions,  105 

proceedings,  11^,  102 
Argument  lists,  II3 
Assessments 
See  also  Taxes 

"Tor  municipal  improvements, 
21,  2ti 
Assessors 

compensation  of,  60,  6I 
county,  28 
oaths  flTed,  7^ 
reports  of,  7^i 
returns  of,  22.»  ^9 
school  report,  3I 
Assignments,  lOo 
Assistance 
See  also  Almshouse;  Institu- 
tion  district,  county; 
Relief 
blind,  Mj.,  \^,   68,  26^ 

PederaT  grants,  "^ 
board  of 

appointment,  I8,  262 
compen3ation,~2o2 
composition,  iB 


Assistance  (continued) 
board  of 

duties  and  powers  of, 

265-267 
employees,  261^,  265 
establishment  of,  26ij. 
tenure,  I8,  26if 
vacancies,  2,Qx 
mothers,  hh^*    67,  68 
old  age,  ^,  ^2 

Federal  grants,  ^ 
records,  267 
State  Department  of  Public, 
i|4,  26it 
Association,  see  Corporation 
Attachment,  writs  of,  II6 
Attorney  General,  21^,  19b 

deputy,  16,  196 
Attorney,  powers  of,  £2 
poor  board,  I77 
school  board,  I77 
surety  companies,  I78 
Attorneys,  92 

admitted  to  practice,  I50 
receipts  for  books,  122 
register,  121,  16L|. 
Auctioneers  licenses,  213 
Auditor  General,  I6I,  163, 
211,  2i|7 
reports  to,  217 >  21^7,  307 
Auditors 

boroughs,  reports  of,  ^ 

school  districts,  317^76 
coxinty 

appointment  by,  227 
appointment  of,  225 
compensation,  225,  22^ 
duties  and  powers,  22b, 

227 
election  of,  16,  ^,  225 
establishment  of,  3^ 
minute  book,  32I 
oaths,  114.6,  225 
qualifications,  225 
reports,  I75 

sheriffs  sales,  15i|. 
tenure,  225 
vacancies,  225 
estates,  reports  of,  27I+, 

275 
township,  reports  of,  51» 
221 
school  districts,  ^1,   I76 
Automobiles,  see  Motor  ve- 
hicles 
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Bail  bonds,  101,  lk6,  I85,  18^ 

205 
Ballots,  see  Elections 
Bankruptcy,  see  Insolvency 
Beer  licenses,  see  Licenses, 

malt  beverage 
Births,  see  Vital  statistics 
Blind 

children,  see  Education, 

blind  children 
Federal  grants,  ^ 
pensions,  68 
Board  of  PubTTc  Charities, 

State,  63 
Boards 

assistance,  see  Assistance, 

board  of 
county  commissioners,  see 

Commissioners,  county 
elections,  see  Elections, 

board  of 
revision,  see  Revision, 

board  oT 
school  directors,  see 

School  directors,  board 
of 
viewers,  see  Viewers 
Bonds 

administrators,  159,  I60, 

162,  123,  230 
alderman,  93 

assignees,  estates,  114-7,  lij-S 
bastardy  cases,  I89,  203 
clerk  of  orphans  court, 
commissioners,  39 f  146, 
committee,  llij. 
constables,  I89,  203 
coroners,  193 
county,  31 

canceled,  52 
defendants,  I89,  203 
executors,  175 
fiduciaries,  173 
guardians,  IjJT^ZSS,   269 
hawkers,  lib 

justices  of  the  peace,  ^ 
peddlers,  II6 
presumed  decedents  estate, 

17i 
purchasers   of   real  estate, 

121 
real  estate  and  trustee, 

266,  267   ~ 
recording  of,  93 
register  of  wills,  ^ij.,  I58, 


162. 
I90 


animals. 


sher 


'fs.  182 


Bonds  (continued) 

surplus,    121 

tax   collectors,    lij.6,    I88 

treasurers,    212 

trustees,    I73,    lll|. 
Boroughs,    137^3 

annexation  by,  22,#  200 

annulment  of  charter,  93 

change  of  boxindary  lines, 

establishment  of,  200 
Boundaries,  coTinty,  5]^ 
Bovintles  for  wild  anlma] 

51,  6^,  26 
Bridges 

contracts,  27 
county  aid,  1^5 
maintenance,  1^7 
petitions  to  quarter  ses- 
sions court,  1^6,  lj.7 
quarter  sessions,  approval 

of,  l^ 
specifications  and  pleas, 

28,  29 
State-aid,  k^ 
township,  677  201 
Brokers  licenses,  ^13 
Bucks  County,  57 
Budget 

county,  26,  22.,  Ik 
school,  27 
Buildings,  county 
alteration,  201 
approval,  ijj, 
construction,  1+2 
court  supervision  of  erec- 
tion of,  57 
maintenance,'^!?,  201 
rebuilding,  201 
repairs,  201 
title,  4? 
Bureau  of  standards.  State, 

227 
Burials,  indigent  persons, 

258,  259 
Calverts,  b 

Canals  and  waterways,  con- 
struction of,  69 
Candidates,  see  Elections 
Capias  ad  respondendum, 

writs  of.  111,  116 
Caveat,  writs""or,  TG^ 
Census,  73,   k& 
Central  Bureau  of  Vital  Sta- 
tistics, see  Vital  sta- 
tistics, central  bureau 
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Certiorari,  writs  of,  105, 

109,    118,    162,    12^.1 
ChartersT^l,    113 
Chattel  mortgage  book,    66 
Chester  County,  ^ 
Child  welfare   service,  kk 
Children 

assessors  report,  3I 
blind,  education  and  main- 
tenance of,  kb 
county  home,  b^*  ^01 
crippled  - 

Federal  grants,  ^ 
maintenance  and  care,  ijl 
deaf,  education  and  main- 
tenance of,-  ij5 
delinquent,  maintenance  of, 

k5»    63 
homes,  Bj,  62.,  256,  262 

privately  operated,  63 
incorrigible,  26 
Indentured,  kl\. 
Indigent 

education  of,  66 
maintenance  of,  i|5 
Juvenile  detention  home,  63 
neglected 

commitments,  26 
Federal  grants,  ^ 
on  probation,  299 
Circuit  Court,  see  United 

States  Circuit  Court 
Citations  and  rules,  26I 
Civil  cases 

trial  lists,  83 
watch  book,  82 
Civil  docket,  justices  of  the 

peace,  126 
Civil  War 

assistance  to  families  of 

volunteers,  39 
convalescents,  1^.0 
papers,  38 
Claims 

municipal,  107,  II8 
tax,  29,  ll£ 
wage, "71 
Classification  of  coTinties,  Iq. 
Clerk 

board  of  elections,  236 
county  commissioners,  15,  7^ 
feourts,  see  Quarter  sessions 
and  oyer  and  terminer, 
clerk  of 
orphans  court,  see  Orphans 

court,  clerk  of 
registration  commission,  Jl 


Collateral  docket,  163 

Collector  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue, 118 

Collectors,  tax 

borough,  bonds  and  oaths, 

124-6 
township,  bonds  and  oaths, 
114.6 

Commissioners,  cpunty,  I5, 
107 
accounts,  23 
appointments  by,  60,  71 
appointments  of,  ^J,  5^, 
appropriations,  617  65-69 
appropriation,  fXood  con- 
trol, I4.8,  67 
assessmen^~^ook,  2 
assessment  duties,  26,  28 
bonds,  ^,  U4.6 
bond  issues,  3I,  32 
clerk,  15,  11 
compensation,  59 
control  of  animal  and 

plant  disease,  1^1 
correspondence,  5I 
creation  of,  ^ 
day  book,  14.6 
deeds,  22 

duplicate  assessors  books,3 
election  of,  ^,  ^ 
election  duties,  ^,  33, 


officTc 


ex  officio  duties,  17,  I8, 
it£,  70,  208,  209    ~" 
expenditures,  6I,  15 
hospital  aid,  ^ 
land  purchases,  ^,  6I 
lists  of  ins t laments  re- 
corded by  prothonotary, 

minute  books,  J^,   Jb,    1 
notes 

canceled,  214. 

payable,  25 
number  af,  ^ 
oaths,  ^ 
order  books,  75,  j.6,  18, 

19 
orders,  stubs  of,  I7 
petitions  to,  aid  for 

roads  and  bridges,  L\.G 
powers,  59-62 
public  buildings,  l^,   kl 
public  records 

supervision  and  keeping 
of,  2t2»  i2 
qualifications,  ^ 
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Coir.mlssioners,  county  (con- 
tinued) 
rate  of  taxation,  2.6 
record  of  adjustment  of  sur- 
veyors lnstr\iment,  2Z 
reports,  2^*  22. 

of  insane  to  Auditor  Gen- 
eral, 6U; 

received  by,  Jk-J^^,    k,    9, 
10,  20,  21 
sales  by,  29,  6l 
sewer  and  sewage  disposal 
plant  construction,  l^ti 
tenure  of,  ^,  ^ 
time  books,  45 
vacancies,  5^ 
veterans  andwldows  burials, 

§1*   11,   kl 
warrants,  ^ 
Commissioners,  jury,  see  Jury 

commissioners 
Commissions  of  officers,  93, 

2i»  71 
Index,  72 
Common  pleas  court 
bills  equity,  I57 
bills  of  costs,  119 
clerk,  see  Prothonotary 
depositions,  10i£,  II8 
election  duties,  36 
Judges 

appointments  of,  1^,  r^ 

elections,  I5 
judges  of  other  courts,  I7 

supervision  over  records, 

jurisdiction,  22 

minutes,  101,  TT3,  BO 

opinions  of,  IT7 

petitions  to,  116,  156,  160 

stenographers  notes,  iQl^. 

writ  of  error,  li;0 
Commonwealth,  Secretary  of, 
see  Secretary  of  Common- 
wealth 
Companies,  joint  stock,  88 
Compensation,  workmens,  TU'j 
Condemnation  proceedings 

confirmed  nisi,  110 

final  confirmation,  110, 
111 

gambling  equipment,  199 
Conditional  sales,  121 

contracts.  111,  l2T7  95,  9k 
index,  12T7~957~5"6 
Constables 

bonds,  li+6,  189,  203 


Constables  (continued) 

duties  and  power,  2^,  111 
reports  of  law  violations, 

returns,  203,  215 
Contracts 

awarding,  6I 

bids,  61 

buildings,  180 

conditional  sales.  111, 
121,  95,  9k  7~ 

index,  121,  95,  96 
Conveyances,  see  Deeds;  Mort- 
gages 
Coroner,  1^,  95,  19?_-195 

accoxints,  I95 

appointment  by,  Igiy 

appointment  of,  T57  I93 

bonds,  195 

compensation,  195.,  194^ 

deeds,   8^,   90,    109 

deputies,    Iglj! 

election,  T^ 

expenditures,  2j[ 

fees,  195 

inquest,  IQk,  297 
costs,  298 

morgue,    1914. 

oath,    195" 

powers   and  duties,   2i±,   25, 
193-195 

quaTTrication,    195 

records,   195 

report  of   inquest,    llj.9, 

as   sheriff,    1914. 

tenure,    I95 

vacancies,  195 
Corporations, "^T,  10^,  10 6 

nonprofit,  lOB 
Council  of  Education,  State, 


County 

administration,  1^,  I8 
agricultural  associa'ETon, 

68,  62 
aid  to  municipalities,  k6, 

appropriations,  61 
area,  ^ 

bonds,  see  Bonds,  county 
borrowing  power,  II4.,  60, 

claims  against,  51 
classification,  l^ 
commissioners,  see  Commis- 
sioners, covmty 
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Covin ty  (continued) 
creation,  12,  50 
depositories,  2?9 
detective,  see  Detective 
division  ofT^ 
duties  and  powers,  1^,  Ij^ 
emergency  relief  toard,"^ 
employees  compensation, 
engineer,  see  Ehgineer 
expenditures,  27 
farm  agent.  18/1^.8 
highways,  ^,  Ij.6 
historical  socTeties,  aid 

to,  68 
home  economic  adviser,  38 
home,  pauper" commitments  to, 

252,  $1+6 
industries,  value  of,  11 
institution  district,  see 
Institution  district, 
county 
legal  -status,  15 
officers,  see  ^fleers, 

co\anty 
organization,  li|.-18 
population,  12 
property,  title  to,  !£ 
seal,  52. 
seat,  27  i2 
statutory  provisions  for 

records,  50 
superintendent  of  schools, 
see  Schools,  co\inty  su- 
perintendent of 
surveyor,  see  Surveyor 
treasurer,  see  Treasurer, 

county 
vocational  education  ad- 
viser, 58 
Covmty  Institution  District 

Act,  21 
Courthouse,  Adams  Coiuity, 

erection  of,  10,  52 
Court  rules,  112,  11 37  259 
Courts,  clerk""©?,  see  Q,\iarter 
sessions  and  oyer  and  ter- 
miner courts,  clerk  of 
Coxe  Child  Labor  Act  of  I915, 

58 
Criminals 
See  also  Prisoners 
apprehension,  25,  68 
delinquent  women,  county 

home,  63 
indictments  of,  21^.,  126,  Ikkt 

121       , 
Insane,  26 


Criminals  (continued) 
maintenance,  6^,  75,  20 
prosecution  oTV  2^^ 
record  of,  li\h.,   292- 

release   of,   2J 
reports  of, 

rewards   for," 

sentencing  of^    <J6 
transfer  of,   26 

Damages,  107 , 

Dance  hall  licenses,  197 

Deaf 

census,  J^ 

children,  education  and 
maintenance  of,  ij.5 

maintenance  of,  256 
Deaths,  see  Vital  statistics 
Deed  book,  recorder  of  deeds. 


2o»  2i'  2i»  53 


Deeds 

assignment,  II+9 
commissioners,  90 
coroner,  I09 
indexes,  ^Q 

grantees,  56,  57 

grantors,  514.,  55 
recorder  of,  see  Recorder 

of  deeds 
sheriffs,  89,  90,  120,  190. 

58,  150,  1517  155~  ^ 

treasurers,  120,  215,  216 
unclaimed,  f'B 
Dental  register,  121,  I6*? 
Department  of  Agriculture, 

State,  1^2,  6|,  122 
Department  of  Agriculture, 

United  States,  k8 
Department  of  HealtE,  State, 

approval  for  specified 
buildlnigs,  U2 
Department  of  Internal  Af- 
fairs, State 
county  budget,  ij^,  11+ 
reports  to,  4-9 »72 
Department  of  Military  Af- 
fairs, State,  kS 
Department  of  PubTlc  Assis- 
tance, State,  ij4»  2614. 
Department  of  Revenue,  State 
receipts  from,  122 
reports  to,  IMk*   1^»  213, 

216,  217,-517 
returns  to,  I09,  110 
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.fare.  State, 


Department  of  Highways, 

State,  1^6,  iMh 
Department  of  Weli 

1814-,  2014- 
"Dlgges  Choice,  "^  6 
Dlgges,  John;  6 
Deputy  Attorney  General,  l6, 

Hi,   196 

Deputy  surveyor,  duties,  1^ 
Desertion,  probation  officers, 

203,  gay- 
Detective,  I9B 

county,  appointment  of,  204 
Directors  of  the  poor,  see 

Relief,  poor  directors 
District  attorney,  2k,  I96-I98 
appointment  of,  1^ 
appointments  by,  I97,  I98 
compensation,  I96 
deputy,  198 

election  frauds,  investiga- 
tion of,  197,  258 
establlshmenFTf,~T6,  19  6 
law  books,  I96 
licenses,  197~ 
oaths,  196 
powers  an3  duties,  25,  197, 

198 
quaTTflcatlons,  19 6 
records,  I98 
restrictions,  I96,  197 
tenure,  I96 
vacancies,  I96 
District  Court,  see  United 

States  District  Court 
Districts,  judicial,  21 
Divorce 

notice  of,  120 
proceedings.  111 
Dixon,  Jeremiah,  2 
Dockets 

accoxint,  171f,  275 
accounts  and  distribution, 
sheriff  sales,  I55,  IJfa 
adsectum  Judgment,  II7,  85, 

86 
appearance,  II7,  98 
continued  cases,  110 
divorce,  108 
ejectment  cases,  I07 

Indexes,  I07,  I08,  110 
l\anacy  and  habitual  drunk- 
ard cases  index,  I09 
Circuit  Court,  100 
civil,  justices  of  the 
peace,  126 


justices 
juvenile,  lk9,  ; 
land  lien ,.112, 


126 


90 
101 


Dockets  (continued) 
collateral,  I63 

Inheritance,  255 
commission,  ^i*  2k»  7^ 

Index,  72 
conditional  sales  contracts, 

Indexes,  95,  96 
cost,  122 
D.S.B,  (debt  on  single 

bill),  117 
ejectment  and  miscella- 
neous index,  117 
equity,  I58 

execution,  120,  IB8,  288 
Insolvency,  II4.5 
judgment,  W,  98,  99  ^^, 
index,  1T57  115,  8I4.-86 
s  of  the  peace, 
212 

92 

ue Chan Ic  and  tax  liens, 
miscellaneous,  93,  68, 

Indexes,  69,  70 
nat\irallzation,  I57 
oyer  and  terminer  court, 

207 
partition,  120,  IOI4.,  255 
praecipe,  I05 
cfuarter  sessions  court, 

II4.6,  205 
registers  court,  162,  227, 

228  

road,  210 

stallion,  122,  I70 
siumnons,  100,  287 
tax  return,  215 
transfer  inheritance  tax- 
es, 258 
trial,  193 
Dog  licenses,  29,  66,  219, 
519  ■" 

kennel,  29 
Drunkards,  hj 
98 

index,  109 
Duncan,  James,  100 

Education,  36 
See  also  ScEools;  Teachers 
TTlnaTchildren,  39 
county  responsibility  over, 

dear  children,  ^ 
history  of,  12,  ^,  2U5 
parent  aid,  ^5 


218,  3^0 
bTlEual,  2^,  106, 
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Education  (continued) 
State-aid,  ^,  ^ 
State  Board  of,  duties  of, 
it8 
Ejectment,  writs  of,  1014. 
Elections 
see  also  Electors 
appeals,  23 ^ 
appointments,  'dOl\. 
assessors  registry  lists,  ^ 
ballots,  ^,  2g7»  '^h-O 
betting  on.  It 
candidates 

arrangement  of  names  on 

ballots,  ^ 
expense  accounts,  lIj-B 
nominations,  ^,  2.J>b 
petition,  31,  530 
qualifications,  ^,  ^ 
withdrawals,  237 
certificates  of,  ^38 
contested,  238 
controversies,  llj.8 
co\inty  board  of 
clerk,  236 
compensation,  236 
composition,  230 
duties  and  powers,  ^,  22, 

107,  236-2lt.O 
employees,  236 
establishment,  236 
expenditures,  estimate  of, 

238 
records,  ^ 

preservation,  2ij.O 
reports  by,  230 
solicitor  to,  202,  236 
dates,  ^,  256 
districts,  ^57  238 
duplicate  returns,  ll\B 
expenses,  551 
judges,  1^,  101,  557 
local  boards,  composition 

duties,  ^,  ^ 
municipal  and  general,  dock- 
et, 555 
officers 

election  of,  ^ 
petitions  for  appoint- 
ments, 114-8,  2OI4. 
overseers,  appointment  of, 

55 
petitions 

appointments  of  officers, 
114-8 


Elections  (continued) 
petitions 

change  of  polling  place, 

2^ 
new  election  district, 

1^8 
polling  places,  ^,  236 
poll  tax,  52 
precinct  ofTj 
primary,  33,  ^, 
fall.  236 


'leers,  3k- 

23b7  237 


returns,  237 


spring,  23b 
prothonotarys  duties,  36, 

retvirn  board,   ^6, 
returns, 
sheriffs 
special,    314. 
supervisors 

borovigh,    179 

township,  179 


board,  36,  237 
*s  duties,  186 


supplies,  35,  2^6 
jnlnes. 


239 


voting  maci 

petitions  for,  2 

watchers,  ^,  237 
Electors 

absentee,   ^ 

assisted,    record  of,   2i|.Q 

change  of  political  aff 11- 
lation,  ^ 

lists  of,  by  streets,  32, 
528 

military  service,  ^ 

newspaper  notices  to,  I86 

poll  tax,  32 

qualifications,  ^,  231 

registration,  see  Regls- 
tration  commission 

voters,  absentee,  35 

voting  lists,  32 

voting  machines,  see  Elec- 
tions, voting  machines 
Employees,  county 

appointment  of,  ^l 

compensation,  "Jl 
Engineer 

appointment  of,  1^,  i\3,   ^l 

duties,  14.7 
English  Catholic  settlors,  6 
Equity 

docket,  158 

prothonotarys  duties   in, 
108 
Estates 

appraisers,    16O,    16I 

appraisments,    162,    2514. 
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Estates  (continued) 

auditors  report,  ZJkt   ii75 
bonds 

administrators,  139,  l60, 

162,  121,  230  ,  ^^ 
assignees,  111-7 >  l^-o 
executors,  173 

nonresident,  I62 
payment  of  coets,  l62 
fiduciary,  I6I 
habitual  drunkards,  IO6 
inventories,  16I,  l6id,  27O 
inventory  and  appraisement 

index,  253 
inventory  and  State  ap- 
praisement, 231,  232 
Ixinatlc,  106 

personal  properties.  Inher- 
ited, 162 

wills,  zzy' 

Estrepment,  writs  of,  lOit- 
Executions,  see  Writs 
Exonerations,  see  Taxes,  exon- 
erations 
Explanatory  notes,  53,  36 


Factors  licenses,  213 
Farm  agent,  coilnty',  18, 


k§ 


Federal 

chattel  mortgages,  notices 

and  discharges,  67 
tax  liens,  II8 
index,  llB~" 
notice  TITe,  II8 
Federal  Fann  Credit  Act,  2i 
Federalist  party,  2 
Federal  Social  Security  Act, 

12,  l^ 
Felons,  records  of,  I9I 
Fictitious  names,  121 
certificates,  I62 
record  of,  163 
Fiduciaries 
accounts,  173 
bonds,  173 

release,  petitions  for,  256 
Fieri  facias,  writs  of,  I85, 

127 
Finance,  co\inty,  26 
Fingerprints,  198 
FireaiTOs  licenses,  10,  I88, 

219.  289,  318 
Fishing  licenses,  29,  2l8, 
316 
to  nonresidents,  217 
reports,  218,  3I7 
to  residents,  217 


Fire  wardens  oaths,  II16 
Flood  control  appropriation, 

county  commissioners,  LQ 
Forfeitures,  10 
Fort  Duquesne,  8 
Free  School  Act  of  185k,  36, 

IM,  12,  66  ^' 

Gasoline  tax,  47 
George-Reed  Act  of  I929,  11, 

General  Assembly  acts,  110 
German  settlers,  6 
Gettys,  James,  £ 
Gettysburg  plain,  5 
Grade  crossings,  abolition 

of,  201 
Grand  Army  of  the  Rep\iblic, 

appropriation  to,  63 
Grand  jury,  see  Juries 
Guardian 

appointment  of,  171,  26I4. 
bonds,  173,  268 

recorded  copies  of,  269 
feeble-minded  persons,  II6 
maintenance,  ward,  ii37 
Gxms,  see  Firearms,  licenses 
Gypsies,  camping  licenses, 
21^ 

Habeas  corpus,  writs  of,  II6 
Habere  facias  possessionem, 

writs  of.  111 
Hamilton,  Captain  Hance,  8 
Hawkers  and  peddlers 
bonds,  116 
licenses,  114.3.,  218 
Health 

commissioner  of,  l^,   l\2. 
county 

appropriation  for,  kO 
board,  1^0,  2i»  22 
medical  inspectors,  1^1 
Federal  grants,  30 
local  boards  of,  1^ 
secretary  of,  1^ 
State  Board  of,  U^ 
State  Department  of,  l|.l. 

High  School  Act  of  I905,  12 

Highways,  State  Department 
of,.  1^6,  2M 

Home  and  Training  in  Speech 
of  Deaf  Children,  Phila- 
delphia, 12 

Homes,  county 

children,  61,  62,  233.  262 
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Home 8,  county  (continued) 
paupers,  commitments,  259 
women,  delinquent,  6*7,  bo 

Horse  breeding  licenses,  T22 

Horse  thieves,  mi\. 

Hortlcultviral  organizations, 
appropriation  for,  68 

Hospitals 

appropriations  for,  ij£,  ifl, 

68 
con'^glous  diseases,  67 
insane,  6k 
Aervous  diseases  of  women, 

ill*  2£ 
tuberculosis,  1^0,  62,  22 
advisory  boaro,  TH 
Housing  authority,  72" 
Hunting  licenses,  ^J7  2l8,  515 
firearms  permits  Tor, 

518 

nonresident,  217 
resident,  217 
Huntingdon  Industrial  School, 
see  Pennsylvania  Industrial 
ScEool,  Huntingdon 

Indians,  J, 

Indigent  persons,  see  Insti- 
tution district,  county  J 
Institutions,  county 
Industry,  11 
Inheritance  tax,  see  Taxes, 

Inheritance 
Inquests,  coroners,  Igij.,  H^Q 
Inq\xlsltlons,  Z^k,    '^^0 

report,  ii97 
Insane 

criminal,  transfer  of,  26 
Indigent,  maintenance  oTJ 

Mental  Health  Act  of  I925, 

26 
State  hospitals,  614. 
transportation  of,  kS 
Insolvency,^  92,  IO6,  11^2.    I45 
fc.jslgnees  oTs charge,  ll|.6 
auditors  reports,  15k 
court  orders  of  sale,  15I 
debtors  petitions,  I55 
Inventory  and  sale  lists, 

150 
petitions 

assignees,  I52 
creditors,  155 
reports,  assignees,  II4.5 
records,  22 


Inspectors  of  weights  and 
measures,  see  Weights  and 
measures,  sealer  of 
Institution  district  board 
acco\ints,  259 
compensation,  258 
composition,  257 
duties  and  powers,  257-259 
employees,  258 
minutes,  250,  3k3 
Pasteur  treatment,  provid- 
ed by,  258 
poor  district,  253,  2^k 
records,  257-252V  5k3-553 
reports,  25o 
Institution  oTatrlct,  county 
See  also  Almshouse;  Insti- 
tutions, county 
accovints,  259 

Adams  Co\anty  almshouse,  kS 
blind,  ^,  68,  2^ 
borrowing  power7258 
budget,  252,  351 
children 

delinquent,  14.5 
dependent,  457  63 
deaf  and  dumb,  06 
establishment  of,  J44,  67, 

hospital,  67 
Indigents 

burial  of,  63 
maintenance  of,  k5 
Insane 

asylum,  Gl^. 
maintenance,  l^,   k5 
t3?ansportatlon,  k5 
juvenile 

delinquent,  k5 
dependent,  k^ 
outdoor,  see  Relief,  out- 
door 
taxes,  258 
Institution  District  Law  of 

1937,  25k 
Internal  Affairs,  Department 
of 
covmty  budget,  1^2 
reports  to,  k2»   72 
Internal  Revenue,  collector 
of,  see  Collector  of  In- 
t e  mal  Re ven  ue 
Interrogatories,  120 
Inventories,  see  Estates, 
Inventories 

Jail,  see  Prison 
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Jail  warden,  see  Prison, 

warden 
Judges 
See  also  Courts,  individ\ial- 

ly 

appointment  of,  1^,  21 
associate,  not  learned  in 

the  law,  IJ 
duties  and  powers,  22 
election  of,  1^,  ^ 
tenure  of,  21 
Judgments,.  10^-105,  209 
adsectum,~I17 

d.  Index, 


86 


index J 
assigned I 
confessed,  bonds  posted  for, 

102 
doclcat,  102 

index, "T02,  113,  113,  Hk- 
before  justices  of  the 

peace,  ll8 
records,  daily,  87 
satisfaction  of,  IQ3 
stay  of,  135 
writs,  132 
Judicial 

circuits,  21 
districts,  22 
Judiciairy,  21 
See  also  Ju3ges;  Courts,  in- 
dividually 
Juries 

grand,  16,  118,  ll^ 
approval  by,  ij.7 
compensation,  1^9 
composition,  I99 
district  attorney,  200 
duties,  214.,  2^,  199-201 
e s tabl i sEment  of  boi 

200 
indictments,  2iL,  126, 

197,  199 
memorial  hall,  201 
oaths,  199 
public  works,  200 
qualifications,  I99 
removal  of,  200 
selection,  I99 
sewers  and  disposal 

plants,  construction 
of,  201 
tales  de  circumstantlbus, 

199 
tenure,    199 
true  bilT7^200 
vacancies,    I99 


)oro\igh. 


lUh, 


Juries  (continued) 

petit,  118 

precept  for  venire,  120 

selection  by  sheriff,  I86 

venires,  121 
Jurors 

attendance  of  petit,  I08, 
118,  llj^,  186,  124 

defaulting,  lUB~ 

excused,  lOjB 

fees,  108 

list,  207,  122 

women,  63 
Jury  commTssioners,  II8,  20 6, 
207 

appointments  by,  207 

clerk  of,  207 

compensation,  20 6 

duties,  206,  2D7" 

election  oT,  ^6 

establi3hment7^06 

minutes,  3OO 

oaths,  206 

powers,  207 

qxialiflcatlons,  206 

records,  207,  300 

tenure  of,  2Q6 

vacancies,  2l7g 
Jury  wheel,  IBBJ   206,  123 
Justices  of  the  peace 
See  also  Aldermen;  Magis- 
trates 

acceptance  of,  I08,  II7, 
105         ~ 

civil  docket,  126 

duties  and  powers,  21,  22, 

election,  21,  22 
judgments  oFtalned  before, 

118 
returns,  I96 
tenure  of,  21,  23 
Juvenile  court 
See  also  Quarter  sessions, 
court  of 
delinquency  cases,  211, 

212 
dockets,  llj.9.  212 
jurisdiction  of,  26,  114.9, 

195  ~ 

proceedings,  I95,  211 
Juvenile  detention  home,  §^ 

Kennel  licenses,  29,  2l8, 

320  

Kitzmiller,  Martin,  6 
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'ig 


I^. 


Kreutz  Klrche,  12 

Labor,  11 
Land 
See  also  Property 
appraisal,  22 
grants,  5514. 

certified  copies  of,  350 
office,  22 

patented,  lien  dockets,  112 
plans  for  subdivisions  of, 

purchased  by  county,  6I,  62, 

201 
sales  of,  by  county  commis- 
sioners, 29 
seated 

redeemed,  25. 
sale  for  taxes,  32 
tax  delinquencies, 
218,  15 
unpatented,  112 
lien  dockets,  112 
surveys,  269 
vmseated,  U^~^ 

redemption  of,  92 
surveyors  returns  of,  269 
tax  receipts,  92 
Law 

enforcement,  23 
library,  cotinty,  66 
attorneys  register,  I6I4. 
violations,  reports  of,  213 
Letters 

of  administration,  159»  223, 
230 
Index,  225 
of  attorney,  see  Attorney, 

powers  of 
in  cases  of  presximed  dece- 
dents, 159 
testamentary,  159 
Levies,  see  Taxes 
Libraries,  67 

county  law,  66 
Licenses 

account  book,  treasurer,  3O7 

agents,  2I3 

amus  e  me  nt,  213 

auctioneers,  213 

bakers,    ISO 

bolter3,~l3'0 

brandmarks,  I30 

brokers,  2I3 

daily  record  of,  treasurer, 

308 
dance  hall,  I97 
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212, 


Licenses  (continued) 

detective,  applications 

for,  150 
dog,  22,^,  219, 
factors,  Zr3 
fees 

refunded,  6I 
reports,  5T7 
firearms,  30,  217 
289,  3lB^  — 
fishing,  22,  218,  316 
firearms  permits  for, 

212,  518 

nonresident,  217 

resident,  217 
gypsies,  21l\. 
hawkers,  lliS,  2l8 
horse  breeding,  122,  I70 
hunting,  22,  2l8,  315 

firearms  permits  for, 
217,  518 

nonresident,  217 

resident,  217 
kennel,  22,  218,  52O 
liquor,  IS2'"TSl»  ^'  218 

recelpTs7  312/  3I3 
mialt  beverage,  22,  2l8 

applications  Tor,  3IJ4. 

bonds,  31^ 
marriage,  22,  171,  17U- 

applications  for,  276, 

277 
certificate 

duplicate  of,  278 

of  parents  consent  to, 

279 
medical  practitioners, 

transient,  I50 
mercantile,  297218 

fees,  duplicates  of  re- 
ceipts for,  310 
monthly  reports  of  re- 
ceipts for,  treasurer, 

517 

peddlers,  11^-3 

applications,  2l8 
veterans,  122,  I72 

small  loan  business,  15 0 

stallion,  applications 
for,  li^.9 

tavern,  215 

wild  pigeons,  211| 
Liens 

dockets,  102,  90-92 

Federal  tax.  II8 
index,  118 
notices  of,  II8 
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Liens  (continued) 

land,  docket,  112,  92 
locality  Index 

boroiighs,    89 

townships,  08 
mechanics  and  tax,  20, 
118.  119,  90,  91"~ 

index, Tfy,  89 
municipal,  10?,  llB 
property,  recording  of. 


lO^i 


20 


taxes,  unsatisfied,  II8 

wage  claims,  9I 
Liquid  fuel  tax  f\md,  30 

distribution  of,  7^ 
Liquor  Control  BoaroV  State, 

2i,  21^ 
Liquor  licenses,  lJj.9,  197, 
215.  218      =^  -^ 

receipts,  512,  313 
Lists,  mercantile,  223,  311 
Loans,  county,  62 

flood  control,  62, 

roads  and,  bridges,  62 

short  term,  59 
Lunacy,  95,  106 

proceedings,  112 

Magistrates 
See  also  Aldermen;  Justices 
of  the  peace 

elections,  21,  22 

powers  and  Huties,  21,  22 

tenure  of,  21,  22 
Malt  beverage~Tlcenses,  29* 
218 

applications  for,  5li|. 

bonds,  3114. 
Mandamus,  writs  of,  II6 
"Manor  of  Maske,"  J. 
Manufacturing,  11 
Maria  Furnace,  IT 
Marriage  licenses,  22,  I7I, 


17i4- 
ipplj 


applications  for,  276,  277 
certificate 

duplicate  of,  278 
of  parents  consent  to,  279 
Marriages,  see  Vital  statis- 
tics 
Married  women 

instr\unents  executed  by,  92 
petitions  for  separate  earn- 
ings, 8lt 
Mason,  Charles,  7 
Mason  and  Dixon  Line,  5 
McPherson,  Captain  William, 


Measures,  see  Weights  and 

measures,  sealer  of 
Mechanics  liens,  see  Liens, 

mechanics  and  tax 
Medical 

diplomas,  certified  copies 

of,  166 
inspector,  coxmty,  duties, 

1^8 
practitioners,  transient, 

licenses  for,  1^0 
register,  165 
Memorial  Day,  appropriation 

for,  65 
Memorial  hall,  201 
Mental  Health  Act~of  I923, 

Mental  patients,  see  Insane 
Mercantile  appraiser,  225, 
22Ij. 
See  also  Mercantile  licen- 
ses 
appeals  from,  ZUj. 
appointment  of,  I8,  6I, 
223,  22lt     —  —  ^ 
by  Auditor  General,  18, 
61,  22^ 
compensation,  223,  22l4. 
duties,  225 
fees,  22lv 
ll3ts,'T25.  511 
records7~22ij. 
Mercantile  licenses,  29. 
218  -^■ 

See  also  Mercantile  ap- 
praiser 
fees,  duplicates  of  re- 
ceipts for,  510 
Military 
See  also  Veterans 
Affairs,  Department  of. 

Civil  War  records 
convalescents,  1|.0 
pensions,  58 
petitions  for  relief, 

37 
relief  board,  minutes 
of,  39 
discharges,  95,  78,  79 
enrollment,  55 
exemptions,  36 
roll,  3I4. 

soldiers  moniunent,  201 
War  .of  1812,  papers7T2 
Militia  fines,  33 
Mining,  11 
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Mlnu-ces 

commissioners,  county,  1 
common  pleas  court,  101,  80 
Circuit  Court,  I87 
Institution  district  board, 

county,  2^,  ^10 
poor  directors,  258,  5U4 
quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  terminer  courts,  ikS, 
186 
registration  commission,  522 
relief  board.  Civil  War,  $9 
school  directors,  214-8,  550 
Mortgages 
chattel,  66 

Federal,  notices  and  dis- 
charges of,  67 
record  of,  1^,  20,  ^,  I03. 
59,  60,  73  r   77 
index,  90,  61-65 
release  or7  recording  of,  ^0. 
satisfaction  of,  recording 

of,  20,  90,  61 
subject  to  taxation,  6,  7 
linclaimed,  76 
Morgue,  county,  63, 
Mosquito  extermination,  2£ 
Mothers  aflsistance,  256,  262 
appropriation,  county,  6? 
Federal  grants,  ^ 
Motor  vehicle 

code,  violation  of,  11|4 
registration  of,  122 
Murder  cases,  proceedings,  I95, 
197 

Names,  fictitioua,  121,  162, 

165 
National  Guard,  appropriation 

for,  68,  62 
Naturalization,  I08 

citizenship  granted,  list, 

159 
docket,  157 

petitions  for,  I55,  156 
petitions  by  aliens  in 
United  States  military 
service,  160 
revocation  of,  I59 
stub  of  certificate  issued, 
military,  16I 
Naval  Reserves,  appropriation 

for,  62 
Negro  slave  register,  chil- 
dren, 171 
Newspapers 
file,  Q^ 


Newspapers  (continued) 

proof  of  publication,  ^0 
Nomination,  petitions  for, 

^,  2^6,  530 
Nonsupport  cases,  20l\. 
See  also  Probation,  nonsup- 
port 
Normal  School  Act,  I857,  39 
Notary,  protest  record,  IB5 

register,  ^1 
Notes,  explanatory,  ^,  56 

Oaths 

auditors,  114.6,  ZZ'^ 
commissioners,  T89,  205 
county  officials,  25.*  113> 
71 

index,  72 
fire  warden^  114.6 
Officers 

borough,  petitions  for  ap- 
pointment of,  II4.8 
epxinty 

accounts,  23,  506 
appointive,  7I 
auditing  of  accounts ^ 

51,  221 
bonds,  2^,  113.  71 

index,  72 
commissions  of,  93f  7^ 

index,  72 
expenditures,  26,  I5 
orders  for,  TE-I9,  22, 
2I4.,  26 
first,  18 
misdemeanor,  6I 
oaths,  2i#  113,  71 

index,  72 
records  of,  52-514- 
salaries,  62 
supplies,  "BZ 
election 

bills  for  expenses,  352 
petitions  for  appoint- 
ment of,  II4.8 
Old  age  assistance,  see  As- 

slscance,  old  age 
Optometry  register,  121, 

168 
Orders,  county  expenditures, 

16-19,  22,  2I4.,  26 
Ordinances,  municipal,  re- 
cording of,  22. 
Organizations,  fraternal, 

charters,  II5 
Orphans  court,  169 -17 It- 
See  also  Common  pleas, 
court  of 
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Orphans  court  (continued) 
arbitration  proceedings, 

170.  102,  103 
bonds 

administrators,  I73 

clerk,  169 

executors,  173 

fiduciary,  173 

guardians,  1y3 

heirs,  173 

pre svuned  decedents  es- 
tates,   173 

tinistees,    173 
clerk  of,   l67^»   l69 

agent  of~TToinmonweal 
171 

appointment  of,  I69 

appointments  by,  17O 

bond  of,  169 

compensation,  I69,  I70 

deputies,  I70 

election  o7r'l6,  169 

exemptions,  I'S^^ 

fees,  169,  2Bb 

oath,  Tg9 

powers  and  duties,  I70- 

quaTlflcatlons,  169 
restrictions  of  office. 


th,  22, 


jords. 


records,  21^.8-286 
vacancies,  I69,  170 
docket,  214.9 

index,  250,  251 
establishment  of,  I69 
fiduciaries  accounts,  17 1 
guardians,  appointment  of 

in,  2614. 

Inventories  of  decedents 

estates,  173 
marriage  licenses,  29,  I7I, 

m,  276-279 

partition 
docket,  253 

index,  250 
proceedings,  173*  214.8, 
252 
petitions,  171 
registrations 
births,  1^ 
deaths, 
trials  by  Jury 
Orphans  Court  Act  or~1917,  22. 
Oyer  and  terminer  court 
See  also  Quarter  sessions 
court 
docket,  207 


Oyer  and  terminer  court 
(continued) 
jurisdiction,  22 
stenographic  noTes,  200 

Pamphlet  laws,  receipts  for, 

182 
Park  board,  co\inty,  72 
Parole 
See  also  Probation 
case  histories 
adults,  203,  299 
juveniles,  20^,  299 
desertion  cases,  203,  219 
establishment  of,  203 
officers,  see  Probation, 

officers 
orders,  198 
Partition 

docket,  120,  1014-,  253 

index, "250 
proceedings,  orphsuis 
court,  123,  214.8,  252 
Partnerships,  limited,  9I 
agreement,  ^1,  93 
3?ecords  of  ,08 
Pasteur  treatment,  238 

"■    ■     "J\. 

peddlers 
Penitentiary,  State, 

list  of  convictSj  

maintenance  of  inmates, 

Pennsylvania  Industrial 
School,  Hvintlngdon,  26, 

ii  "" 

Pennsylvania  Institution 
for  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind,  Philadelphia, 

2i 
Pennsylvania  Motor  Police, 

Department  of  Criminal 
Intelligence,  I98 

Pennsylvania  School  for  the 
Deaf,  Philadelphia,  ^ 

Pennsylvania  Soldiers  Or- 
phan School  Home,  39 

Pennsylvania  State  Liquor 
Control  Board,  213 

Pennsylvania  State  Nautical 
School,  ^ 

Pennsylvania  State  Oral 
School  for  Deaf,  Scran- 
ton,  ^ 


Patents,  !£,  

Peddlers,  see  Hawkers  and 
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Pennsylvania  Training  School, 

Morganza,  26 
Penns,  6 

Permanent  Personal  Registra- 
tion Act  of  1937*  ^ 
Petitions 

appointment  of  election 

officers,  114-8 
appraisers  of  assigned  es- 
tates, li4i|- 
arbitration,  lO;^ 
guardians,  26o,  ii6ij. 
insolvency,  142 

assignees,  order  and  re- 
turn of  sale,  152 
creditors,  I55 
insolvent  debtors,  I55 
liquor  licenses,  lk9,  215 
naturalization,  I55,  I56, 

160 
new  election  districts,  IkB 
orphans  court,  I7I 
parole,  198 
rules,  258 


Philadelphia  Covinty,  57 

;er,  121, 


165 


Physicians  registe: 
Pistols,  aee  Firearms 
Planning  commiasion,  county, 

POX^;  21.  IS 
industrial,  ^i 
railroad,  ^li 

Polling  place,  petition  for 
change  of,  236 

Poll  tax,  52 

Poor,  see  Assistance;  Instltu- 
tiorTcTistrict,  county;  Re- 
lief; Welfare 

Poor  board,  power  of  attorney, 

177 
Poorhouse,  see  Almshouse 
Powers  of  attorney,  see  At- 
torney, powers  of 
Praecipes,  102,  II5,  II6,  I06 
Presentments,  cLOO 
Primary  elections,  see  Elec- 
tions, primary 
Prison 

commitments,  292,  29$ 

employees,  190 

inspection  by  Department  of 

Welfare,  I90 
inspectors,  board  of,  18 
keeper,  see  Prison,  warcTen 
maintenance,  6^ 
records,  29i|. 
supply  book,  295 


Prison  (continued) 
warden 

appointment  of,  I9U 
compensation,  I90 
oath,  190 
powers  and  duties,  I90- 

recoras,  192,  292-296 

reports,  191 

sheriffs  receipt  book, 

296 
tenure,  I9Q 
Prisoners 
See  also  Criminals 
commitments,  292,  29$ 
detainers,  292 
discharges,  292,  29$ 
labor  of,  190 
maintenance  of,  6^,  190» 

295 
records,  294 
reformat037y,  iSlt- 
United  States,  19I 
of  war,  191 
Probation 
See  also  Parole 
~a?urE7~203,  299 
juvenile,  203,  299 
nonsupport  cases,  201^,  219 
officers 

appointment,  I7 
assistant,  17 
and  parole,  2^5-205 
compensation,  20li. 
court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, jurisdiction 
of,  20^ 
oath,  204 

powers  and  duties,  2014- 
Proceedings 

habit\ial  drunkenness,  II9 
lunacy,  II9 

partition,  II9,  252,  253 
index,  250 
Property 

commissioners  purchase  of, 

61,  62 
conTTscation  for  public 

works,  14.5 
county- ownea,  i\!J ,    59 
personal 

assessment,  27 
tax  rate,  27 
real 

assessment,  27, 


deeds  of,  1^,  20, 
>s  of 


mortgages 


12,  20 
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Property  (continued) 
real 

partitions,  dl,   ii^2,   255 
recording  of,  !£,  20 
surveys  of,  !£,  55^7  557 
taxable,  27 
title  to,  19 
type,  2X 

Prothonotary,  I5,  16,  93,  100- 

accounts,  trustees,  II5 
agent  of  Commonwealth,  10£, 

110 
appearance  docket,  '^Hg    99 
accoxmts  and  distribution, 
sheriffs  sales,  I35, 
156 
appointment  of,  lOU 
arbitration,  lOij. 
petitions,  103 
proceedings,  119?  102 
bonds  and  accoxants,  trus- 
tees for  feeble-minded, 

113,  11^4- 

bon<is  and  oaths,  county  of- 
ficers, 101,  113,  81 

charters,  II5 

Circuit  Court  docket,  100 

comnon  pleas  files,  97 

deputy,  100,  101 

dockets,~T01,'^-101 

duties,  election,  ^ 

election  of,  100 

executions,  1D27  127-129, 
152,  133 

ineligibility,  100 

issues,  120 

judgments,  101-10 j,  84-87 

liens,  102,  9O-92 

minute  book,  80 

miscellaneous  docket,  101 

monthly  return,  I06 

necessary  profits,  120 

office  fees,  109,  lHs~ 

partition  docket,  lOu. 

petitions.  111,  II6 

powers  and  duties,  101-12^ 

praecipe  docket,  IO5 

proceedings,  lunacy,  112 

processes,  101 

qualifications,  100 

recognizances,  102 

records,  101 

reports,  102,  120,  II6,  I85 

scire  facias,  102,  18L|.,  I32 

surplus  bond  record^  120 

tenure,  I6 


Prothonotary  (continued) 

trial  lists,  101,  10i|.,  113, 

unpaid  money,  109 
vacancies,  100 
watch  book,  bZ 
writs,  101,  132 
Provincial  Council,  37 
Public 

assistance,  see  Assistance 

debt,  lij- 

records 

housing,  care,  and  acces- 
sibility, 51-^ 
supervision  of7  judges 
common  pleas  court, 

works,  itb-lj£ 
Public  Assistance  Law  of  I95J 

gblj. 
Public  Utility  Commission, 

State,  I8I4. 

Quaker  settlers,  6 
Quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  terminer  court 
See  also  Oyer  and  terminer 
court 
blotter,  206 
bonds 

auditor,  county,  1L\.6 
commissioners,  county, 

li^.6 
constables,  lJ+6,  190 
deputy  surveyor,  lit-6 
peddlers,  I50 
oaths  of  tax  collectors, 
146 
clerk  of,  1^,  16 

appointment  By,  ll|2 
bond,  1U2 
compensation,  ll\2. 
deputies,  IL^ 
duties,  114.3" 
election  of,  lli.2 
exemptions,  llyj 
oaths,  142 
powers,  2^ 
qualifications,  IkZ 
registers,  I30 
reports,  I44 
restrictions  of  office, 

142 
tenure,  I42 
vacancies,  1^2 
court  rules,  1L|.3 
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Quarter  sessions  and  oyer 
and  terminer  court  (con- 
tinued) 
coroners  reports  of  In- 
quests, li|.9>  21ii. 
docket,  11^.67^05 
election~auties,  48,  dOl\. 
fines,  lJy4 
judges,  21 
jurisdlctTon,  22 
licenses,  li|.9,"l50,  215, 

216,  2lB"^ 
minutes,  lL\.3t    I86 
oaths 

auditors,  coianty,  lij-O 
comnlss loners,  county, 

fire  warden,  1L\.6 
opinions,  201,  ^0^ 
papers,  195 
protatlon  and  parole,  see 

Parole;  Probation 
proceedings,  I46,  19^ 
records,  I42- 
registrations, 
reports,  lk9,  210 j 

222 
roads  and  bridges 

approval  by,  i;7 

construct  ion, "Tl^-S 

Improvements,  liJH 

repairs,  II4-B 
Superior  Court  papers,  202 
support  orders,  15Q»  ^19 
trial  lists,  li|-6Ti93 

Railroads,  abandoned,  6^, 
Real  estate  and  bond  book, 

173,  267 
ReaTproperty,  see  Property, 

real 
Recognizances,  I9I,  192 
Recorder  of  deeds,  1^,  16,  91- 

99  139 
appointm.ent  of,  &J_ 
agent  for  Commonwealth,  68 
bonds,  82_ 
compensation,  Sj. 
deputy,  87,  88 
duties,  B8 
election  of,  87 
establishment  of,  82. 
oaths,  87 
office  with  which  combined, 

quaTlflcatlons  of,  8^ 


Recorder  of  deeds  (continued) 

records,  82-95*  55-79 

tenure,  iF/  BJ 

vacancies,  87 
Records 

general  statutory  require- 
ments, ij2.,  50 

housing,  care,  and  acces- 
sibility of,  ^-^ 

inspections,  k9 

supervision  017 

transcrlptlonj 
Recreation 

centers,   L^,   67 

county 

appropriation  for,  1|.0, 

board,  72 
Register 

attorneys,    l6i^. 

births,  1^2,  li^,    2i4ii,   28I 

children  of  Negro  slave, 
171 

deaths,  U2,  k^,   214.6,  28$ 

dentist, ~Tb7 

marriage,  Lz,   Hhh,   277 
index,  2ir5 

optometry,  168 

physicians,  I65 

professional,  121,  122 

stallion,  I70 

veterans  grave,  6^ 

veterinary,  I69 
Register  of  wills,  IS,  I6, 
9i,  158-168    -^  — 

agent  of  Commonwealth, 
160 

appointment  of,  I58 

appraisers  expenses,  re- 
ceipt stubs,  163,  214-1 

bonds,  ^,   1^,  Vd9 

in  conjtinctlon  with  other 
offices,  158 

decedents  estates,  ap- 
praisements of,  163, 

deputy,  duties,  I59 
election  of,  I58 
election  duties,  I6I 


exemptions,  I58 
)n.  1^ 
oaths,  158 


jurisdiction,  I59 


powers  and  duties,  159- 

l6ii 
qtiaTTrications,  I58 
records,  1 62 -l6l|7T2$ -214-7 
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230 
7(?7"230 

22,  2^. 


Register  of  wills  (continued) 
reports  from,  I6I,  163,  214-7 
restrictions,  15d 
tenure,  I6,  I'pii 
vacancies,  I30 
Registers  court  dockets,  I62, 

227,  228 
Registration  Act  of  1937,  32 
Registration  commission,  707 
202 
See  also  Electors,  registra- 
tion 
appeals  from,  233 
composition  of ,  yOj 
establishment,  32, 
minutes,  322 
powers  and  duties, 

records,  322-329 
registration,  transfer  of. 

Registrations,  professional, 

2^,  161^-169  ^ 

Release  book,  l62,  229 
Relief 
See  also  Assistance;  Instl- 
tutlon  district,  county; 
Welfare 
categorical,  U4 
children,  2 02 
early  daysT"^,  ^2 
Federal  ald,^^ 
minutes,  3U4 

mothers  assistance,  see  As- 
sistance, mothers 
outdoor,  l^,   330 
overseers  of  the  poor, 

12,  2^ 
poor  directors,  l^,  Jl 
abolition  of,  25ij. 
election  of,  15 
poor  district,  ^,  63, 
poorhouse,  70,  2i 
State  aid,  5S 
unemployment,  Ijij. 
veterans,  kS 
Replevin,  writs  of.  111 
Residence,  change  of,  33 
Returns,  elections,  see  Elec- 
tions, retvirns 
Revenue,  Department  of,  re- 
ports to,  110,  llj.3,  213 
Revision,  board  of,  70,  208- 

210  

appeal  book,  3OI 
appeals  to,  60,  209 
compensation  of,  208 


itl. 


25i 


Revision,  board  of  (contin- 
ued) 
duties  and  powers,  28,  61, 

208-210 
establishment,  208 
judgments.  209,~2T0 
oaths,  208 
Road  viewers,  see  Viewers, 

board  of,  road 
Roads,  see  Roads  and  bridg- 
es 
Roads  and  bridges,  62,  201, 
208 
See  also  Bridges;  Toll 
bridges 
construction  of,  kb^kl » 
62,  ll^S 


damages  due,  1^5 -U7 
petitions  for, ^6 


county  aid. 


depositions,  114-9,  "^09 
grand  jury  approval,  iij 
Highways,  Secretary  or7 

Hlgnways,  State  Depart- 
ment of,  1^ 

Improvement  oT,  1|4.8 

maintenance,  14.5,  ij-? 

municipal  streets,  agree- 
ment with  county,  i|.6 

petitions,  i^,   i£_,    114.?" 

quarter  sessTons,  proceed- 
ings of,  147 

repairs,   k5,   l'l|-8 

reports  or  viewers,    114.9 

road  tax,  ij^ 

State  agreements,  6^ 

State  aid,  ij^ 

State  Department  of  High- 
ways, i£6 

supervision  over,  62. 

taxes,  62 
Roads,  county 

early,  laying  out  of,  ^ 

viewers,  see  Viewers, 

board  of,  road 

Rules,  petitions  for,  258 

Salary  board,  188 
Sales 

commissioners,    covinty,    29, 

conditional,  121,  93 

order  of,  262 

returns  of,  263 
Schlatter,  Michael,  12 
School  Code  of  I9II,  ^L 
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5ia-i 


power 


report  of. 


Schools 
See  also  Education;  Teachers 
adiiilni¥tration  of,  36,  37 » 

agriculture,  vocational,  ^, 

31|.l-m, '  n 
appropriations,  application 

for,  3m^ 

assessors  report  of  chil- 
dren, 51 

attendance  reports, 

for  blind,  L^ 

board  of  directors, 
of  attorney,  177 

budgets,  ^2*  21\B 

consolidated, 

3W-k 
consolidation  of,  38 
eovmty  superintendent  of  as= 
sistant,  iiL\li. 

correspondence,  342 

district  inspectors,  ^ 

election  of,  ^, 

establishment  of,' 

ex  officio  duties, 

expenditures,  22. 

inspection  of  Bull 

powers  and  duties,  56,  37, 
quaXlfications,  2 


tenure. 


records,   5^,   2^V^3^-^h2 
>>   lb7  37,    ^ 
for  crippled  cEildren, 


.2M 


for  deaf 

directors, 
budgets,  _^ 
convention,  2it-6 
county  board  of,  214.6 

districts 

accoiints  audits,   31, 
annual  report,   3iiX^c 


12 


176 
243 


classification  of,   32 

inspectors   appointedby 
boards,   3o 
early,   ^, 
enrollment,    ^. 
extensions 

adults,    3B 

youths. 


,    .  ,    f,    g>  n 

first  English,    12 

for  foreign-bom  parents,  38 

free,  ^,   }±,   2^ 

Free  School  Act  of  18314.,  36 

f^^nds,  State,  50,  ^1 

Gettysburg  Academy,  12 

Gettysburg  College,  IZ 


Schools  (continued) 

Gettysburg  Theological 

Seminary,  12 
high        "~ 

application  for  tuition, 

establishment,  32,  38 
High  School  Act  of  ifo^ 

home  economics,  voca- 
tional, ^,  31j.l-n 

inspectors ,'^6,  243 

medical  inspection,  ijj. 

one-room,  38 

application  for  con- 
tinuance, 514^,-6 

parent  education^  ^ 

Pennsylvania  State  col- 
lege, 18,  kg 

Pennsylvania  STEate  Nau- 
tical School,  29 

personnel,  total,  iS 

poor  children,  66 

public,  3i|J.-c 

pupils 

nonresident,  32,  2k3, 

5ia-j 

totals,  12 
rural,  38,-El 
schoolship  Amiapolis,^^ 
special  education, 

3i4.1-m,  n 
State-aided,  39 
State-owned,  ^ 
State  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction,  33, 
2^3 
superintendent  of  common, 

supervising  principal,  3;^ 
tax,  28,  \^ 

teachers,  ^,  314.0,  3ij.l-h 
Institute,  66,  2I4.5 

3?ecord,  35^ 
qualifications^  ^,  1^0 
salaries,  3I4JL-C 
service  record,  3I4.I-C 
total  of,  5i<.l-c 
teachers  colleges,  32 
Thaddeus  Stevens  Indus- 
trial School,  Lancas- 
ter, ^ 
transportation 

applications  for  appro- 
priation, 3i4.1-d 
contracts,  31+1-1 
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246 


Schools  (continued) 
visitations  of,  ^ 
vocational,  ^,  ^ 

agrlc\ilture,   report  of, 

3i^.l-m 
education.  Federal  funds 

for,   p8 
home  economics,   38,   5^1" J^ 
Scire   facias,   writs  oT,    102, 

I8lt,    132 
SeaXer  or  weights   and  meas- 
ures,   see  Weights   and  meas- 
ures,   sealer  of 
Secretairy  of  Agriculture,   21? 
Secretary  of  Commonwealth, 
106.    107 
recelp'Es  f rom  122 
Secretary  of  Forests  and 

Waters,    217 
Secretary  oTintenial  Affairs, 

112,  145 
Secretary  of  Welfare,  19 1 
Settlers 
Dutch,  6 

English  Catholics,  6 
Friends,  6 
German,  6 
Scotch-Irish,  6 
Sewers,  county  commissioners 

authority,  i^,  62 
Sheep  damages,  00 
Sheriff,  1^,  JO,   Jl'   21*  l^^- 
189 
accounts,  I88,  20,  290 
appointment  of,  I82 
appointments  by,  lb3 
bonds,  182 
compensi?5Ton,  I83 
as  coroner,  I87 
deeds,  8^,  2^10^,  l&i,  58, 

130 
deputies,  I87 
election  oT7i82 
election  duties,  I86 
fees,  183,  290 
qualifications,  l82 
juries,  186,  1217T22, 
jury  wheel7  186.  I23 
licenses,  firearms,  30 

289 
maintenance  of  prisoners. 


121; 
18b, 


hs,  18 
powers 


oat 


and 


duties,  23,  183- 
188 

praecipes,  120 
prison  warden,  I88 


Sheriff  (continued) 

proofs  of  notice  of  ser- 
vice, 120 

real  estate  and  personal 
property,  sales  record, 
188,  291 

records,  189>  287 -29 1 

report  of  auditors,  sher- 
iff sales,  1314. 

sales,  distribution  of, 

m. 

subpoenas,  120 

tenure,  182 

vacancies,  l82 
Showalter  Act~o7  191? »  1§ 
Sinking  fund  commission,  VJ^ 

32,  10,  228^  229 
SmitE-Hughes  Law"or  19 I7, 

Smith-Lever  Act,  i^ 
Social  Security  Aclf,  Feder- 
al, 50 
Societies  for  prevention  of 

cruelty  to  animals.  68 
Soldiers  monuments,  6o,~l?9, 

201 
SolTcTtor,  coxinty 

appointment  of,  1^;.  71y 

202 
compensation,  202 
duties,  202 
qualificaTIons,  202 
tenure,  202 
Stallions ,"TZ2,  2l6 
State  Board  of  Pardons,  138 
State  Council  of  Education, 

30,  i8 
State  Department  of  Mili- 


tary Affairs,  l^L. 


Reve- 


State  Department 

nue.li3.  iti,    102,    HO* 

W,^63,   2lTr2lgr217 
State  Department  of  Welfare, 

report  from  clerk  of 

coxirts,    li\}\ 
State  Emergency  Relief 

Board,    26i\. 
State   Industrial  Home,   Mun- 

cy»  26,  65 

State  Land  Orl 

State  Office  of  Teacl 

ucation  and  Certifica- 
tion, ij£ 

State  Placement  Service,  L^ 

State  Registrar  of  Vital 


'flee,  19 

acher  Ed- 


State 


Statistics,  l^Zg 
School  fun5. 


ii 


SiO 


ADAMS  COUUTY 


>0,    219 


State  teachers  colleges,  39 
State  Treasurer,  102, 

returns  to,  1107T06,  50? 
State  Veterans  Commission,  l^ 
Summons  docket,  287 
Superior  Court 

appeals,  papers  filed  in, 
202 

jurisdiction,  2/ 
Support  orders,  T| 
Supreme  Court  ~^ 

appeals,  papers  filed  in, 
265 

Judges  of,  102 

jurisdiction,  2^. 

writs  of  error,  11\.0 
Surveyor  General,  112,  268 
Svirveyors 

adjustment  of  instruments 
of,  77,  kl 

bonds,  2b8 

deputy,  "12 

election  of,  268 

establishment  of',  16 

land  surveys 

unpatented,  269 
unseated,  269 

meridian  line,  Qj^ 

oaths,  268 

qualifications,  268 

records,  269,  22^5514.-558 

removal  of ,260 


reports,  269 
tenure,  21 


i'SB^ 


Symbols  and  abbreviations. 

Tavern  licenses,  21S 
Tax  and  assessment  lien  ledg- 
er, 7^,  15 
Tax  collectors 

address  book,  2l8 
appointment,  2B 
bonds,  II4.6,  IHH 
compensatfon  of,  60,  6I 
delinquent  taxes,  reports 

of,  218,  5OI4. 
duties,  2b 
election  of,  28 
oaths  filed,  J^ 
treas\irer3  accounts  with, 
502 
Taxes 
See  also  Assessments 
abatement,  2it 
appraisers  record  of  mer- 
cantile establishments,  511 


Taxe  3  ( cont  inued ) 

assessments,  28,  60,  73, 
2 

assessors 

book,    duplicate,    5 
reports,    222 

bo^rd  of   revision,    see 
Revision,   board  of 

claims,    118 

collectors,    see  Tax   col- 
lectors 

commissioners   reports,    JZ 

delinquent,    reports   of, 
218,    5QI4. 

dog,    bb 

early  county,  37 

exemptions,  lij.,  2^,  28 

exonerations,  Jk,   21^7  11» 
12 

gasoline,  50,  21 

returns  to  county,  ^, 


k7,    22 

flt£ 


inheritance,    I60 

appraisers,    expense  re- 
ceipt  stubs,    21^.1 
collateral,   I63 
appraisement,   256 
index,    257 
docket,    255 

receipt   stubs,    163, 
259    , 
direct,    163 

acco\in'^s7  27 1-273 
transfer  docket,    258 
receipt  stubs,    I03, 
2i4.0 
\inpaid,    161 
liens,   unsatisfied,    II8 
list,    assessors,    222 
liquid  fuel,   ^ 
mercantile   appraisers 
bills   of  mercliants, 
509 
occupation,    22,   ^2 
paid  to   treasurer,    21 3, 

505,    507 
per  capita,    27 
personal   property,   72, 

Ik*  5  ^ 

bonds,    6 
jxidgments,    6,    8 
mortgages,    6,   7,    9 
rate   of   taxation,    2^ 

poll,  ^ 

poor,    22,   22 

real   estate,    railroad   and 
corporation-owned,   22 
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Taxes  (continued) 

real  property  and  occupa- 
tional, 27,  72 
receipt  of ,  dupTTcate,  303 
refunds,  61,  160 
register,  ^Od. 
reports,  assessors,  222 
revision  of,  see  Revision, 

board  of 
road,  kS 

sales  fSr,  29,  61,  62,  215, 
216        —  — 
appeals  from,  21 6 
confirmation  of,  2l6 
redemption  of,  21'B 
school,  2^,  28,  kT5 

assessment  of ,"^7 
treasurers  reports,  ^. 
Teachers 
See  also  Education;  Schools 
colleges,  39 
Institutes 

expenses,  66,  214-3 
records,  53^ 
Thaddeus  Stevens  Industrial 

School,  Lancaster,  ^ 
Toll  bridges,  purchase  of,  70 
Townships 

officials,  appointment  of, 

li|.8 
auditors   report,   221 
Transportation,    11 
Treasurer,    coxmty,    2^,   93, 
211-222 
accounts,    2l8,   $Oii.-308 
as   agent   for  State,   29,    213 
appointment,    1^,    6l,'~211 
audit  of  accounts,   ^ 
bonds,    Qk,    212 
deeds,    120, "21^,   2l6 
deputy,    21^ 
election,    16,    61,    211 
ex  officio,    21F" 
licenses 

issued,    213,    2114.,    310-316, 

318-320 
mercantile,    22,    218 

duplicate   receipts,    310 
fees   exonerations,   2llj- 
monthly   reports   of,    317 
oaths,    212 
powers   and  duties,    3I,    6I, 

212-218 
record, -5^2,    305-308 
reports  by,   jLj.,    211^.,   2l6,  I4., 

306,   307 
reports  to,    30lj. 


Treasurer,    coimty    (continued) 
restrictions,   211 
sale   of   land  for  taxes, 

^'  21^ 
tax  collector,  213,  302, 

30k 
tenure,  211 
vacancies,  212 
Trial  lists,  HJT,  IOI4.,  II5, 

M»  85 

Trustees  of  estates 
appointment  of,  261^ 
bonds,  173 

Inter  vivos.  111 
Tuberculosis  societies,  ap- 
propriation, 68 

Unemployment  Insiirance,  iji^ 
Uniform  Primaries  Act  of 

1906,  ^ 
United  States  Bureau  of  the 

Census,  l\^ 
United  States  Circuit  Coxirt, 

103 
minutes,  I87 
writs,  128 
United  States  Department  of 

Agriculture,  L^ 
United  States  District 

Court,  103,  108 
United  States  prisoners, 

121 

Unseated  lands,  see  Lands, 
unseated 

Vagrants,    62 

shelters,   201 
Vehicles,    motor 

registration  of,    l]\lj 

violation  of   code7|Vl 
Venires,   writs  of,    10B7^120, 

121  

Veterans 
See  also  Military 

applications  for  burial, 

II'  ^1 
appropriations  for  organ- 
izations, 65^,  62 
burials,  65 

record,~51 
cemeteries,    plan   of,   I4J4. 
Commission,    State,   l^i\. 
discharges,   25.»   78,   79 
flags   for  graves,    63 
grave 

registrars,   Jl 
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Veterans  (continued) 
grave 

registrations 
registers,  ijid 
work  sheets,  1^.$ 
headstones,  65. 
peddlers  licenses,  110,  I72 
pensions,  claims  for,  76, 

181 
widows  burials,  63 
Veterinary  register,  122,  169 
Viewers,  board  of 
appeals  from,  275 
appointment  of,  17 >  kl »   271» 

272 
composition  of,  273 
establishment  of,  27I 
hearings,  report  of,  273 
oaths,  273 
petitions,  116,  271 
powers  and  duties,  ^-7,  ZJlj.- 

276 
qualifications ,  273 
reports  of,  iL6,  U4.9,  271* 

m.  116  ^ 

roads,    l^,,   ^ 
sewers,    272 
tenure,   273 
Vital   statistics,   hZ,   ij^,    21|2- 
2i^.6 
births,   1^2,   li^,    2B0,    281 
Central  Bureau  of,   L^ 
deaths,   I|2,    M,   21^6,    282, 

283     "" 
early   records,    1^2 
local  registrars,   1^2,   14.3 


duties,    k^ 
fees,   ^ 


report  to   registration 
commission,    233 
marriages,    l\Z,    Hhi^y'dkk, 
276-279 
index,   2I4.3 
State  Registrar  of,   14-2,    i^ 
Vocational  rehabilitatToh, 
Federal  grants  for,   ^ 
Voters,    see  Electors 

Wage   claims,    II8,    9I 
War  prisoners,    I9I 
Warden,    see   Prison,   warden 
Wardens,    fire,   Jl,    11^6 
Warner,   Annie   M.,   hospital, 

6i 
Warrants,    coiinty   commissioners, 

11»  61 
stubs  of,  17 


Watch  book,  quarter  sessions 

court,  1914. 
Weights  and  measures 

Inspector  of,  city,  277 
sealer  of 

abolition  of,  27? 
appointment  of ,  l7>  71» 

277 
powers  and  duties,  277 » 

278 
reports,  278 
revival,  277 
tenure  of ,  277 
Welfare 

chlldrens  home,  ijii 
Federal  grants,  ^ 
State  Department   of,   1|1|.» 

VL,  M  - 

assistance 


blind,  'l^,   6X,   263 
mothers,    kk,    67,    252, 


old  age,    i^t,    6X,   263 
child  welfare   servlceJ^Af 
report.   Bureau  of  Vital 

Statistics,    V[}\ 
Talbot"  Fund  papers,    30 
vocational  rehabilita- 
tion. Federal  grants 
for,   ^ 
Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for   the   Blind,    Pitts- 
burgh,  ^ 
Western  Pennsylvania  School 
for  the  Deaf,    Plttsb\irgh, 

Wild  animals,    bounties  for, 

6^,   26 
Wills,    162 
See  also  Estates;   Register 
oinwTlls 
copies   of,    recorded,   22i|. 

index,    225,   226 
contested,    162 

petitions  filed,    record 
of,   227,    228 
probate   of,    139,    223 
translations   or,    162 
Women 

dellnq\ient,    county  home 

for,   }4Z 
married 

instruments  executed  by. 


ititJ 


petitions  for  separate 
earnings,  92 
Workhouse,  county,  6Q 
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Workrasns  conpensation,  IO3 
agreements,  II9 
awards,  II9 

notices  "or  "appeal,  II9 
petitions,  II9 
writs,  119 
Writs 
See  also.  Executions 
attacnments,  II6 
capias  ad  respondendum.  111, 

116 
caveat,  I60 
certiorarlT  105*  109,  II8, 

162,  li^l 
ejectments,  lOij. 
estrepment,  lOlj 
fieri  facias7~T8^,  12? 
habeas  corpus,  116 
habere  facias  possessionem, 

111 
Issued  by  clerk  of  courts, 

mandamus ,  II6 

praecipes,    102,    II5,    II6, 

106 
proceedings,    II6 
replevin.    111 

scire  facias,    102,    Itik,    1$2 
venires,    I08,  I20,  I21 

York  Covin ty,    58 

Zoning   commiaaion,  J^ 
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THE  PENNSriVANIA  HISTORICAL  SURVEY 

Research  and  Records  Programs 

WORK  PROJECTS  AIMflNISTRATION 

The  purpose  of  this  project  is  the  preparation  and  duplication  of  Inventories  of  Fed- 
eral, State,  County  and  local  archives;  of  Inventories,  guides  and  calendars  of  Manuscript 
collections.  Including  church  archives.  It  Is  sponsored  In  Pennsylvania  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Commission.  Requests  for  these  publications  should  be  addressed  to  the  co- 
sponsors  for  whom  they  are  published. 

Government  Archives 

County   Govtrjiment   and  Archives    in   Pennsy Ivaniat^ 

Inventory   of   the    County   Archives   of   Pennsylvania. 

k  series  of  67  volumes,  one  for  each  county,  which  present  a  historical  sketch  of  the 
county,  descriptions  of  the  governmental  organization,  records  and  functions,  a  complete 
Inventory  of  the  records  of  each  governmental  agency.  Publication  Is  co-sponsored  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  respective  counties,  to  whom  requests  for  copies  should  be  addressed. 

No.  1,  Adams  County.    1^41  Ko.  27,  Forest   County,    1^40. 

So.  6,  Berks  County^  No.  30,  Greene  County,    1940. 

Ho.  7,  Blair  County,    1^41  Ho.  36.  Lancaster  County,    1941. 

^0.  S3,  Delaware  County,    1939  So.  40,  Luzerne   County,    193S. 

^o.  25,  Erie   County,    ig40  So.  63,  tashington   County,    ig4i. 

So.  26,  Fayette   County,    1940  So.  64,  Vayne   County,    1939. 

Guides  to  Source  Material 

Calendar  of  the  Poinsett  Papers   in  the  Gilpin  Collection. 
Checklist    of  Maps  Pertaining   to   Pennsylvania  up  to   igoo,    1935- 

Reprint  with  Supplement,    1936.* 
Checklist   of  Philadelphia  Seivspapers  Available    in  Philadelphia. 

1st  edition,    1936;*  2nd  edition,    1937-,'  a  new  checklist    is    in  press. 
Description  and  Analysis  of  the   Bibliography  of  American  Literature ,    1941. 
Descriptive   Catalogue   of  the    Du   Sinitilre    Papers   in   the  Library  Company   of  Philadelphia, 
1940.' 

Guide   to  Depositories   of  Manuscript   Collections    m  Pennsylvania,    3939.' 
Guide   to    the  Manuscript  Collections    in   The  Historical   Society  of  Pennsylvania,    1941. 
Inventory  of  the  Church  Archives  of  Pennsylvania:      The   Society  of  Friends.^ 

Northwestern  Pennsylvania  Historical  Series' 

A  Partial    Bibliography  of  the  Archaeology  of  Pennsylvania  and  Adjacent   States,    1941. 

Journal    of  Chaussegros  de  Lery,    1940. 

The  Expedition   of  Baron  de  Longueuil ,    1940. 

The  Papers  of  Col.    Benry  Bouquet 

Series  31634,    1940;    Series    21643.    1941;   Series  21652,    1940;    Series   21653,    1940;  Series 

21654,    1940. 
The    Venango   Trail,    1940.'     2nd  Edition^ 
Travels    m   Sew  France   by  J.    C.    5.* 
Vilderne^s  Chronicles  of  Sorthuestem   Pennsylvania. 
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